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NORMAL MASS TIMES: 
(Daily Mass times often change – Check schedule on page 3)

Downtown:  
1055 Boundary St. SE
Monday – Thursday: Noon | Friday & Saturday: 9 am  
Saturday: 5 pm | Sunday: 7:30, 9:30 & 11:30 am, 5 pm
Westside Chapel:  
1835 Overhulse Rd. NW
Thursday (1st & 3rd): 6:30 am 
Sunday: 8:30am, 10:30 am 
2nd Sunday: 1:30 pm (Vietnamese)

RECONCILIATION TIMES: 
Thursday: 11 am | Saturday: 9:45 am, 3 pm
PASTOR: 
Fr. Jim Lee
PAROCHIAL VICAR: 
Fr. Cody Ross
DEACONS: 
Rob Rensel 
John Bergford

MISSION

Our mission is to place God first in all things, to pro-
claim the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and to grow in holiness 
through prayer, sacraments, and service.

1208 11th Ave. SE, Olympia 98501 
(360) 754-4667 
www.saintmichaelparish.org

OFFICE HOURS (Summer hours)

Monday – Thursday: 9 am - 5 pm 
Friday: 9 am - 12 Noon (closed weekends)

CALVARY CEMETERY ext. 138 
3850 Cleveland Ave., Tumwater 98501
ST. MICHAEL SCHOOL (360) 754-5131 
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY 
Mon, Wed, Fri  1-3pm (360) 352-7554
CLOTHING BANK  
Tues & Sat 9-11am, Thur. 6:30-8pm
PREGNANCY AID   (360) 956-7413  
M, T, Th, Fri  2-4pm, Wed. 9am-Noon
ST. MIKE’S TIKES  (360) 586-1585
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SEEDS AND SOIL
This Sunday finds us in the 
middle of summer and for 
us Olympians, it is Lakefair 
Fun – that is unless you 
are volunteering cook-
ing burgers in one of the 
food booths or if you 
get caught in the traffic 
downtown because you 
forgot. Hopefully though, 
you get a chance to enjoy 
the uniqueness that is 
Olympia.

Summer is also when 
we think of gardens and 
working outside in the 
warm sun that eludes 
the Northwest during the 
winter months. It is such 
a treat to have fresh pro-
duce bursting with flavor. 
Throughout the country, 
farmers are tending their 
crops that will feed our 
nation and beyond. We 
rely on their efforts and 
those around the work 
who produce food for our 
tables.

The parable of the sower 
and the seed is the first of 
a number of parables that 
we will hear in the coming 
weeks as Jesus teaches 
us seeking to explain the 
mystery of the Kingdom of 

Heaven. These rich images 
will give poetic  glimpses 
of God’s unfolding work of 
salvation in the midst of a 
sinful world. Take some 
time this week to ponder 
God’s Word and pray for a 
rich harvest of faithfulness 
in your life.

FAITHRAISING CAMPAIGN

Speaking of sowing and 
reaping, I want to thank all 
of you who have made a 
three-year financial com-
mitment to the Faithraising 
Campaign. We have sur-
passed both our Seed 
goal of $2,750,000 and our 
Vine goal of $3,250,000 
and are on our way to our 
Fruit goal of $4,250,000. To 
date we have $3,827,254 
by 595 parish households. 
Thank you so very much.

We have approached this 
campaign through the 
lens of raising “faith” and 
not merely raising money. 
Our Faithraising Campaign 
is meant to challenge 
and deepen our faith in 
the work of mission and 
evangelization, prayer and 
discipleship. It is meant to 
take us deeper into the 
journey of stewardship, 
of surrendering more and 
more to the plan of God as 
a disciple of Jesus, recog-
nizing that all we have is 
gift from God and that we 
are stewards, that is man-
agers of God’s gifts, not 
owners.

Therefore one of the great-
est goals of this campaign 

is participation of each 
and every household. 
This week we sent out a 
letter inviting every house-
hold to participate. If you 
received a letter, please 
take time this week to pray 
about your commitment 
and then fill out a card and 
return it next week either 
by mail or in the offertory 
basket. If after prayer, 
you cannot find a way to 
make a financial commit-
ment, please fill out a card 
and write “prayer” as your 
commitment. This would 
be a profound gift that will 
assist us in the fulfillment 
of this important work.

Yet, do not take this deci-
sion lightly. We each must 
ask ourselves, “What is 
the soil upon which the 
seed of God’s gifts has 
fallen upon? Is my heart 
hardened about what is 
being asked? Is my heart 
full of rocks and thorns of 
selfishness about partici-
pating? Or is my heart rich 
with gratitude and trust?” 
Only each of us personally 
can answer these ques-
tions. My hope is that we 
will allow ourselves to 
prayerfully pray about this 
and then respond to what 
the Holy Spirit is guiding 
us toward. Thank you.

SAINT PAUL STREET 
EVANGELIZATION
Ever wonder how St. Peter 
and St. Paul shared the 
Good News of Jesus and 
how you can help do so? 
Check out a new initiative 

we are beginning in the 
parish and how you can 
be a part of it.

HEALING THE WHOLE 
PERSON RETREAT
Fr. Cody and I are excited 
about hosting a very 
special retreat oppor-
tunity that is open to 
all. It is sponsored by 
the Pope John Paul II 
Healing Retreat Center, 
Tallahassee, Florida. Both 
Fr. Cody and I have made 
this retreat and have found 
it to be excellent. It begins 
Thursday evening, August 
17 (registration 5:30-
6:30pm, session begins 
6:45pm); Friday, August 
18, 6:45-9:30pm; Saturday, 
August 19 from 8am–4pm 
(lunch included). Cost is 
$155. Limited scholarships 
are available through the 
Healing Center. Each 
session builds on the pre-
vious one and culminates 
on Saturday with Mass at 
5pm.

You register online at 
www.jpiihealingcenter.org. 
Go to events and retreat 
and “Healing the Whole 
Person – Olympia, WA.” 
You will find information 
about the retreat, FAQs 
and a registration form. All 
registrations go through 
JPII Healing Center. We 
hope many of you can 
make this retreat.

Enjoy these summer days. 
In Christ, I love you.

July 16, 2017 - Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Fr. Jim Lee
Pastor

Pastor's Notebook
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7/17 MONDAY

12 noon - Mark Ashley

7/18 TUESDAY

12 noon - Cachita Capestany U

7/19 WEDNESDAY

12 noon - Funeral: Mary Ferranti U

7/20 THURSDAY

6:30 am - Altar Society members, living & deceased
12 noon - Robert Fliess U

7/21 FRIDAY

9 am - Phyllis White U

10:30 am - Mass at Olympic West

7/22 SATURDAY (No 9:45am Reconciliation)
9 am - Clare Phillips
5 pm - Margaret Sloan U

7/23 SUNDAY 

7:30 am - Betty Aarshaug Beal U

8:30 am - Walter Blomberg U Westside
9:30 am - Isabel Figueroa U

10:30 am - Ray & Aline Fissette Westside
11:30 am - Helen Tunkieicz U

5 pm - People of St. Michael Parish

worship

MASS SCHEDULE & INTENTIONS

For nationwide Mass times and locations, call 1-800-Mass-Times (1-800-627-7846) or visit www.masstimes.org

The U.S. bishops invite the faithful to join a movement of 
prayer and sacrifice for the protection of life, marriage, 
and religious liberty in our country. Serious threats to each 
of these have raised unprecedented challenges to the 
Church and the nation. When confronted with challenges, 
our Lord calls us to sacrifice and pray. Visit USCCB.org to 
learn more about how you can answer the Call.

In this week's Gospel, Jesus speaks of being open to hearing 
the Word of God in the Parable of the Sower. He relates the 
hearing of the Word of God to a sower who goes out to sow 
his seed. Some of the seed falls on rocky ground and fails 
to grow. Some falls among the shrubs and brambles, begins 
to grow, but ultimately is choked by the surrounding plants. 
Some seed falls on fertile ground and  nourishes. As Jesus 
explains, "But blessed are your eyes, because they see, and 
your ears, because they hear (Matthew 13:16)."
What can we do to help ensure that we see and hear, that the 
soil of our hearts is prepared to be nourished by the Word? 
Can we clear out the shrubs and brambles so that the Word 
can take root? 
First, we can spend more time with God in prayer. We can pray 
that the Holy Spirit will enlighten us when we sit down with 
each day's readings. We can think of God's Word as a love 
letter to us and ask God to reveal to us how the day's readings 
can draw us closer to him. The most important step is to be 
intentional about tending the soil of our hearts. Do not doubt 
that God is pleased with any effort we make to intentioanally 
be illuminated by His Word.
Matthew Kelly of Dynamic Catholic has a wonderfully con-
crete suggestion on how we can be open to God’s Word in 
the Sunday readings:
"Go out and buy yourself a new writing journal some time this 
week. Next Sunday, as you go into Church, ask God, 'Lord, 
show me one way I can become a better person this week.' 
When you get home, take a page and write that one point 
God revealed to you in the journal. Each day, when you take 
your ten minutes in the Classroom of Silence, use this one 
thought as your starting point. Talk to God about how you 
can apply it to your life."

THE SOIL OF OUR HEARTS
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Haiti is an amazing place. 
From the goods to the bads, 
the extremes you experi-
ence travelling in a third 
world country remain in your 
memory forever. Here is a list 
of thoughts I compiled during 
my time there:

You won’t get a better night’s 
rest anywhere. Is it because 
we were so busy during the 
day? Or the warm nights drift 
you to sleep in a lullaby of 
heat?

You are sticky all the time. 
All the time. Don’t even think 
about trying to avoid get-
ting sticky. And jeans, a.k.a., 
missionary clothes for men: 
not flying too well. Stick to 
something that can breathe, 
if you’re interested in going. 
It’s worth it!

Bug bites. Everywhere. 
Even with the bug net up, I 
got spider bites. Prisma got 
spider bites. I got quite a few 
mosquito bites, though they 
were too small to notice. 
Mosquitoes in Haiti are much 
smaller than our American 
counterparts, which poten-
tially makes them more 
dangerous, as they’re harder 
to track. And Haitian spiders 
are huge, but they are harm-
less (for the most part); there 
is no need to be afraid of 
tarantulas!
The ocean is filthy. And so 
are the streets. There is 

garbage everywhere. It was a 
real shocker at first, but after 
a few days you get over it. 
Literally you will drive down 
a street and the pavement 
will be invisible – it’s totally 
covered in trash! This, while 
the streams run brown from 
plastic and other garbage – 
the stream banks are covered 
in trash, and it flows out to 
the ocean whenever it rains. 
I made sure to soap up after 
every time I jumped in the 
water.

Water is precious. There is 
cholera in the water, not to 
mention other unmention-
ables, so getting decent, 
filtered water is a lifesaver, 
and always having your water 
bottle on you, because you 
seem to drink four times 
more water in the tropics.

The Holy Spirit is ALIVE here. 
You see it in the children, in 
the people of the community, 
in the way people are apt to 
help out, stranger or closest 
friend. Haitian smiles are 
twice as big, and children, 
from what I’ve seen, never 
complain, despite not having 
much, like good clothes 
or consistent meals (some 
Haitians would be lucky to 
get just one decent meal per 
day). Haitian children play this 
game called elastics, where 
they’ll take rubber bands and 
attempt to toss them on top 
of each other. First person to 

score reaps all the bands on 
the ground. The kids will walk 
around with them on their 
wrists like trophies. Seeing 
kids play with rocks is also 
not uncommon. 
God bless the missionar-
ies and the work they do. 
Bringing the Holy Spirit to 
areas where human dig-
nity survives by a thread is 
a godsend. We need more 
missionaries to do this work, 
but not just in Haiti – there 
is plenty of work to be done 
here. What I learned most is 
that Haitians, despite being 
poor, hungry, disease-as-
saulted, hurricane-smashed, 
and earthquake-shaken, lack 
the feeling of having dignity 
the most. If you’ve ever been 
poor and suffered on the 
lower fringes of society, you 
would know. Asking a Haitian, 
“what’s your name? What do 
you do for work? How many 
children do you have? What 
do you like to do?”, was the 
best thing we missionar-
ies brought there. What did 
they give us? Perspective. 
Endless, teeming perspec-
tive. Coming back to the 
states was reverse culture 
shock, even though we’d 
only been there a week. I was 
irritated to see people doing 
things like wasting food or 
complaining about the mun-
dane. I was blown away by 
how smooth the roads are 
here, or how food is read-
ily available all throughout 
the day. Things I had never 
thought about. Trash collec-
tion services. Flushing toilets. 
Entertainment devices of all 
caliber. I had never thought 
about what living in a third-
world country meant. Seeing 
is truly believing. 
Some thoughts before leav-
ing – what can I do for God, 
for the poorest of my brothers 
and sisters? What I learned, 

and continue to learn on a 
deeper level every day, is 
that although physical and 
emotional things like comfort, 
security, food, water, shelter, 
are necessary for our bodies 
to survive here on Earth, what 
we truly need are the gifts of 
the Holy Spirit, and what the 
saving redemption of Christ 
gives us – the Bread of Life. 
The Food that will sustain us 
forever. This is the most pre-
cious gift we can share with 
the world. 
The day before we left I 
prayed to God in adoration. 
He was very clear with me 
– he said, Michael, don’t 
forget the Haitians you got to 
know here. Don’t forget their 
names, don’t forget what 
they looked like, what they 
sounded like, how they made 
you feel, and don’t forget 
their language, either. I took 
on the smell of the sheep 
for a week in Haiti, but God 
reminded me that I should not 
ever stop. I believe that God 
uses people like the Haitians 
to remind us of our brothers 
and sisters who have not 
yet experienced the love of 
Christ, or those whose love 
for Him as grown lukewarm, 
or for those whose beliefs 
have gotten muddled up with 
other non-Christian beliefs. I 
encourage all of you to read 
Pope Francis’ The Joy of the 
Gospel, and do what you can 
to convince yourself that you, 
too are a missionary-disciple 
of Christ.
 Thank you Saint Michael 
Parish, Life Teen, Chris 
Peterson, and my group 
mates, Prisma, Sophia, and 
Abre, for an excellent trip, 
and Steven and Erika, and 
everybody else involved 
behind the scenes who 
helped get us there. God 
bless you all, God bless Haiti.  
Mesi Bondye Mesi.

REFLECTIONA Missionary
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NEED HELP FIGURING OUT HOW TO 
GIVE TO THE FAITHRAISING CAMPAIGN?
If you need assistance in donating directly from your 
401K, or other fund, or would like to donate stock or other 
securities, contact Chris Peterson, Parish Administrator, 
at (360) 754-4667.

DOWNLOAD OUR APP AT: myparishapp.com

give

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE

Pastoral Year 2016-2017
Donations Received as of July 9, 2017

Sunday Stewardship $ 1 8 , 9 8 2

Online Stewardship Giving $30,054

Sunday Loose Donations $1 ,659

Holy Days $0

Youth (Little House) $133

Total Offertory Collection Received $50,827

Year to Date Received $116,395

Total Donations Needed $127,470

Ahead/Behind Goal $10,535

(360) 523-7408

SMP IS JOINING THE LITTLE RED 
SCHOOLHOUSE PROJECT. 
Items needed: 
Ruled paper, Crayola crayons, colored markers and pen-
cils, rulers, scientific calculators, new children’s socks and 
underwear, and backpacks.  
All donations must be clean and in good condition. Cash 
donations are also gratefully accepted and can be placed in 
the collection basket labeled “The Little Red School House” 
or dropped off at the parish office. Cash donations help us 
buy school supplies at lower bulk prices. Donations will be 
collected July 30 – August 13 (distribution day is August 14).   
Last year your donations helped 2700 Thurston County stu-
dents go back to school with pride!
Questions? check the web site at www.redschool.org or call 
parishioner Connie Fischer, who coordinates volunteers on 
behalf of SMP, at (360) 786-9676.  

The Society of St. Vincent DePaul is in need of a laptop. 
If you  have an old laptop you can donate , they would 
be most grateful. Contact Bene Reece • (360) 292-7143 • 
breece@saintmichaelparish.org.

It is easier than ever for you to enjoy your subscription to 
FORMED! Just download the free FORMED app and start 
enjoying great video and audio wherever you go. Get the 
app and share it with your friends and family. Availalbe for 
iOS devices in the App Store.
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Avery Shawver 
Sally Anne 
Jennifer Hortman  
Tonya Hylton 
Shirley Hylton 
Theresa Hylton 
Tami Grant 
Chi and Lan Nguyen 
Chris Griffiths 
Rosa Maria Santos 
Nijole Bartkeviciene 
Drake Charles 
Janice Putnam 
Tiffany Weber
Charles W. Weber
Janette Akehurst
Ashlynn Strode 
Jon Venrisyl Malinao 
Daisy Sequeira 
Patrick Koeplin 
Carmela Ochoa 
Richard & Barbara Mervau 
Connie Boehm 
Ron Noll 
Marita Herrera 
Teresa LaBouff Family 
Nancee Gordana 
Andy Austin 
Corazon Serrano San Jose 
Teresa Serrano & Family 
Jeannine Granberg 
Mary Anderson 
Megan Burrow 
Sharnice Cyprien 
Patrick Koeplin 
Betty & Bruce Davidson 
Larry Lawhon 
Rosanne Burns
Michelle Welch 
Joel Rivera 
Joby Thomas 
John & MaryJo Hurley 
Eunice Chamber 
Cecilia Martinez 

Margie Eckroth 
Porter Brennan Bitter 
Gene Putscher 
Carmen McHugh 
Patti Leininger 
June Frances 
V. L. Patrick family 
Joel Rivera 
Geri Wiskirken 
Nancy Leone 
Nathan Pridgen 
Michael Currall family 
Kevin Olson
Oilda Harris
Francise Rice 
Rick Drescher 
Lee Stillwell 
The Shawver family 
Linda Wood 
Diana Weber 
Joey Lynn Benck 
Bryce Moody 
Stan 
Richard Monohon 
Racquel Barro & Family 
Enrique B. Rubio 
Mark Reiter  
Amy Novak 
Rory Roggenkamp 
Ingrid Turner & Family 
Ann Mitchell 
Lloyd Patrick Family 
Melissa Goin 
Dwane & Suzyette 
Rita Matlock 
Phil Chavez 
Nicollette Gonzalez 
Dexter P. 
LaToya Quinn 
Dennis Shoemaker 
Theresa Ragan 
Jo P. 
Barbara Jean Smith 
Janet & Ken Vetter

PLEASE PRAY FOR:

To submit prayer requests, call the Parish Office at 
(360) 754-4667 or submit your request via our  
website under the Contact menu.
If you or someone you know is homebound and wish-
es to receive Holy Communion, please call:  
Benedetta Reece at (360) 292-7143 or Dcn. Terry  
Barber at Sacred Heart Parish at (360) 491-0890.

DID YOU KNOW?
About fifteen percent of all hospitals in the United States are 
Catholic hospitals. Comprised of more than 600 hospitals 
and 1,400 long-term care and other health facilities in all 50 
states, the Catholic health ministry is the largest group of 
nonprofit health care providers in the nation. Every day, one 
in six patients in the U.S. is cared for in a Catholic hospital. In 
some parts of the world, the Catholic Church provides the only 
healthcare, education and social services available to people.

WE STILL NEED CHEFS FOR THE  
INTERFAITH SHELTER!
The hosts at the Interfaith Shelter keep telling us that the 
day we bring a meal is the most uplifting day for their guests. 
That's the day they are sure they will have real home cooked 
food. The shelter hosts about 40 homeless men and women 
every night and teams of chefs are asked to bring food for 
about 12 people once a month.
If you can provide a meal once a month for guests at the 
Interfaith Shelter, please call Paul McCarthy at (360) 357-7672.

PROTECTING GOD'S CHILDREN
Safe Environment training will be held Saturday, August 12 at 
9:30am and Wednesday, September 20 at 6pm in the Parish 
Center. Register online at www.virtusonline.org.

serve
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grow

Please register for Life Teen, EDGE, 
and Conf rmation.
Forms are available online and at 
the parish off ce.

MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER WEEKEND
Sheraton Bellevue Hotel on August 11-13

“ … and you will find rest for yourselves.  For my yoke is easy, 
and my burden light.” Find out how Love and communica-
tion can ease your burdens by participating in a Worldwide 
Marriage Encounter weekend.
Apply at wwme.org. More information at (206) 772-2344. 

CHILDREN EXPLORING THE KINGDOM 
OF GOD
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd introduces the youngest 
children to the most essential elements of our faith through 
hands-on materials such as a model altar or a model sheepfold 
that help them understand liturgy and scripture. As children 
grow older, they learn to synthesize elements of liturgy and 
scripture to understand salvation history and their own places 
in it. Would you like to offer this experience to your child? 
Weekly sessions start in September.
Register at saintmichaelparish.org/learn/family-registration

THE SMALL GROUPS DIFFERENCE
It’s summertime, but don’t let your faith take a vacation. If your 
small group is not meeting regularly, why not get together 
for a family picnic or meet for Mass and lunch? Do a service 
project together or have a movie night and watch one of the 
great Catholic movies on FORMED. Stay connected and keep 
supporting each other! 
If you're not in a small group yet, some groups are open to 
receiving new members at any time. Check out the open 
groups on our website.
Contact: Michaela Moreau, Small Groups Coordinator  
smp.smallgroups@gmail.com

STEUBENVILLE YOUTH CONFERENCE 
July 28-30, Spokane

There is still room for teens to register.  
Forms are available at the parish office.

i

i

YOUTH MINISTRY
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connect

THE 2017 LOVEL 
BRIERE MEMORIAL 
BERNIE TOURNEY
A golf tournament to benefit 
Catholic education. Presented 
by The Olympia Knights of 
Columbus
Saturday, July 29 | 12 Noon 
registration and putting 
contest followed by a 1 pm 
shotgun start | Capitol City 
Golf Club, 5225 Yelm Hwy. 
SE, Olympia 

Tournament format: Four Person Scramble | Entry Fee: $80 per 
person, includes green fees, golf cart, lots of great prizes and 
a spit-roasted pig dinner at Columbian Hall – 6794 Martin Way 
E., Olympia (Additional dinner guests are welcome for $15.00 
donation) | Hole Sponsorship: $150.00
Send completed entry form and check (payable to Knights of 
Columbus, Council 1643) and mail to:
KOFC c/o Ron DeGroot 
3420 78th Ave. SE 
Olympia, WA 98501
Contact: Ron DeGroot • (360) 704-8822• ron1105@ comcast.net

ANNUAL K of C CLAM BAKE
Friday, July 21 at Columbian Hall, 6794 Martin Way E, Lacey
Festivities begin at 6pm – All are welcome, casual dress
Featuring: Chef Sam's Creamy Northwest Clam Chowder, cole 
slaw and garlic bread, Chef Mike Colosi's famous seafood boil 
(which includes clams, oysters, mussels, peel & eat shrimp), 
sausage, corn on the cob, potatoes, ice cream bars, coffee 
and adult beveages for purchase.
Cost $20.00 per adult, kids ½ price.
Please RSVP no later than Monday, July 17 to:  
sam@pellegrinoscatering.com or (360) 259-7337

FATIMA RETREAT
Come Wednesday, July 19 from 7-10 pm to pray in honor 
of Our Lady of Fatima for the centennial anniversary of her 
apparition in Portugal. We will be promoting the devotion to 
the Immaculate Heart of Mary and have healing prayer with 
a first class relic of St. Pope John Paul II.
Sacred Heart Parish  
812 Bowker St. SE, Lacey
Contact: Totus Tuus, Archdiocese of Seattle (323) 404-1621

RACHEL’S CORNER
Hope and Healing After Abortion
Next Retreat : August 4-6
Yes, it takes courage to make that first call, but please, “Attend 
the retreat and feel the beautiful presence of God. You won’t 
be sorry you did.”   - Retreat Testimonial
Call Valerie Jacobs at 1-800-822-HOPE (4673) to register and 
for questions. 
Project Rachel Western Washington • 1-800-822-HOPE (4673)
You are loved with an Everlasting Love!  
Project Rachel is a program of Catholic Community Services.

ST. PEREGRINE CANCER SUPPORT GROUP 
Saturday, August 12,  
1 – 2:30pm, in Parish 
Center Room 6.
Melissa Layer, a leading 
member of Harmony Hill will 
be at Saint Michael Parish to 
talk about cancer retreats 
and how to support those 
affected by cancer, including 
caregivers and family mem-
bers.  This event is free of 
charge and open to anyone.

Harmony Hill began as a retreat center where people could 
experience renewal and deep well-being, then expanded and 
opened its doors as a non-profit retreat facility focusing on 
wellness. In 1994, they added a Cancer Program, the heart of 
their present mission, to support those affected by cancer, 
including caregivers and health professionals. In 2004, they 
began offering cancer-related programs at no charge. For 
more information, visit www.harmonyhill.org/cancer/ 
Contact: Bene Reece • (360) 292-7143 
breece@saintmichaelparish@org  
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share

St. Paul Street Evangelization 
(SPSE) is a grassroots, non-
profit organization, dedicated 
to responding to the mandate 
of Jesus to preach the Gospel 
to all nations by taking the 
Catholic Faith to the streets. 
Christ calls every Catholic 
Christian to evangelize, and 
the Second Vatican Council 
repeated the summons, 
urging each of the baptized 
to bring the Gospel, found 
fully in the Catholic Church, 
to a culture that has largely 
reverted to paganism. As an 
on-the-street Catholic evan-
gelization organization, 
St. Paul Street Evangelization 
provides an avenue for 
people to share the Person 
of Jesus Christ and the truth 
and beauty of the Catholic 
Faith with a hungry culture. 
It comes as a surprise to 
many that Catholics do street 

evangelization, yet street 
evangelization is as old as 
the Church and has a long 
history – from the proph-
ets of old to recent groups 
like Frank Sheed’s Catholic 
Evidence Guild.
There is a common mis-
understanding that street 
evangelization is the same 
as “Bible thumping” or 
“proselytizing”. Street evan-
gelization is not about 
screaming at people, pros-
elytizing, or telling anyone 
that they are going to hell. 
Rather, it is about offering a 
listening ear, sharing in a con-
versation about Jesus Christ, 
and praying (for any reason) 
with those that want it. By 
taking our Catholic faith to 
the streets we aim to make 
the message of Jesus Christ 
accessible to everyone by 
being available to anyone.

Into the Street and Beyond
"And he called the twelve 
together and gave them 
power and authority over 
all demons and to cure dis-
eases, and he sent them out 
to preach the kingdom of God 
and to heal. And he said to 
them, “Take nothing for your 
journey, no staff, nor bag, 
nor bread, nor money; and 
do not have two tunics. And 
whatever house you enter, 
stay there, and from there 
depart. And wherever they 
do not receive you, when 
you leave that town shake 
off the dust from your feet as 
a testimony against them.” 
And they departed and went 
through the villages, preach-
ing the gospel and healing 
everywhere.” (Luke 9:1-6, 
RSV) Street Evangelization 
is but one of many neces-
sary and effective methods 
of evangelization. It creates a 
bridge of trust and helps con-
nect people to the Church 
and all of her institutions. St. 
Paul Street Evangelization 
offers resources to take 
evangelization into the street 
whether literally, or through 
our relationships in everyday 
life. What makes the New 
Evangelization new is not that 
it takes place at a particular 
moment in time, rather that 
there is a special emphasis on 
the work of the laity in union 
with the Catholic Church as 
the principle agents of the 
New Evangelization.
Most of the people involved in 
St. Paul Street Evangelization 
are normal Catholics either in 
school or with families, jobs, 
and mortgages just like you. 
By being involved in St. Paul 

Street Evangelization we are 
learning to share the joy and 
peace that being a follower of 
Jesus has brought to our life 
– all in a non-confrontational 
way that others respond pos-
itively to.
The key to all of this is that we 
are actively sharing the mes-
sage of Jesus Christ. Street 
evangelization is probably 
outside the comfort zone of 
many of us, but we can’t let 
that stop us. It is outside of 
our comfort zone where we 
grow.

Register on our web-
site for St. Paul Street 
Evangelization Training,  
August 12, 8am – 5pm in the 
Parish Center Multipurpose 
Room! Food provided!
Please note that a $20 fee 
will be assessed for non-
Saint Michael parishioners, 
payable on the day of the 
event to help us cover costs.

Contact: 
Mario Villanueva   
(360) 292-7104 or  
Brandon Jones   
(360) 292-7108

ICE CREAM 
SOCIAL

LET'S CHILL!

EDGE SOCIAL FOR 
MIDDLE SCHOOLERS
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