
  St. Michael Parish Small Faith Sharing Group, Advent 2017 - Week 1     

      

         “Behold, the bridegroom!”      

 
To prepare for the next Small Faith Sharing Community you are invited to engage in the following 
process before you meet each week:   

• Ask the Holy Spirit to open your mind and heart to hear God’s Word.  

• Choose a scripture passage, read it and sit quietly with the Word. 

• What moves you or attracts you in this reading?  

• Does anything cause resistance in you?  Do you know why?  

• Take a few minutes to respond in writing to the readings.   
 

Readings for the Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
November 12, 2017   
 
Reading 1: Wisdom 6: 12-16 
 
Responsorial Psalm: Ps 63: 2-8 
 
Reading 2:  1 Thessalonians: 4: 13-18 
 
Gospel:  Matthew 25: 1-13 
 
 
Questions  

► For personal reflection and/or group discussion: 
 

1. Based on the first reading, where do we see ourselves seeking true wisdom in our day-to-day life? 
 

2. Based on the psalm reading, how and when do we see ourselves seeking God first, and trusting in Him in all 
things? 

 
3. Based on the gospel, when have we missed an encounter with God in any given moment, because we were caught 

up in attempting to make up for our past mistakes? 
 
4. Based on the gospel, in our own personal ways, how can we remain ever vigilant and wise in our readiness to 

encounter the Lord whenever and wherever He wants us? 
 
5. Based on the gospel, how has procrastination caught us off-guard, and left us unprepared to be the best we could 

have been in that moment? 
 
 
 

 
 

Questions courtesy of St. Michael Parish, Olympia, WA 

An Invitation to Listen to God 
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Gospel:  Matthew 25: 1-13  November 12, 2017 
 
Jesus told his disciples this parable: 
"The kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins 

who took their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom.  
Five of them were foolish and five were wise.  
The foolish ones, when taking their lamps, 
brought no oil with them, 
but the wise brought flasks of oil with their lamps.  
Since the bridegroom was long delayed, 
they all became drowsy and fell asleep. 
At midnight, there was a cry, 
'Behold, the bridegroom! Come out to meet him!' 
Then all those virgins got up and trimmed their lamps.  
The foolish ones said to the wise, 
'Give us some of your oil, 
for our lamps are going out.' 
But the wise ones replied, 
'No, for there may not be enough for us and you. 
Go instead to the merchants and buy some for yourselves.' 
While they went off to buy it, 
the bridegroom came 

and those who were ready went into the wedding feast with him.  
Then the door was locked. 
Afterwards the other virgins came and said, 
'Lord, Lord, open the door for us!' 
But he said in reply, 
'Amen, I say to you, I do not know you.' 
Therefore, stay awake, 
for you know neither the day nor the hour." 

An Invitation to Listen to God 


