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JESUS CHRIST, AND TO GROW IN HOLINESS THROUGH PRAYER, SACRAMENTS, AND SERVICE.
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DECEMBER 18, 2016 - FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

"Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary your wife into your home. For it is through the Holy Spirit that this child 
has been conceived in her. She will bear a son and you are to name him Jesus, because he will save his people from their 

sins." When Joseph awoke, he did as the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took his wife into his home.

On this fourth Sunday of Advent, we view the Annunciation through the eyes of St. Joseph. Matthew gives us insight into this man 
of righteousness and integrity. He respected Mary. He must have loved her deeply to be willing to risk his own reputation to save 
hers. Then on top of it, he is open to the voice of an angel he encounters in a dream. He did what the Lord had commanded him.

Over 10 years ago, it was this passage that struck my heart in a very deep way. I had been thinking about beginning the men’s 
group to help support guys on their spiritual journey as husbands, fathers, grandfathers and just guys. In my plan, I thought this 
would last for a year. I had no idea what God had in store.

We have been meeting now for over 10 years almost every Wednesday morning. Each Wednesday we gather, usually with a cup 
of coffee, and begin at 6:30 AM with Brian Ziegler leading us in song and prayer. His music is so uplifting and inspiring. Then after 
praying the Prayer of Abandonment, we pray a psalm together and often add intercessions for our needs. It is a time to share 
words of thanks and praise to God for the good He has provided us in our lives.

This then leads us to some topic about our spiritual life and health, a recent article, happening in the church, or whatever else God 
seems to be calling us to do. We end at 7:30 AM with the prayer of St. Michael the Archangel. Many of the guys hang around and 
talk for a while and enjoy each other’s company.

Even though there are about 40 to 45 men who are regulars, the group is always open to new members. Some guys come when 
they can, while others are there almost every week. There is no sign up or commitment to be there. The only thing we really ask is 
carefulness, openness and honesty. God usually does the rest.

I want to take this opportunity to invite any men in the parish to come to our Wednesday morning Men’s Group. We are very 
flexible and welcoming. Please consider this as an opportunity to grow in your faith, to come to understand your relationship with 
Christ, and as a relationship with other men who seek to grow in their faith.

Thank You:

I want to personally thank all of you who took the opportunity to spend some time with the members of the Building Committee 
after Masses two weeks ago and to all those who filled out the online survey. The Building Committee continues to meet, taking 
into account all of the feedback that we have received since the beginning of February. We’ll have more information available at 
the beginning of the year addressing some of the questions and ideas presented. Stay tuned!

How to Invite Others to Christmas:

Christmas is a wonderful opportunity to evangelize. Yet, most Catholics do not invite others to join them to celebrate Christmas. 
According to Google, church searches increase over 25% the week before Christmas. So I would like to offer just some simple 
suggestions on how you might invite a family member, a coworker, a neighbor, or someone that you have been thinking about.

1) Pray for that person.

2) Think about your own experience of Christmas and how you might tell your story of how much your faith means to you.

3) Pray for the guidance of the Holy Spirit on how best to ask.

4) Pick up one of the small invitation cards after Mass as a way to invite.

5) A warm, personal invitation is the most effective evangelization tool.

6) Offer to pick them up at their home or to meet them when they arrive at the church.

7) If they agree, make sure you tell them how much you appreciate their willingness. You may want to suggest getting together in a 
few days to talk about what it was like.

8) Don’t be discouraged if they say no. Just remember, 70% of Thurston County does not claim church affiliation. “The field is ripe 
for the harvest.”

 
May these final days of Advent be filled with much peace and joyful anticipation.

In Christ, I love you

PASTOR’S NOTEBOOK
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Sharon Dovell
Gene Putscher 
Pat O’Neill 
Giorgio Bresda
Jessica & Justin Spurrier 
The Patten Family
Patricia Benedict 
Janet Schwarz 
Doug Holcomb
Jackson Steele
Joey Lynn Benck
Martha
Debbie Piercey
Rick Kunkle 
LaFond Family 
Adderley Family 
Arlene Cooper 
Theresa Nye 
Cindy Lambert 
Maryann Morris
Ode Johnsen
Jeanette Nielson
Rick Slenes
Leon Graham
Rachel Ho
Avery
Don Alder 
Hilary Borngesser 
The O’Sullivan Family 
Michael Petrino 
Nancy Cosgrove
Stan
Barbara Jean Smith 
Janette Akehurst 
Chi & Lan Nguyen’s Family 
Olivia Casey
Art G.
Shane Sampson
Christin Bergeron
Joy Foy
Ken Spiels 

Zaneta
Patty Leininger
Karla Bland
Avery Shawver
Tami Grant
Robert Kelly
Teresa Labouff family 
Billy Hylton
Tonya Hylton
Shirley Hylton 
Theresa Hylton 
Natalia Shtirbu
Marianna Jarrett
Geri Wiskirken 
Constance Patnude
Janice Putnam 
Rosanne Burns
The Riley Family 
Susan Josephine Malinao 
Mary Anderson 
Jim & Sue Anderson 
Dan Damian Sr. 
Martin Barkis 
Cara & Brian Barkis 
Nancy Leone 
Carmen McHugh 
James Anderson 
Brandon and Landy
Marva Lamb 
Bruce Sherman 
Bruce & Betty Davidson
Bob Haines
Bruce Taylor
Nemi Wright
Eileen Hood
Jilson
Prescott Family
George Koll
Dave Pulaski
John McKillip
Robert Brown
Larry Ross
Maningas Family

PLEASE PRAY FOR:

12/19 MONDAY

12noon - Teresa Pochopien

12/20 TUESDAY

12Noon - Gabriel San Nicolas

12/21 WEDNESDAY

12Noon - Alan Pruitt

12/22 THURSDAY 
 

6:30am - Alice Adams U Westside

12Noon - Luis de Arias

12/23 FRIDAY

9:00am - Jeannine Allen U

12/24 SATURDAY

9:00am - Family of Emilio R.  
Malinao, Sr.

5:00pm - Larry LaFond U

5:00pm - Bill Stolberg U Westside

7:30pm - Karen Willey U Westside

8:00pm - Deceased Members of  
DeSimone Family

U

12am - Herta Galitelo U

12/25 SUNDAY 
The Nativity of the Lord

9:30am - Andy & Jean Lechner U

11:30am - Nida Martin & Family

MASS SCHEDULE & INTENTIONS 

To submit prayer requests, call the Parish Office at (360) 
754-4667 or submit your request via our  
website under the Contact menu.

If you or someone you know is homebound and wishes 
to receive Holy Communion, please call:  
Benedetta Reece at (360) 292-7143 or Dcn. Terry  
Barber at Sacred Heart Parish at (360) 491-0890.

*We offer the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick as well as 
the blessing of religious articles at the 9am Mass on the first 
Saturday of every month.

INCENSE SCHEDULE 
Incense will be used at the  
following Mass locations/times
 

Dec 24: Downtown-8pm,Midnight 
 Westside-7:30pm

Dec 25: Downtown- 11:30am 
 Westside- No Christmas  
 day Masses
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RECENTLY ADDED ON FORMED: 
 
The True Meaning of Christmas 
Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen's books, tapes, homilies, re-
treats, and television series have inspired countless souls all 
over the world. This digitally-mastered presentation com-
bines classic recordings of his timeless reflections on the 
meaning of the Incarnation of Jesus, mixed with Gregorian 
Chant and seasonal music. It is sure to become a family 
favorite! 

Guadalupe y el Misterio del Verbo Encarnado 
La aparicion en el Tepeyac trajo el Hijo de Dios al Nuevo 
Mundo como lo trajo a la cueva de Belen hace dos mil anos. 
Los sacrificios de las piramides aztecas han sido rempla-
zados por el sacrificio eterno del Cordero en los altares 
catolicos. Cada senal milagrosa tiene un significado y el de 
Guadalupe es recordar que en la eucarista el verbo encar-
dano que entro en el cuerpo de Maria entra de nueva en 
cada uno de nosostros. En esta presentacion el codice de 
Guadalupe es revelado desde una perspectiva asombrosa, 
la relacion entre Maria, el Aposcalipsis, y la sagrada eucar-
ista.

give

Because of your faithful stewardship, every parishioner can  
experience hundreds of hours of viewing, reading, and listening  
to the best Catholic content. Enrich your life and bless your  
family—sign up and begin using FORMED today!

GO TO: WWW.FORMED.ORG 
ENTER OUR PARISH CODE: V6GRWQ

Please prayerfully consider making a 
pledge to SMP this coming year. You can 

turn a pledge card in to the Parish Office or 
online at www.saintmichaelparish.org

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE

Pastoral Year 2016-2017
Donations Received as of December 11, 2016

Sunday Stewardship $38,909

Online Giving $19,359

Sunday Loose Donations $1,448

Holy Days $1,569

Youth (Little House) $ 8 0

Total Offertory Collection Received $61,365

Year to Date Received $1,390,978

Total Donations Needed $1,340,832

Ahead of Goal $50,146

STEWARDSHIP
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HOMEBOUND AND WISHING TO 
RECEIVE HOLY COMMUNION?
Do you know someone who is tempo-
rarily or permanently homebound? Are 
you yourself homebound and unable 
to attend Mass? Please call Bene 
Reece at (360) 292-7143 to receive 
Holy Communion.  
 

If you are interested in receiving the 
Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick, 
please call the office at (360-754-
4667) to schedule a visit from a priest. 
  

If it is not an emergency, please call 
the office in advance. If it is an emer-
gency and it is after office hours, 
please leave a message with your 
name and number on our emergency 
line and you will be called as soon as 
possible.

Contact: 
Bene Reece 
(360) 292-7143 
breece@saintmichaelparish.org
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BENEDICTION
Many Catholics have never experi-
ence Benediction or prayed before 
the exposed Blessed Sacrament in a 
monstrance.

Saint Michael Parish will have 
Benediction at the end of each Mass on 
the weekend of December 31/January 1.

The plan at this time is to use incense for 
Benediction only at Saturday 5pm, and 
Sunday at 7:30am, 8:30am, and 11:30am 
Mass. If you are sensitive to incense, you 
will be invited to either move away from 
the altar after communion or you may 
choose to leave.

 
Contact: 
Michelle Clinton 
(360) 292-7111 
mclinton@saintmichaelparish.org

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
Have you considered partaking in 
Eucharistic Adoration as a Christmas gift 
or perhaps as a New Years Resolution?

Saint Michael Parish is in need of 
Adorers at the following times:

     - Monday 3pm 

     - Monday 5pm

     - Tuesday 10am

     - Thursday 6pm

     - Thursday 10pm

     - Friday 7am

     - Friday 11am

     - Saturday 1pm

If you would like more information about 
Eucharistic Adoration or you would like 
to sign up, please contact Roger.

Contact: 
Roger Theine 
rtheine@comcast.net

PLEASE NOTE: Christmas Morning Masses are Downtown only at 9:30am & 11:30am. No Westside Masses Christmas Day.
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CHRISTMAS OFFICE HOURS
December 23: Closing at 12noon
December 24, 25 & 26: Closed

December 27 & 28: Open 9am-3pm
December 29 & 30: Closed
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LIQUOR WITH THE VICAR
Wednesday, December 21, 6:30pm to 8:30pm

O'Blarney's: 4411 Martin Way East, Olympia, WA 98516

Join us for an evening of fellowship and discussion with guest speaker Fr. Cody Ross. Please wear 
your favorite Ugly Christmas Sweater and bring a gift for our White Elephant Exchange. All are 
welcome and we look forward to seeing you there!

Contact: Elizabeth Lyons • (360) 292-7119 • elyons@saintmichaelparish.org

MASS & MARCH FOR LIFE
Monday, Jan 23, 2017

Mass will be held at 9:30am at St. Martin's University in Lacey (Marcus Pavilion). March will follow 
at the State Capitol in Olympia. 

For more information, please visit the Seattle Archdiocesan website at: www.seattlearchdiocese.
org. Click on: "Faith Formation/Events and Resources"

connect

HAPPENINGS

SIMBANG GABI
Sunday, December 18 at the 11:30am Mass

Saint Michael Parish will host a Simbang Gabi to honor the Blessed Virgin Mary as she prayerfully 
awaits the birth of Christ. Like Mary, we wish to prepare a spiritual place for Jesus. 

Sacred Heart Choir will sing the music in Tagalog.

Contact: Leovy Cabrera • (360) 357-6876

NEW TO THE PARISH?
Sunday, December 18 after the 9:30am Mass

Join us for our monthly Orientation!

Join your hosts, Mike and Sharon Rushing, by the baptismal font immediately following Mass. You’ll 
be treated to a tour of our facilities and a meet & greet with Fr. Jim. Staff will also be available to 
answer any questions you might have. Welcome to our parish family - we can’t wait to meet you!
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HAPPENINGS

grow
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Dear St. Michael Parishioners,

Advent greetings! As we journey through this Advent season together as a 
community, I hope that you are enjoying the celebration of your own Advent 
traditions within your families. Here at school, we have many special traditions 
during this time of year to prepare our hearts for Christmas: Reconciliation, 
our St. Nicholas Feast Day celebration, and the Senior Luncheon/Christmas 
Program (to name a few!). Our 8th graders led us into the third week of Advent 
at Monday Morning Opening this week with a special focus on the Feast of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe through prayer and a reenactment of Mary’s appearance 
to Juan Diego.

Amidst the excitement and distractions of this time of year, we have been 
guiding our students to focus their hearts on Jesus as we continue our advent 
journeys. Thank you for praying for our school community as we prepare our 
students to be joyful, faith-filled disciples of Jesus Christ.

Blessings,

Connor Geraghty St. Michael Parish School Principal
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SMALL GROUPS: MAKING A DIFFERENCE 
The "Jesus Peeps" have been an inspiration to all of our small groups. As the 
youngest group, they have shown us how a small group can give service by car-
oling for the poor, giving comfort bags to the homeless, making decorations for 
parish functions, and preparing meals for Alpha. Now they have inspired another 
group of people: their little sisters! Forming this Advent, these 9 year olds call 
themselves "The Holy Doves" and share God-sightings and Lectio Divina each 
week. How has your group inspired others or served your community? 
 
If you were unable to join the 300+ parishioners preparing for Advent in small 
groups, you can follow along by using the reflection sheets and Fr. Jim/Fr. 
Cody's videos posted on the website at saintmichaelparish.org/learn/small 
groups. Click on “Resources”. 
 
Contact: Michaela Moreau • smp.smallgroups@gmail.com

serve

CATHOLIC CHILDREN’S BIBLES
A new shipment of St. Mary’s Press 
Catholic Children’s Bibles and custom 
zippered Bible covers are now avail-
able at the Parish office! This is a full 
text Bible in a translation accessi-
ble to children. Unique color coded 
navigational aids give children, even 
non-readers, the opportunity to locate 
passages by chapter and verse.  
Pick up a copy for your children or 
grandchildren today!  
Suggested Donation: Bible $20, 
Cover $5

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL 
CLOTHING BANK
Winter is here! St. Vincent DePaul 
Clothing Bank is seeking donations of 
new or gently used warm winter cloth-
ing, blankets, sleeping bags, and coats. 
Also, new socks and underwear are 
always especially appreciated.  Donation 
Receipts are available inside the dona-
tion shed located in the upper parking 
lot, ground floor level to the Rectory 
building. Thank you for your continuous 
generosity! 
 
Contact: 
St. VIncent de Paul Office 
360)352-7554 
Office is open Monday, Wednesdays, & 
Fridays from 1-3pm.
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FOOD BANK COLLECTION MINISTRY
"Monthly Food Bank Collection Ministry of Saint Michael Parish" A featured 
article and photos from the Thurston County Food Bank newsletter.

It's no wonder that a man described as "having a caring heart" would initiate 
a program to ease hunger in his community. In the mid 1900's Father William 
(Bill) Haussmann invited several parishioners of St. Michael Church to assist in 
setting up a program to collect food for the Thurston County Food Bank. Among 
these benevolent individuals were Jim Blue and Byron Brunelle. Together, the 
monthly Sunday Food Bank Collection Ministry of Saint Michael Parrish was 
formed. Byron offered his pickup truck to transport donations from the church 
to the Food Bank, no easy task as the older volunteers had to crawl into the 
truck and drag the bags into the back of the canopied area. In time, more 
folks jumped on board - Bob and Doris Smith, Joe and Nikki Raudebaugh, 
Pam McCauley and Pat Daly, to name a few. When Byron relocated and his 
vehicle was no longer available, the Raudebaughs approached Robert Coit, 
Food Bank Director, for a solution. A new system was put in place, one that 
would keep the rain from saturating the paper bags. Currently, on Food Bank 
Sunday, donations are collected at Saint Michael Westside by Ron and Myrna 
Welsh and transported to the downtown Church. Early Monday morning, Pat 
Daly picks up the Food Bank van to deliver the food collected from both sites 
to the Thurston County Food Bank Warehouse and Distribution Center.

Parishioners contribute monetary gifts as well as food. In 2015 alone, the gen-
erous members of St. Michael Parish contributed 8,000 pounds of food and 
$29,000 in monetary donations, all to aid in alleviating hunger in our com-
munity. The Food Bank is extremely grateful to Benedetta Reece, Steward 
for Pastoral Care and Social Ministries, as well as current and past volunteers 
and parish donors for embracing the vision of Fr. Haussmann and adopting 
his "caring heart."
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CHRISTMAS GIVING: SUCCESS!
Thank you to all who participated in the 
Christmas Giving Tree gift drive at Saint 
Michael Parish!

This past week, the Parish office was 
full of Christmas gifts that will be dis-
tributed to those in need throughout our 
community. Because of your kindness 
and generousity, many Thurston County 
families' Christmas mornings will be a 
little brighter.

May you have a blessed Christmas with 
your friends and family!

BOOK STUDY: WHAT IS GOD'S PLAN?  
Where is history headed? What is our purpose and role in God’s plan?  
Discuss these questions when you join our book study of The History of the 
Kingdom of God, Part 1: From Creation to Parousia by scripture scholar and 
co-founder of Catechesis of the Good Shepherd Sofia Cavalletti. We will explore 
key Scriptures along with Sofia’s reflections. This text is foundational to the 
work we do in Catechesis of the Good Shepherd with 6 to 12 year old children. 
The themes explored apply to all seeking a greater understanding of Salvation 
History. 
The book study group will meet on Mondays from 9:45-11:15am, January 9–June 
12  Books are available for purchase or loan from St. Michael’s Parish or from  
www.cgsusa.org.  
If you are seeking childcare please contact Mary Trotter by Tuesday, January 3 
with the numbers, ages and names of your children. 
Contact: Mary Trotter • (360) 292-7117 • mtrotter@saintmichaelparish.org

share

BIBLE STUDIES
We have two new Bible Studies begin-
ning at Saint Michael Parish in 2017.

•Catholicism Series: Friday evenings at 
6:30pm. Beginning in January.

•Ephesians: Thursday mornings at 
9am. Beginning in February.

Bible Studies are a wonderful way to 
grow in your faith in a group setting, 
We would love to have you join us! If 
you would like to sign up for a Bible 
Study Series or would like more infor-
mation, please call the Parish office.

Contact: 
Elizabeth Lyons 
(360) 292-7119 
elyons@saintmichaelparish.org
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Upcoming events
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Join us for an evening of music, praise & 
worship. Bring your family and friends!

Permission slips for Laser Tag 
are available on SMP website.

All are welcome! Feel free to 
bring a friend along for the fun.

Rachel Yabut, Steward for EDGE and 
Middle School Ministry 
(360) 292-7137 
ryabut@saintmichaelparish.org

Chris Peterson, Steward for Faith  
Formation and Life Teen 
(360) 292-7106  
cpeterson@saintmichaelparish.org

YOUTH MINISTRY

LIFE NIGHT 

TONIGHT:
XLT

NEXT WEEK: 

No Life Teen

EDGE NIGHT 

TONIGHT:
XLT

NEXT WEEK:
No Edge


