
Saint Michael Parish
Olympia, WA

October 18, 2015
Twenty Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time

MASS TIMES: (Check website/app for changes)

Downtown: 
 Monday - Thursday: Noon 
 Friday & Saturday: 9am  
 Saturday Vigil: 5pm,  
 Sunday: 7:30am, 9:30am, 11:30am, 5pm

Westside Chapel: 
 Thursday (1st & 3rd): 6:30am 
 Sunday: 8:30am, 10:30am

RECONCILIATION TIMES: 
Thursday: 11am  
Saturday: 10am, 3pm

PASTOR: Fr. Jim Lee 
PAROCHIAL VICAR: Fr. Charles Banduku 
DEACONS: 
 Rob Rensel 
 Ronnie San Nicolas 
 John Bergford
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Diane & Mattew Winston
Keith Kennedy
Marty Martin
The Emmans Family
Richard Monohon
Ken Zarker
Roger Torrey & Family
Kellen McCauley
Amy Novak
Rick Kranz & Family
Judy McBeth
Mary Deiro
Tonya Hylton
Christel Repp
Patty Leininger
Emilda Abadiyati
Robert Brown
C.E. Redfield
Elizabeth Magee
Ann Keeter
Lou Jessen
Patricia Newsom
Michael Martinez
Andrew McAllister
Ryan Swan
Earl Hall
Patricia Doumit
Cody Norquist
Maria Celeste Rodriguez
Marian Louderback
Chloe Gemma Eric
Kevin Olson
Jackson Alonzo
Jeannette & Rod Mary
Kurt Gulden 
Bruce & Betty Davidson
Elizabeth Farley
Justin Lazara 
June Frances
Jazmin Mojica
Vila & George
John (Mac) McKinley

Gene Putscher 
Pat O’Neill
Martin Barkis
Kathy Sivey
Anne O’Sullivan
Shayla Dahl Hemphil
Terri Eidsvold
Arlene Pecor
Brad Lippert
Kathy Staymates
Kathleen Downey
John McKillip
Michael Grant
Warren Clare
Jimmy Svec
Connie & Harry Archuleta
Anne McCormick
Melanie Roberts
Robert Kelly
Frank Szpara
Hilary Borngesser
Oscar Hernandez Ramirez
Shirley Lopez
Steve Kramer
Sharal Whitecliff
Brent & Katie Arckey
John Kupper
Aurora Witting
Beatrize Q. Taylor
Tom Nolan
Donald Shawver
James Sharp & family
John Kramer
Ann McCauley
Harry Pritchard
Jenny De Melo
Barbara Jean Smith
Elke Villegas
Justin Games
Virgil & Joan Hamblin
Lisa Zander
Jolane Zander

To submit prayer requests, call the Parish Office at (360) 754-4667  
or submit your request via our website under the Contact menu.

If you or someone you know is homebound and  
wishes to receive Holy Communion, please call  

Benedetta Reece at (360) 292-7143 or Dcn. Terry Barber 
at Sacred Heart Parish at (360) 491-0890.

October 18
Is 53:10-11/Heb 4:14-16/
Mk 10:35-45
October 19
Rom 4:20-25/Lk 12:13-21
October 20
Rom 5:12, 15B, 17-19, 
20B-21/Lk 12:35-38
October 21
Rom 6:12-18/Lk 12:39-48

October 22
Rom 6:19-23/Lk 12:49-53 
October 23
Rom 7:18-25A/Lk 12:54-
59
October 24
Rom 8:1-11/Lk 13:1-9 
October 25
Jer 31:7-9/Heb 5:1-6/
Mk 10:46-52

Please Pray for:

Readings:

10/19 MONDAY

9:00am - Pat Gulden U

10/20 TUESDAY

12Noon - Andy & Jean Lechner U

10/21 WEDNESDAY

12Noon - Kathy Pool U

10/22 THURSDAY

12Noon - Reynaldo Ferrera

10/23 FRIDAY

9:00am - Elvira Palisoc Gorska U

10/24 SATURDAY

9:00am - Warren Ballew U

5:00pm - Pat Gulden U

10/25 SUNDAY

7:30am - John Feek U

8:30am - Barbara Cleary U WS

9:30am - Elisa Sabado

10:30am - Mary Tholking Liebat U WS

11:30am - Robert E. Russell, Sr. U

5:00pm - People of St. Michael Parish

Mass Schedule & Intentions (WS - West Side)

prayer list mass schedule & intentions readings
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October 18, 2015 
Twenty Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Since I’m on pilgrimage at the time of this writing, I’ve asked Chris Peterson, our Steward for Faith 
Formation, to share some thoughts with you on the mission and goals of Faith Formation in the 
parish. - Fr. Jim

Dear Parishioners,

The mission of Faith Formation is forming missionary disciples. What is a missionary disciple? It’s someone 
who has encountered Christ and has a personal relationship with him. It’s a person committed to following 
Jesus in His church and compelled to share the good news of salvation found in Christ. What does a disciple 
do? Each day they do their best to place God first in all things, to proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ, and to 
grow in holiness through prayer, sacraments, and service. This is what we are all called to, to be missionary 
disciples. 

In light of the church’s commitment to support you as you worship, grow, serve, give, connect, and share, I 
would like to share how some of these parish expectations are lived out in our ministries.

Connect – Relationships are so vital to forming disciples at SMP. All of us can probably recall that one person 
in our lives that impacted our faith the most. Who was it for you? Who first loved you to Christ? In ministry our 
relationships with those we serve become bridges to God and Faith Formation is in the business of building 
bridges. Connecting is more than saying hi or knowing someone’s name; it’s about investing in each other’s 
lives and being our brother’s keeper. As disciples, all of us are called to connect with others. In Faith Formation 
we seek to build relationship that will lead people closer to Christ and provide opportunities for them to  
connect with other parishioners. Ministry must always be relational and personal. 

Share – Once these relationships are formed, they become the fertile ground to share the Good News and 
plant the seeds of faith in the hearts of those we wish to love to Christ. What is the Good News we share? It’s 
the truth that God loves us deeply in Jesus Christ and is calling us to be reconciled to Himself. This is Good 
News. I still remember hearing this gospel for the first time as a young adult and this truth changed my life 
forever. To know God loves you, wants you and invites you into a loving relationship has the power to heal all 
our wounds. By sharing this with those we serve, we hope to arouse curiosity for God and a deeper desire to 
seek Christ in their lives. When nurtured by love, this desire can lead to a personal encounter with Jesus and 
a commitment to follow Him as a disciple. This sharing of the gospel is vital, for scripture says, “And how can 
they believe in Him of whom they have not heard?” (Romans 10:14)

Grow – Once our brothers and sisters have made a commitment to actively follow Christ, we seek to help 
them discover that faith formation is a lifelong process. Each day we are called to draw closer to God, to 
grow in our understanding of His love and our response to this gift. As a Faith Formation team, we walk with 
everyone wherever they are on this journey and provide opportunities for those in all stages of life to  
become more rooted in Christ. Borrowing a phrase from Matthew Kelly, we want them to become the “best 
version” of themselves--to be the person God intended them to be, to be a missionary disciple. Why?  
Because when we become missionary disciples we worship, grow, serve, give, connect, and share, and in 
doing so, we discover true joy and peace in Christ. 

In Christ,

Chris Peterson 
Steward for Faith Formation

pastor’s notebook
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stewardship

Pastoral Year 2015-2016
Donations Received as of October 11, 2015

Sunday Stewardship $39,198

Online Giving $15,216

Sunday Loose Donations $2,178

Holy Days $0

Youth (Little House) $ 9 0

Total Offertory Collection Received $56,682

As a reminder, this is World Mission Sunday. As a 
Stewardship Parish, 10% of our weekend offertory 
will be tithed for this worldwide collection. Please be 
generous!

treasure
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Are you involved in a parish ministry? If not, you 
should be - from a number of perspectives. In  
today’s Gospel, Jesus tells us something He wants 
us to understand and pursue as a goal, “For the Son 
of Man did not come to be served, but to serve.” 
Service, giving of ourselves, is at the focal point of 
stewardship.

Genuine ministry is done and offered for those to 
whom one is ministering, not for the advantage of 
the one who is ministering. When we join a ministry, 
whether it is liturgical, service, or spiritually supporting, 
and although we certainly receive advantages from 
it, the reality is that we should do it because of the 
help we can give to others. The fundamental focis is 
on what we give, not what we receive.

Jesus was a man of great humility, a quality for which 
we all need to strive. This is not easy in the society 
in which we live. However, as the noted author 
and apologist C.S. Lewis once said, “Humility is not 
thinking less of yourself, but thinking of yourself 
less.” That is our tribulation as Christian stewards: to 
put others before ourselves both in reality and in our 
hearts. With God all things are possible.

- Read more at thecatholicsteward.com

October is Respect Life Month. Please join us in 
saying this prayer throughout October.

Prayer to End Abortion

Lord God, I thank you today for the gift of my life, 

And for the lives of all my brothers and sisters. 

I know there is nothing that destroys more life than 
abortion, 

Yet I rejoice that you have conquered death by the 
Resurrection of Your Son. 

I am ready to do my part in ending abortion. 

Today I commit myself 

Never to be silent, 

Never to be passive, 

Never to be forgetful of the unborn. 

I commit myself to be active in the pro-life movement, 

And never to stop defending life 

Until all my brothers and sisters are protected, 

And our nation once again becomes 

A nation with liberty and justice 

Not just for some, but for all, 

Through Christ our Lord. Amen!



parish happenings

Wildlife Update

St. Michael Parish occupies 25 
acres of land on three campuses 
 across Thurston County. We 
share our properties with an 
abundant wildlife population. All 
three sites have families of deer, 
raccoons, squirrels, birds, and  
other animals who visit or live here. 

When selecting new plants and 
trees, the Landscape Committee 
takes into account the nesting 
and nutritional value they will 
add for our animal neighbors. 
Our Adopt-A-Flower Bed  
Program limits the need for  
herbicides that can degrade the 
natural environment, thanks to 
hard working volunteers who 
weed and care for the landscape.

The parish is currently partnering 
with the City of Olympia and the 
Stream Team at our Westside 
campus to monitor amphibian 
migration taking place at water 
sources throughout the neighbor-
hood. What a joy it is to attend 
Mass at the Westside and have 
a deer family wander past the 
window behind the altar!

The half-acre site owned by the 
parish located across from the 
Downtown upper parking lot has 
become home to several families 
of wildlife, including an owl. The 
heavily wooded property is thick 
with berries and other natural 
foods and has become a natural 
oasis in an urban environment.

As stewards of the environment 
we take seriously our responsi-
bility to share our spaces with 
our wildlife neighbors.    

Life Is Changed, Not Ended

Catholic cemeteries are where 
faith is strengthened, hope is 
awakened, and remembrance is 
accomplished through perpetual 
care. Through the support of our 
faith community, Archdiocesan 
Catholic cemeteries are able to 
provide free burial for the needy, 
members who cannot afford a 
sacred place of burial, and all 
infants in our communities.

Preparation for death is an 
essential part of life for a Christian.  
Death marks the end of our 
stewardship on earth and is 
the beginning of our eternal 
life. Talking about death is 
never easy, but discussion and 
pre-planning can eliminate stress 
and confusion and assist grieving 
family and friends. Cemetery  
arrangements can be made 
well in advance, alleviating the 
burden on survivors at a very 
stressful time. Catholics may also 
wish to choose cremation, but 
the Church still has specific  
expectations for burial of cremated 
remains in a cemetery. 

For more info on our Calvary 
Catholic Cemetery in Tumwater, 
pre-arrangements, and other 
questions, please call the parish 
office or check the Seattle Catholic 
Cemeteries Association:

acc-seattle.com/index.html

All Souls

The church reminds us through-
out the month of November to 
pray for the deceased. Beginning 
with the solemnity of All Saints, 
November 1, we pray in commu-
nion with all the saints rejoicing 
in heaven. The next day, on All 
Souls, we pray for those who 
have gone before us marked 
with the sign of faith. Mass is at 
noon. We will celebrate Evening 
Prayer at 6:30pm in the down-
town church and recall by name 
those buried from our parish in 
the past year, lighting a candle 
for each one. If you have lost a 
loved one, recently or long ago, 
near or far, please join us.

If you have not already placed 
the name of your loved one in 
the Book of the Names of the 
Dead please add it. (It is not  
necessary to write it in each year 
if you’ve previously added it.)

It is a Latino custom to set up 
a home altar this time of year 
with pictures, candy, candles, 
and food, to honor the dead and 
keep them in prayer. We’ll do the 
same in our downtown church. 

You are invited to bring photos 
or a remembrance of your loved 
ones who have died and place 
them on the All Souls Day table 
by the font. Please bring your 
picture (photocopies are best) 
the weekend before and give it 
to the Sacristan or bring it with 
you on November 1/2. We will 
keep the picture through No-
vembe 21/22.  Please put your 
name and phone number on it so 
that we can return it to you.
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parish happenings

Suffering from a grave illness 
and interested in joining a faith 
based support group? Please call.

Bene Reece  
(360) 292-7143  
breece@saintmichaelparish.org

Get out of your shell!

Six Week Advent Session begins 
the week of Nov 8.

Small Groups will meet in homes or 
at the parish each week to:

- Break open the Sunday Scripture   
  with Lectio Divina

- Gain wisdom and hear a  
  reflection from Fr. Jim

- Share prayer, insights and God  
  sightings in a confidential setting

- Meet other parishioners and 
  share life and faith experiences

- Deepen your own faith/life  
  connection in a supportive  
  environment

What does your small group look 
like? You choose! Gather a few 
friends and take your friendship 
to a whole new level by starting 
a new group. Or, join one of the 
existing small groups hosted on a 

variety of days, at many times and 
locations. 

To sign-up, simply go to the parish 
website and click the “Join a Small 
Group” post. Look through the 
available groups, find the best fit 
for you and fill out the simple  
registration form. 

Would you like to be a facilitator?  
You can form your own group or 
we will help you form it. Materials 
and format provided. New facilitator 
training will be held on October 31, 
beginning with 9am Mass followed 
by training in the Multipurpose 
Room. To sign up, just click the 
“Faciltate a Small Group” post on 
the website.

“I can’t emphasize enough how directly 
and lovingly everyone in my group 
cares and prays for me and each 
member of our group.”

“ Meeting with and forming relation-
ships with those in the small group 
encourages me to dig deep into 
scripture and live in a manner that 
demonstrates this deeper knowledge. 
The members of my group are really 
my faith family!”

Diane Steinbrecher 
smp.smallgroups@gmail.com 
saintmichaelparish.org/learn/small-
groups

St. Michael School 5Th Grade 
Christmas Wreath Sales

These hand-made, noble fir 
wreaths are constructed of the 
freshest evergreens in the North-
west!!

For the 26th year, the wreaths 
and garland will be made locally 
by Nisqually Farm.

All proceeds/donations go towards 
the St. Michael 5th grade class 
trip to attend the Shakespearean 
Festival in Ashland, OR in June 
2016. 

Pre-sales after all downtown 
and Westside morning Masses 
on Nov. 1. 

Each order includes an amount 
that can be claimed on tax returns 
as a deductible charitable 
contribution. Those amounts are 
clearly shown on the order form.

We were blessed last week to host Fr. Charles’ archbishop, visiting from 
the Democratic Republic of Congo!
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parish happenings

In Financial Peace University we 
learn to follow the seven baby 
steps toward financial freedom. 
Baby step one is saving $1000. 
Why is this important? Because 
around 70% of households live 
paycheck to paycheck and 
cannot cover typical unexpected 
expenses like emergency vet 
bills or car repairs and so go into 
debt to cover them. Join our FPU 
students and start building your 
emergency fund today!

If you were unable to attend 
these fall classes, we will offer 
FPU again in the spring. 

Dear St. Michael Parishioners,

Thank you for your stewardship in making our S.M.A.R.T. Family 
Night such a success. It was wonderful to see so many families in 
attendance and enjoying the evening of fun, food and fellowship!   
I am pleased to announce that we met our fund-a-need goal and we 

will be moving forward with our plan to install an exhaust fan to help cool our gym. Additionally, the live and silent 
auctions generated essential funding for our capital improvements fund and school endowment. Please mark 
your calendars and stay tuned for information about our S.M.A.R.T. Gala on April 23rd.

 This week we held parent-teacher conferences to help deepen relationships and facilitate open communication 
between teachers, parents, and students. As a Catholic school, we rely upon a strong and healthy partnership 
between parents and teachers for the ongoing spiritual, intellectual, physical, social, emotional, and aesthetic 
development of each student. I am grateful for the commitment that our parents are making to partner with us in 
the interest of student growth. 

 Our students in grades 3-8 will be starting the ITBS test on October 19th. This test serves as an academic “snap-
shot” for each of our students and generates valuable data for our teachers. Demonstrating our commitment 
to academic excellence as a Catholic school, as a staff we will analyze the individual, class, and all-school data.  
Through this we will both celebrate our successes and set goals to improve student learning in key areas.  

Are you interested in learning more about your parish school and seeing Catholic education in action? Please 
contact the school at (360) 754-5131 to schedule a tour or receive registration information today.  

Blessings,

Connor Geraghty, Principal 

Interested in joining other  
parishioners in a walk/run 
group? Call Bene!

Bene Reece  
(360) 292-7143  
breece@saintmichaelparish.org

To commemorate Fr. Jim’s 40th 
anniversary of ordination we are 
enhancing the devotional spaces 
in the church (Blessed Virgin 
Mary and Sacred Heart alcoves).   
You may have seen the plans 
in May when we celebrated 
his 40th. If you missed seeing 
them, the boards will be in the 
Gathering Space for the next two 
Sundays for you to view.  As this 
is a project he requested for his 
anniversary, we are accepting 
monetary gifts. Your donation 
can be made at the parish office.



“St. Pete’s Needlers” are looking 
for volunteers to stuff pillows 
for patients.  They meet once a 
week at the Sunshine House at 
Providence St. Peter Hospital.  
Pillows can be dropped off at 
your house and picked up when 
you are finished.

Bene Reece 
(360) 292-7115 
breece@saintmichaelparish.org
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community happeningsparish happenings

Experience the joy of a World-
wide Marriage Encounter week- 
end at the Sheraton Bellevue 
Hotel on November 13-15. 

Experience real growth of respect, 
commitment, and love in your 
marriage!

(206) 772-2344 
wwme.org 

As a disciple of Jesus Christ, 
Saint Michael Parish is  
committed to support you to:

Grow
in faith as you make your way 
on your spiritual journey

Worship
through the joyful celebration 
of the Sacraments to deepen 
your relationship with Jesus 
Christ

Serve
by providing opportunities 
to develop your God-given 
talents and put them to work 
for others in ministry

Give
by being transparent and 
accountable in all financial 
matters and fostering  
stewardship as a way of life

Connect
by offering opportunities to 
develop deep and lasting 
relationships with fellow 
Catholics

Share
by offering tools on how to 
help draw others into the 
Catholic faith and a relation-
ship with Jesus Christ

As a disciple of Jesus Christ 
and a member of St. Michael 
Parish, I am committed to:

Grow
by embracing my Catholic 
faith and committing to  
personal spiritual growth

Worship
by Making All Sundays Sacred 
(M.A.S.S.) and participating in 
the Sacraments

Serve
by sharing my time and talent 
in ministry with fellow  
parishioners and the broader 
community

Give
by sharing my financial  
treasure in stewardship to 
build the Kingdom of God

Connect
by reaching out to others in  
hospitality and welcome

Share
the good news of the  
Gospels by inviting others into 
the Catholic faith and a  
relationship with Jesus Christ
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parish happeningsyouth ministry

Life Teen This Week:  Alpha Series - “Faith: How Do I Have Faith?”
Next Week: Alpha Series - “Pray: Why & How do I Pray?”

EDGE This Week: Believe It Series: Begotten (Jesus the only begotten Son) 
Next Week: Believe It Series: Game Changer (Jesus rose again on the third day) 
Parents, please subscribe to the EDGE Parent List:: http://eepurl.com/FcaRl

Chris Peterson, Steward for  
LifeTeen 
(360) 292-7106 
cpeterson@saintmichaelparish.org

Rachel Yabut, Steward for  
EDGE & Middle School Ministry 
(360) 292-7137 
ryabut@saintmichaelparish.org

Register online for the Life Teen 
fall retreat, November 13-15!

Treats in the Trunk!

Saturday,  October 31 
6-7:30pm

Come to 5pm Mass dressed in 
your saint and ‘holy people of 
God” costumes. Join the  
procession after Mass and follow 
Fr. Jim to the All Saints Treats 
in the Trunk celebration in and 
around the covered play area at 
the school. 

Gather treats from trunks, pick 
up another Happy Saint card for 
your collection, enjoy FREE hot 
cider, popcorn and corn dogs! 
Invite your friends and neighbors 
to join you and show them how 
we “hallow” (honor) the communion 
of saints!

Leanne Bergford 
(360) 292-7112 
lbergford@saintmichaelparish.org

Calling All Cars!

Help us make Treats in the Trunk 
a huge success and bigger 
every year! Decorate a car trunk 
or truck bed portraying a saint, 
Bible story, or harvest theme. 
Hosts may come dressed in  
costume to match their display.

Park your car between 4:30-5pm 
in the school play area (there 
will be folks to direct you).  Bring 
treats for 200 children and 
distribute treats to the little saints 
between 6-7:30pm. Then simply 
close your trunk at 7:30pm and 
go home. Help us reach our goal 
of 30 cars for this year! People’s 
choice awards for the best trunk! 
Call or email Leanne to sign up.

Leanne Bergford 
(360) 292-7112 
lbergford@saintmichaelparish.org

Catholic War Veterans

Far too may of our fellow vets 
live burdened by poverty, 
homelessness, unemployment, 
disability, post traumatic stress, 
substance abuse, incarceration, 
and more. In military terms, this 
situation rates a “ NO GO.”

Yet, YOU can help.  If you are a 
veteran (including active duty 
or reserve) or someone who 
supports vets, come to discuss 
forming a Catholic War Veterans 
post in the South Sound.  The 
mission is simple - vets helping 
other  vets.  You’ve heard it be-
fore:  We take care of our own; 
no one gets left behind. If you’ve 
wanted to do something to help, 
be at the Knights of Columbus 
Columbian Hall, 6794 Martin Way 
East, at 1830 (6:30pm), Tuesday, 
November 3.  As a veteran and a 
disciple Jesus Christ, you know 
the meaning of service to others.

Bene Reece
(360) 292-7143 
breece@saintmichaelparish.org
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The mission of Saint Michael Parish:

Place God First in all things; 
Proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ; and 
Grow in Holiness through Prayer, Sacraments,  
and Service.

Downtown Church 
1055 Boundary St SE 
Olympia, WA 98501

Saturday Vigil  5pm  
Sunday Mass  7:30, 9:30, & 11:30am 
LifeTeen Mass   5pm
Weekday Mass: (See pg. 1 for schedule changes) 
Monday - Thursday 12noon  
Fridays & Saturdays  9am 

Westside Chapel 
1835 Overhulse Rd NW 

Olympia, WA 98502

Sunday Mass  8:30am & 10:30am
Vietnamese Mass 1:30pm 
2nd Sunday of the Month
Weekday Mass: 
1st and 3rd Thursdays  6:30am

Reconciliation (Downtown Only):

Saturday  Following 9am Mass  
          3-4:45pm 

Thursday   11-11:45am

The St. Joseph Chapel is open for prayer 24/7.

St. Michael Parish Office  (360) 754-4667
St. Michael Calvary     (360) 754-4667 ext 138 
Catholic Cemetery 
3850 Cleveland Ave. Tumwater, WA 
Steve Erickson, Cemetery Director  
St. Michael School    (360) 754-5131 
St. Vincent de Paul Soc.   Mon, Wed, Fri  1-3pm 
      (360) 352-7554
Clothing Bank      Tues  9-11:00am
                             Thur. 6:30-8pm
      Sat. 9-11am
Pregnancy Aid       (360) 956-7413  
      24 hr msg  
      M, T, Th, Fri  2-4pm  
      Wed. 9am-Noon
St. Mike’s Tikes     (360) 586-1585

“What do I do to make the Church a community where 
everyone feels welcomed and understood, everyone 
feels the mercy and love of God who renews life?” - 
Pope Francis, General Audience, May 29, 2013

Each of us can make our parish a more welcoming 
place to newcomers, persons with disabilities, and 
persons with special needs. Here are a few ideas:

• If you see a parent struggling with a child’s 
behavior, offer a friendly smile, a sympathetic 
nod, or a helping hand.

• If you see a person physically struggling to get 
in, hold open a door, scoot down in the pew, or 
offer to carry something.

• If you see a person exhibiting unusual behav-
ior, understand it might be a sign of a disability. 
Embrace the person as a child of God and 
understand that each of us has different ways 
of receiving and communicating God’s love.

• If you see someone who is disheveled or out 
of sorts, consider that he or she might be in 
dire straits. Act with compassion.

• Some people may struggle to get to or sit 
through the Mass. Offer a ride, an open door, 
or simply acceptance and understanding.

• A warm smile, a nod, or a small kindness can 
make all the difference.

“Amen, I say to you, whatever you did for one of 
these least brothers of mine, you did for me.”  
- Matthew 25:40

All are welcome!

How to be a Church of open doors


