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SAINT MICHAEL PARISH

worship worship future state
In 2026, celebration of the Eucharist at Saint Michael Parish is: 

• Welcoming to all, where a pervasive sense of family makes 
everyone feel at home

• Celebrated in grand fashion through proclamation of the Word 
and music that stirs all to full participation

• Filled with the presence of God the Father, Jesus Christ, and the 
Holy Spirit

• Beautiful in décor/setting befitting worship and praise for God
• Characterized by full participation and joyful energy that 

engages the heart, mind and soul
• Respectful of an individual’s need for quiet reverence
• Challenging and motivating for everyone to live Christ’s example
• Food for all who yearn and hunger for the saving grace of the 

Eucharist

In the area of worship,  
I am grateful for:



NORMAL MASS TIMES: 
(Weekday Mass times often change – Check schedule on page 2)

Downtown:  
1055 Boundary St. SE
Monday–Thursday: 12Noon, Friday & Saturday: 9am
Saturday: 5pm
Sunday: 7:30am, 9:30am, 11:30am & 5pm
Westside Chapel:  
1835 Overhulse Rd. NW
1st & 3rd Thursday: 6:30am 
Sunday: 8:30am & 10:30am 
2nd Sunday: 1:30pm (Vietnamese)

RECONCILIATION TIMES (Downtown): 
Thursday: 11am | Saturday: 9:45am & 3pm
PASTOR: 
Fr. Jim Lee
PAROCHIAL VICAR: 
Fr. Lou Cunningham
DEACONS: 
Rob Rensel 
John Bergford

MISSION
Our mission is to place God first in all things, to proclaim 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and to grow in holiness 
through prayer, sacraments, and service.

1208 11th Ave. SE, Olympia 98501 
(360) 754-4667 
www.saintmichaelparish.org
OFFICE HOURS 
Monday – Thursday: 9am – 5pm | Friday 9am – 1pm 
Sunday 8:30am – 4:45pm
CALVARY CEMETERY ext. 138 
3850 Cleveland Ave., Tumwater 98501
ST. MICHAEL SCHOOL (360) 754-5131 
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY 
Wed & Fri  1–3pm (360) 352-7554
CLOTHING BANK  
Tues, Thurs, Sat 9am–12Noon  
(Donation station open 7am–5pm daily)
PREGNANCY AID   (360) 956-7413  
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri  2–4pm, Wed 9am-Noon
ST. MIKE’S TIKES  (360) 586-1585

SAINT MICHAEL PARISH

GET IT AT: saintmichaelparish.formed.org
Made possible by your generous stewardship.

STEWARDSHIPof treasure

Pastoral Year 2018-2019
Donations Received as of November 4, 2018

Sunday Stewardship $44,951

Online Stewardship Giving $31,758

Sunday Loose Donations $1,286

Holy Days $3,360

Youth (Little House) $348

Total Offertory Collection Received $81,703

Year to Date Received $ 1 , 0 1 1 , 0 5 6

Donations Needed $ 7 6 5 , 9 8 3

Amount Behind Goal -  $ 1 5 6 , 4 4 8

Text 

SMPGIVE APP 
to 

77977 
to get a direct link.

Text smpgive to 77977

GET OUR APP!

www.facebook.com/saintmichaelparish

www.saintmichaelparish.org
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Billy Harris
Veronica Harris
Claire Harris
Ilyana Harris
Larry Bonner 
Janice Ray 
Bernadette K. 
Elizabeth Louise 
Deanne Clesi 
Donna Schmidt 
Keith Gier 
Kathleen Moreland 
Tara Allison 
Alfred O. Brown, Jr. 
Alice Sampson 
Mary Mandeville 
Mary Anderson
Robert Clark 
Michael Heelan 
Claudia Porter 
Kaylie B. 
Daun Carlson 
Steph Skiles
Damianus Aditya Christie
Samantha Edwards 
Harlow Harris  
Sylvia Sandova 
Cesar and Joel
Christopher 
Rosanne Burns
Heather Andersen 
Tami Grant 
Hoeschen Family 
Wolf Family 
Maia Bellon 
Joy
Melisa Goin
Evelyn Wood 
Alexandra 
Chi & Lan Nguyen 
George Michael 
Lloyd Patrick family 
June Francis 
Ben Farsaci family 

Teresa LaBouff & grandchildren 
Linda
Marge Pool 
Marlene Inverso  
Linda Zender 
Magda Lovejoy 
Phyllis Piercey 
Pati Leininger 
Charlie Miller 
Brielle Glenys Brennan
Shanin Eileen Brennan
Allison O'Hagan Brennan
Tara Allison Brennan 
Richard deCastongrene 
Richard Monohon 
Deborah Spring
Dee and Larry Herbig 
Chi and Lan Nguyen 
Jolane Zander
Lisa Zander
AJ Paul
Matthew Paul
Trudy H 
Patrick Bryant 
Ed Harrison 
Dan Hupford 
Theresa Ragan 
Evan Bell 
Jacob George 
Katheryn Armstrong 
Gerald Nault 
Lance Burns 
Salam Russell 
Bob Kelly 
Terri McCarthy 
Bob Fenton 
Paul Burns 
Lee Duboi 
Ann B. Lupton 
Erich Setele
Noel Ljubicic   
Snježana Mardesic 
Roman Luckey 
Lorenzo Jones

11.12 MONDAY

12Noon Word & Communion Downtown

11.13 TUESDAY

12Noon Word & Communion Downtown

11.14 WEDNESDAY

12Noon Word & Communion Downtown

11.15 THURSDAY (11am Reconciliation)

6:30am Rose Marie McConn U Westside

12Noon Joyce Griffin U Downtown

11.16 FRIDAY 

9am Kent Ramos U Downtown

11.17 SATURDAY (9:45am Reconciliation cancelled)

9am Mass Cancelled

5pm Sr. Kathline O’Sullivan BVM U Downtown

11.18 SUNDAY

7:30am Raymond Hegel U Downtown

8:30am Don Hedwall U Westside

9:30am Jim Villarrubia U Downtown

10:30am Andrew Buthorn U Westside

11:30am Richard & Mary Anderson Downtown

5pm People of Saint Michael Parish Downtown

To submit prayer requests, call the parish office at (360) 754-
4667 or submit your request via our website under the Contact 
menu.
If you or someone you know is homebound and wishes to 
receive Holy Communion, please call: 
Benedetta Reece at (360) 292-7143 or Dcn. Terry  
Barber at Sacred Heart Parish at (360) 491-0890.

MASSschedule & intentions PRAYERlist

Music Styles (Downtown):
Sat  5pm  Vigil Choir 
Sun 7:30am  Morning Choir 
 9:30am  Hymn Band 
 11:30am  Family Choir 
 5pm  Life Teen Band   
The Westside Choir provides music for both regularly 
scheduled Sunday Masses at the Westside Chapel.
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Making this transition a transformation
Being a Monday night, I really had no 
idea how many folks might show up for 
the dedication of our renovated church. I 
certainly hoped that many would, but I’m 
also realistic enough to know how busy 
people’s lives are. Staff were busy most 
of the day in preparation. Last-minute 
sound checks and lighting, cleaning and 
preparing for the reception afterwards, 
going through last-minute details kept 
everyone occupied.

People began to arrive at 4:30pm and 
there was a buzz that started from the 
beginning. There was a large drape in 
front of the doors of the main sanctu-
ary so that no one could look in. This 
heightened the sense of anticipation 
that brought many to the evening. Even 
as I walked among the folks, I went over 
to greet my brother priests as they were 
preparing and touched base with key 
staff, I still had no idea how many people 
there were.

As the deacons bore the relics of St. 
Felicity and St. Lucy upon their shoul-
ders from the St. Joseph Chapel into 
the Gathering Space, the Saint Michael 
Parish School children were singing, 

“Oh, Saint Michael.” It was as if a choir 
of angels were greeting us. Archbishop 
Sartain invited us to pray with the sign 
of the cross and welcomed us to spend 
this night in prayer. As he invited us to 
enter the church, the drape fell and for 
the first time people were able to see 

into the church. There was a collective 
gasp and one child said out loud, “Oh, 
WOW!”
It was only when people began to 
stream into the church with smiles on 
their faces and eyes wide open, looking 
around, did I realize how many people 
were present. Not only did we fill the 
church, but we overflowed into the 
Gathering Space, filling it as well. We 
even ran out of chairs. What a night it 
was!
Rather than speak more about it now, 
I will take time over the next weeks to 
unpack the ritual. For now, I think a few 
pictures will tell some of the story.
What a blessing it is to be your pastor. 
God bless you all.

In Christ Jesus, through the intercession 
of Blessed Pier Giorgio Frassati, I love 
you.

PASTOR'Snotebook

Father Jim Lee
Pastor
Father Jim Lee
Pastor
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ALL COMMUNITY  
CHORAL CELEBRATION
Saint Michael Parish will host a dozen South Sound interfaith 
choirs for an evening of song in celebration of the reopening 
of our downtown church. Join us on November 14 at 7pm 
for lively, powerful music shared in the beauty of our newly 
renovated church. Tickets are free with RSVP on our website!

DO YOU STILL NEED TO MAKE THE TRANSITION TO OUR NEW ONLINE GIVING PLATFORM?
On November 19 our old OSV platform will stop working. Directions to sign up 
for our New Online Giving platform:
1. Visit saintmichaelparish.org, scroll down to Online Giving and click the teal 
Online Giving button. 
2. Fill in your donation amount and select fund. Select giving type and date to 
start. Click next. 
3. Enter your mobile number to receive a security code via text. If you do not have 
a mobile phone, click Need Help? and choose the option Receive a security code 
by voice call. You can use a regular land line to receive your code via voice call. 
4. Enter security code. 
5. Enter your name and email, then click next. 
6. Enter your credit/debit card information and click next. 
7. Confirm your gift by clicking give. 

HOW DO I ACCESS MY NEW ONLINE GIVING ACCOUNT?
It's that time of the year when you may need to update our 
recurring giving online. Here's how to access your account 
to do so. 
• Go to our parish website (saintmichaelparish.org). Scroll 

down to Online Giving and click the teal Online Giving 
button. 

• Click Your Account and then click Manage Account
• Click Sign in and enter your mobile number to receive 

a security code via text. 
• Enter security code
• If you are updating a recurring gift, find your current gift 

and click the edit button to the right of the gift. Scroll 
down and click edit recurring. Change the amount and 
click the save button.

How to do it with our parish app:
• Open the app and tap the GIVE tab. 
• Tap the Give menu item
• Tap the heart/give icon
• Scroll Down and tap Manage my Pushpay Account
• Tap Sign in and enter your mobile number to receive a 

security code via text.
• Enter security code
• If you are updating a recurring gift, find your current gift 

and click the edit button to the right of the gift. Scroll 
down and click edit recurring. Change the amount and 
click the save button.

WEEKLY HOLY HOUR FOR PRIESTS
Weekly on Wednesdays, 5:30–6:30pm  
in the St. Joseph Chapel
Saint Michael Parish has begun a weekly Holy Hour to pray for 
our priests and vocations. Each week includes a variation of 
prayers from the rosary, Divine Office, and silent meditation, 
all centered on praying for our priests, specifically our pastor 
and parochial vicars, past and present.

"In the wake of the current sex abuse scandal, I felt angry 
and did not want to discuss it with my family. When I finally 
did share my concern with my 95-year-old grandmother she 
reminded me that our priests will always struggle and that 
the only way to help them is to pray for them. She shared with 
me about her weekly Holy Hour for priests at her parish in 
Los Angeles. My grandmother expressed that every parish 
should have a Holy Hour to pray for their pastor. I decided to 
take my grandmother up on the challenge and do something 
to help. Please come join us in prayer every week, alternate 
weeks, or only once month, but come as often as you can!"

– Elizabeth Lyons, Steward for Sacramental Preparation and 
Adult Discipleship
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SMPhighlights
NOVEMBER 2018

14 Wednesday

All Community  
Choral Celebration

Saint Michael Parish will host a 
dozen South Sound interfaith 
choirs for an evening of song 
in celebration of the reopen-
ing of our downtown church. 
Tickets are free with RSVP on 
our website!

Holy Hour for Priests

5:30–6:30pm in the St. Joseph 
Chapel. 

Full description of both events on 
page 4.

17/18 Sat/
Sun

 
TAKE ACTION! The hungry 
need your support. Send your 
letters to Congress!

Join us for a letter-signing  
effort before and after Mass 
next weekend . All ages are 
welcome to read, consider, 
comment, and sign letters. 
(Save time by bringing 3 re-
turn address labels for your 3 
letters–two U.S. Senators and 
one U.S. Representative!)

Beyond JustFaith is again 
facilitating this effort.

Bread for the World is a col-
lective Christian voice urging 
our nation’s decision makers 
to end hunger at home and 
abroad. More information 
at www.bread.org/help.

18 Sunday

Knights of Columbus 
Pancake Breakfast in the 
Gathering Space after 
morning Masses.

15 Thursday 

SAFE ENVIRONMENT  
WORKSHOP
(for all school and parish 
volunteers)

6–9pm in the Parish Center.

Register online at virtusonline.
org and click First-Time Regis-
trant. For volunteers who have 
already registered in Virtus, 
please log in to your account 
to sign up for the class. 

For more information or for 
assistance creating a Virtus 
account, please call Mona at 
(360) 292-7141 or mbishop@
saintmichaelparish.org.

Another workshop will be held 
Thursday, December 13.

Coming

January 13, 2019

acasad@saintmichaelparish.org

22 Thursday

Happy Thanksgiving!
Start your holiday with Mass 
at 9am!
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BORED OR LOST DURING MASS? 
Would you like to have a better understanding of the 
symbolism, the rituals and prayers we pray during our 
time of worship of God? This year, the adult faith forma-
tion sessions offered on FAITH Sundays are open to any 
adults who would like to learn more about the richness 
of the Mass. 
We'll list the topics of focus in the bulletin, beginning with 
Sunday, November 18. Come to one session that interests 
you or come to every session to get the most out of the 
Mass. Our study will include A Biblical Walk through The 
Mass by Edward Sri (Ascension Press). Watch for updated 
information weekly. A deeper understanding of the Mass 
is certainly worth your time and effort! 

Adult FAITH Session Topics 
11:30am–1pm in the Parish Center Multipurpose Room

November 18: What makes us Catholic?  
Presenter: Chris Peterson
December 2: The Catholic Mass–Foundations 
Presenter: Andrew Casad
December 9: The Parts of the Mass  
Presenter: Michelle Clinton

ST. MICHAEL PARISH SCHOOL 
29th Annual Holiday Wreath Sale
Support our 5th grade students and get a jump on your 
holiday decorating. The 5th Grade class is pre-selling 
hand-made, noble fir Advent and Christmas wreaths. 
Students and their families will be on hand after Masses 
on November 17/18 to take your pre-paid orders (cash and 
check only). Pre-orders can be picked up after Masses 
on December 1/2. Proceeds and donations help send 
the students to the Shakespearean Festival in Ashland, 
OR this June. Thanks for your generous support of this 
amazing tradition!

HEY, MIDDLE SCHOOLERS! 
Make plans to join us for EDGE every Sunday after the 
5pm Life Teen Mass, from 6:30–8pm. We'll take the eve-
ning of November 11 off, but join up again at Black Lake 
Bible Camp for our EDGE Retreat on November 16–18. 
Don't forget to sign up for the Middle School Ministry 
newsletter! Just send an email to Anna Swanson at 
aswanson@saintmichaelparish.org.

Have questions about your

faith? We've got answers. 

MIDDLE
SCHOOL
RETREAT 
NOVEMBER  
16-18TH 

WHERE? BLACK LAKE BIBLE
CAMP 

WHEN? NOV. 16-18 
HOW? PERMISSION SLIPS

AVAILABLE ONLINE & AT THE
PARISH OFFICE

email Anna Swanson at 
aswanson@saintmichaelparish.org  

BIBLE STUDY
Queen of Heaven:  
Mary's Battle for You
Starts Tuesday, Dec. 4 
9:30–11:30am  
Gathering Space Room 3  
8 Weeks | Cost: $25
Childcare included for 
children age 1+if you register 
your children by Nov. 26.

Embark on a journey that begins before time itself, when 
Mary was only an eternal thought in the Mind of God, 
and dive into her life in Scripture. Discover Our Mother 
throughout centuries of Church history as she intervenes 
at pivotal periods—especially at her most famous appari-
tions, when she made roses bloom on a hillside in Mexico, 
when she made a miraculous spring of water rise from the 
ground in Lourdes, and when she made the sun dance at 
Fatima. Take this journey now and discover the woman 
who, from the very beginning, was destined to be the 
Queen of Heaven.
Register at: saintmichaelparish.org/learn/bible-study
Contact: Elizabeth Lyons at (360) 292-7119 or elyons@
saintmichaelparish.org
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CARRYING A HEAVY HEART?
Upcoming Cycles of Faith based Support Group meetings
We provide cycles of faith-based support group meetings and one-
on-one support. 
Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton Grief Support Group: This group is 
open to anyone who carries a heavy heart for any reason–not just 
the loss of a loved one. The group meets on Saturday mornings 
from 10am–12pm. Our next cycle of eight consecutive week meet-
ings start Saturday , November 17.
Whether present events brought grief to you or you are carrying the pain of grief from long ago; whether faith brings you 
support while grieving or whether grief causes your faith to tremble, please join us. We gather to learn about the grief 
process, to support one another, and to share our thoughts and feelings, sustained by our faith and enlightened by Christ. 
All meetings are free. No need to be a parishioner or Catholic to attend. If you or someone you know would benefit from 
participating or have any questions, please contact Bene Reece at 360-292-7143 or breece@saintmichaelparish.org.

WHY RITUAL?
By Fr. Lou Cunningham

“From the rising of the sun to its setting, let the name of the 
Lord be praised” –Psalm 113:3

“In the liturgy the faithful are confronted by a new world, rich 
in types and symbols, which are expressed in terms of ritual, 
actions, vestments, implements, places, and hours, all of 
which are highly significant. . . The people who really live 
by the liturgy will come to learn that the bodily movements, 
the actions, and the material objects which it employs are 
all of the highest significance. It offers great opportunities of 
expression, of knowledge, and of spiritual experience; it is 
emancipating in its action, and capable of presenting a truth 
far more strongly and convincingly than can the mere word of 
mouth.” –Romano Guardini, The Spirit of the Liturgy, Chapter 
4, The Symbolism of the Liturgy

“In these rites I discover that something is approaching me 
here that I did not produce myself, that I am entering into 
something greater than myself, which ultimately derives from 
divine revelation.” -Joseph Ratzinger “The Spirit of the Liturgy”

Every single human person is ritualistic. This may sound odd 
in our modern world, but think about your morning routine, 
how you order your coffee, how you put your clothes on in 
the morning. Ritual is a part of our lives at a fundamental level 
because ritual entails habitual action that allows us to more 
fully enter into life. Even the most anarchical individual has a 
way of going about their lives that is filled with ritual action.
Catholic ritual has an even deeper connotation: it comes from 
somewhere other than constructed from ourselves and our 
own machinations. Catholic ritual is the reflection of three 
thousand plus years of worshiping God as He has revealed 
it, beginning with the Jewish people and handed down to 
us today through continual participation of God’s people in 
worshiping Him. The Mass and the Liturgy of the Hours have 
been celebrated for two thousand years! And they were both 

handed down to us as something that already existed: there is 
no need for us to create new liturgy, because God has already 
given to us–in the long history of the Church–a method to 
worship Him and to offer ourselves “in spirit and in truth” to 
the Father, through Jesus Christ in the unity of the Holy Spirit. 
One of the beauties of Catholic ritual is that its constancy and 
consistency allows us to be all the more attentive to the signif-
icance of the action occurring and truly enter into its Mystery.
All of the Rites of the Church–the Sacraments, the Mass, the 
Liturgy of the Hours, different dedications, are all there to 
facilitate an entrance into this Mystery–this encounter with 
the Divine. The Rites of the Church are the great “morning 
routine,” where we say ‘I love you’ to our Lover and He does 
the same to us. On November 5th, we witnessed a particularly 
pregnant ritual of the Roman Catholic Church: the Dedication 
of a Church. Throughout the Church’s Liturgical Year, we as 
Roman Catholics celebrate many dedications of Churches, 
particular churches that have special importance for us. And 
our local dedication is no different.
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WEEK 2 ADVENT SMALL GROUPS
BECOME LIVING STONES!
This week Fr Jim unpacks the second reading from the 
Dedication mass from ch. 2 of St Paul's Letter to the Ephesians 
which talks about the Church being built on the foundations 
of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus as the corner-
stone or capstone.  It is the cornerstone of Jesus Christ which 
holds the structure of the Church together.  We are invited to 
be transformed this Advent, to become living stones being 
built up into this holy temple of God.  We realize that we are on 
this journey together.  We are not yet the holy temple we long 
to be, we are men and women who seek to be transformed, 
who need the healing presence and mercy of Our Lord.  Let 
us always be mindful that no matter how far we may be from 
the goal or ideal that we long for, that we invite others to 
journey with us, to be transformed with us, so that in some 
small way they might experience the presence of God as we 
gather together in this holy place.
If you are unable to join the 300+ parishioners preparing for 
Advent in small groups, you can follow along by using the 
reflection sheets and videos posted on the website at saint-
michaelparish.org/learn/small groups. Click on Facilitator 
Resources. A few of our groups with openings:
HolyOly Group includes non-Catholics and those returning 
to the faith  
John 6:35 Group held Tuesday evenings in NE Olympia 
Parents of students at St. Michael School held Wednesday 
mornings
Prayer Partners Small Group in Shelton on Wednesday 
afternoons
Shekinah Small Group for single adults aged 50+
And, we still have openings in groups for:
• Young Adults • Daily Mass goers • Seniors  • Couples • 
Newcomers • non-Catholics and those considering return-
ing to the Church • day, evening and weekend groups 
To sign up, simply visit the parish website, scroll down and 
click the Join a Small Group" post. Follow the link and look 
through the available groups, find the best fit for you and fill 
out the simple registration form. Contact: Michaela Moreau 
at (360) 292-7104 or smp.smallgroups@gmail.com.

PRIME TIMERS EVENTS
Holiday Potluck
All seniors are invited to join the annual Prime Timers holiday 
potluck on Tuesday, November 13 at 1pm in the Gathering 
Space. The parish will provide turkey and ham for everyone. 
We ask guests to bring a favorite holiday side dish, salad, or 
desert to share. We will enjoy a great performance from the 
Saint Michael Parish School choir. In lieu of a gift exchange, 
please donate socks or boxers for the men’s shelter. 
Brunch
Seniors, join us for Sunday Brunch on November 18 at 11am 
at the Hawks Prairie Restaurant, 8306 Quinault Dr. NE, 
Olympia. This is a great way to eat and have fellowship with 
other seniors. Please contact Lea Leingang at 360-754-8262.
Prime Timers—Come and See
Have you ever wondered who plans Prime Timers events 
and pilgrimages? Maybe you have some ideas for activities 
that would be perfect for the group. All seniors are invited to 
come, see, and learn about this group. The next Prime Timers 
committee meeting is on Monday, November 26, 10-11 am 
in the Gathering Space. 
For additional information about Prime Timers, contact 
Elizabeth Lyons at (360) 292-7119 or elyons@saintmichael-
parish.org.

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL THANKS YOU
The volunteers of the St. Vincent de 
Paul Society thank you for your support 
and donations for the past fiscal year 
which ended September 30. Because 
of your generosity, we were able to 
serve 1,324 families in need and dis-
tributed $197,580 for their benefit. We 
made 612 home visits and disbursed 
$172,390 for rent and utilities (electric-

ity, natural gas, and water) which helped keep neighbors in 
their homes. The other 712 contacts took place in our emer-
gency services office and provided help for such things as 
shelter, prescription medications, propane, and bus tickets.
WHAT IS THE SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL?
St. Vincent's is a small group of volunteers from Saint Michael 
Parish dedicated to growing spiritually through helping our 
neighbors in need. Volunteers listen, assess the situation, 
and try to solve the problems of people in need, including 
providing information on other organizations that might 
offer additional assistance. SVDP often relieves the financial 
burden of adults and children who have hit upon hard times 
and are without hope. Volunteers do not discriminate and 
address problems and issues of all beliefs and cultures. 
YOU ARE INVITED TO BECOME A VOLUNTEER 
No special qualifications are needed–just a willingness to 
devote some time to the St. Vincent De Paul mission. Leave a 
message at (360) 972-0661, and a volunteer will call you back..
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ST. MARTIN’S ABBEY 
OBLATE BAZAAR  
November 16, 1–4:30pm; November 
17,9am–3pm; November 18, 12–2pm 
Proceeds go to benefit the Abbey 
Oblate projects (religious education, 
Oblate education and the alliance of 
international monastics). The event 
will be held in the guest dining room 
in Old Main, on the first floor across 
from the monastic dining room. 
Religious items, Christmas items, 
homemade baked goods, handmade 
and homemade items will be for sale, 
from the Abbey and from general 
donors. Free and open to the public. 
You can also buy rosaries and 
decade bracelets made by Brother 
Edmund at St Martin’s Abbey.
For questions, contact Br. Edmund 
Ebbers at (360) 438-4457 or br_
edmund@stmartin.edu.

AROUND THE  

SOUND
PRIORY PROGRAMS
Upcoming at the Priory Spirituality 
Center in Lacy:
Advent Retreat: Waiting with Mary
November 30-December 2
Friday 7:30pm–Sunday 11am 
Facilitator: Therese Gonneville, OSB
Register by November 16   
$175 (with Spiritual Direction $215)
Advent Retreat: Waiting with Mary, 
Second Offering
December 7-9
Friday 7:30pm–Sunday 11am
Facilitator: Therese Gonneville, OSB
Register by Prior Friday  
$175 (with Spiritual Direction $215)
O Antiphons Retreat, Hope—Past, 
Present and Future
December 8
Saturday 9am–3pm
Kathryn Rickert
Register by Prior Friday: $55
Information and registration at  
www.stplacid.org

RACHEL'S CORNER 
Pray for those on retreat this 
weekend, seeking healing and 
transformation from the wounds of 
abortion. Are you ready to expe-
rience the depth of God’s mercy 
yourself?
Next retreat: March 8-10, in English
Call for a compassionate, confiden-
tial conversation.
English: (206) 920-6413
Español: (206)-450-7814  
www.ccsww.org/projectrachel
Project Rachel is a program of 
Catholic Community Services.
You are loved with an everlasting 
Love!

SHOULDER TO SHOULDER
How many times have we heard Fr. Jim marvel at the gener-
osity of Saint Michael parishioners? We are blessed to be a 
family of families who truly care about one another.
That spirit of generosity is clearly demonstrated in the 
Shoulder to Shoulder ministry. Created by Fr. Jim with a rebate 
from the Annual Catholic Appeal, the ministry works through 
a special fund set up to help parishioners who were struggling 

financially. Parishioners have continued to donate to the fund, 
allowing the Shoulder ministry to continue.
Here’s how it works: Parishioners who find themselves in a 
financial crisis–whether it’s an unexpected medical bill, an 
inability to pay next month’s rent, or a leaky roof–simply com-
plete a confidential application.

The application is then screened by a committee of parishio-
ners who, in turn, make a funding recommendation to Fr. Jim. 
If approved, the parish issues a check directly to the service 
provider–the doctor, landlord or roof repair company, etc.– 
not the applicant.

Applications are available on the parish website or on the 
Good News stand. Parishioners who submit an application are 
reassured by the fact that their information will be anonymous 
and held in strict confidence.

Are you facing a financial emergency with nowhere else to 
turn? If so, consider filing a Shoulder to Shoulder application. 
Through their generosity, your church family is here for you.


