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An Invitation to Listen to God 
 

“Passion” 

 
To prepare for the next Small Group meeting you are invited to engage in the following 
process before you meet each week:   

• Ask the Holy Spirit to open your mind and heart to hear God’s Word.  
• Choose a scripture passage, read it and sit quietly with the Word. 
• What moves you or attracts you in this reading?  

• Does anything cause resistance in you?  Do you know why?  
• Take a few minutes to respond in writing to the readings.   

 
Readings for the Sixth Sunday of Lent (Palm Sunday) 
April 14, 2019 
 

Procession with Palms: Luke 19: 28-40 
 

Reading 1:  Isaiah 50: 4-7 
 

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 22: 8-9, 17-20, 23-24 
 

Reading 2:  Philippians 2: 6-11 
 

Gospel:  Luke 22:14 – 23:56 
 

Questions  
► For personal reflection prior to meeting as a group (or for discussion): 
 
1. How does it make you feel to think that the King of Creation, the very Son of God, took on the form of a 

slave and allowed Himself to be put to death for the redemption of your sins, so that you might have the 
possibility of eternal life? What kind of response should we have to that action of Jesus?  

 
2. How does Jesus respond physically to His own anguish? How do the difficulties in our lives that sometimes 

do not seem to be answered by God make us stronger and give glory to Him? 
 

► For group discussion: 
  
3. In the story of Peter denying three times that he knows Jesus, what motivates Peter to say the things that 

he does? How is his denial of Jesus similar to Judas’ betrayal earlier in the evening? How is it different?  
 
4.  Luke is the only Gospel account to include the story of the penitent thief on the cross next to Jesus. The 

thief’s words are few but direct. What can we learn from his attitude and simple profession that can help 
lead us to the Kingdom of God and to one day be with Him in Paradise? 

 
5. If the Pharisees were here now (Are they? Could they be in our church?), how much joyful praise would 

they find to criticize at St. Michael Parish? How would you compare Jesus’ attitudes and actions with your 
own? Have you felt betrayed by your government, church, and friends? If so, how? How can you forgive? 

 
 
 

Questions courtesy of Holy Family Parish, Inverness IL 

and St. Michael Parish, Olympia, WA 
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LK 23: 1- 49 

The elders of the people, chief priests 
and scribes, 
arose and brought Jesus before 
Pilate. 
They brought charges against him, 
saying, 
"We found this man misleading our 
people;  
he opposes the payment of taxes to 
Caesar  
and maintains that he is the Christ, a 
king." 
Pilate asked him, "Are you the king of 
the Jews?" 
He said to him in reply, "You say so." 
Pilate then addressed the chief 
priests and the crowds,  
"I find this man not guilty." 
But they were adamant and said,  
"He is inciting the people with his 
teaching throughout all Judea, 
from Galilee where he began even to 
here." 
 
On hearing this Pilate asked if the 
man was a Galilean;  
and upon learning that he was under 
Herod's jurisdiction, 
he sent him to Herod who was in 
Jerusalem at that time. 
Herod was very glad to see Jesus;  
he had been wanting to see him for a 
long time, 
for he had heard about him  
and had been hoping to see him 
perform some sign. 
He questioned him at length, 
but he gave him no answer. 
The chief priests and scribes, 
meanwhile, 
stood by accusing him harshly. 
Herod and his soldiers treated him 
contemptuously and mocked him, 
and after clothing him in resplendent 
garb,  
he sent him back to Pilate. 
Herod and Pilate became friends that 
very day,  
even though they had been enemies 
formerly. 
Pilate then summoned the chief 
priests, the rulers, and the people  
and said to them, "You brought this 
man to me 
and accused him of inciting the 
people to revolt. 
I have conducted my investigation in 
your presence  
and have not found this man guilty  
of the charges you have brought 
against him,  
nor did Herod, for he sent him back 
to us. 
So no capital crime has been 
committed by him. 
Therefore I shall have him flogged 
and then release him." 
 
But all together they shouted out,  
"Away with this man! 
Release Barabbas to us." 
— Now Barabbas had been 
imprisoned for a rebellion  
that had taken place in the city and  

 
 
for murder. — 
Again Pilate addressed them, still 
wishing to release Jesus, 
but they continued their shouting, 
"Crucify him!  Crucify him!" 
Pilate addressed them a third time, 
"What evil has this man done? 
I found him guilty of no capital crime. 
Therefore I shall have him flogged 
and then release him." 
With loud shouts, however, 
they persisted in calling for his 
crucifixion, 
and their voices prevailed. 
The verdict of Pilate was that their 
demand should be granted. 
So he released the man who had been 
imprisoned 
for rebellion and murder, for whom 
they asked, 
and he handed Jesus over to them to 
deal with as they wished. 
 
As they led him away 
they took hold of a certain Simon, a 
Cyrenian,  
who was coming in from the country;  
and after laying the cross on him,  
they made him carry it behind Jesus. 
A large crowd of people followed 
Jesus,  
including many women who mourned 
and lamented him. 
Jesus turned to them and said,  
"Daughters of Jerusalem, do not 
weep for me; 
weep instead for yourselves and for 
your children  
for indeed, the days are coming when 
people will say,  
'Blessed are the barren, 
the wombs that never bore 
and the breasts that never nursed.' 
At that time people will say to the 
mountains, 
'Fall upon us!' 
and to the hills, 'Cover us!' 
for if these things are done when the 
wood is green  
what will happen when it is dry?" 
Now two others, both criminals, 
were led away with him to be 
executed. 
 
When they came to the place called 
the Skull,  
they crucified him and the criminals 
there,  
one on his right, the other on his left. 
Then Jesus said, 
"Father, forgive them, they know not 
what they do." 
They divided his garments by casting 
lots. 
The people stood by and watched;  
the rulers, meanwhile, sneered at 
him and said,  
"He saved others, let him save 
himself  
if he is the chosen one, the Christ of 
God." 
Even the soldiers jeered at him. 
As they approached to offer him wine 
they called out, 
"If you are King of the Jews, save  
 

 
 
yourself." 
Above him there was an inscription 
that read,  
"This is the King of the Jews." 
 
Now one of the criminals hanging 
there reviled Jesus, saying, 
"Are you not the Christ? 
Save yourself and us." 
The other, however, rebuking him, 
said in reply, 
"Have you no fear of God, 
for you are subject to the same 
condemnation? 
And indeed, we have been 
condemned justly, 
for the sentence we received 
corresponds to our crimes,  
but this man has done nothing 
criminal." 
Then he said, 
"Jesus, remember me when you come 
into your kingdom." 
He replied to him, 
"Amen, I say to you,  
today you will be with me in 
Paradise." 
 
It was now about noon and darkness 
came over the whole land 
until three in the afternoon 
because of an eclipse of the sun. 
Then the veil of the temple was torn 
down the middle. 
Jesus cried out in a loud voice, 
"Father, into your hands I commend 
my spirit";  
and when he had said this he 
breathed his last. 
 
Here all kneel and pause for a short 
time. 
 
The centurion who witnessed what 
had happened glorified God and said, 
"This man was innocent beyond 
doubt." 
When all the people who had 
gathered for this spectacle 
saw what had happened, 
they returned home beating their 
breasts; 
but all his acquaintances stood at a 
distance,  
including the women who had 
followed him from Galilee  
and saw these events. 
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