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NORMAL MASS TIMES: 
(Weekday Mass times often change – Check schedule on page 2)

Downtown:  
1055 Boundary St. SE
Monday–Thursday: 12Noon, Friday & Saturday: 9am
Saturday: 5pm
Sunday: 7:30am, 9:30am, 11:30am & 5pm
Westside Chapel:  
1835 Overhulse Rd. NW
1st & 3rd Thursday: 6:30am 
Sunday: 8:30am & 10:30am 
2nd Sunday: 1:30pm (Vietnamese)

RECONCILIATION TIMES (Downtown): 
Thursday: 11am | Saturday: 9:45am & 3pm
PASTOR: 
Fr. Jim Lee
PAROCHIAL VICAR: 
Fr. Lou Cunningham
DEACONS: 
Rob Rensel 
John Bergford

MISSION
Our mission is to place God first in all things, to proclaim 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and to grow in holiness 
through prayer, sacraments, and service.

1208 11th Ave. SE, Olympia 98501 
(360) 754-4667 
www.saintmichaelparish.org
OFFICE HOURS 
Monday – Thursday: 9am – 5pm | Friday 9am – 1pm 
Sunday 9am – 1pm
CALVARY CEMETERY ext. 138 
3850 Cleveland Ave., Tumwater 98501
ST. MICHAEL SCHOOL (360) 754-5131 
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY 
Wed & Fri  1–3pm (360) 352-7554
CLOTHING BANK  
Tues & Sat 9–Noon  
(Donation station open 7am–5pm daily)
PREGNANCY AID   (360) 956-7413  
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri  2–4pm, Wed 9am-Noon
ST. MIKE’S TIKES  (360) 586-1585

SAINT MICHAEL PARISH STEWARDSHIPof treasure

Pastoral Year 2018-2019
Donations Received as of December 24 & 30, 2018

Sunday Stewardship $50,253

Online Stewardship Giving $27,812

Sunday Loose Donations $1,346

Holy Days $22,730

Youth (Little House) $ 2 1 7

Total Offertory Collection Received $102,358

Year to Date Received $1,670,699

Donations Needed $ 7 6 5 , 9 8 3

Amount Behind Goal -  $ 1 5 6 , 4 4 8

www.facebook.com/saintmichaelparish

www.saintmichaelparish.org

Text smpgive to 77977

GET OUR APP

TEXT TO GIVE

Text 

SMPGIVE APP 
to 

77977 
to get a direct link.

GET IT AT: saintmichaelparish.formed.org
Made possible by your generous stewardship.
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1.7 MONDAY

12Noon Benjamin Stout U Downtown

1.8 TUESDAY

12Noon Word & Communion Downtown

1.9 WEDNESDAY

12Noon Word & Communion Downtown

1.10 THURSDAY (11am Reconciliation)

12Noon Red Mass 
Fr. Leslie Colaco U Downtown

1.11 FRIDAY 

9am Dessel Family Downtown

10:45am Mass at Mother Joseph

1.12 SATURDAY (9:45am & 3pm Reconciliation)

9am Steve Gadomski U Downtown

5pm Lucia Phan Downtown

1.13 SUNDAY

7:30am Catharine & Raymond 
Kelley U Downtown

8:30am Hong Nguyen U Westside

9:30am Susan Schumacher U Downtown

10:30am James Werle U Westside

11:30am Marita McGowen U Downtown

1:30pm Nguyen Thi Hoang Westside

5pm People of Saint Michael Parish Downtown

Maia Bellon 
Joy
Melisa Goin
Evelyn Wood 
Alexandra 
Chi & Lan Nguyen 
George Michael 
Lloyd Patrick family 
June Francis 
Ben Farsaci family 
Teresa LaBouff & grandchildren 
Linda
Marge Pool 
Marlene Inverso  
Linda Zender 
Magda Lovejoy 
Phyllis Piercey 
Pati Leininger 
Charlie Miller 
Brielle Glenys Brennan
Shanin Eileen Brennan
Allison O'Hagan Brennan
Tara Allison Brennan 
Richard deCastongrene 
Richard Monohon 
Deborah Spring
Dee and Larry Herbig 
Chi and Lan Nguyen 
Jolane Zander
Lisa Zander
AJ Paul
Matthew Paul
Trudy H 
Patrick Bryant 
Dan Hupford 
Theresa Ragan 
Evan Bell 
Jacob George 
Katheryn Armstrong 
Gerald Nault 
Lance Burns 
Salam Russell 
Bob Kelly 
Terri McCarthy 
Bob Fenton 
Paul Burns 
Lee Duboi 

Ann B. Lupton 
Erich Setele
Noel Ljubicic   
Snježana Mardesic 
Roman Luckey 
Lorenzo Jones 
Ryan Kuhnau 
Anne Barroll
Jan Putnam
John David Minor
Dennis Robinson 
Hilary Borngesser 
Beverley Cadoo 
Michelle Westling 
Glenys Annette Brennan 
Angela Michele Beavers 
Jeffrey 
Joey Lynn Benck 
Donald Villarrubia 
Noel Ljubičić
Jack Beauchamp & Family 
Jamie & Thomas
Julie Malloy 
Jeanette Nielsen
Angela Kopp
Megan Kathleen Brennan 
Debbie 
Chi & Lan Nguyen 
Janet Norbert 
Michael Heelan 
Mike Dahl 
Marguerite Gibbs 
Jess Michael
Lisa San Miguel
Chelsea Lopez
Sotero Soto 
Bettie Linnenbrink 
Mary Anderson 
Shiny Norbert 
Chuck Hughes
Ashwin Mathew 
Tami Grant 
Glee Gile 
Pete Castaneda 
Elizabeth H. 
Filiberto Chavez

To submit prayer requests, call the parish office or submit 
your request via our website. If you or someone you know is 
homebound and wishes to receive Holy Communion, please 
call Benedetta Reece at (360) 292-7143 or Dcn. Terry  
Barber at Sacred Heart Parish at (360) 491-0890.

MASSschedule & intentions PRAYERlist



3

“Being blessed and being blessing”
How quickly it has all passed. Four 
weeks of Advent and two weeks of 
Christmas; preparation, anticipation and 
celebration have all come and gone. We 
now find ourselves as a Church still cel-
ebrating these final days of Christmas. 
For me, and I hope for you, these weeks 
have been so full and such a gift.
Today we celebrate the gifting of the 
Magi to the child Jesus. This feast, so 
rich in symbolism and so steeped in 
memory, re-echoes a theme that I 
shared on the Solemnity of Mary, the 
mother of God, January 1.
I invite you to make 2019 a “Year of 
Blessing.” As is so evident in the sea-
sons of Advent and Christmas, we are 
blessed by God. In the midst of all 
our joys and sorrows, our accomplish-
ments and failures, God is Emmanuel, 
God-with-us. That is God’s covenant. 
That is God’s promise. That is God’s 
faithfulness.
Please try to take time each day to 
reflect upon how God has blessed you. 
Then, in turn, strive to be a blessing to 
others. Start simply, right at home with 
your spouse, with your children and with 
siblings. Let your family, your home, truly 
grow ever more deeply into a domestic 
Church with Christ as its center. I sug-
gest that each day, or at least once a 
week, you share how you have been 
blessed and how you have been bless-
ing for others.

Being blessing for others is what St. 
Paul speaks about in today’s second 
reading from his letter to the Ephesians. 
St. Paul tells us that God’s grace has 
been revealed through the Holy Spirit 
in Christ Jesus for all, so that together 
we may be members of the same body, 
co-heirs and co-partners in the promise 
of Jesus Christ through the Gospel.
Being blessed and being blessing 
is reflected in this prayer of St. John 
Neumann. I offer it as a reminder 
throughout this year of our vocation as 
missionary disciples of Jesus Christ.

“Everyone has a mission, has a work. We 
are not sent into this world for nothing; 
we are not born at random. God sees 
every one of us; God creates every soul 
for a purpose. God needs every one of 
us.

“God has an end for each of us; we are 
all equal in God’s sight. As Christ has his 
work, we too have ours; as he rejoiced 
to do his work, we must rejoice in ours 
also.”

Tiny house
I offer my heartfelt thanks for all those 
who worked on building our “tiny house” 
for the Plum Street Village for safe and 
secure transitional housing. This is a 
portion of our blessing others in our 
community. We will be working closely 
with the LIHI organization and part-
nering with other neighbors to assist 
in making this successful, safe and a 

blessing for many.
Alpha
Our next Alpha course begins next 
Sunday. Check out the information in 
today’s bulletin and pray about inviting 
someone to join you for our welcome 
evening on Sunday, January 13. Please 
RSVP.
Thank you!
Fr. Lou and I want to thank you so very 
much for your kindness, your cards, your 
gifts and most of all your prayers at this 
Christmas season. It is wonderfully over-
whelming to experience your gratitude 
for our priestly ministry. Thank you.
In Christ Jesus and through the inter-
cession of Blessed Pier Giorgio Frassati, 
I love you.

PASTOR'Snotebook

Father Jim Lee
Pastor
Father Jim Lee
Pastor

"I invite you to make 2019  
a 'Year of Blessing.'”
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AUDREY 
ASSAD
March 22, 2019  • 7:30 PM Show
Saint Michael Parish
1055 Boundary St. SE 

Ticket Info and Pricing:
Dec.19 – Feb. 1  $20 
Feb. 1– Mar. 22  $35 

Catherine Rivera Design

Saint Michael Parish
saintmichaelparish.org/assad

(360)754-4667
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SMPhighlights JANUARY 2019

January

9
Wednesday

January

10
Thursday

January

17
Thursday

We post all of  
Fr. Jim's homilies 
on the web site. 

You can get them via 
our app as well!

Men: Need a mid-week 
faith bump? Join Fr. Jim 
and the men of parish 
every Wednesday morn-
ing a 6:30am for reflection, 
prayer, and praise.

BE TRANSFORMED

Holy Hour for Priests

5:30–6:30pm in the St. Joseph Chapel. If you are unable to 
come, please join us in praying the rosary from your residence 
between 5:30 and 6:30pm.

Red Mass: 12Noon in the downtown church. A Red Mass is 
a Mass celebrated annually for all members of the legal pro-
fession, regardless of religious affiliation: judges, lawyers, law 
school professors, law students, and government officials, mark-
ing the opening of the judicial year.

Mass of Healing 

6:45pm at St. Patrick 's in Tacoma. Celebrant is Fr. Jim Northrop. 
Mass is followed by healing prayer for body, mind and spirit. 
Sponsored by the Western Washington Catholic Charismatic 
Renewal

MISS A HOMILY?

9 Days for Life is a 
multi-faceted novena for 
the respect and protection 
of every human life. Each 
day, a different intention 
is accompanied by a short 
reflection, suggested 
actions, and related infor-
mation.

Sign up at usccb.org
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ADULT F.A.I.T.H. SESSIONS
Bored or lost during Mass? This year, the adult faith for-
mation sessions offered on FAITH Sundays are open to 
any adults who would like to learn more about the rich-
ness of the Mass. The topics of focus will be listed in the 
bulletin each week. 

Adult FAITH Session Topics 
11:30am–1pm in the Parish Center Multipurpose Room
(FAITH Adult Sessions meet twice a month until May)
January 6: Introductory Rites (Greeting/Penitential Rite)  
Presenter: Elizabeth Lyons, Steward for Sacramental 
Preparation
January 13: The Introductory Rites (Kyrie/Glory to God/
the Collect)  
Presenter: Ann Ashe, Steward for Faith Formation
February 10: Liturgy of the Word (Readings/Homily) 
Presenter: Mary Trotter, Steward for Catechesis of the 
Good Shepherd
February 17: Liturgy of the Word (Creed; Prayers of the 
Faithful) 
Presenter: Emily Suda, Pope John Paul II Theology Teacher

Contact: Ann Ashe at aashe@saintmichaelparish.org

HEY, MIDDLE SCHOOLERS! 
Make plans to join us for EDGE every Sunday after the 
5pm Life Teen Mass, from 6:30–8pm. 
Don't forget to sign up for the Middle School Ministry 
newsletter! Just send an email to Anna Swanson at 
aswanson@saintmichaelparish.org.

LIFE NIGHTS
January 6: Social Night. Join us for a fun night as we 
celebrate the birth of our Savior and the Epiphany!
Contact: Abre Peters at apeters@saintmichaelparish.org

YOUNG ADULT RETREAT: 
"Lord teach us to pray." Join Father Kyle and Sister Mary 
Vianney February 1-3 on The Life of Prayer for Catholic 
Young Adults retreat at the Archbishop Brunett Retreat 
Center. 
If you are interested or would like more for information 
visit Palisadesretreatcenter.org. 
Ages 20-35 are welcomed.
Contact: Abre Peters at apeters@saintmichaelparish.org

THE SEVEN GIFTS OF  
THE HOLY SPIRIT
Wisdom, Understanding, Counsel, Fortitude, Knowledge, 
Piety and Fear of the Lord
These gifts are poured into the Christian soul at baptism 
and increased and restored throughout life by the recep-
tion of the holy sacraments and growth in the life of grace.

Fear of GOD: what is it?
"The fear of the Lord shall delight the heart, and shall give 
joy, and gladness, and length of days" (Ecclesiasticus 1:12).

The "fear of the Lord," as it is usually used in Catholic 
parlance, is one of the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit, 
according to St. Jerome's Latin version of the book of 
Isaiah. In Isaiah 11, the principle spiritual gifts of the 
coming Messiah are prophesied. The gift of the fear of 
the Lord perfects our hope of remaining in God's grace 
and someday being with him in the happiness of heaven. 
This is a fear caused by love. We fear to lose God by sin, 
since we love him, and we have a reverent fear and awe 
of him because he is beautiful and great and powerful. 
This fear is called filial fear, because it is like the fear 
of a child who is afraid to hurt the feelings of his father 
because of their mutual love. It is different from what is 
called servile fear, which is based on punishment, like the 
fear of a slave for his master. 
The fear of the Lord is a source of great peace and hap-
piness; it is very different from worldly fears of suffering 
or punishment and helps us endure pain because of our 
love for the Savior.
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Wednesdays, January 9–February 13, 6–8:30pm  
in the Gathering Space

The Marriage Course focuses on practical struggles that most 
couples have. Whether you’ve been together 6 months or 60 
years, you’ll find valuable information to help your marriage 
to flourish. Each week includes a private dinner, a presenta-
tion, and time for private discussion. Childcare provided for 
children ages 1+ with RSVP by January 4. 
Register online at saintmichaelparish.org/the-marriage-course 
or contact Elizabeth Lyons at elyons@saintmichaelparish.org 
or (360) 292-7119. 

Sundays, January 13–April 7, 6–8:30pm  
in the Multipurpose Room

Alpha explores the basics of the Christian faith. Each session 
starts with dinner, then looks at a different question about faith 
and is designed to create conversation. It’s just an open, infor-
mal and honest space to explore life’s big questions together. 
Who will you invite and accompany as we explore life, faith 
and meaning on Alpha? Childcare and dinner provided.
See saintmichaelparish.org/alpha for more information and 
to register. Contact Andrew Casad at acasad@saintmichael-
parish.org or (360) 292-7127.

SMALL GROUPS
“All of the group members were an inspiration, and I draw 
strength from knowing we are on this faith journey together.”  
Small Groups continue to meet year-round. Find a group 
on-line or form one of your own. There’s always room on the 
couch!.  
Upcoming dates for Lenten Small Groups:
February 2/3: Facilitator registration weekend
February 16/17: Member Registration Weekend
March 4: Lenten Small Groups start

Contact: Michaela Moreau at (360) 292-7104 or  
smp.smallgroups@gmail.com.
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Jesus asked them, "What are you looking for?"  
(John 1:38)

Andrea Deshaye of our Prison Ministry reports that the 
response from the parish families to the Cookies and 
Socks Drive was outstanding. The care and time spent on 
the cookies were unbelievable and the recipients were 
very thankful. The men assembling the bags of cookies 
for the jails were also extremely thankful and  said what 
a blessing all the donations were.

Is there an emptiness you long to fill? Are you searching 
for authentic community? Do you long to understand the 
meaning of it all? Jesus invites you to "Come, and you 
will see." (John 1:39)  Whatever it is that you seek, Jesus 
invites you to come and see where he is staying. Come 
journey with us and explore together God’s call to live 
in newness of life. 
To learn more about becoming Catholic please con-
tact Andrew Casad, Steward for Christian Initiation, at 
360.292.7127 or acasad@saintmichaelparish.org

Thank you!

The statue is 27” tall, not counting her crown which adds 
about 4 more inches. It is made of china and so needs a 
special place so that it does not get chipped or broken. 
It is a powerful experience to host a statue of Our Lady 
gathering and carrying our personal and family prayers 
from house to house and, creating a deeper bonding 
among us as a faith community.
If you are interested in hosting the statue for two weeks, 
please contact Kathy Arnold at gmakaffey@yahoo.com 
or (360) 870-5901. 

Would you like to host a traveling statue of the 
Blessed Mother in your home? 

If you know of anyone who is temporarily or permanently 
homebound, or if you have family members who cannot 
come to Mass, call Bene at (360) 292-7143 to receive 
Holy Communion. 
We ask anyone wishing to receive the Sacrament of 
Anointing of the Sick to please call the office to sched-
ule a visit from a priest. If not an emergency, please call 
in advance. This Sacrament can also be received after 
any Mass. A Mass especially for Anointing of the Sick is 
celebrated every first Saturday of the month at 9am. In 
case of emergency after office hours, leave a message 
on the emergency line including your phone number and 
we will call you back as soon as possible. 

Join Deacon John Bergford and others from Saint Michael 
Parish for a one-week mission trip to the Holy Spirit 
Center in Juarez, Mexico, March 30 to April 6.
The mission trip is open to adults, teens, and families 
with a heart for service. 
Contact Deacon John at (360) 280-4281 or Brandon 
Jones at (360) 292-7108 for more information. 
Registrations are open through early February.

Homebound and wishing to receive Holy Communion?  
In need of the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick?

Spring Break Mission Trip: 
Take a Journey of the Heart

Stay tuned for a series of meetings on how faith can 
help us confront, understand, and overcome challenges. 
Through the teachings and traditions of the Church, we 
will explore the causes of stress, explain ways to iden-
tify personal stress triggers, and deliver realistic, helpful 
tools for coping. 
If interested in participating, please contact Bene Reece 
at (360) 292-7143 or breece@saintmichaelparish.org.

Interested in learning how to manage stress with the 
help of our Catholic faith?
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HOW DOES LOVING ONE’S ENEMIES WORK, REALLY?
Jesus recognized that there are such things as enemies—and told us what to do about them.
by Elizabeth Scalia
A friend of mine and I were comparing 
notes on how challenged we feel, some-
times, to offer real forgiveness to friends 
and family, and the question of enemies.

“Jesus said we are to forgive without limit,” 
my friend said, “but does that mean we’re 
supposed to keep putting ourselves out 
there to be victimized by people who 
really know how to hurt us and seem to 
enjoy doing it?”

It’s a conundrum, isn’t it? We are supposed 
to love everyone, forgive “unto seventy 
times seven” (Matthew 18:21-22), and we 
know that forgiveness is essential to our 
spiritual health, even if—in some cases—
some people just feel like they prefer the 
tormentor’s role in our personal narratives. 

“To forgive is to set a prisoner free and 
discover that the prisoner was you,” writes 
the theologian Lewis Smedes, and he’s 
completely right.

Loving everyone is downright difficult and 
none of us can do it perfectly except the 
Lord and those saints he has so graced. 
My friend and I acknowledged it, but she 
couldn’t let it go, and wondered, “Doesn’t 
that mean the person we’re avoiding is 
our enemy? Aren’t we not supposed to 
have enemies?”

Her question reminded me of a what a 
Benedictine nun says to a novice in Rumer 
Godden’s In This House of Brede: “We 
may quarrel, we may find ourselves going 
down another staircase to avoid meeting 
some particular nun, but in times of stress…
[we are all there for one another.]”

That, it seems to me, is the essence of 
how we are to handle difficult relation-
ships. It speaks of a charity that does not 
put people too frequently in each other’s 
way (and tempt them into a needless, 
unhappy exchanges), yet is still helpful, 
when help is really needed, and without 
resentment or a desire for recognition. It 
puts enmity to the side for the sake of the 
greater good.

When I was a little girl, I used to take 
some comfort from Jesus’ command to 

“love your enemies”; the fact that he used 
the word “enemies” seemed like a clear 
acknowledgment that they exist and are 
a normal part of life. It almost seemed 
like Jesus was giving us tacit permission 
to have enemies, to make a place for ene-
mies within our lives, as though they could 

be compartmentalized and shoved into 
an unused storage portion of our soul. 
When someone explained that “loving 
one’s enemies” meant little more than “not 
wishing them ill,” I felt like I had figured it 
all out: I could have my enemies, and as 
long as I didn’t actually wish evil on them, 
I was set for heaven.

That was how I rolled for about twenty 
years, until I actually heard someone use 
the word “enemy” when speaking about 
another. I had asked a woman in the office 
why she was so aggravated with a fellow 
we worked with. “I’ll tell you why,” she 
steamed at me, “because that man is my 
enemy. If he were dying in the street, I 
would walk right by him.”

Coming from the mouth of a woman I gen-
erally found to be pleasant and generous 
in nature, these were some of the most 
chilling words I had ever heard; they liter-
ally gave me goosebumps. I asked what 
the man could possibly have done to have 
earned such a vehement condemnation, 
and she said, with a terrible expression, 

“He complained about one of my kids not 
being friendly on the phone.”

It was one of those uncomfortable light-
bulb moments, when one realizes that 
complacent ideas from our youth can no 
longer work and demand reassessment. I 
had turned the notion of enemies into the 
equivalent of a benign spot on a spiritual 
X-ray: nothing to worry about, no threat 
to the soul.

That was incorrect. The evidence before 
my eyes, demonstrated in the dark, tense 
expression of my coworker and her brut-
ish tone, hit me like a swift punch to the 
solar plexus; with breathtaking clarity I 
understood that to entertain the concept 
of “having an enemy” was to give it room 
to grow. No benign practice, this was 
instead a path to spiritual malignancy—a 
true cancer that could kill the soul.

Jesus did indeed recognize that there are 
such things as enemies—and we are not 
meant to wander through our lives reck-
less and unaware of what or who can 
threaten us or do us harm. Certainly, we 
should not turn a blind eye to evil, which 
is the true enemy.

But Jesus’ command to love those we per-
ceive to be our enemies is actually a tool 
for discernment, and for our own salvation. 

To love our enemies means a great deal 
more than to simply not wish evil upon 
them; it means making a conscious effort 
to find a path to our own mercy, for their 
sake and our own. That path is found, 
Jesus tells us, through prayer: “Love your 
enemies and pray for those who perse-
cute you” (Mt 5:44).

My workplace friend had made an enemy 
of a man who presumed to criticize her 
child. That might seem a trivial thing, but 
we do not know the whole of anyone 
else’s story. Perhaps her child was mildly 
autistic and his weak phone manners 
were actually part of a long process of vic-
tories and setbacks that had left her with 
no tolerance for picky critiques. Perhaps 
the man—her enemy—had been bullied 
by a parent into caring overmuch about 
social niceties and was knee-jerk and 
unthinking in his complaint.

The woman’s real enemy, though, was 
the creation of her seething resentment, 
which was  wounding her, not him. To pray 
for the man's good would ultimately have 
helped her to discern thoughtlessness 
from real evil, and brought a measure of 
peace.

We all wrestle with what forgiveness 
demands of us. We may forgive someone 
with an authentic intention of mercy, truly 
meaning our words, and yet also pointedly 
desire to distance ourselves from them 
as much as possible in order to protect 
that forgiveness from predictable future 
assaults that might strain charity. Some 
relationships are simply toxic beyond 
sense or permission, and in those circum-
stances—especially if we know we have 
made numerous good-faith attempts to 
reach out and really seek peace—we can 
take Jesus’ advice to “shake the dust off” 
our feet” (Matthew 10:14) and move on, 
just as he told his apostles to do when 
made unwelcome.

This is one way, at least for a moment, a 
day, or a year, to maintain our sense of 
forgiveness and our desire to promote 
peace—in the world and in our lives—with-
out feeling oppressed by a sense that we 
have not done enough. New opportunities 
to hone our forgiveness skills will always 
come.


