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NORMAL MASS TIMES: 
(Weekday Mass times often change – check schedule at right)

DOWNTOWN:  
1055 Boundary St. SE

Monday–Thursday: 12NooN

3rd Tuesday: 7pm (Spanish Mass)
Friday & Saturday: 9am

Saturday: 5pm

Sunday: 7:30am, 9:30am, 11:30am & 5pm

WESTSIDE CHAPEL:  
1835 Overhulse Rd. NW

1st and 3rd Thursday: 6:30am

Sunday: 8:30am & 10:30am 
2nd Sunday: 1:30pm (Vietnamese)

RECONCILIATION TIMES (DOWNTOWN): 
Thursday: 11am | Saturday: 9:45am & 3pm

PASTOR: 
Fr. Jim Lee

PAROCHIAL VICAR: 
Fr. Lou Cunningham

DEACONS: 
Rob Rensel 
John Bergford

MISSION
Our mission is to place God first in all things, to proclaim the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ, and to grow in holiness through prayer, 
sacraments, and service.

1208 11th Ave. SE, Olympia 98501 
(360) 754-4667 
www.saintmichaelparish.org

OFFICE HOURS 
Monday–Thursday: 9am–5pm 
Friday & Sunday: 9am–1pm (Closed Saturdays)

CALVARY CEMETERY (360) 292-7138 
3850 Cleveland Ave., Tumwater 98501

ST. MICHAEL SCHOOL (360) 754-5131 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY (360) 352-7554 
Wednesday & Friday:  1–3pm 

CLOTHING BANK  
Tuesday & Saturday: 9am–12NooN  
(Donation station open 9am–4pm daily)

PREGNANCY AID  (360) 956-7413  
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri:  2–4pm, Wed 9am–12Noon

SAINT MICHAEL PARISH

10.14 MONDAY

12NooN Teresa Zinnikas U St. Joseph Chapel

10.15 TUESDAY

12NooN Word & Communion St. Joseph Chapel

10.16 WEDNESDAY

12NooN Ed, Bev & Kathy Hulbert U St. Joseph Chapel

10.17 THURSDAY (11am Reconciliation)

6:30am Rita Arceneaux U Westside Chapel

12NooN Patricia Cohn U St. Joseph Chapel

10.18 FRIDAY

9am Andrew Buthorn U St. Joseph Chapel

10:30am Mass at Olympic West

10.19 SATURDAY (3pm Reconciliation; 9:45am canceled)

9am Word & Communion St. Joseph Chapel

5pm Maria Sandvig U Downtown Church

10.20 SUNDAY

7:30am Louise S. LaRiviera U Downtown Church

8:30am Andy Blomberg Westside Chapel

9:30am Perera Family Downtown Church

10:30am Kathy Pool U Westside Chapel

11:30am Andy & Jean Lechner U Downtown Church

5pm People of Saint Michael Parish Downtown Church

mass schedule & intentions

Cover image: William A. Foster, The Bible Panorama (catalog), 1891

follow us on Instagram @smp.olympiafollow us on facebook @saintmichael parish

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER CENACLE: Please join us every Wednes-
day at 11am in the St. Joseph Chapel to pray the Fatima Rosary for 
the intentions of the Holy Father and for all of our priests.

ALL SAINTS DAY: Friday, November 1 is a holy day of obligation. 
Please join us at one of the Masses downtown at 9am, 12NooN or 
5:30pm.
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pastor’s notebook

MANY THANKS

As I sit here on this beautiful 
yet cold October 1 writing this 
column, knowing that this will 

be really old news, nonetheless I want to 
thank everyone who in any way whatsoev-
er was involved in the Tacoma ALS walk 
on a cold and rainy September 28 and also 
our Faithraising Campaign picnic on a cold 
and windy September 29.

Team Saint Michael the Archangel was 
well represented at the walk. We were far 
and away the largest group and raised the 
most money as a team. Thank you for your 
generosity and your presence. Deacon 
Thomas came up from Mount Angel Sem-
inary to walk with us as well. It was great 
to see him. When we have the final figures, 
we will let you know.

For our Faithraising Campaign picnic we 
hoped it would be sunny and warm. That 
was not the case. It was snowing in the 
mountain passes the same day. At least it 
was dry. The food was delicious and plen-
tiful and the music was mellow and gave 
a special warmth to the gathering. I thank 
our Faithraising Campaign follow-up team 
for the hard work in organizing the picnic. 
I’m grateful to all of you who have been 
faithful in fulfilling your Faithraising Cam-
paign pledges. We are moving into the final 
months and I pray that we will continue to 
be as generous as possible. If you wish to 
make a contribution at any time, please use 
the pink envelopes in the pew pockets.

I ask that you please spend some time 
reading our 2018 – 2019 Year in Review. 
It is both a look back at what we have 
accomplished this last year in fulfillment 
of our strategic initiatives and ministries 
as well as a recap of construction costs for 
our renovations. It also includes the new 
initiatives from the Pastoral Council that 
will help guide our work for the next 2 to 
3 years. I’m so very grateful for all the hard 
work that so many of you participate in 
week after week to make Saint Michael 
Parish so vibrant and alive.

REBOOT – OCTOBER 23
I can’t encourage you enough to participate 
in this wonderful mini retreat on Wednes-
day evening, October 23. This will be the 
first time Chris Stefanic will be in Wash-
ington State to lead us in this mini retreat. 

A special way of presenting the Gospel 
message will refresh your soul. Please join 
us for this extraordinary event.

THOUGHTS…
I was asked to be the speaker at the Taco-
ma ALS walk September 28. I would like to 
share a portion of my remarks.

“Good morning everyone. It is an honor 
and a blessing for me to be in your midst 
this morning. For over a decade now 
whenever people ask me, “Hey Fr. Jim, how 
are you?” I always respond, “I am blessed.” 
This is exactly how I feel this morning. I 
am blessed being here with you.

“I want to begin by thanking you all for 
being here on this rather cold Saturday 
morning. On behalf of all of us with ALS 
and any other type of MND - muscular 
neuron disease - I especially want to thank 
all the caregivers – spouses, family mem-
bers, friends, support teams, the Evergreen 
ALS Chapter and all those who walk with 
us on this journey and support us in any 
way. 

“Thank you so much for your love, your 
caring, your dedication and your willing-

ness to be with us. Words seem inadequate 
to express our gratitude. Without you, this 
journey would be almost unbearable. 

“I thank all those who have supported us 
with their donations and their presence 
today as well as all those who wanted to be 
here but were unable to do so. We all are 
very grateful.

“I thank all of the doctors, healthcare pro-
fessionals and all those at the various ALS 
clinics that care for us. Our lives would be 
so much more difficult without you.

“I thank the Evergreen Chapter of the ALS 
Association for its hard work, support, help 
and caring. You folks are the best! 

“I thank all of you who have loved ones, 
friends or family who have had ALS and 
who have died and who are with us this 
morning, continuing to support us. We 
appreciate your continued care, encour-
agement and presence. Thank you for not 
giving up on the search for a cure.

“I want to give a special shout-out to Team 
Bittrick. Tim was a parishioner of Saint 
Michael Parish who was diagnosed with 
ALS in December, 2017 and who died on 
March 28, 2019. Some of his family mem-
bers are here today.

"A little of my story.

"Faith and belief in a personal loving God 
has always been part and parcel of my life. 
I’ve been a Roman Catholic priest for 43 
years. I was a missionary in Tanzania, East 
Africa for 10 years. I’ve had the privilege of 
serving in the Archdiocese of Seattle since 
1986 and pastor of Saint Michael Parish 
since July, 1997. I can’t begin to tell you how 
blessed I have been during all those years. 

“Maybe a visual of some of those blessings 
would help. Will all those from Saint Mi-
chael and my other friends who are here 

Fr. Jim Lee
Pastor

follow us on Instagram @smp.olympia

I do not know what the future holds.  
But I do know who holds my future.“

“
(Over)
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SMP YOUNG ADULTS
Need a spiritual boost? Join other young adults from SMP as we gather 
together to attend REBOOT, featuring internationally acclaimed speaker 
Chris Stefanick! REBOOT is a mini-retreat experience focused on the 
Gospel message as it applies to our everyday life. 

Tickets are $25 at saintmichaelparish.org. Paper tickets can be purchased 
at the Saint Michael Parish office. Please make checks payable to Real Life 
Catholic. 

Contact Caiti Schmitz at cschmitz@saintmichaelparish.org with any 
questions or to discuss special scholarship pricing for tickets.

MONTHLY MASS & MEAL - Sit with young adults at the 5pm Life Teen 
Mass (left side of the altar, towards the front) on Sunday, October 27 and 
join us after Mass for dinner at Pizzaria La Gitana where we will spend time 
getting to know each other.

HOLY OLY RETURNS
Holy Oly Small Group at the Senior Center in downtown Olympia (222 
Columbia St NW) is starting again! The group will meet every Thursday 
starting October 17  from 10–11:30am, and is open to anyone, Catholic or 
not! During our first three gatherings we will view the Alpha: Life Shared 
videos, followed by discussion. Please note that you will need to check the 
room number each time, as we are not always in the same room. Come—
and invite friends!
Interested? Questions? 
CONTACT: 
Michaela Moreau at (360) 292-7104 or 
smp.smallgroups@gmail.com

(Pastor's Notes, cont.)

with me, would you please raise your hands and 
give a shout of praise to God? Thank you. I love you!

“I was diagnosed with ALS in November, 2017. I 
suspect that most of us who have received this diag-
nosis remember that moment vividly, maybe with 
shock or bewilderment or denial. I sure do. It was a 
very rainy and stormy Monday night. It matched my 
feelings exactly.

“I’ve always liked baseball and, growing up on the 
south side of Chicago, I was a White Sox fan. I knew 
about Lou Gehrig but did not know much about 
ALS. I was to learn more than I wanted to know.

“In the beginning, I thought I would be one of those 
statistics. You know, 50% of ALS patients die within 
the first three years and another 25% within the first 
five years. That does not seem to be the case for 
me. Though my arms grow weaker and I cannot lift 
them and I have difficulty doing many things, I’ve 
come to call my particular ailment ‘Slo-Mo ALS.’

“I remember one of the first things Dr. Elliott at 
Swedish Hospital said to me about ALS, “It’s a de-
signer disease. It affects everyone differently.” I have 
come to realize this truth especially in our Olympia 
ALS support group which meets the first Tuesday 
of every month. It grieves my heart as I watch their 
symptoms progress quickly and sometimes wonder, 
‘Why them and not me?’ And I realize that is not a 
particularly healthy way to think or ponder.

“Therefore, I focus not on my ALS and what I can’t 
do, but rather on what I can do. I try not to allow my 
ALS to define who I am. I’ve come to realize that my 
ALS is not my enemy, but rather my companion and 
that I have much to learn and have learned already. 
I pray that my ALS will continue to teach me how to 
be more understanding, more compassionate, more 
caring and more loving.

“I do not feel angry or bitter or depressed or defeat-
ed. Those times may come. If and when they do, I 
pray that I can rely on my faith and my trust in God 
who deeply loves you and me and entrust my care 
into the loving arms of Jesus.

“I also pray that when those times come, that I will 
be humble enough to ask for help from my ALS 
support group and my parishioners who have so 
often said to me, ‘Fr. Jim, how can I help?’ For now 
their greatest help is their prayer. I imagine that 
in the future their prayer will also take the form of 
nursing care for me.

“I do not know what the future holds. But I do know 
who holds my future. Therefore, I am very grateful. 
I am blessed with this opportunity to speak to you 
this morning. May God bless you all. Thank you.”

In Christ Jesus, through the intercession of Blessed 
Pier Giorgio, I love you.

NEW FACILITATOR REGISTRATION CONTINUES
BECOME A SMALL GROUP FACILITATOR
This Advent, the Scriptures will reveal how Jesus enlightened his small 
group, and he can enlighten yours, too! Small Groups will gather for six 
weeks to share God sightings, reflect on the Sunday Scripture with Lectio 
Divina and share fellowship, laughs and prayer. 

Being a facilitator is as as simple as HOST! 
H - Have a heart for your faith community. 
O - Open your home for six weeks with a caring, warm atmosphere. 
S - Serve your group by facilitating. Format, materials and training 
provided. 
T - Tell a few friends, pew mates, or a new parishioner about your group. 

Choose the day, time and location and invite them to join. Or we can plug 
members into your group. To register as a facilitator, just click the button 
on our homepage!

DATES FOR ADVENT SESSION: 
October 16: Facilitator commitment date 
October 19: Member sign-ups open
November 6: Facilitator training 
November 9: Small Groups Member Retreat
November 11: Session begins
December 22: Session ends 
We are planning a one-day retreat for all small group members before 
Advent Small Groups start: Saturday, November 9 at the Westside Chapel

CONTACT 
Michaela Moreau at (360) 292-7104 or smp.smallgroups@gmail.com

New Facilitators: Contact Michaela by October 16!
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FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY
The current FPU class is strong with 25 attendees. 

We have covered: the initial $1,000 emergency fund; budgeting; 
eliminating debt using the Debt Snowball; building to fully fund 
your emergency fund with 3-6 months of living expenses, and 
Baby steps 4, 5, 6, & 7. So much information, great discussion and 
ideas to assist in your goal to be at financial peace. 

FPU ALUMNI GATHERING on October 26, 2019 from 10am-
NooN in the Parish Center Multipurpose Room.

Sign up now for SPRING 2020:
April 16 thru June 11 | Thursdays, 7–9pm 
(Free childcare available) 
https://fpu.com/1092061

Scholarships available to parishioners—contact fpu@stmichael-
parish.org

Attendees can be from the parish or the wider community. Invite 
family or friends who want to become debt free. 

FPU ALUMS
Have you signed up on SMP Connect yet?  Add Financial Peace 
University Group to your profile at https://smpconnect.ccb-
church.com/. 

CATECHESIS OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD BEGINS
We are blessed to be listening to God with children in our new 
Atrium space on the first floor of the Parish Center!
Starting on September 22, we  launched 11 sessions with 110 
children ages 3–12 in a Montessori-based faith formation experi-
ence called Catechesis of the Good Shepherd.  We also invited 
families with Atrium children ages 6–12 to a family celebration 
that involved a meal, a parent education experience, calligraphy, 
and prayer card making.  The evening ended with Father Lou 
blessing our new space.  

Would you like to get your children involved?  We still have open-
ings in the Thursday morning 9:30–11:30am sessions for 3–6 and 
6–9 year olds.  

CONTACT 
Mary Trotter at mtrotter@saintmichaelparish.org

LIFE TEEN INFO
Registration is now open for our annual South Sound Dean-
ery Retreat held at Black Lake Bible Camp in Olympia on 
November 15–17. Please pick up your registration at the parish 
office—register by October 22.

Congratulation to the winners of the Faithful Feud. Enjoy your 
free tickets to Reboot with Chris Stefanick!

LIFE NIGHT TONIGHT: ANTICIPATE
God reveals to us that He is good, but He also reveals that He 
wants to give us a full and abundant life (John 10:10). We are 
called to be participants in God’s life and to be open to all the 
wonderful ways that He provides for us. Partaking in this life 
of expectant faith is rooted in our prayer lives. Prayer is our 
relationship with God. Through prayer, we can expect God to 
work miracles. While it may be a simple miracle or one that is 
bigger and unexplainable, through prayer we come to realize 
that God is present with us, that He is always journeying with 
us. God loves us, provides for us, is always with us, and is 
constantly working in our lives. When we continually open 
ourselves up to this reality, unexpected things can happen.

Conversation Starters: Has anything unexpected ever hap-
pened to us while traveling? How did we deal with it? Was it a 
positive or negative experience? 2. Do you believe that God is 
present in your life? Why or why not? 3. What is your expecta-
tion of God? Where do you feel God’s presence in your life?

EDGE INFO
Congratulations to all the teams that participated in the 
EDGE Catholic Olympics, especially those teams that won 
Gold, Silver, and Bronze Medals. Registration is now open for 
our EDGE Retreat, November 16-17. Registration packets can 
be picked up at the parish office—register by October 30. 

EDGE NIGHT WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 16:  
PROOF IN THE PAINT
Content Overview: Science and faith are not opposed, in fact 
significant scientific findings support the theory that our 
universe has a finite beginning. Everything that exists has a 
beginning and something that caused it to exist; using this 
argument we can logically conclude that there must be some-
thing, or someone, who caused the universe to exist — God. 
Through faith we can come to conclusions not only about 
how the universe began, but why the universe exists. 

Conversation Starters: What was your favorite part of the 
Edge Night? What beginning in your life are you excited 
about? What beginning are you nervous about? Do you find it 
reasonable that God is the one who created the universe and, 
thus, conclude that He exists? Why or why not?

October 23: No EDGE (Reboot event) | October 30: Holy-Ween

October 20: Liberate | October 27: Demonstrate  
November 3: Participate

faith
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NAMI TRAINING
SMP is hosting a training session from the National 
Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI) training on Saturday, 
October 26, 10am to 12pm in the  Gathering Space. 

The training is FREE, open to everyone and specifically 
offered for those volunteering in the wider community, par-
ticularly parishioners helping with the homeless shelter. 
The training will consist of a 90-minute presentation with 
time for Q & A. Since a resource packet will be distributed 
to each participant, please RSVP to Sydney or Annalise at 
amoreau@saintmichaelparish.org or (360) 292-7143. 
OCT.  7–13: MENTAL ILLNESS AWARENESS WEEK
Studies show that about 1 in 5 Americans have a mental 
health condition. About 1 in 17 Americans with a mental 
health condition have a serious illness, such as “major 
depression, schizophrenia, bipolar disorder, obsessive 
compulsive disorder, panic disorder, post-traumatic stress 
disorder, or borderline personality disorder.”  

For persons seeking recovery from serious mental illness, 
the recovery process is long and hard and often depends on 
the support of family, friends, and community. Supportive 
and accepting communities of faith can make a world of 
difference in the healing process. Unfortunately, there is a 
powerful stigma attached to mental illness. Many persons 
with mental illness are afraid to reach out for support from 
their parish, not knowing if they will be accepted if they do.

CARRYING A HEAVY HEART?
FAITH BASED SUPPORT GROUPS
Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton Grief Support Group
Are you, or someone you know, grieving? If you are 
carrying a heavy heart because of the loss a loved one, a 
divorce or any other unsettling situation, please join us. 
We gather to learn about the grief process, to support 
one another, and to share our thoughts and feelings, 
sustained by our faith and enlightened by Christ. 
Meetings are closed to other participants after the second 
gathering.

Cycles of eight consecutive meetings are offered on Satur-
days through the year. The next cycle starts November 23.

St. Peregrine Cancer Support Group
If you, a family member or someone you know has been 
diagnosed with cancer, come and be with us to pray and 
support each other. 

Cycles of six consecutive weekly meetings for those 
diagnosed with cancer and their loved ones are held on  
Saturdays, 1 – 2:30pm. The next cycle starts October 19.

St. Catherine of Siena Miscarriage and loss of infant  
One-to-one support for those who have suffered the loss 
of a baby through miscarriage, still birth or neonatal 
death.

All meetings are FREE and open to anyone, Catholics, 
members of other faith denomination or unaffiliated 
with any religious group.
CONTACT
Bene Reece at (360) 292-7143 or 
breece@saintmichaelparish.org  

MEN GRIEVE TOO! 
PERMITTING YOURSELF TO HONESTLY EXPERIENCE GRIEF IS AN 
IMPORTANT STEP TOWARDS HEALING, BOTH FOR MEN OR WOMEN.

IMMIGRATION LEGAL CLINIC 
Brought to you by JustFaith
Saint Michael Parish will hold a free immigration legal 
clinic on Wednesday, November 6 from 5:30–8:30pm.  To be 
scheduled for an appointment time with an attorney during 
the clinic, please call or text Janelle Martinez at (360) 789-
0351.

CLÍNICA LEGAL DE INMIGRACIÓN
La parroquia de San Miguel llevará a cabo una clínica legal 
de inmigración gratuita el 6 de noviembre de 5:30 p.m. a 
8:30 p.m. Para programar una cita con un abogado durante 
la clínica, por favor llame o envíe un mensaje de texto a 
Janelle Martinez at (360) 789-0351.

SOCIAL
issues
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RACHEL'S CORNER
Hope and Healing After Abortion

“I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit 
I will put within you. I will remove the heart 
of stone from your flesh and give you a heart 
of flesh” - Ezekiel 36:26

Do you feel like your heart turned to 
stone the day you made your abortion 
decision, or have come to feel that way 
over time? God can change that for you. 
Join us on a Rachel’s Vineyard™ Retreat 
and see what it feels like to receive His 
merciful love flooding your new heart of 
flesh. Will you accept His invitation? 

Now registering for Fall Retreats! 
October 25-27, Español
November 8-10, English
 
Call for a compassionate, confidential 
conversation.
English: (206) 920-6413
Español: (206)-450-7814  
Email projectrachel@ccsww.org. Visit 
ccsww.org/projectrachel or acebook.com/
projectrachelww. Project Rachel is a pro-
gram of Catholic Community Services.

You are loved with an everlasting Love!

THE HUNGRY NEED YOUR 
SUPPORT
Send your letters to Congress!
Join us for a letter-signing effort 
on October 19/20. All ages are welcome to 
read, consider, comment, and sign letters. 
(Save time by bringing 3 return address 
labels for your letters—two U.S. Senators 
and one U.S. Representative!) 

Bread for the World (BFW) is a collective 
Christian voice urging our nation’s 
decision makers to end hunger at home 
and abroad and invites churches and 
other groups to write letters to their 
members of Congress on issues that 
are important to hungry and poor 
people. More info at www.bread.org/
help/.

Failitated by Beyond JustFaith ministry.

MEN’S SHELTER SEASON 
APPROACHING
Will you help?
Do you have a heart to serve the 
homeless and are interested in being 
part of this ministry? Whether you wish 
to serve once a month, fill in, or more, 
your help and presence will allow us to 
feed and shelter 12 homeless men from 
November to the end of March. Our 
guests are screened daily prior to being 
picked up and spend the night at SMP 
in the Gathering Space from Monday to 
Thursday night. They spend the rest of 
the weekend nights at Sacred Heart. 

We cannot do this without YOUR help. 
We are looking for:

HOST I & II –Overnight volunteers
LEAD HOST – Setting up the meals and 
being present the first part of the night
DINNER COOKS – To cook and prep 
the meal for our guests (12 men plus two 
hosts)
LAUNDRY ANGELS – To pick up and 
drop off laundry such as bed sheets, 
pillow cases, and blankets (teams of 2)

If you are interested in being part of 
this ministry please email Bene Reece 
at breece@saintmichaelparish.org with 
your availability to be added to the 
schedule or call (360) 292-7143.

JOB OPENING
Steward for Community Outreach 
Saint Michael Parish has an opening for 
a position with benefits (30 hrs.) respon-
sible for coordinating volunteers for the 
Men’s Shelter from November to April, 
supervising ministries and collaborating 
with other local organizations to assist 
the homeless and those in need in our 
community. 

If interested, please see our website for 
the job description and an application. 
Submit the application along with your 
resume to Chris Peterson at cpeterson@
saintmichaelparish.org.

Featuring keynote addresses by 
Archbishop Paul Etienne, Bishop 
Frank Caggiano, Sr. Norma Pimentel, 
and Sr. Miriam James Heidland. More 
information and registration at https://
wacatholics.org/cornerstone.

RESPECT LIFE MONTH
Each October the Church in the United 
States celebrates Respect Life Month. 
The 2019 theme is Christ Our Hope: In 
Every Season of Life. As Catholics, we are 
called to cherish, defend, and protect 
those who are most vulnerable, from the 
beginning of life to its end, and at every 
point in between. During the month of 
October, the Church asks us to reflect 
more deeply on the dignity of every 
human life.
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NEWCOMER ORIENTATION is held immediately after the 9:30am Mass next Sunday, October 20. Meet your hosts by the 
baptismal font right after Mass for a tour of the facilities, a meet & greet with the pastor, and some coffee and donuts! If you are 
new to Saint Michael Parish or have questions about membership (or anything else), please join us. We can't wait to meet you!

Download our app! Text smpgive app to 77977 | Text smpgive to 77977 for simple online giving!

DOWNTOWN FALL CLEAN-UP
Saturday, October 19, 9am–1pm

Volunteers are needed for our annual 
grounds and garden clean up and beautifi-
cation project. Bring your thick gloves, rakes 
and shovels, gas weed-eaters, loppers, shears 
and hand pruners, etc.
We also need pickup trucks and trailers to 
take compostable materials to the Westside 
Chapel.
CONTACT
Nancy Goerig at (360) 259-1416 or ncjg726@
hotmail.com. Or contact Marty Whitaker at 
(360) 292-3172.
If unable to attend, please call to set up a 
time that works for you.

¡VENGAN A ACOMAPAÑARNOS!
¡La Misa en español es el martes, día 15 
de octubre!  Estaremos en la Capilla a las 
7pm y una recepción va a seguir en el salón 
de bienvenida de la iglesia. ¡Todos están 
cordialmente invitados! Favor avísenos si 
desea ser Lector, Músico o ayudante para 
las misas mensuales.  Podemos ofrecerle 
entrenamiento.
CONTACT
Liz Lyons a (360) 292-7119
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You often hear the two phrases, “you are created in the image 
of God,” and “you were created to love and to be loved,” as 
reminders of our uniqueness in creation and purpose in 

life. It is this combination of embracing who we are and having 
the resolve to be Christ to others that build the Kingdom of God 
as a joyful action. In this effort, God entrusts us with many bless-
ings: blessings of opportunities to spend time in prayer that allow 
us to build our relationship with him; blessings of abilities and 
skills to be that encounter of Jesus to others; and blessings to earn 
financial resources through our labor to support our families and 
the work of the universal Church. As we steward these blessings, 
God simply asks us to return to him a portion of these blessings. 

You Belong Here is another phrase you will hear over the next 
four weeks. This phrase builds upon who we are created to be 
and our purpose for living. It speaks to the truth of our call to be 
in communion with Christ and with one another. We will take 
a journey together as a parish family, focusing on four themes 
that will encourage and guide self-reflection on how we steward 
God’s blessings. The themes are Belong, Identity, Gratitude and 
Sacrificial Love. Everyone will be given an engagement card after 
each Mass to capture the week’s theme. On the front of each card, 
you’ll find the definition for the week’s theme, the Gospel for that 
Sunday and reflection questions. We encourage you to visit our St. 

Joseph Chapel and pray over the questions as you answer them. 
On the back of each card you’ll find the You Belong Here prayer. 
Pray with this in small group, with your family and friends, or even 
offer it as you start your day. 

This week we focus on Belong. It sets the foundation for the 
next four weeks; this notion that we are not meant to be isolated, 
but with others—sharing our lives, our happiness, struggles and 
triumphs in a meaningful way. As we mentioned in last week's 
bulletin, we are doing a Saint Michael Parish census as a way to say, 
"You do belong here and we care that your information is correct 
and accurate." We ask that a blank census card be completed by 
each family in our parish. You can turn it in to the parish office or 
place it in the offertory basket. 

Be on the lookout for social media posts on our Instagram and 
Facebook pages. Our Stewardship Minute videos will feature Fr. 
Jim breaking open a piece of what the weekly themes mean to 
him. You can watch them every Friday over the next four weeks. 

As Christian stewards, may the next four weeks help us deepen 
our understanding of all the blessings with which we’ve been 
entrusted. As beloved sisters and brothers in Christ, let us journey 
with one another, listening to the Holy Spirit lovingly whisper to 
us each week, "Welcome home. You belong here."

You here.
Photo by Chang Duong on Unsplash

Dear Saint Michael Parishioners,

The 2019–20 school year is off to a great start here at St. Michael Parish 
School! Our 243 Pre-K–8th grade students are working hard, having fun, 
and living their faith each day through our outstanding curriculum and 
activities. We look forward to a tremendous year of growth for all of our 
students. Please hold us in your prayers as we journey through the school 
year together.   

I have some very exciting news to share with you regarding the S.M.A.R.T. 
events for this school year and beyond. Last spring, I started analyzing the 
timing of our gala to see if it was the best time of year for this major stew-
ardship event. I was concerned about the May timing of the gala due to 
its proximity to other major stewardship events such as Pope John Paul II 
High School’s Truth and Light Gala, the Annual Catholic Appeal, and other 
annual auctions in our area. As I was discerning the possibility of switching 
the gala to the fall, I realized that we also faced the challenge of not having 
a chair for the upcoming S.M.A.R.T. Family Night which had been calen-
dared for this month. I convened an ad-hoc team to help me discern how to 
proceed with the S.M.A.R.T. scheduling while also factoring in an additional 
goal of including more parishioners in family night.  

So, with all of this in mind and after much discernment and planning, we 
will be transitioning this year to a S.M.A.R.T.(er) model that flips the time of 
year of our gala and family night.  Under the leadership of our chairs, Joanne 
and Philip Kerrigan, and co-chairs, Sandra and Brent Quebedeaux, we will 
be holding our family night on May 9, 2020, and our next gala will be held 
in October of 2020. You are all invited to both events! We will have a very 
fun carnival theme for family night in May, which will feature game booths 
designed by each class and some of our parish faith formation ministries. 
We held an online auction last week for those beloved school packages 
that are redeemed throughout the school year by our families, with pro-
ceeds contributing to our capital improvements fund and our endowment 
for tuition assistance. Please consider donating directly to our endowment 
for tuition assistance at SMART2019.ggo.bid to help us provide access to 
Catholic education for more families. Through your generous contributions 
to our endowment we are able to transform lives by opening the doors of 
Catholic education to more and more families.  

Blessings,

Connor Geraghty 
Principal
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Joshua Roberts 
David Rees 
Mary Mandevill 
Ed Stevens 
Mary Claudia Kress 
Melissa
Joy 
Ann Shaw 
Roy Proctor 
Trish Gosciewski 
Maria 
Antoinette
Kardel 
Jan Putnam 
Dawn Rathbun 
Jacob Berschauer
Bob Kelly 
Joey Lynn Benck 
Adam Schramm 
Shirley Dwyer 
Lynn Walker 
Mark Curtis 
Hilary Borngesser 
Pat O'Neill 
Anne Barroll 
Cath T. 
Antoinette 
Robert Wheeler   ,
Brandy 
Dyson Family 
Michael Heelan 
Laurie Isaksen 
Elizabeth H. 
Tanya Weber 
Christine Fernandes 
Gregory Patnude 
Bill Wiskirken
Leone Family 
St. Peregrine Group 
Kathy Nikula 
Michael 
Ann Greene
Sharee Ruse
Russell Hendrick
Terri McCarthy 
Julie Hairston 
V. L. Patrick Family 
Rosanne Burns
George Michael 

June Hendrick
Sylvia Boyn 
Felix Noel 
Joan Bykonen
Leslie Anne Bykonen 
Kendall 
Ivan Rogers 
Michel Pinier 
Irene Baker 
Remigius Tauor 
Mack Wysocki
Donald V. 
Annie Baldwin 
Gerald Nault 
Dominica McCoy
Madelyn Palzer 
Samantha Allen 
Molly Rector 
Tami Grant 
Tom Hinchcliffe 
Chris Louis Petrillo 
Rebecca & Dennis Robison 
Aaron Ketola 
Charlotte White
Miranda Sharp
Hunter
James Sharp
Hene Sharp
Nino Sharp 
John Byrne (JB) and family 
David LaFond 
Francisco Huidor-Figueroa 
Pam, Emily & Ben 
Lally Joseph 
Raoul 
Louie Marchegini 
Michael & Family 
Lance Burns 
Michael Mauss 
Jeff Jaggars 
Shayne Kinner
David Kinner 
Miguel Morales 
Sharon & Lloyd Posnikoff 
Cathy Steffen 
Mason Helt 
Pat Daly 
Crystal Rojo

To submit prayer requests, call the parish office or submit 
your request via our website. If you or someone you know is 
homebound and wishes to receive Holy Communion, please 
call Benedetta Reece at (360) 292-7143 or Dcn. Terry  
Barber at Sacred Heart Parish at (360) 491-0890.

please pray for

REGISTRATION OPEN!
Saint Michael Parish's Youth Choir returns this Fall with two 
ensembles:
Ages 3-7 (Just 3 Rehearsals, Open to All)
Focus is on learning the melodies of hymns, and singing to-
gether in a choir. No reading or music experience necessary; 
just come and have fun! 
Rehearsal:
Saturdays, December 7 & 14 (9am–10am); December 21 
(9–9:30am)
Performance:
Tuesday, December 24 Christmas Eve Mass (5pm downtown; 
Call 4:45pm)

Ages 8-14 (Begins with weekly individual voice lessons, then 
rehearsals)
Only 12 spots available. Focus is on learning to sing in Latin, 
developing choral harmony, and preparing music for Christ-
mas. No prior experience is necessary, but singers must 
commit to weekly lessons and rehearsals.)
Individual lessons 
Tuesday afternoons, November 5, 12, 19 & December 3 
Rehearsal:
Tuesdays, December 10 & 17 (5–6pm)
Performance:
Tuesday December 24  Christmas Eve Mass (8pm downtown; 
Call 7:30pm)

To register, contact Andrew Goldstein, Steward for Music 
Ministry, at agoldstein@saintmichaelparish.org or 
(360) 292-7140.

Christmas 
Y O U T H 
C H O I R S

Pastoral Year 2019-2020
Donations Received as of  

September 29, 2019

Sunday Stewardship $22,350

Online Giving $23,349

Sunday Loose Donations $1 , 9 2 1

Holy Days $210

Youth (Little House) $ 7 4
Total Offertory $47,904

Total Year-to-Date $718,694

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE


