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SAINT MICHAEL PARISH

grow

"From the 
beginning of 

creation, God 
made them 

male and 
female.

...Therefore 
what God 
has joined 
together, 
no human 

being must 
separate."

– Mark 10:6,9

grow future state
In 2026, all members of Saint Michael Parish are intentionally 
progressing on their spiritual journey as evidenced by:

• Lives rooted in daily prayer; personal relationships with 
Jesus Christ

• Participation in adoration and prayer groups
• Learning through Bible study, Catholic education, and retreats
• Fellowship in small groups and activities
• Regular Mass attendance
• Joyful service in the parish and the broader community
• Faith mentors and accountability partners
• Parents forming and teaching their children in the faith
• Promoting  and supporting vocations to the priesthood 

and religious life

In the area of grow,  
I am grateful for:



NORMAL MASS TIMES: 
(Daily Mass times often change – Check schedule on page 2)

Downtown (School Gym):  
1204 11th Ave. SE
Sunday: 10am & 5pm
Westside Chapel:  
1835 Overhulse Rd. NW
Monday–Thursday: 12Noon  
1st & 3rd Thursday: 6:30am   
Friday: 9am 
Saturday: 9am & 5pm
Sunday: 7am, 9am & 11am 
2nd Sunday: 1:30pm (Vietnamese)

RECONCILIATION TIMES (Westside Chapel): 
Thursday: 11am | Saturday: 9:45am & 3pm

PASTOR: 
Fr. Jim Lee
PAROCHIAL VICAR: 
Fr. Lou Cunningham
DEACONS: 
Rob Rensel 
John Bergford

MISSION
Our mission is to place God first in all things, to proclaim 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and to grow in holiness 
through prayer, sacraments, and service.

1208 11th Ave. SE, Olympia 98501 
(360) 754-4667 
www.saintmichaelparish.org
OFFICE HOURS 
Monday – Thursday: 9am – 5pm | Friday 9am – 1pm 
Sunday 8:30am – 4:45pm
CALVARY CEMETERY ext. 138 
3850 Cleveland Ave., Tumwater 98501
ST. MICHAEL SCHOOL (360) 754-5131 
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY 
Wed & Fri  1–3pm (360) 352-7554
CLOTHING BANK  
Tues & Sat 9–11am, Thur. 6:30–8pm
PREGNANCY AID   (360) 956-7413  
M, T, Th, Fri  2–4pm, Wed. 9am-Noon
ST. MIKE’S TIKES  (360) 586-1585

SAINT MICHAEL PARISH

GET IT AT: saintmichaelparish.formed.org
Made possible by your generous stewardship.

STEWARDSHIPof treasure

Pastoral Year 2018-2019
Donations Received as of September 30, 2018

Sunday Stewardship $25,500

Online Stewardship Giving $19,077

Sunday Loose Donations $1,420

Holy Days $40

Youth (Little House) $105

Total Offertory Collection Received $46,142

Year to Date Received $ 7 0 4 , 9 8 4

Donations Needed $ 7 6 5 , 9 8 3

Amount Behind Goal -  $ 1 5 6 , 4 4 8

Text smpgive to 77977

Text 

SMPGIVE APP 
to 

77977 
to get a direct link.

WE HAVE A NEW APP!

www.facebook.com/saintmichaelparish

www.saintmichaelparish.org
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Joey Lynn Benck
Paul Schumacher 
Bob Kelly 
Linda Cosgrove
M. 
Anthony Connor Smith 
Lorenzo Jones
Ray Ruiz
Lina Harris
Mary Jo Boyn 
Lance Burns 
Ashlynn & Chris Strode 
Trudy Garland 
Sue Schumacher 
Joe Roland Ruiz 
Juana Velasco 
Arlene Cooper 
Julie Malloy 
Jeffrey 
Anne Barroll 
Stacy Schliter 
Melissa Mezen 
Hilary Borngesser 
Jan Putnam 
James A White  
Patrick O'Neil  
Philip & Joanne Compton 
Pati Leininger 
Billy Harris
Veronica Harris
Claire Harris
Ilyana Harris
Larry Bonner 
Janice Ray 
Bernadette K. 
Elizabeth Louise 
Deanne Clesi 
Donna Schmidt 
Keith Gier 
Kathleen Moreland 
Tara Allison 
Alfred O. Brown, Jr. 
Alice Sampson 
Mary Mandeville 

Mary Anderson
Robert Clark 
Michael Heelan 
Claudia Porter 
Kaylie B. 
Daun Carlson 
Steph Skiles
Damianus Aditya Christie
Samantha Edwards 
Harlow Harris  
Syvia Sandova 
Cesar and Joel
Christopher 
Rosanne Burns
Heather Andersen 
Tami Grant 
Hoeschen Family 
Wolf Family 
Maia Bellon 
Joy
Melisa Goin
Evelyn Wood 
Alexandra 
Chi & Lan Nguyen 
George Michael 
Lloyd Patrick family 
June Francis 
Ben Farsaci family 
Teresa LaBouff & grandchildren 
Linda
Marge Pool 
Marlene Inverso  
Linda Zender 
Magda Lovejoy 
Phyllis Piercey 
Pati Leininger 
Charlie Williams 
Brielle Glenys Brennan
Shanin Eileen Brennan
Allison O'Hagan Brennan
Tara Allison Brennan 
Richard deCastongrene 
Richard Monohon

10.8 MONDAY (St. Joseph Chapel closed)

12Noon Frances Alfonso U Westside

10.9 TUESDAY (St. Joseph Chapel closed)

12Noon Mass Cancelled

10.10 WEDNESDAY (St. Joseph Chapel closed)

12Noon Timothy O’Donovan U Westside

10.11 THURSDAY (11am Reconciliation – WS)

12Noon Marshall Lamenzo U Westside

10.12 FRIDAY

9am Dutch & Yvette Villarrubia Westside

10:45am Mass at Mother Joseph

10.13 SATURDAY (3pm Reconciliation – WS)

9am Mass & 9:45am Reconciliation Cancelled

5pm Marcelle Feraud U Westside

10.14 SUNDAY

7am Patrick Janicki U Westside

9am Lucille LaPalm U Westside

10am Herman Jorge U School Gym

11am Joyce Griffin U Westside

1:30pm Ignatius Thanh Hoang U Westside

5pm People of Saint Michael Parish School Gym

To submit prayer requests, call the parish office at (360) 754-
4667 or submit your request via our website under the Contact 
menu.
If you or someone you know is homebound and wishes to 
receive Holy Communion, please call: 
Benedetta Reece at (360) 292-7143 or Dcn. Terry  
Barber at Sacred Heart Parish at (360) 491-0890.

Parents: Childcare will no longer be offered during the 9am 
Mass at the Westside Chapel. We have not been meeting the 
required minimum attendance in order to continue to provide 
this service. 
We will continue to offer childcare during the 10am and 5pm 
Masses downtown.

MASSschedule & intentions PRAYERlist
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Gratitude for stewardship that 
changes lives – Grow

I hope you had the opportunity this 
past week to read through our parish 
annual report and to read about how 
our stewardship of time (pray), talent 
(serve) and treasure (give) has trans-
formed lives. Stewardship, a disciple’s 
response, is meant to be a new way of 
life in and through Jesus Christ. It is not 
some gimmick or marketing campaign. It 
is not about getting more volunteers or 
more money. It is about transformation, 
a change of heart and a different way 
of being in the world, the way of Jesus 
Christ.
This past week, Andrew Goldstein 
shared his story about how Saint 
Michael Parish transformed his life and 
enabled him to be a better man, hus-
band and father. I hope his story inspires 
you as well as challenges you to grow 
deeper in your stewardship and your 
engagement in the life of the parish.
For the next five weeks, focused on 
different elements of discipleship, 
parishioners will share with us how 
Saint Michael Parish has transformed 
and touched their lives. As missionary 
disciples and as sisters and brothers 
with one another, let us pray that these 
weeks of transition back into the down-
town church may be a time of renewal 
and transformation for us inwardly and 
outwardly as a faith community.

In Thanksgiving

Last Saturday, September 27, about 70 
parishioners and 250 other folks around 
the Tacoma area gathered to walk to 
raise funds for the Evergreen Chapter 
of the ALS Society. I was inspired and 
encouraged to be joined by so many of 
you. Being able to spend time together, 
to pray, to walk and finally to cross the 
finish line together was inspiring. Not 
only that, but we were able to raise over 
$8,600, 87% of which will remain in the 
local area to assist persons with ALS 
on their journeys. Thank you for your 
generosity.
Before we joined the others for the walk, 
we stopped by the Schilter Family Farm 
(long time parishioners) to bless their 
corn maze, pumpkin patch and other 
fun and beautiful venues. They gra-
ciously donated a portion of Saturday’s 
proceeds for my future health needs. 
How humbled and grateful I am for their 
kindness.
As a reminder, the farm will be open 
weekdays and every weekend during 
October and a portion of the proceeds 
will go to the ALS chapter. This is great 
family fun for all ages. They also have 
a wonderful store as you look forward 
to Thanksgiving and Christmas, not 
to mention the homemade fudge and 
other goodies. Please help support your 
fellow parishioners and have a great 
time.
Touched by faith

I’m grateful to Jessi and Jamie Oakland 
for sharing their witness and calling 
us to surrender in last week’s video at 
Mass. I’m also grateful to Bill Archer for 
sharing his talent and his time in produc-
ing this powerful message. It was both 
intimate and challenging.

Some people have mentioned that they 
did not understand the connection 
between their witness and the transition 
back into the church. It was our desire to 
show that as they struggled to surrender 
totally to God with baby Lucas, that their 
lives were being transformed and that 
they were being challenged ever more 
deeply to trust in God’s plan. This inward 
transformation is mirrored outwardly in 
the transformation of the downtown 
church. As “living stones,” as St. Paul 
calls us, we too are challenged during 
this transition back into our transformed 
space to be spiritually transformed. If we 
are not somehow changed and chal-
lenged to grow deeper in our faith to 
be missionary disciples of Jesus Christ 
through this time of transition, then our 
efforts of exterior transformation may 
not bear the fruit for which we hope. 
Therefore, let us pray ever more fer-
vently in these coming weeks that the 
Lord Jesus fashion us into a holy temple 
and make this transition a true transfor-
mation of our hearts, minds and souls.
Pilgrimage prayers

Our pilgrimage is only 10 days away. 
We want to carry your prayers and peti-
tions and intercessions with us. Please 
use our parish app to send them to the 
parish office or write them down on the 
sheets available after Mass. We will 
carry them into every church and holy 
place where we pray and celebrate holy 
Eucharist. Know that you journey with us.
Save the date – Dedication of the 
church – Monday, November 5, 6pm
In Christ Jesus, through the intercession 
of Bl. Pier Giorgio Frassati, I love you.

Father Jim Lee
Pastor

PASTOR'Snotebook

"Stewardship, a disciple’s response, is 
meant to be a new way of life in and 

through Jesus Christ. It is not some gimmick 
or marketing campaign."
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CONSTRUCTIONzone

THE FOLLOWING RENOVATION 
ELEMENTS WERE COMPLETED THIS WEEK
• Applied sealer coat to floors in both storage additions
• Installed locks, panic bars, and closures to doors
• Installed shelving in both new storage additions
• Assembled the new wheelchair lift
• Installed motorized video screens
• Installed wood panels on new feature wall in sanctuary 
• Installed ceiling tiles in new Gathering Space addition
• Replaced skylights in St. Joseph Chapel and main 

front entrance
• Completed Gathering Space roof installation
• Completed saw cuts on the concrete floor for the 

hearing loop
We are now only about a month away from completion!

WESTSIDE PARKING
When parking for Mass at the Westside Chapel, please be 
mindful of the private road and driveways across from the 
entrances. Refrain from parking in the private driveway and  
road areas and please keep the red FIRE LANE curb areas 
clear at all times for emergency vehicles. We appreciate 
your patience and cooperation with the parking efforts. 
Carpooling to Mass is also highly encouraged!

SAINT JOSEPH CHAPEL ACCESS
For your safety, a Saint Joseph Chapel entry access code 
will now be needed. The Security Access Code is: 0929 
(Saint Michael the Archangel Feast Day).
Please limit distribution of the access code to parishioners. 
Should you encounter unwanted or unsafe situations, 
please contact Joshua Roberts, Steward for Facilities, at 
(360) 292-7107.

UPPER PARKING LOT CLOSED
As Fr. Jim mentioned in the Pastor's Notebook, demolition of the upper parking lot by the St. Joseph Chapel has begun.
The project is expected to take several weeks to complete. During this time there will be no parking available in the upper 
lot. Those going to Eucharistic Adoration and the St. Vincent De Paul offices are advised that the only parking available 
will be along Boundary St. or in the lower parking lot. Thank you for your patience and understanding.

SONGFEST!
The Imani Milele Children's Choir will 
visit Olympia on October 10 at 7pm at 
the Westside Chapel from their home in 
Uganda. Since 2013, the choir has been 
honored to hold concerts in various cities 
across the US – in churches, schools, 
and festivals; treating audiences to fun-
filled, culturally-unique, interactive and 
inspirational concerts. The high-energy 
concerts are so electrifying, that being at 
one of them will elate you as you watch 
these amazing children perform well-
crafted dances, songs, African drum 
routines, and much more. They seek to 
raise awareness about Uganda's three 
million-plus orphans and vulnerable chil-
dren; ones currently living without life's 
most basic needs, and we invite others 
to join our cause so we make a difference. 
Suggested donations will be collected to 
support the Imani Orphanage Project in 
Uganda. RSVP on our website!

RSVP NOW!
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SMPhighlights
OCTOBER 2018

13 
Saturday

We will pray 
a rosary at 
12noon in the 

St. Joseph Chapel. Sponsored 
by America Needs Fatima, the 
goal is to have 23,000 sites all 
saying the rosary in response 
to Our Lady's request. 
Questions: Bene Reece at 
(360) 292-7143.

9 Tuesday

¡La Misa en Español 
es el martes con el 

Padre Lou. Estaremos en la 
Capilla a las 7pm con una re-
cepción a seguir en el salón 
#7 en el centro parroquial. 
¡Todos están invitados!

Contact Liz Lyons at (360) 
292-7119.

21 Sunday

The Samaritan Guild holds 
their annual Cinnamon Roll 
Sale after morning Masses. 
Soooo good!

9 Tuesday

Prime Timers 
Luncheon and 

Afternoon at the Movies at 
Pints & Quarts and Capital 
Cinema at Capital Mall 
12Noon - 3:30pm

Instead of our monthly 
potluck, we'll meet for lunch 
and a movie at Capital Mall. 
Movie listings provided as we 
move closer to the date. Join 
us for both lunch and a movie 
or just come for one event 
(purchase your own lunch and 
movie ticket).

Bring a friend to enjoy the fun!

Contact Elizabeth Lyons 
at(360) 292-7119 or elyons@
saintmichaelparish.org

10 Wednesday

Imani Milele Children's Choir 
7pm at the Westside Chapel. 
See the full description on 
page 4.

Our new date for the 
dedication of our renovated 

downtown church is

Community Kitchen Help 
Needed!

We're looking for volunteers 
to join our Community Kitchen 
crew and serve dinner for 
our guests at the Salvation 
Army every 4th Thursday of 
the month from 4:45 – 6:20pm. 
Please contact Cindy Lord 
at (360) 556-3866 or lucinda.
lord@gmail.com.

October is Respect Life Month! 

As Catholics, we believe that 
every life is sacred, from 
the moment of conception 
until natural death. Every 
person is made in the image 
and likeness of God, and so 
each and every person has 
inherent dignity. If you wish to 
be involved in Saint Michael 
Parish activities to promote 
life, please contact Brandon 
Jones at (360) 292-7108 or 
bjones@saintmichaelparish.org.

We are still short on 
volunteers for 40 Days for 
Life. Please call Tom Hruska 
at (360) 561-5548. Don’t miss 
out on the opportunity to pray 
for the voiceless!

SAVE THE DATE!

Monday  
November 5, 2018  

6pm
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FULFILLED 
Uncovering the Biblical Foundations of Catholicism
A 7-week course held in Parish Center Room 8 start-
ing Monday, October 15, 9–11am exploring the biblical 
roots of the Catholic faith. Learn how the Old Testament 
Tabernacle can be used as a blueprint for the faith and 
how Jesus fulfilled it in the New Testament. 
Sign up at: saintmichaelparish.org/learn/bible-study
Contact: Elizabeth Lyons at (360) 292-7119 or elyons@
saintmichaelparish.org

ATTENTION ALL FAMILIES 
REGISTERED FOR  
FAITH ALIVE IN THE HOME! 
Please plan to attend the Parent Orientation for F.A.I.T.H. 
on Thursday, October 25 at 6:30pm in the Multipurpose 
Room. Join us to learn important information that will 
help you and your family engage fully in F.A.I.T.H. This 
orientation is for all F.A.I.T.H. families, new and returning. 
Childcare will be provided. Please contact cschmitz@
saintmichaelparish.org no later than Monday, Oct. 15 to 
reserve childcare. We look forward to meeting you!

Given the construction delays, Faith Formation programs 
will have varying start dates this year. 

Oct. 8:  Confirmation Preparation Year 2  
  Small Groups begin
Oct. 14: Life Teen and EDGE Kick-off
Oct. 18: Small Groups Facilitator   
  commitment deadline
Oct. 21: TNTT Begins
Oct. 21: Small Group Member Sign-up Opens
Oct. 24: CGS New Family Orientation   
  Meeting (weekday session families)
Oct. 25: F.A.I.T.H. Parent Orientation
Oct. 30: Small Group Facilitator Training 
Nov. 5:  Advent Small Group Sessions Begin
Nov. 11: F.A.I.T.H. and Catechesis of the  
  Good Shepherd begin  
Nov. 11: Children's Liturgy of the Word begins

FAITH FORMATION START DATES

LIFE TEEN PARENTS:
Parents, please join us on October 7 in the Multipurpose 
Room at 6:30pm for a parent orientation. We will provide 
information on the upcoming year and you will experience 
what a Life Night is like. And, you'll get all your questions 
answered. This night is intended for parents; teens do 
not need to attend. 
Teens: It's not too late to register for Life Teen. Registration 
forms are at at the parish office and on our website. 

CHILDCARE LEADS NEEDED!
Saint Michael Parish is looking for childcare leads to work 
in our childcare facility. Safe Environment Training is 
required and will be provided free of charge. Leads must 
be 21 years of age or older and have a flexible schedule. 
No prior training is required – just a love for children. 
Please contact Hannah Hach at (360) 292-7114 or hhach@
saintmichaelparish.org if you are interested.

BAPTISM CLASSES
Our next set of Baptism classes will take place on Thursday, 
November 8 & 15 from 6:30 – 8:30pm in Parish Center 
Room 7. You must attend both nights in preparation for 
the Sacrament of Baptism. 
Childcare included if you register at least a week in 
advance. 
To register contact Caiti Schmitz at 360-292-7100 or 
cschmitz@saintmichaleparish.org.
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SMPschool news
Dear St. Michael Parishioners,
St. Michael Parish School is deeply com-
mitted to providing tuition assistance 
to all families demonstrating financial 
need. All families who request tuition 
assistance for the 2019-2020 school 
year are invited to apply for tuition assis-
tance through the Fulcrum Foundation 
Tuition Assistance Grant Program. Both 
Fulcrum and St. Michael Parish School 
use the same application process and 
timeline. By applying to Fulcrum, you 
are also applying for local tuition assis-
tance through St. Michael Parish School. 
Tuition assistance will only be granted 
for the next school year by completing 
this application process.
The tuition assistance application 
window is now open and closes 
on January 4, 2019. The Fulcrum 
Foundation is hopeful that more fami-
lies will take the opportunity to apply 
earlier, before the busy holiday months 
and school breaks. If you plan to apply 
for tuition assistance for the 2019-2020 
school year, then you need to apply by 
January 4, 2019. The amount of each 
Fulcrum grant is $1,300. Award letters 
from the Fulcrum Foundation will be 
mailed out by February 28, 2019.

The Fulcrum Foundation is once again 
partnering with FACTS to manage the 
collection and processing of tuition 
assistance applications. Award deci-
sions will be made by Fulcrum and 
will be based on financial need. Each 
family will pay a $29 fee to FACTS for 
the processing of your tuition assistance 
application. This fee covers all applica-
tions for one year. The application can 
be accessed at https://online.factsmgt.
com/signin/4CDW0 starting on October 
1, 2018.
Submitting the requested tax and 
W-2 information is a required com-
ponent of the tuition assistance 
application process. This documenta-
tion can all be uploaded in PDF format 
online. Documentation can also be 
faxed to 866-315-9264 or mailed to 
FACTS. If you have questions or con-
cerns about the application process, you 
may speak with a FACTS Customer Care 
Representative at 866-441-4637.

Blessings,
Connor Geraghty 
Principal

St. Michael Parish School
"A family of families"

"Always be ready to give an expla-
nation to anyone who asks you for a 
reason for your hope, but do it with 
gentleness and reverence" (1 Peter 
3:15-16). 

At the end of every Mass the priest 
sends us out: "Go and announce 
the Gospel of the Lord!" This week 
ask the Holy Spirit to help you to 
share with a friend or coworker 
how your faith in Jesus Christ has 
changed your life. If your friend 
or coworker wants to learn more 
about our Christian faith and dis-
cern whether God is calling him or 
her to the Catholic Church, please 
contact Andrew Casad, Steward for 
Christian Initiation, at (360) 292-7127 
or acasad@saintmichaelparish.org.

THE GOSPEL OF ST MARK: 
FAITH NOT FEAR 
There's still time to join a Small 
Group at the Olympia Center to  
watch and discuss a series of videos 
on the Gospel of Mark. A scribe for 
St. Peter, Mark gives us St. Peter’s 
account of the life of Christ and 
his teachings. This series uses the 
Church’s rich tradition of Lectio 
Divina to help you better under-
stand and better pray with the 
Gospel of Mark. 
At the Olympia Center, 222 
Columbia St NW on Thursdays 
from 10 – 11:30am starting October 
11.
To register, Contact Michaela 
Moreau at (360) 292-7104 or smp.
smallgroups@gmail.com.
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BECOME A SMALL GROUP FACILITATOR
Register online! 
This Advent, the Scriptures will reveal how Jesus enlightened 
his small group. And, he can enlighten yours too! Small Groups 
will gather for six weeks in fall/Advent to share God-sightings, 
reflect on the Sunday Scripture with Lectio Divina, and share 
fellowship, laughs and prayer. Consider being a facilitator! 
It’s as simple as H-O-S-T: 
H - Have a heart for your faith community. 
O - Open your home for six weeks with a caring, warm 
atmosphere. 
S - Serve your group by facilitating. Format, materials and 
training provided. 
T - Tell a few friends, pew mates, or a new parishioner 
about your group.
Choose the day, time and location and invite them to join. Or 
we can plug members into your group. Learn more and reg-
ister online at saintmichaelparish.org/ learn/small-groups.
Dates for Advent Session: 
Oct. 18 - Facilitator commitment date  
Oct. 21 - Member sign-ups open  
Oct. 30 - Facilitator training 
Nov.  5 - Small Group sessions begin  
Dec. 16 - Small Group sessions ends 
Contact: Michaela Moreau at (360) 292-7104 or smp.small-
groups@gmail.com.

PARISH HEALTH MINISTRY TALKS
Saturday, November 3 at 10:30am in 
Parish Center Room 7, parishioner Sandy 
Adams,  Advance Care Planning Program 
Manager, Providence Southwest Washington, 
will present:

ADVANCE CARE PLANNING (ACP): ARE YOU PREPARED?
Monthly talks are FREE and open to everyone. They are 
offered on the first Saturday of the month following 9am Mass 
with Anointing of the Sick and blessing of religious items. 
Talks are sponsored by Parish Health Ministry. If you have 
questions or suggestions, please contact Bene Reece at (360) 
292-7143 or breece@saintmichaelparish.org.

CARRYING A HEAVY HEART? 
Upcoming cycles of faith-based support group meetings
We provide faith-based group meetings and one-to-one sup-
port. Upcoming cycles of meetings include: 
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Grief Support Group. Open to 
not only those who are grieving but to anyone who carries 
a heavy heart for any other reason. Group meets Saturday 
mornings from 10am–12pm. Next cycle of eight consecutive 
meetings starts Saturday, November 17.
St. Peregrine Cancer Support Group. Next cycles of six 
consecutive weekly meetings start Saturday, October 27.  
Meetings are offered regularly through the year on Saturdays 
1–2:30pm in Parish Center Room 6.
St. Catherine Of Siena Miscarriage and Loss of Infant 
Support Group. For those who suffered the loss of a baby 
through miscarriage, stillbirth or neonatal death. Next cycle 
of meeting to be scheduled.
Whether present events brought grief to you or you are car-
rying the pain of grief from long ago; whether faith brings you 
support while grieving or whether grief causes your faith to 
tremble, please join us. We gather to support one another, 
and to share our thoughts and feelings, sustained by our faith 
and enlightened by Christ. 
All meetings are free. No need to be a parishioner or Catholic 
to attend. If you or someone you know would benefit from 
participating, or have any questions, please contact Bene 
Reece at (360) 292-7143 or breece@saintmichaelparish.org.

OUR LADY OF FATIMA
Would you like to host a traveling statue of the Blessed Mother 
in your home? The statue is 27” tall, not counting her crown 
which adds about 4 more inches. It is made of china and 
so needs a special place so that it does not get chipped or 
broken. It is a powerful experience to host a statue of Our 
Lady, gathering and carrying our prayers from house to house 
and creating a deeper bond among us as a faith community.
If you are interested in hosting the statue for two weeks, 
please contact Kathy Arnold at gmakaffey@yahoo.com or 
(360) 870-5901. 
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RACHEL’S CORNER
Healing After Abortion
“Like a ship’s anchor hidden far 
beneath the water’s surface, God 
is at work in our lives even when 
we don’t see Him…even when we 
can’t hear Him. So when our faith 
falters, remember, we don’t need 
to see, we don’t need to hear, we 
just need to trust.  Jesus is your 
anchor.” –  June Hunt

Since your involvement in an 
abortion decision, have you felt 
like you have been adrift in a sea 
of regret and anger? You are not 
alone. Call and hear about upcom-
ing healing retreats:
October 26-27 en Español 
November 9-11 in English
Call Aleah: 1-800-822-HOPE (4673) 

MICHELANGELO'S 
SISTINE CHAPEL: THE 
EXHIBITION
Through October 14 at the 
Broadway Center for Performing 
Art, Tacoma
Regular Tickets: $24 / Groups 10+: 
$15 / Students: $12 From Rome to 
Tacoma! 
Michelangelo’s Sistine Chapel: The 
Exhibition recreates the awe and 
wonder of arguably one of man-
kind’s greatest artistic achievements 
and will let you experience this art 
from a new perspective. With spe-
cial expertise and care, the ceiling 
paintings from the Sistine Chapel 
have been reproduced using state of 
the art technology. For the observer 
to fully engage and comprehend 
the artwork, the paintings have 
been reproduced in their original 
sizes. Experience the overwhelming 
impression with the dimensions of 
the art, the closeness to the images, 
and the modern style of the exhi-
bition. As a result, you’ll be able to 
explore the artwork up close, which 
is impossible to achieve in the Sistine 
Chapel.
Visit broadwaycenter.org/events/
calendar/eventdetail/835/-/michelan-
gelo-s-sistine-chapel for exhibition 
entry times.

AROUND THE  

SOUND
SACRED HEART PARISH NURSE MINISTRY 
Free informational autumn health series
Saturdays, 10am–12pm at Hallen Hall Rooms 1 & 2
October 13: Foot Care with Dr. Mark Hopkins, DPM, Podiatric Foot and Ankle 
Specialist
November 10: Meal Planning and Exercise Basics with Ms. Catharine 
Vaccaro, MS, RD, CD
December 8: Diabetes 101 with Dr. Mark Bradford, MD, Internal Medicine, 
Endocrinology
No pre-registration required. For more info, contact Ms. Theresa Lirette, 
Parish Nurse Coordinator at (360) 491-8917.

PRIORY PROGRAMS
Upcoming at the Priory Spirituality 
Center in Lacy:
Nonviolent Communication
Saturday, October 13,9am–3pm, $65
Register by prior Friday
Facilitator: Janet Rhodes 
Moving with the Kingdom Within
Saturday, October 27, 9am–3pm, $55
Facilitator: Steve Reiland
Register by prior Friday for all programs.
Information and registration at  
www.stplacid.org

WIDOWED, SEPARATED, OR 
DIVORCED?
There is an upcoming weekend retreat Friday–Sunday, 
November 2–4 at the Gwinwood Conference Center in 
Lacey. Sponsored by "Beginning Experience", a faith-
based organization that offers men and women the 
opportunity and skills to build deeper self-respect, cope 
with pain and loss, and move into the future with renewed 
hope. Call Chris at (253) 223-2645 for more info or a 
brochure.

THE SECULAR FRANCISCAN ORDER
A branch of the worldwide Franciscan Family, the OFS is 
a secular movement, established by St. Francis of Assisi 
almost 800 years ago. We are single and married. We work, 
worship and play in the community where we live. Our pur-
pose is to bring the gospel to life where we live and work. 
We look for practical ways to embrace the gospel in our lives 
and try to help others to do likewise. Interested in exploring 
the Secular Franciscan Order? A "come and see" meeting 
will be held at Saint Michael Parish on Sunday, November 
11 at 1pm. Contact Deacon Terry Barber for more information 
at (360) 491-0890, ext 113 or email terry@3hearts.org).



RENOVATION THEOLOGYWITH FR. LOU CUNNINGHAM
The Mosaic
“We know that the whole creation has been groaning in 
labor pains until now; and not only the creation, but we 
ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan 
inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our 
bodies.” Romans 8:23

In Dante’s Divine Comedy, Dante encounters, with his 
guide Beatrice, a vision of the Cross (Paradiso, XIV:103-105). 
Gustave Doré presents this scene in a striking woodcut 
from the the nineteenth century, where Dante, kneeling 
on a cloud, encounters Jesus on the Cross, surrounded by 
a myriad of angels (at right, above). As I talked about last 
week, the Crucifixion is the focal point of our Catholic Faith, 
where God transforms not only our fallen human nature, but 
the entirety of the Universe: beginning the realignment of all 
creation with His Divine and Loving Will.
Because Jesus is the “God-Man”–consubstantial with the 
Father and consubstantial with us–all of his actions have 
eternal, that is, everlasting effects. Just as when we do good 
(or evil), there are effects of our actions, Jesus who is God 
offered Himself, in time, to the Father and now sitting at 
the Father’s right hand, we offer ourselves, “through Him, 
with Him and in Him,” conforming our own lives to the one 
Sacrifice of Jesus offered once and for all and which those 
effects we now receive through participation in that offering 
at every single Mass. The Crucifixion has eternal impact, not 
only for us, but for the world! Christ’s opened side allows 
us to enter in to the heart of God Himself and re-enter into 
Paradise begun by Christ’s action:
“I slept on the cross and a sword pierced my side, for you, 

who slept in paradise and brought forth Eve from your side. 
My side healed the pain of your side; my sleep will release 
you from your sleep in Hades; my sword has checked the 
sword which was turned against you.

‘But arise, let us go hence. The enemy brought you out 
of the land of paradise; I will reinstate you, no longer in 
paradise, but on the throne of heaven. I denied you the tree 
of life, which was a figure, but now I myself am united to 
you, I who am life. I posted the cherubim to guard you as 
they would slaves; now I make the cherubim worship you as 
they would God.

“The cherubim throne has been prepared, the bearers 
are ready and waiting, the bridal chamber is in order, the 
food is provided, the everlasting houses and rooms are in 
readiness; the treasures of good things have been opened; 
the kingdom of heaven has been prepared before the 
ages.” (From an Ancient Homily for Holy Saturday).

Some churches will show this by having angels around 
the altar. Many icons will have Seraphim present at the 
Crucifixion. This is one of the reasons that churches used 
to have six candlesticks surrounding the altar: it was a 
representation of all of the planets – all of the universe 
– present at the Mass. Here at Saint Michael Parish, the 
Crucifix is suspended among the cosmos as the true Light, 
the rising Sun, to Whom we turn and return as we pilgrim 
together towards the Lord who has united Himself with 
humanity and has thus united humanity with Divinity, taking 
our temporal, finite hearts and grafting them to the eternal, 
infinite life of God.


