
Saint Michael Parish
Olympia, WA

August 2, 2015
Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

MASS TIMES: (Check website/app for changes)

Downtown: 
 Monday - Thursday: Noon 
 Friday & Saturday: 9am  
 Saturday Vigil: 5pm,  
 Sunday: 7:30am, 9:30am, 11:30am, 5pm

Westside Chapel: 
 Thursday (1st & 3rd): 6:30am 
 Sunday: 8:30am, 10:30am

RECONCILIATION TIMES: 
Thursday: 11am  
Saturday: 10am, 3pm

PASTOR: Fr. Jim Lee 
PAROCHIAL VICAR: Fr. Charles Banduku 
DEACONS: 
 Rob Rensel 
 Ronnie San Nicolas 
 John Bergford

Visit us online at www.saintmichaelparish.org



Ray Proctor
Betty Kostecka
Eileene & Gene Putscher
Pat O’Neil
Bruce Sherman
Martin Barkis
Kathy Sivey
Hoa Duong
Victoria Duong
Phyllis Jefferson
Jennie Ronning
Phil Erickson
John McKillip
Kathleen Downey
Brenda Hotchkiss
Sabine Reynolds
Priscilla Smith
David Dodds
Constance Patnude
Teresa Casella
Claire Keith
Phil Chavez
Patricia Alder
Aurora Witting
Liza Zander
Patricia Pyle
Larry Vize
Shelley Land
Uma
James Sharp
Todd Sharp
Brandon Sharp
Miranda Sharp
Alice Baldo
Lena Barada
Maggie Vize
Donald Shawver
Bill Moreland
Phyllis Neff
James Kaydus
Billy Hylton
Jan Putnam

Jolane Zander
Jim French
Barbara Jean Smith
Donald Spieles
Emmy Lou Winterbottom
Julie Larsen
John Barada
Rosanne Burns
Diane & Mattew Winston
Keith Kennedy
John Kinkella
Marty Martin
The Emmans Family
Richard Monohon
Ken Zarker
Roger Torrey & Family
Kellen McCauley
Amy Novak
Rick Kranz & Family
Judy McBeth
Mary Deiro
Tonya Hylton
Christel Repp
Patty Leininger
Emilda Abadiyati
Robert Brown
C.E. Redfield
Elizabeth Magee
Ann Keeter
Lou Jessen
Patricia Newsom
Michael Martinez
Andrew McAllister
Tom Nolan
Ryan Swan
Earl Hall
Patricia Doumit
Cody Norquist
Maria Celeste Rodriguez
Marian Louderback
Chloe Gemma Eric
Kevin Olson

To submit prayer requests, call the Parish Office at (360) 754-4667  
or submit your request via our website under the Contact menu.

If you or someone you know is homebound and  
wishes to receive Holy Communion, please call  

Benedetta Reece at (360) 292-7143 or Dcn. Terry Barber 
at Sacred Heart Parish at (360) 491-0890.

August 2
Ex 16:2-4, 12-15/Eph 4:17, 
20-24/Jn 6:24-35
August 3
Nm 11:4B-15/Mt 14:13-21
August 4
Nm 12:1-13/Mt 14:22-36 
or Mt 15:1-2, 10-14
August 5
Nm 13:1-2, 25-14:1, 
26A-29A, 34-35/ 
Mt 15:21-28

August 6
Dn 7:9-10, 13-14/ 
Mk 9:2-10
August 7
Dn 4:32-40/Mt 16:24-28
August 8
Dn 6:4-13/Mt 17:14-20
August 9
1 Kgs 19:4-8/Eph 4:30-
5:2/Jn 6:41-51

Please Pray for:

Readings:

8/3 MONDAY

9:00am - Maria Billman

8/4 TUESDAY

12Noon - John E. McHugh U

8/5 WEDNESDAY

12Noon - Altar Society Members (Living & Deceased)

8/6 THURSDAY

6:30am - David Seiwerath U

12Noon - Brad & Janet Morris (Wedding Anniversary)

8/7 FRIDAY

9:00am - Andy & Jean Lechner U

8/8 SATURDAY

9:00am - Pat Gulden U

5:00pm - Pat Gulden U

8/9 SUNDAY

7:30am - Marjorie Carignan U

8:30am - Eric Blomberg U WS

9:30am - John Zyski U

10:30am - Patricia A. Hruska U WS

11:30am - William Thompson U

5:00pm - People of St. Michael Parish

Mass Schedule & Intentions (WS - West Side)

prayer list mass schedule & intentions readings
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August 2, 2015 
Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

For many individuals and families alike, summer means travel. And summer travel may mean new visitors to 
our parish for weekend liturgies. How we greet and provide hospitality for our guests says a lot about us.

Providing hospitality to strangers is a hallmark of Christian life. In the Gospel of Matthew good hospitality was 
commended: “I was a stranger and you welcomed me” (Matt. 25:35). St. Benedict directed his followers to  
receive guests and travelers as if they were Christ. Extending hospitality is especially important when it 
comes to welcoming visitors who may be attending Mass at our parish for the first time.

There is a lot of anecdotal evidence suggesting that the ability of a first-time visitor to have a meaningful 
experience of Christ in the liturgy is directly impacted by the warmth of the welcome extended by the local 
worshipping community. When people say hello, the worship experience is enhanced. A warm welcome is a 
critical part of evangelization.

How do we treat the unknown person who walks by us in church, or who sits next to us at Mass? Do we 
ignore them? Talk around them? Look at them and say nothing? Do we take the initiative to greet them, smile, 
extend a warm handshake?

Remember, we are Christ’s ambassadors (2 Corinthians 5:20). Our actions and reactions toward visitors at 
Mass communicate who we are and who we represent. Let us take time to welcome visitors to our parish this 
summer. Welcoming gestures, however small, will not only have a positive impact on visitors, they will make 
us more hospitable ambassadors of Christ. Welcoming newcomers to your parish is not just the job of the 
pastoral staff, ushers, ministers of hospitality or greeters. It is everyone’s responsibility. Here are ten things 
you can do to provide better hospitality in your parish.

1. Cultivate the virtue of hospitality at Mass. Many Mass attendees tend to gather into little cliques and ignore 
those who are not members of their particular clique. They are not really inhospitable, just heedless of the 
need for hospitality. Make hospitality a new habit when you go to Mass.

2. Come early, leave late. Instead of rushing to Mass to be there on time, and then rushing out at its  
conclusion, make time to come a little early and linger just a bit later. Make room in your busy life to greet 
and spend time with others at Mass.

3. Go in peace to greet someone! Seek out someone you’ve not met before. Shake their hand, introduce 
yourself, and take a few moments to welcome them to your parish home, God’s house.

4. Welcome everyone. Not only do visitors need your warm welcome, regular Mass attendees also need a 
friendly greeting. Develop a good handshake and be enthusiastic about your parish. You are greeting others 
in the name of Christ.

5. Help newcomers connect. While you are getting to know visitors, introduce them to other parishioners as 
the opportunity presents itself. Invite visitors to sit next to you.

6. Say goodbye with genuine warmth. After Mass, bid farewell to visitors, inviting them to return next week. 
Introduce them to the pastor if the opportunity arises or invite them to share some coffee and donuts with you.

7. Avoid parish business with others just before or after Mass. Focus on visitors.

8. Give visitors information about the parish. Ensure they have a bulletin and other information about the 
parish before they leave.

9. Be part of the greeting ministry team. Parishes are always in need of greeters to serve regularly and provide 
ongoing formation to new greeters. Help out, be a greeter.  

10. Greet those who already minister in the area of hospitality. It isn’t necessary to neglect the people who 
are already ministers of hospitality in order to make visitors feel at home. A simple wave and a smile go a 
long way.

- Adapted from catholicstewardship.com

pastor’s notebook

Ed. note: Fr. Jim was away for much of this past week. Instead of the 
Pastor’s Notebook, we bring you this reflection and ask you to consider 
ways to help our parish reflect a truly radical and world-class hospitality.
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stewardship

5 Things We Should All Be Saving For

1. A rainy day. Everyone has one: that unexpected 
emergency that comes up that you need to be ready 
for! In any 10-year period, 78% of Americans will have 
a major financial setback. If you think this doesn’t 
apply to you, grab an umbrella because rain is in the 
forecast.

2. Gifts. Gifts for birthdays, Christmas and other special 
occasions usually aren’t surprises. So set aside some 
cash each month. 

3. Your next car. You’re driving a large piece of metal 
with an engine. In other words, it won’t last forever. 
When that car kicks the bucket, you’ll need to replace 
it with another one.

4. Retirement. To retire at the age and to the lifestyle 
you envision, how much money will you need? How 
much should you be contributing monthly to get 
there? These are questions to answer now so that 
you can have a plan for the day you say goodbye to 
the office forever.

5. College. The average college student is graduating 
with more than $30,000 in student loans! Please 
keep yourself and your kids far away from that tragic 
statistic. Plan for those college costs now!

- Read more at Stewardship.com

Pastoral Year 2015-2016
Donations Received as of July 26, 2015

Sunday Stewardship $26,799

Online Giving $19,278

Sunday Loose Donations $1,883

Holy Days $7

Youth (Little House) $ 1 0 2

Total Offertory Collection Received $48,070

Year to Date Received $204,952

Year to Date Needed for Budget $223,472

Amount Behind Goal $18,520

treasure
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As we are now spending several weeks unpacking 
the “Bread of Life Discourse” from the sixth chapter 
of John’s Gospel, it would be well worth your while 
to refresh your knowledge of the Church’s Eucha-
ristic doctrines and beliefs. These wonderful videos 
from Bishop-elect Robert Barron and his Word on 
Fire ministry are a great way to do that!

The Sacrament of the Eucharist as Meal 
https://youtu.be/PFsFv-TWVfY

The Sacrament of the Eucharist as Sacrifice 
https://youtu.be/z6ROgZfVu6o

The Sacrament of the Eucharist as Real Presence 
https://youtu.be/sgy_TFeIyiM

Fr. Barron Comments on Eucharistic Adoration 
https://youtu.be/X4KUk_bFlTk

Adorers are still needed!

Wednesday 10am 
Thursday 4am
Saturday 11am, 12pm, 1pm, 2pm 

Call or email to sign up for one of the above open 
times. Thanks to all those who have signed up for 
many of our other openings! 

Roger Theine  
(360) 357-6246 
rtheine@comcast.net



parish happenings

Northwest Catholic on the Air 
features a conversation with 
Mother Hildegard, the guest 
mistress for Our Lady of the Rock 
Monastery. She is a member of 
the Benedictine nuns on Shaw 
Island. You’ll also hear from Fr. 
Jack Shrum of St. Anthony Parish 
in Renton, who is noted for his 
iconography.  

You can hear this radio magazine 
on Sundays at 8am, Mondays at 
11am, Thursdays at 6:30pm, and 
Saturdays at 3pm on AM 1050 
Seattle and AM 1240 Olympia.

St. Vincent de Paul Collection: 
Next Week

You make the work of the St. 
Vincent de Paul Society possible! 
Please be generous.

 If summer plans get in the way 
of making a donation, they can 
be delivered directly to St. Vincent’s 
during office hours 1-3pm, M-W-F. 
The St. Vincent de Paul Society 
and their clients thank you for 
your ongoing and prayerful 
support.

It’s Little Red School House Time!

SMP again joins the Little Red 
School House project, collecting 
new school supplies, backpacks, 
scientific calculators, as well 
as new children’s socks and 
underwear, new and gently used 
children’s coats, sweatshirts, 
and hoodies.  All donations must 
be clean and in good condition. 
Cash donations are also grateful-
ly accepted and can be placed 
in the collection basket labeled 
“Giving Bus” or dropped off at 
the parish office.  Donations 
will be collected now through 
August 14. 

 Connie Fischer  
(360) 786-9676  
jimconnief@q.com  
www.redschool.org

Do you or someone you know 
need help getting out of debt 
or planning for future life events 
such as funding college or 
retirement? If so, join one of our 
9-week Financial Peace University  
classes this fall and learn these 
and other lessons about managing 
household finances. Classes will 
be held Tuesday evenings at 
7pm starting Sept 22nd and  
Saturday mornings at 10am starting 
Sept. 26th. Sign up via the link on 
our website or at daveramsey.com. 
Click”classes” then “find a class”. 
Choose the day that works for 
you. Kits are available at the 
parish office for $95. Alumni are 
welcome to return for free, but 
please also sign up online. Child 
care will be available for the 
Tuesday class if there is enough 
interest.

Time to Register for CGS/Atrium 
for the Fall

CGS is a hands-on, Montessori 
based faith formation ministry 
that serves children ages 3-12.  
Sessions take place in a specially 
prepared environment called the 
Atrium. Children gather once a 
week for a two hour session to 
explore scripture, liturgy, Holy 
Land geography, practical life, 
and prayer. Session times this 
year are as follows:

Level I: Pre-K– Kindergarten 
Sun. 2-4pm, Mon. 9:30-11:30am 
or Fri. 9:30-11:30am

Level II: 1st – 3rd Grade 
Wednesday or Thursday, 3:45-
5:45pm

Level III: 4th-6th Grade  
Wednesday at 3:45pm

We invite families to complete 
an online placement form to 
begin the registration process. 
From the parish website, select 
“Learn,” then “Catechesis of the 
Good Shepherd.”  Registration is 
the first item under the heading 
“Registration and Calendar”.. 

All families will also have to  
complete a Faith Formation  
registration form and an Emergency 
Form, both found on the same 
page. We look forward to having 
your family participate in the 
Atrium this year!

Mary Trotter 
(360) 292-7194 
mtrotter@comcast.net
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Using your talents in ministry
Provided as a supplement to  
Living Your Strengths: Discover Your 
God-Given Talents and Inspire Your  

Community (pp. 155-222)

Connectedness - You have faith 
in the links between all things. 
You believe that there are few 
coincidences, and that almost 
every event has a reason!

- Visit members of the parish 
who can’t attend Mass. Just listen  
and be present. 

- Communicate with deployed 
military members, those in prison, 
or even those away at school. 
Help them feel connected.

- Consider leading a Bible Study. 
Your strengths might help you 
see ancient connections to our 
modern world and lessons still 
applicable today!

Kathy Steinbrecher 
(360) 292-7127 
ksteinbrecher@saintmichaelparish.org

Secular Franciscan Order (SFO)

Are you looking for a way to 
follow Christ more closely? 

St. Francis of Assisi created an 
order for laity. This way of life has 
attracted Christians for centuries! 
Secular Franciscans orient their 
lives by “going from gospel to 
life and life to gospel.” We desire 
to experience a “radical interior 
change which the gospel calls 
conversion.” 

An informational meeting will be 
held in Gathering Space Rm. 2 on 
Sunday, August 16 after 11:30am 
Mass. Come and see - the Fran-
ciscan way of life may be for you! 

Deacon Terry Barber  
(360) 491-0890  
terry@3hearts.com

Cursillo/ Ultreya

Come share your Spiritual journey 
with us. Our June Ultreya will 
be Tuesday, August 11, from 
7-8:30pm in Parish Center Room 
6. All Catholic men and women 
are welcome.

Bill Hine (360) 923-0244  
Larry Holt (360) 754-4310

Help Community Kitchen Feed 
the Hungry!

“For I was hungry and you gave me 
food...Amen, I say to you, whatever  
you did for one of these least brothers 
of mine, you did for me.”  
-- Matthew 25:35-40

 The Community Kitchen is run 
by Catholic Community Services 
and offers lunch and dinner to 
the homeless and hungry popu-
lations of Olympia every day of 
the year. One team sponsored 
by SMP needs a couple more 
people to help them on the 
4th Monday of the month from 
4:45-6:15pm. There may be other 
opportunities to help throughout 
the month as well.

John Terranova  
(360) 292-7108  
jterranova@saintmichaelparish.org

The Parish Nurse Ministry wishes 
to thank everyone who participated 
in our blood drive last weekend. 
We had the most successful drive 
ever with about 27 donors! We 
really appreciate your willingness 
to help our community. The love 
of Jesus shines through with 
everything you do!

Kathy Rayburn 
(360) 556-7514

The T-Shirts are in!

Are you a young adult age 18-35? 

Meet us in the Gathering Space 
every Friday Evening at 7pm for 
fellowship and fun.  

Elizabeth Lyons 
(360) 292-7119 
elyons@saintmichaelparish.org
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The St. Francis Pledge is a promise and a commitment by individuals, 
families, parishes, organizations and institutions to live our faith by  
protecting God’s creation and advocating on behalf of people in poverty 
who face the harshest impacts of global climate change. We commit to 
act on each of the five elements of the St. Francis Pledge.

We Pledge to:  

PRAY and reflect on the duty to care for God’s creation and protect the 
poor and vulnerable.

LEARN about and educate others on the causes and moral dimensions of 
climate change. 

ASSESS how we as individuals and in our families, parishes, and other 
affiliations contribute to climate change by our own energy use,  
consumption, waste, etc.

ACT to change our choices and behaviors to reduce the ways we contribute 
to climate change.

ADVOCATE for Catholic principles and priorities in climate change  
discussions and decisions, especially as they impact those who are poor 
and vulnerable.

Questions About Life?

SMP is excited to announce the 
triumphant return of the Alpha 
program this Fall! Our initial class 
will begin with a welcome dinner 
on September 23rd, followed by 
the full 10-week Alpha course 
from September 30 - December 9. 

Alpha is a tool for the New  
Evangelization that is being used 
by thousands of Catholic parishes 
in over 70 countries around the 
world. Alpha creates an environ- 
ment and opportunity for an 
encounter with Jesus - as Pope 
Francis likes to say, the chance 
for “Jesus to find them.” Is some-
one in your life seeking answers? 
Invite them to Alpha!

33rd Annual Catholic Family Campout for Single Adults & Single  
Parents with Children

A perfect opportunity for Christian fellowship and making memories for yourself and your children! We’ll enjoy 
beautiful park facilities, plus hiking, swimming, boating, fishing, games, and an outdoor liturgy on Saturday evening.

Friday, August 21st at 1pm until Sunday, August 23rd at 11am

Millersylvania State Park—Environmental Learning Center  – Deep Lake 
10 miles south of Olympia off I-5, take exit #95 (Maytown) and follow the signs!

Cost for the weekend: $105 for one adult plus one child, $130 family of three, $140 family of four, or $150 family 
of five. Weekend rates include use of a cabin (cabins sleep 8), 5 meals, plus all facilities and use of row boats, 
canoes, paddle boards, etc. Day rate is $65 for a family, or $40 for a single adult (not staying overnight) and  
excludes cabin use. No alcohol, no pets and no tent or RV facilities.

Space is limited, so please register early! Registration deadline is August 8th. Pick up a registration and flyer with 
more info at the parish office.

Lou Miller at (360) 943-9114
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Pope Francis & the World  
Meeting of Families Pilgrimage

Archbishop Sartain invites you to 
join the archdiocesan pilgrimage 
to the World Meeting of Families 
in Philadelphia, September 22-
27. This is an historic opportunity 
to see Pope Francis on his first 
visit to the US. The week-long 
congress also offers inspiring 
keynote speakers and dozens of 
timely workshops. For complete 
information on how to register 
for this exciting pilgrimage, visit: 
www.seattlearchdiocese.org/wmf

Youth Minister position!

St. Columban in Yelm is looking 
for a part-time Youth Minister. Du-
ties would include coordinating 
the youth Confirmation program. 
Applicant must be an active 
member of a Catholic faith com-
munity with some experience in 
ministry and catechetics and be 
willing to work in an environment 
of collegiality and consensus. 
The position is 10-14 hours per 
week, with some evenings and 
weekends required. Salary is in 
accordance with Archdiocese of 
Seattle guidelines. Please send 
resume, cover letter, and three 
letters of reference to:

Fr. Paul Weckert, O.S.B. 
506 1st St. S. 
Yelm, WA 98597

Catholic Women Rejoice

Join us Saturday, August 29 at 
St. Joseph Parish in Vancouver, 
WA for the 4th Annual Catholic 
Women Rejoice conference! 
This year’s evening-only event, 
themed “Behold, I make all 
things new,” includes Mass, 
confession, vendors, door prizes, 
and nationally-acclaimed speakers 
Jennifer Fulwiler, Kelly Wahlquist, 
and CWR Founder and Mater Dei 
Radio Host Heather Renshaw. 
Seating is limited, so register 
today! 

www.catholicwomenrejoice.com

 info@catholicwomenrejoice.com 

Pilgrimage to the Shrine of Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help

August 7-9 - St. George Byzantine 
Catholic Church, 9730 Yelm Hwy

Mass, Matins and Vespers,  
Rosary, Sacraments of Pen-
ance and Anointing of the Sick. 
Browse the shrine gift shop. 
Saturday lunch and evening 
BBQ meals provided at nominal 
charge. Camp on the premises if 
you’d like!

(360) 459-8373 
www.olphshrine.com

7th Annual Stand Up for Life 
Gala & Auction

Join Camille Pauley, Fr. Robert 
Spitzer, and others. Guests can 
look forward to entertainment, a 
silent and live auction, and an 
engaging program highlighting 
the past year’s achievements.

Saturday, September 19, 2015 
Bellevue Hilton, 300 112th Ave 
SE, Bellevue, WA 98004

Registration, Reception, and  
Silent Auction at 5pm, dinner at 6pm.

healingtheculture.com/registration

Considering Separation or 
Divorce?

There is an alternative – it’s 
called Retrouvaille (pronounced 
retro-vī). Retrouvaille has helped 
tens of thousands of troubled 
marriages, bringing reconciliation 
and healing to seemingly hope-
less situations. You are not alone. 

With a community of volunteers  
committed to helping hurting 
couples heal their marriages, 
the Retrouvaille program allows 
couples to rediscover each other 
and examine their lives in a new 
and positive way.  Our upcoming 
program begins Sept 18-20.

(360) 671-6479  

www.HelpOurMarriage.com
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This week, August 2: No Life Night or EDGE 

Parents, please subscribe to the EDGE Parent List:: http://eepurl.com/FcaRl

Grab the new summer calendar on our websites:  
saintmichaelparish.org/learn/lifeteen or saintmichaelparish.org/learn/edge

Chris Peterson, Steward for  
LifeTeen 
(360) 292-7106 
cpeterson@saintmichaelparish.org

Rachel Yabut, Steward for  
EDGE & Middle School Ministry 
(360) 292-7137 
ryabut@saintmichaelparish.org

Deanery & Mission Retreat 
(Grades 6-12): August 5-7

Mass & Breakfast 
August 14

I hope this finds you enjoying many blessings this summer. We are busy at the school during these summer 
months preparing for another exciting year of transformative Catholic education. 

As you know, this year marks the opening of our Pre-K program for four year-old students. I am pleased to 
introduce our Pre-K teacher, Nikki Fiala. Nikki comes to us with a degree in early childhood education, several 
years of classroom assistance experience in the Kindergarten and Pre-K classroom, and a passion for teaching.  
She has recently relocated to Olympia from the Renton area, where her daughter attended St. Anthony last year.  
Please join me in welcoming our fabulous new teacher as she prepares to guide our newest students!

It is not too late to say “Yes!” to a Catholic education for your children. Spaces are currently available for the up-
coming school year in several grades, Pre-K through 8th. Need-based tuition assistance is available. Please call 
the school office at (360) 754-5131 for more information. 

Blessings, 
Connor Geraghty, Principal

Find out more at: www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/take-action-now/call-to-prayer/index.cfm
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The mission of Saint Michael Parish:

Place God First in all things; 
Proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ; and 
Grow in Holiness through Prayer, Sacraments,  
and Service.

Downtown Church 
1055 Boundary St SE 
Olympia, WA 98501

Saturday Vigil  5pm  
Sunday Mass  7:30, 9:30, & 11:30am 
LifeTeen Mass   5pm
Weekday Mass: (See pg. 1 for schedule changes) 
Monday - Thursday 12noon  
Fridays & Saturdays  9am 

Westside Chapel 
1835 Overhulse Rd NW 

Olympia, WA 98502

Sunday Mass  8:30am & 10:30am
Vietnamese Mass 1:30pm 
2nd Sunday of the Month
Weekday Mass: 
1st and 3rd Thursdays  6:30am

Reconciliation (Downtown Only):

Saturday  Following 9am Mass  
          3-4:45pm 

Thursday   11-11:45am

The St. Joseph Chapel is open for prayer 24/7.

St. Michael Parish Office  (360) 754-4667
St. Michael Calvary     (360) 754-4667 ext 138 
Catholic Cemetery 
3850 Cleveland Ave. Tumwater, WA 
Steve Erickson, Cemetery Director  
St. Michael School    (360) 754-5131 
St. Vincent de Paul Soc.   Mon, Wed, Fri  1-3pm 
      (360) 352-7554
Clothing Bank      Tues  9-11:00am
                             Thur. 6:30-8pm
      Sat. 9-11am
Pregnancy Aid       (360) 956-7413  
      24 hr msg  
      M, T, Th, Fri  2-4pm  
      Wed. 9am-Noon
St. Mike’s Tikes     (360) 586-1585

This event and the April 2016 Gala fully support 
your Parish School and the future of our children!   
How can you help?
• Donate a dessert item for the cake walk.
• Donate a bottle (or 2!) of wine retailed at $15 or 

more for the “Wall of Wine”.
• Volunteer your time to assist on the night of 

the event.

Kimmy Jones  
(360) 292-4774  
kjones@saintmichaelparish.org  

VBS Leftovers!

“St. Michael VBS Roundup” was so successful that 
many of the coats, glasses, scarves, sweatshirts 
etc. stayed behind! Please come by the parish 
office during the week or on Sunday and pick up 
your missing items. They will remain under Anne 
Kunkle’s desk through August and then they are 
off to St. Vincent de Paul!



Top: CRS’ Watersheds for 
Well-Being program shows 
farmers how to protect their 
hillsides and water sources 
from flooding. Bottom: CRS 
has partnered with Caritas 
Bangladesh to make homes more 
resilient to disaster so women 
like Rahima Begum have safe, 
permanent shelter. Top photo by 
Benjamin Depp for CRS; bottom 
photo by Jennifer Hardy/CRS

WHERE IN SCRIPTURE DO WE HEAR A CALL TO CARE FOR CREATION?
In the very beginning of time, God created all that is, and proclaimed it good (Genesis 
1:1–31). He instructs us to “cultivate and care” for creation (Genesis 2:15). God also 
tells Moses to make sure the Israelites let their land lie fallow every 6 years, giving 
the land itself a Sabbath, or time to rest (Leviticus 25:4–5). The Scriptures brim with 
reminders that creation belongs to God and reveals his goodness (Romans 1:19–20, 
1 Corinthians 10:26), which invites us to respect our Creator by caring for nature.

WHY DOES THE CHURCH CARE ABOUT THE ENVIRONMENT? 
The Church has a long tradition of caring for creation. St. Francis 
of Assisi, considered a patron saint of ecology, praised God for 
revealing his greatness through “Brother Sun” and “Sister Water.” 
By being good stewards of creation, we recognize and honor our 
Creator. We also care for creation because we believe that people 
deserve to live in conditions that uphold their God-given dignity. 
When the environment suffers, human beings suffer too.

HAVE ANY POPES SPOKEN ABOUT THE ENVIRONMENT?
Dubbed the “green Pope,” Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI emphasized 
a human ecology that stresses the link between the well-being 
of the environment and human beings. “The way humanity 

treats the environment influences the way it treats itself, and vice versa … 
Every violation of solidarity and civic friendship harms the environment, just 
as environmental deterioration in turn upsets relations in society” (Caritas in 
Veritate, no. 51). The Holy Father Pope Francis echoes Pope Benedict, saying 
that “We are called not only to respect the natural environment, but also to 
show respect for, and solidarity with, all the members of our human family. 
These two dimensions are closely related …” (Papal Audience, June 5, 2013).  

WHY WE care for God’s creation
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WHAT EFFECT IS CLIMATE CHANGE HAVING ON THE 
WORLD’S MOST VULNERABLE PEOPLE?
When natural disaster strikes, people living in fragile homes and those whose 
livelihoods depend on nature are the most devastated. Catholic Relief Services 
witnesses this through our work with the poor in more than 100 countries. Luis 
Cortés is a farmer in Honduras whose corn crop is at risk because of climate change. 
His family is one of more than 1 million in Central America that rely on growing corn 
or beans to earn their living. In a CRS study, “Tortillas on the Roaster,” researchers 
predicted that because of climate change, water will become scarcer in Central 
America, meaning smaller corn and bean crops—and less income for families like Luis’. 

WHAT CAN I DO TO CARE FOR GOD’S CREATION?
Taking small, conscious steps in your everyday life can help you reflect on our call 
to care for creation—and make an impact on the environment. Simple things like 
composting kitchen scraps, recycling and eating less meat can reduce waste and 
shrink your carbon footprint. Turning down your thermostat, shutting off the lights 
when you leave a room and making sure your car tires are properly inflated mean 
you’ll use less energy from nonrenewable resources—and save some money! Even 
the things we buy can make a difference. “Fair trade” means that workers in other 
countries were paid a fair wage and ensures that products were created through 
environmentally responsible practices. By buying fair trade products like coffee, 
chocolate, clothing and home decor, you support workers and the environment.

A CRS-led study found that 
higher temperatures and  

changes in rainfall patterns could 
threaten the livelihoods of  

1 million corn and bean farmers 
in Central America. See the study 

“Tortillas on the Roaster” at 
crsprogramquality.org. Photo by 

Oscar Leiva/Silverlight for CRS

Top: Aboul Deng Ajuoi uses techniques he learned in a CRS program 
to prevent the Nile River from flooding his village. Bottom: Nancy 
Bargayo and her family lost everything to Typhoon Haiyan. Today, a 
CRS-supported program is helping them earn a living growing crops 
and rearing pigs. Top photo by Ric Francis for CRS; bottom photo 
courtesy of Lukasz Cholewiak/Caritas
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Your Missions Office is the local representative forCatholic Relief Services (CRS). For resources, prayers and more on the papal encyclical on the environment, visit:www.seattlearchdiocese.org/missions
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