
 
 
 

March 19, 2020 
 
Dear all Faith Communities and non-profits of Thurston County,  
 
I am writing to implore the entire generous community of Thurston County to mobilize during 
this uncertain time.  With all the closures occurring throughout our Washington State, things 
are moving so quickly and there is a lot of fear.  We are being called into isolation into our 
homes and even then allowing social distance.  The most important thing is that we enter into 
this storm with calm.  Communities that help each other are stronger when we stick together. 
 
I would like to bring attention to a population that doesn’t have anywhere to isolate or have the 
luxury of social distancing, because they are huddling together to stay warm in their tents, or 
vehicles or doorways.  With all the closures happening, our neighbors experiencing 
homelessness are being left out in the cold.  The Point in Time count of 2020 has recorded 
over 1200 individuals experiencing homelessness in Thurston County but the number is more. 
The available shelters are maxed out at capacity and turning people away at this time when 
we are all scared.  
 
We at Saint Michael’s Catholic Church (partnered with Sacred Heart Catholic Church) have 
expanded our normal men’s shelter beds from 15 men to 30 men during this crisis.  We have 
implemented the protocol put out by Interfaith Works, by screening our hosts and neighbors 
for fever and any COVID-19 symptoms, before entering our shelter.  We have very strict 
guidelines for behavior and have designated spots for them to spread out (at least 6 feet) to 
eat and have availability for bathrooms and showers (in an orderly way).  
 
With many places closing, our homeless population has a drastically reduced availability of 
basic needs of using the toilet, access to paper products, food and warmth.  Interfaith Shelter 
at First Christian Church, Union Gospel Mission, and Community Youth Services are at 
capacity and need community support.  We have an incredibly complex population 
experiencing homelessness, most of whom have suffered incredible trauma and abuse in 
their childhoods, some with mental illness, some who have turned to addictive substances to 
numb the mental and physical pain which they are trying to escape.  
 



We are asking all people of goodwill to: 
* please say a prayer for our entire community (if you do not pray, please think 
thoughts of goodwill and healing for every single person in our community) 
 

 
We are asking all of you are in the high risk category (or live with someone in the high risk 
category) to please stay home and continue isolation 

*think of resources that you have (money or excess material goods, empty spaces) 
that you can contribute the community effort 
 

We are asking those of you (organizations) that have empty buildings with bathroom and 
shower resources:  

 
*if you have buildings that are empty now because large gatherings are cancelled, can 
you consider opening it up to make more space available to shelter, either during the 
night or daytime?   At this point, even a spot on the floor is better than outside.  Are 
you willing to have 2-3 employees or volunteers to monitor your guests overnight?  
 

How can you help during this time?  Can you help lift the burden off of the few providers to 
services by opening some space?   Would you like to donate food?  Your time?  If you would 
like to see how we are conducting our shelter at Saint Michael’s Catholic Church and are 
interested in how you can help, please look for information on our website: 
saintmichaelparish.org.  If you are interested in learning how to open up a shelter at your own 
facility, please contact our Steward for Community Outreach, Kim Kondrat at 
kkondrat@saintmichaelparish.org. 
  
We are a community with many gifts and talents that we are called to share.  Come join us in 
our efforts to protect and save our community. May God be with us. 
 
In Peace,  
 
 
Fr. Jim Lee 
Pastor 
Saint Michael Catholic Church  
 
 
Kim Kondrat 
Steward for Community Outreach 
 



 




