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NORMAL MASS TIMES: 
(Weekday Mass times often change–check schedule at right)
DOWNTOWN:  
1055 Boundary St. SE

Monday–Thursday: 12NooN

Friday & Saturday: 9am

Saturday: 5pm

Sunday: 7:30am, 9:30am, 11:30am & 5pm

WESTSIDE CHAPEL:  
1835 Overhulse Rd. NW

1st and 3rd Thursday: 6:30am

Sunday: 8:30am & 10:30am 
2nd Sunday: 1:30pm (Vietnamese)
RECONCILIATION TIMES (DOWNTOWN): 
Thursday: 11am | Saturday: 9:45am & 3pm

PASTOR: 
Fr. Jim Lee
PAROCHIAL VICAR: 
Fr. Lou Cunningham
DEACONS: 
Rob Rensel 
John Bergford

MISSION
Our mission is to place God first in all things, to proclaim the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ, and to grow in holiness through prayer, 
sacraments, and service.

1208 11th Ave. SE, Olympia 98501 
(360) 754-4667 
www.saintmichaelparish.org

OFFICE HOURS 
Monday–Thursday: 9am–5pm 
Friday & Sunday: 9am–1pm (Closed Saturdays)

CALVARY CEMETERY (360) 292-7138 
3850 Cleveland Ave., Tumwater 98501

ST. MICHAEL SCHOOL (360) 754-5131 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY (360) 352-7554 
Wednesday & Friday:  1–3pm 
CLOTHING BANK  
Tuesday & Saturday: 9am–12NooN  
(Donation station open 9am–4pm daily)
PREGNANCY AID  (360) 956-7413  
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri:  2–4pm, Wed 9am–12Noon

SAINT MICHAEL PARISH

12.23 MONDAY
12NooN Ed Alverson U St. Joseph Chapel

12.24 TUESDAY
5pm Jim O’Sullivan U Westside Chapel

5pm
Stacia Adderly & Larry 
LaFond U Downtown Church

7:30pm Pete Holmberg Westside Chapel

8pm Alice & William DeSimone U St. Joseph Chapel

10:30pm
People of the Vietnamese 
Community Westside Chapel

12.25 WEDNESDAY
12am People of Saint Michael Parish Downtown Church

9:30am Andy and Jean Lechner U Downtown Church

11:30am Nida Martin & Family Downtown Church

12.26 THURSDAY
9am Virginia Anderson U St. Joseph Chapel

12.27 FRIDAY
9am Pete Holmberg St. Joseph Chapel

12.28 SATURDAY (9:45am & 3pm Reconciliation)

9am Denise Monohan U St. Joseph Chapel

5pm Gerda Fahrenschon U Downtown Church

12.29 SUNDAY

7:30am
Catherine & Raymond 
Kelley U Downtown Church

8:30am Pete Holmberg Westside Chapel

9:30am Margaret Nevue U Downtown Church

10:30am Anne Marie U & Pat Dube Westside Chapel

11:30am Ty Thi Nguyen U Downtown Church

5pm People of Saint Michael Parish Downtown Church

mass schedule & intentions

Cover: Gaetano Gandolfi, Joseph's Dream, 1790

follow us on Instagram @smp.olympiafollow us on facebook @saintmichael parish

NEW YEAR SOLEMNITY
January 1 is the solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God and a holy day 
of obligation. 
MASS TIMES: Tuesday, Dec. 31 at 5:30pm | Wednesday, Jan. 1 at 10am
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pastor’s notebook

ST. JOSEPH: IN PRAISE OF FATHERS
This year in the lectionary cycle for Sun-
day, we read from the Gospel of Matthew. 
The story of the Nativity, unlike St. Luke’s 
account is told through the person of St. 
Joseph.

“This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came 
about. When his mother Mary was be-
trothed to Joseph, but before they lived 
together, she was found with child through 
the Holy Spirit. Joseph her husband, since 
he was a righteous man, yet unwilling to 
expose her to shame, decided to divorce her 
quietly. Such was his intention when, behold, 
the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 
dream and said, ‘Joseph, son of David, do not 
be afraid to take Mary your wife into your 
home. For it is through the Holy Spirit that 
this child has been conceived in her…’ When 
Joseph awoke, he did as the angel of the Lord 
had commanded him…”
Do you know that the chapel where we 
have perpetual adoration and daily Mass is 
the St. Joseph Chapel? The statue of St. Jo-
seph hangs on the east wall, the right-hand 
side as you enter. St. Joseph watches over 
and intercedes for everyone who comes to 
pray. Just as St. Joseph watched over and 
protected Mary and the child Jesus, so too 
does St. Joseph watch over us.

I have a very special place in my heart for 
this Gospel. It was Advent, 2004 that the 
Lord put on my heart that I should start a 
men’s group that would meet weekly for 
prayer, fraternity, learning and discussion 
around issues that affect Catholic men 
today. It was my plan that this would last 
for a year. Obviously, that was not God’s 
plan. Mine was way too small. I have to 
keep learning this lesson.

Now, 15 years later, we continue to meet 
every Wednesday morning for an hour at 
6:30am in the Gathering Space downtown. 
Some of the same men who were there on 
the first gathering in February, 2005 are 
still present. Others have come and gone, 
a few have died and new men continue to 
join us. You don’t have to sign up. You don’t 
have to come every week, though you are 
encouraged to do so. You don’t really have 
to do anything except show up and want to 
be a better Catholic man.

Men, I invite you and I challenge you to 
join us. It may just be the best Christmas 
gift you can give to your spouse and your 
family.

One of the images of St. Joseph that I was 
introduced to by one of the men of the 
group is “St. Joseph Asleep.” This is one of 
Pope Francis’ special devotions. 

While asleep, St. Joseph received messages 
from God, who warned him about the dan-
ger posed by King Herod and entrusted 
him with loving and protecting Mary and 
the Baby Jesus.

It was in a dream when Joseph accepted 
his role as putative father of Jesus and 
of all mankind, an archetypal figure of 
protector, defender, and consoler. Joseph 
is the attentive and tender guardian of the 
Family, a just man who accepts and guards 
the mysteries of God, as he willingly chose 
to accept and protect Mary, the woman 
chosen by God to be the Most Holy and 
Immaculate Mother of His only Son.

Pope Francis has the habit of placing under 
the statue of the saint a list containing the 
problems, petitions, and prayers of the 
faithful that are brought to him. It’s as if he 
were inviting Saint Joseph to “sleep on it,” 
and perhaps to put a good word in before 
God to solve difficult situations and to help 

those in need, thus calling upon the saint’s 
role as a father who is merciful and totally 
attentive to those he loves.

St. Joseph is a truly special saint, who 
protects and helps us even while he sleeps! 
So dads, husbands and all you Catholic 
men young and old, let’s look to St. Joseph 
as our model. Let us pray for his interces-
sion in all that we do. Let’s “sleep on it” so 
that we can be truly awake and attentive to 
God’s guidance and God’s will in our lives.

Heavenly Father, incline my heart to fulfill 
your will in all that I do, in thought, word, 
and deed. Help me to hear your voice always 
and to surrender myself to you as did St. 
Joseph. Amen.
In Christ, through the intercession of 
Blessed Pier Giorgio, I love you.

Christmas Masses
CHRISTMAS EVE–DECEMBER 24
Downtown Church  
5PM: With children's choir  and Praise 
& Worship style Christmas music
8PM:  Incense & traditional hymns
MIDNIGHT: Incense & traditional 
hymns

Westside Chapel
5PM:  Traditional hymns
7:30PM: Incense & traditional hymns  
10:30PM: Vietnamese Mass

CHRISTMAS DAY–DECEMBER 25
Downtown  Church
9:30AM: Traditional hymns
11:30AM: Praise & Worship style 
Christmas music

Philippe de Champaigne: The Dream of St. Joseph
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10 RESEARCH-BASED WAYS DADS 
IMPACT KIDS FOR THE BETTER
I found this post by Dr. Christina Hibbert and simply 
want to summarize her points. She mentions at the 
beginning that studies show that, without a father, 
children are:
• Five times more likely to be poor
• At an increased risk for sexual abuse
• Two to three times more likely to use drugs
• Twice as likely to drop out of school
• Two to three times more likely to have emotional 

and behavioral problems
• More than twice as likely to be incarcerated
Statistics like these remind us that fathers who are 
present and love their children make a noticeable dif-
ference in a child’s life. 
HERE ARE HER 10 POINTS:
1. A loving father is the best predictor of the level of 

compassion a child is to develop.
2. Having a stable father is associated with greater 

confidence in children.
3. Children with involved, caring fathers have better 

educational outcomes.
4. Kids with caring fathers tend to be more 

emotionally secure and stable.
5. A loving father is associated with lower levels of 

violence and greater respect for women in boys.
6. A loving father is associated with self-worth and 

virtue that leads to less sexualization of young 
girls.

7. Fathers are associated with increased relationship 
success levels in children as they mature into  
adulthood.

8. One of the most important influences a father can 
have on his children is the quality of their relation-
ship with the child’s mother.

9. Fathers are associated with greater success in 
children.

10. Kids need a healthy interaction with their fathers, 
and mothers tend to determine how much interac-
tion fathers have.

She continues: “The point is: we need wonderful 
fathers. And there are many wonderful fathers out 
there. There are fathers who, at this moment, are 
rocking a sick child, reading, playing and teaching 
them. There are fathers who are doing homework, 
exercising patience, and coming home a little early just 
to be there. There are fathers wrestling, disciplining 
and doing yard work with their children. We need all 
these fathers. Our children need them. We mothers 
need them. And the men who are stepping up as fathers 
need their fathering role too. For fatherhood doesn’t 
just create better children—it creates better men.”
St. Joseph, protector of the Holy Family and of the 
Church, pray for us.
– Fr. Jim

IMAGINE YOURSELF WITH US
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL HOME VISITS  
As part of a new outreach, the Saint Michael Parish chapter of the 
St. Vincent de Paul (SVDP) Society has begun making home visits to 
meet with neighbors in need who have requested assistance. 

On a recent visit, team members met with a lady who had come into 
the SVDP office requesting rental assistance. The team visited her 
at home and heard more of her story.  She is a single working mom 
with three beautiful children, and the team learned that she had 
fallen behind on her rent because she needed to temporarily pro-
vide transportation to and from the children’s school and daycare 
due to changes in school bus routes. This necessitated taking an 
hour off in both the morning and afternoon to provide transporta-
tion. The loss of hours was enough to impact her ability to make the 
full rent payment. Her stress and desperation were evident. 

Thanks to donations from parishioners, SVDP was able to provide 
assistance to get her back on course with her rent payments. 
She thanked us with tears of gratitude streaming down her face. 
Like this young woman, many of our neighbors live on the edge, 
navigating precariously from pay check to pay check. This is just 
one of many stories that members of St. Vincent’s encounter when 
serving the Lord. 

St. Vincent de Paul members are praying for more volunteers. 
Call the home visit hotline at (360) 972-0661 and a Vincentian will 
happily contact you to share about this rewarding ministry. 

“Whatever you did it for these least of mine, you did it for me.” 
 – Mt. 25:40

CHRISTMAS FOR CATHOLICS
IT DOESN'T END ON DECEMBER 26!
For faithful Catholics, the Christmas season begins at 
midnight on December 24 and continues well into January. 
While the rest of the world is winding down their Christ-
mas celebrations, we’re just gearing up. Since the eighth 
century, the Church has observed octaves—eight days of 
celebration following a feast or solemnity. Christmas has 
its own octave, as does Easter. For Christmas, the octave be-
gins on Christmas Day and ends on January 1, the Solem-
nity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God. The actual 
Christmas season continues until the Feast of the Baptism 
of Christ, celebrated on the Sunday after January 6, or the 
following Monday if that Sunday is Epiphany. That gives us 
17 days to celebrate Christmas. 

CHRISTMAS FEASTS TO CELEBRATE:
December 26 – St. Stephen (the first martyr)
December 27 – The Holy Family
December 28 – Holy Innocents (children murdered by 
Herod’s soldiers in an effort to destroy the Christ Child)
January 1 – Holy Mary, Mother of God
January 6 – The Epiphany of the Lord (visit of the Magi)
January 10 – The Baptism of the Lord

There's so much to look forward to! So let's not rush but 
celebrate Advent and Christmas in their fullness!
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THE MARRIAGE COURSE 
BY ALPHA
The Marriage Course is offered for any couple, married our 
unmarried, who desires to strengthen their relationship. 
Whether you are newlyweds or have been married for many 
years, whether your relationship is in a healthy place or 
could use some encouragement and support. The program is 
rooted in Christian principles but designed for couples with 
or without a religious affiliation. If offers a lifetime of practi-
cal ideas and tools to help keep your relationship strong. 

A typical session includes a dinner at a private table for each 
couple, a practical talk and a time for private discussion. 

Fridays, January 10–February 21, 7–9:30pm in the Parish 
Center Multipurpose Room

REGISTRATION/CONTACT
Caiti Schmitz at cschmitz@saintmichaelparish.org or  
(360) 292-7100

Childcare is provided for children ages 1+  but you must 
register by Friday, January 3. Please include the name and 
ages of your children. Dinner is included for children as well. 

BETROTHED RETREAT
A PREPARATION FOR THE SACRAMENT OF 
MARRIAGE
Marriage is a beautiful Sacrament and a life-long commit-
ment, and we are privileged to serve couples during their 
time of discernment and preparation. Our Betrothed retreat 
fulfills the archdiocesan marriage preparation requirement 
and offers a rich integration of catechesis and theology.

Engaged Couples' Retreat with Fred & Anne Janssen and 
Megan & Steven Pepin, January 3-5

Betrothed invites couples to prepare for a joyful, lifelong 
marriage. Blending hands-on learning of practical life skills 
with excellent catechesis and insights from St. John Paul II's 
Theology of the Body, this marriage-prep retreat is designed 
to impact the quality of a couples' communication, conflict 
resolution, and shared sense of mission. Learn more at 
palisadesretreatcenter.org/retreat-details/?retreat=1578

Journey of the Heart 
MISSION TRIP
Mission starts with listening to that small, quiet voice of God 
nudging you to trust Him with where He will lead you.  In 
your daily life you are already a missioner when in Jesus’ 
name, you walk beside someone else—when you help them 
change a tire, cook a meal, care for their child, bring them 
groceries, or just sit with them and listen.  

"We are all joined in the great enterprise of bringing one anoth-
er to God." - Pope Francis (Laudato Si)
You will have a group of Saint Michael Parish team members 
to help you prepare spiritually and practically for the 
mission trip. They will journey with you as you abandon 
your own agenda to God and listen to His plan. 

Feeling a nudge? Thought so.  
Arrangements are being made now, and we want all who are 
interested to be included in this trip.

SMP MISSION TRIP TO THE HOLY SPIRIT 
COMMUNITY CENTER IN JUAREZ, MEXICO:
March 28 – April 4, 2020

Cost is $550, which covers expenses for the week with schol-
arships available. 

CONTACT
Jim Hemmen at jimhemmen@gmail.com or (602) 320-8078 
for more info.
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Small Groups
Making a big parish seem small
Welcome! Are you new to church, new to Saint Michael 
Parish,or coming home after a short or long absence? Or are 
you already a parishioner but not very connected, maybe even 
a little lonely?

One way to connect with others is to join a Small Group, a faith 
deepening and sharing group of 6–12 people who meet weekly 
for six sessions during Advent and Lent. (Some groups meet all 
year round.) Most groups meet at someone's home, but a few 
groups meet at our downtown church. The format is briefly 
sharing how you have witnessed God present in your life or in 
those around you, reading the upcoming Sunday Gospel in a 
process called Lectio Divina, watching a short video reflection 
by our pastor, parochial vicar or staff member, discussing 
questions provided for each week, planning how each of you 
can more fully live the Gospel in the upcoming week, and 
asking for specific prayers for your loved ones' needs.

Do not be afraid to try a Small Group. You don't have to share if 
you are shy or hesitant, the other group members will love you 
just as you are, and they willingly will pray for you (and you 
can pray for them silently). Reading and hearing the Gospel 
proclaimed is a great way to prepare for Mass on Sunday.

Come and learn more at the annual Chili Feed Potluck 
January 4 at 6:30pm in the Gathering Space!

CONTACT
Michaela Moreau at mmoreau@saintmichaelparish.org or 
(360) 292-7104.

Financial Peace University
A Gift that Keeps Giving
We started our Advent journey on the first of this month with 
the message “Stay Awake”.  Being present in your daily life 
includes all aspects of your spiritual journey and your family’s 
financial success. Blessings from your FPU Core Team as we 
enter into the celebration of the feast of the Nativity.

It is not too late to give the gift of these FPU classes to loved 
ones or those in need. 

SIGN UP FOR WINTER 2020 CLASS: 
January 14 thru March 10, 2020—Tuesdays, 6–8 pm (Free child-
care available). Visit fpu.com/1103275
– or –

SIGN UP FOR SPRING 2020 CLASS:
April 16 thru June 11, 2020—Thursdays, 7–9pm (Free childcare 
available). Visit fpu.com/1092061 

If you are a parishioner, scholarships are available. 

FPU ALUMS:  
Join us on December 28 from 10am–NooN. Begin the budget 
discussion and strategize for the New Year. Small nibbles to 
share are always welcome!

Have you signed up on SMP Connect yet?  Add Financial 
Peace University Group to your profile at https://smpconnect.
ccbchurch.com. This application will be our only avenue to 
send you upcoming messages and schedules.

CONTACT 
fpu@stmichaelparish.org 

You are what you eat!
US Food Consumption as a % of Calories
PLANT FOODS:
Vegetables, fruits, legumes, nuts & seeds, whole grains. fiber 
is only found in plant foods. The focus should be on whole, 
unprocessed foods.
PROCESSED FOODS:
Added fats & oils, sugars, refined grains
ANIMAL FOODS:
Meat, dairy, eggs, fish, seafood. Cholesterol is only 
found in animal foods. Animal foods are the primary 
source of saturated fat.
Eat less from the animal and processed food groups and 
more whole foods from the plant food group! In general, 
food from the animal and processed food group contribute to dis-
ease, while whole foods from the plant group contribute to good health.

 Our next Parish Health Ministry talk is on January 4.  
Talks are offered at 10am Saturdays monthly, following 9am 

Mass. Free and open to everyone!
Come find out about how what we eat affects our 

whole person.
The mission of Parish Health ministry is to 
promote not only physical and emotional 
health, but also to offer a spiritual dimension 
of care, which is necessary for the support 
and comfort of souls and the healing of the 

whole person. 

CONTACT: 
Annalise Moreau or Sydney Wolf at  

amoreau@saintmichaelparish.org
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NO EDGE December 25 or January 1
CONTACT 
Jackie Shirley at (360) 292-7137 or  
jshirley@saintmichaelparish.org

NO LIFE TEEN December 22 & 29
CONTACT 
Brandon Jones at (360) 292-7108 or  
bjones@ saintmichaelparish.org

3-6 Year Olds Growing Closer to Christ
The Good Shepherd is calling! 
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd is a Montes-
sori-based faith formation ministry for children 
ages 3–12. We have openings in our Thursday, 
Level I session for children ages 3–6. Children 
work with developmentally designed materials to 
explore scripture, liturgy, Holy Land  
geography, prayer, practical life, and more.  

Would you like to learn more about this for your 
child? 

CONTACT 
Mary Trotter at mtrotter@saintmichaelparish.org.

“Don’t say God is silent if your Bible is closed.” God is always ready to speak to us if we will listen and tune our ears and hearts to 
His Word. Join us in the New Year to deepen your relationship with God through these new Bible Studies. Register online at 
saintmichaelparish.org or after Mass this weekend.

PSALMS
Tuesdays at 6:30pm | Begins January 14  
12 Sessions | Cost: $25
Discover how these sacred hymns become 
our heartfelt response to God’s loving and 
wondrous deeds for us.

GENESIS TO JESUS
Thursdays at 6:30pm | Begins January 9  
12 Sessions | Cost: $25
What is the Bible, where does it come 
from, and what is its purpose? How are 
Catholics supposed to read the Bible 
and what story does it tell? These are the 
ever-important questions answered in 
Genesis to Jesus.

LECTIONARY STUDY
Thursdays at 12pm | Begins January 16 
6 Sessions | Cost: $20
Learn to prepare your heart for the weekly 
Gospel reading using Bishop Mueggen-
borg's Book, Come Follow Me: Discipleship 
Reflections on the Sunday Gospel Readings.

CONTACT
Ann Ashe at 360-292-7112 or  
aashe@saintmichaelparish.org

Family Matters 
A Parent Discussion Group
Join us for a 6-week parent discussion group that will 
explore topics facing families of young children today. 
The identical discussion group will be offered on two 
different days/times:

Wednesdays, January 8–February 12 8:45–11:15am in 
Gathering Space Room 1

Thursdays, January 9- February 12  
6:30-8 in the Atrium (First floor of Parish Center)

Childcare available on request.
Discussion Topics include:
• Wasting Time with Family
• Rules, Rules, Rules
• Habits of the Heart
• Decision Making & Prayer
• Self Esteem & Failure
• Seek First the Kingdom

CONTACT
Marty Trotter at mtrotter@saintmichaelparish.org with 
questions or to register

Winter Bible Studies



7
Download our app! Text smpgive app to 77977 | Text smpgive to 77977 for simple online giving!

What is adoration?
In any conversation, there are different types of 
talking to each other.  This is similar in our conversa-
tion with God in prayer.  The Catechism talks about 
four “types” of prayer: adoration, petition, interces-
sion, thanksgiving, and praise.  All of these types of 
prayer show up both in our vocal prayer and in our 
mental prayer, and they all show up in the Mass!  Ad-
oration is when we enter into that conversation with 
God where we recognize God’s Greatness, Holiness, 
and ultimate Uniqueness.

At Saint Michael Parish, we have a great opportunity 
to come before the Lord in Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament, 
which is when Jesus is presented to all in the golden receptacle 
called a “Monstrance,” in the Saint Joseph Adoration Chapel.  
There we can enter into an even more unique and vulnerable 
prayer with Christ, who has been made vulnerable for us.  Adora-
tion of the Blessed Sacrament, then, is where we enter into prayer 
before Jesus Christ, truly and substantially present in the Eucha-
rist.  Jesus promised not to leave us orphans and as Catholics we 
believe the pre-eminent way God does this is through the Sacra-
ments -- most especially in the Eucharist.  But we do not need to 
just be in front of Jesus “exposed” in a monstrance to enter into ad-
oration.  At the back of our church, in the old baptistry,  the “Taber-
nacle” contains the Eucharist.  Most Catholic churches have Jesus 

contained in this way somewhere in their church, 
and even in front of the Tabernacle we can enter into 
a moment of adoration -- as Jesus is “reposed” inside 
the Tabernacle.  This ordinary way that God dwells 
with us reminds us that part of our Christian life is 
living in this “hiddenness” with God.  Just as God 
dwelt with his people Israel in the Temple, so God 
now dwells, truly and really, in the midst with His 
New People: The Church.  We have the opportuni-
ty to enter into that quiet moment of stillness where, 
God speaks (1 Kings 19). It might not always be the 

most exciting or entertaining, but just like in any relationship, we 
have the means to speak to God who desires to be truly present for 
His beloved—the Church! 

FOR FURTHER READING SEE:
Catechism of the Catholic Church, 1378ff
The Word Made Flesh by Richard Veras
Hostia on Formed.org

Do you have a question? Email Fr. Lou at office@saintmichaelpar-
ish.org and he will try to briefly answer it for you and the parish. If 
you have a question about the faith, others probably do too. Let us 
know about Whom we love, so that we might love Him all the more!

Ask Fr. Lou
Q:

Join Fr. Lou for a 
new study program!
WEDNESDAYS, 7–8:30PM 
BEGINNING JANUARY 22.  
We are reading Is it Possible 
to Live This Way: An Unusual 
Approach to Christian Existence 
(volume 1: Faith) by Fr. Luigi 
Giussani—a compilation 
of Giussani's conversations 
with young people. Giussani 
encourages young people to be 
serious about their own existence 
and loyal to their experience. The 
conversations reported here are 

fascinating and insightful, providing support for a way of life that 
today is frequently questioned, rejected, or censured. 

Age range is high school and up, with a focus on young adults, but 
open to the entire parish.  Childcare provided; please RSVP.

In praise of Nativity 
scenes
Pope Francis recently hailed 
Nativity scenes as “simple and 
admirable” signs of Christian 
faith and encouraged their 
placement in workplaces, schools 
and town squares as he bolstered 
a Christmas tradition that has at 
times triggered bitter legal battles 
in the U.S.

Francis visited the hill town of 
Greccio, where St. Francis of 
Assisi, the pontiff’s namesake, 
reenacted the first creche scene, 
using living persons instead of statues, during a return journey 
from the Holy Land. While in Greccio, Pope Francis signed an 
apostolic letter, stressing the importance of creche scenes to 
popular faith. He hailed Nativity scenes as “simple and admirable” 
signs of Christian faith, and encouraged their placement in 
workplaces, schools and town squares.
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Photos by Anita Austvika on Unsplash

Christmas Potluck 
With white elephant gift exchange
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 28, 12:30–2:30PM
Bring your favorite dish (or leftover!) and a wrapped 
white elephant gift (please don’t buy anything—just 
look for something silly you have around the house—
old, used, or new).

CONTACT  
Bene Reece at breece@saintmichaelparish.org or (360) 
292-7143. Please let us know how many are coming!

Join us for a time of prayer, fellowship and happiness!

LUKAS HASLER
January 3 | 7:30pm

DOWNTOWN CHURCH

Experience the moving power of the organ in 
the intimate setting of Saint Michael Parish's 
newly reopened downtown church. Austrain 
organist Lukas Hasler performs a selection of his 
favorite repertoire.

Lukas Hasler is currently studying organ at 
the University of Music and Performing Arts 
in Graz, Austria. He also completed his studies 
in cultural and media management at the 
University of Hamburg, Germany. The 22-year 
old multiple award-winning organist is gaining 
recognition for his colorful and passionate 
musicality. In addition to his concert tours, 
Lukas Hasler also appears as choirmaster and 
arranger of transcriptions for organ. In 2019 he 
has been touring in the US and China as well 
as other international invitations to Munich, 
St. Petersburg and London. His debut CD with 
organ works by Bach, Mendelssohn, Liszt and 
Dupré was released this summer.

GET YOUR TICKETS TODAY AT  
SAINTMICHAELPARISH.ORG!

Women’s Discernment Retreat
For single Catholic women ages 18-45

Here I am, Lord. In the midst of the busyness of daily life, take a break 
and join with women discerning their answer to God’s invitation.
All have a vocation….what is my best answer?

December 27-29 | Gig Harbor, WA

Contact Sr. Christine Still, OSF at cstill@osfphila.org

The Sisters of St. Francis of Philadelphia: www.osfphila.org

Considering Separation or Divorce?
Wait! There is an alternative. 

Retrouvaille (pronounced retro-vi) has brought healing to tens of 
thousands of troubled marriages worldwide. Your situation may 
seem hopeless, but there is always hope, and you are not alone 
in your struggle. 

For confidential information about Retrouvaille, or to register for 
our upcoming program on February 21–23, call (206) 706-2608 or 
visit www.helpourmarriage.org.
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Terri McCarthy 
Julie Hairston 
V. L. Patrick Family 
Rosanne Burns
George Michael 
June Hendrick
Sylvia Boyn 
Felix Noel 
Joan Bykonen
Leslie Anne Bykonen 
Kendall 
Michel Pinier 
Irene Baker 
Remigius Tauor 
Mack Wysocki
Donald V. 
Annie Baldwin 
Dominica McCoy
Madelyn Palzer 
Samantha Allen 
Molly Rector 
Tami Grant 
Tom Hinchcliffe 
Chris Louis Petrillo 
Rebecca & Dennis Robison 
Aaron Ketola 
Charlotte White
Miranda Sharp
Hunter
James Sharp
Hene Sharp
Nino Sharp 
John Byrne (JB) and family 
David LaFond 
Francisco Huidor-Figueroa 
Pam, Emily & Ben 
Lally Joseph 
Raoul 
Louie Marchegini 
Michael & Family 
Lance Burns 
Michael Mauss 
Jeff Jaggars 
Shayne Kinner
David Kinner 
Miguel Morales 
Sharon & Lloyd Posnikoff 
Cathy Steffen 
Mason Helt 

Pat Daly 
Crystal Rojo 
Patti Leininger 
Whitney 
Joshua Roberts 
Brian Barkis 
Betsy Pasquesi 
Jennifer B. 
Baby Ellie 
Marita Herrera 
Jim & Nancy Cosgrove 
Mark Majors 
Franci Burg 
Birdie Fisher 
Linda Cosgrove 
Erich Kecht 
Marge Pool 
Sabine Reynolds & Family
Kevin Collins 
Sid Nelson 
Richard Monohon 
Robert Kelly 
Katherine Galbraith 
Wendell Carlson 
Lucas Oakland
Jan Putnam 
John Ghorpade 
Maricela Huidor-Figueroa 
Stan Brandt
Erich Kecht 
Fahd Tarif 
Ed Stevens 
Tarra T. 
Bruce 
Monica, Andrew, John 
Janet Shimabukuro 
Dennis Philbrick 
Joey Lynn Benck 
Reggie Papa 
John Ghorpade 
Brent Hammer 
Savio Fernandes 
Martha McNeel 
Xavier Mathews 
Anne & family 
Stephen Rowan 
Jolane Zander 
Lisa Zander 
Anne Barroll

To submit prayer requests, call the parish office or submit 
your request via our website. If you or someone you know is 
homebound and wishes to receive Holy Communion, please 
call Benedetta Reece at (360) 292-7143 or Dcn. Terry  
Barber at Sacred Heart Parish at (360) 491-0890.

please pray for:

July 1, 2019 – June 30, 2020
Donations Received as of December 8, 2019

Sunday Stewardship $28,565

Online Giving $26,820

Sunday Loose Donations $1 , 3 3 2

Holy Days $4,335

Youth (Little House) $70
Total Offertory $61 ,122

Total Year-to-Date $1,363,925

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE

Mass times for Traveling Catholics
Christmas is a busy time for travel, but it doesn’t mean your 
faith also has to take a vacation. Catholic Mass is the same 
across the globe, and you can find a Catholic church any-
where you travel. Visit catholicmasstime.org, parishesonline.
com, or thecatholicdirectory.com to search for a church near 
your holiday destination and to find Mass times.


