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Evangelizing the Difficult
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Pastor's Notebook

August 20, 2017 - Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Fr. Jim Lee
Pastor

EVANGELIZING AND
HEALING
For many, these two words
may not seem to naturally
go together. Yet, the good
news of Jesus Christ is
truly the source of deep
interior healing.
These past two weeks
we have been extremely
blessed to have hosted
and participated in the St.
Paul Street Evangelization
training and the Healing
the Whole Person retreat.
We were joined by others
from the archdiocese,
across the state and
beyond. What incredibly
powerful experiences
these have been. I pray
that the seeds planted by
these two events will continue to bear much fruit.
Look forward to opportunities to be part of St. Paul
Street Evangelization in
the coming weeks and
months. It is our desire to
bring the good news of
our Catholic faith to the
streets of Olympia.

Together with many other
donations from throughout the community, many
children have essential
supplies to begin the
school year ready for
success.
On behalf of the St. Vincent
de Paul Society, I thank
you for your continued
generosity for their work
in responding to the needs
of those who come to us.
Over the last year, the
Vincentians have begun
home visits as a way to
better understand the
needs of those who ask
for our assistance. Though
the emergency services
that we provide in the St.
Vincent De Paul office has
been their focus for many
years, the heart of their
ministry is home visitation.
This is such a powerful
way to participate in the
Corporal Works of Mercy
while meeting the needs
of those who ask for our
help. In a very simple and
loving way, this is also a
work of evangelization.
If you would like more
information about the ministry or would like to be
part of it, please contact
Roger Theine at (360) 3576246 or rtheine@comcast.
net or Brandon Jones at
the parish office.

THANK YOU

NEW OPPORTUNITIES

Your continued generosity is such a blessing.
Thank you for all who
participated in the Little
Red Schoolhouse project.

I want to thank Doug
Micheau, who after retiring
from Boeing, agreed to be
my Special Assistant for
the Faithraising Campaign,

the continued implementation of our Strategic Plan,
Vision 2026 and renewing
the heart of stewardship.
Doug will be with us until
the end of November. He
has done an incredible job
and I am most grateful. He
and his wife Vickie will be
retiring to Arizona for part
of the year.
Therefore, we have a new
position opening: Steward
of Time, Talent and
Treasure and Community
Life. This is an extremely
important position as
stewardship is at the heart
of our parish life and ministry. Please check the
bulletin, the parish website and the parish app for
position description and
application information.
If you know of anyone
with these qualifications,
please invite them to consider joining our parish
team.

family needs and will be
leaving.
Therefore, we are looking for a new Steward
for Children’s Ministry. If
you love kids and enjoy
working with their parents, this might be for you.
Please check out the job
description in the bulletin, on our parish website
and the parish app. We are
presently accepting applications and would love to
have you join our team.

STEWARDSHIP UPDATES

I hope that you have
received your stewardship update letter
from Chris Peterson, our
new Pastoral Assistant
for Administration. It is
important for us to make
sure that all of our financial
reports are accurate. If you
have any questions about
your giving or any difficulty
with online giving, please
call Chris at the parish
I also ask that you join
office.
me in thanking Jacquie
Farnham for the very fine Beginning this month we
ministry that she provided have our pink Faithraising
as Steward for Children’s Campaign envelopes.
Ministry. Joining the parish Please use these for
team on short notice, your contributions to the
Jacquie quickly took over Faithraising Campaign. If
the successful ministries you have pledged online
that Anne Kunkle had but did not fill out a pledge
served so well for many card, please fill out a card
years. After an extraordi- so that our records will be
narily successful Vacation accurate. Thank you so
Bible School with over much.
250 children and almost
100 volunteers, Jacquie
Farnham has discerned
that she needs more time (Continued on page 5)
to be able to attend to

www.saintmichaelparish.org
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worship

MASS SCHEDULE & INTENTIONS

CALL FOR MUSICAL TALENT

8/21 MONDAY

Do you play an instrument or sing?

12 noon - Word & Communion

Consider joining the SMP Music Ministry! We have a need
for both instrumentalists (piano, guitar, strings) and singers (soprano, alto, tenor and bass). Rehearsals on weekday
evenings: Tuesdays 6-8 pm for the 11:30 am band and
Wednesdays 7-8:30 pm for all downtown church Sunday
choirs. Join every week or on occasion (holidays, once per
month, etc.).

8/22 TUESDAY
12 noon - Funeral: Ed Armstrong

U

8/23 WEDNESDAY
12 noon - Funeral: Arthur Romero

U

8/24 THURSDAY

Contact: Andrew Goldstein at (360) 292-7140 or
agoldstein@saintmichaelparish,org

12 noon - Donna & Pat DeRoberts
1:30 pm - Mass at St. Francis

A Special Music Guest: Curtis Stephan

8/25 FRIDAY
9 am - Johnny Neri

Save the date! September 30, 2017

Saint Michael Parish is hosting a one-day workshop for musicians and singers - either currently a part of the Music Ministry
or who are discerning dedicating their time and talent to our
parish's vibrant musical offerings.

U

8/26 SATURDAY
9 am - Barney Rinke

U

5 pm - Scott & Ranielle Brigg

8/27 SUNDAY
7:30 am - Bob Dunn

U

8:30 am - Elmer & Lucille Borngesser U Westside
9:30 am - George F. Elgar Sr.
10:30 am - Bob Wallace

The workshop is being led by Curtis Stephan, the composer
of the Mass of Renewal, which we sing from every weekend.
A parish music minister himself, Stephen will guide our many
talents and set the course for an exciting new year of Music
Ministry.

U
U Westside

11:30 am - Travis & Annelise O’Neill (1st Anniversary)
5 pm - People of St. Michael Parish

The U.S. bishops invite the faithful to join a movement of
prayer and sacrifice for the protection of life, marriage,
and religious liberty in our country. Serious threats to each
of these have raised unprecedented challenges to the
Church and the nation. When confronted with challenges,
our Lord calls us to sacrifice and pray. Visit USCCB.org to
learn more about how you can answer the Call.

Traveling? For nationwide Mass times and locations, call 1-800-Mass-Times (1-800-627-7846) or visit www.masstimes.org
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"We find homilies on the
Assumption going back to
the sixth century."

THE
STORY
OF THE

By Fr.Don Miller, OFM

On November 1, 1950,
Pope Pius XII defined the
Assumption of Mary to be
a dogma of faith: “We pronounce, declare and define
it to be a divinely revealed
dogma that the immaculate
Mother of God, the ever
Virgin Mary, having completed the course of her
earthly life, was assumed
body and soul to heavenly
glory.” The pope proclaimed
this dogma only after a broad
consultation of bishops, theologians and laity. There were
few dissenting voices. What
the pope solemnly declared

ASSUMPTION

OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY

was already a common belief
in the Catholic Church.
We find homilies on the
Assumption going back to
the sixth century. In following centuries, the Eastern
Churches held steadily to the
doctrine, but some authors
in the West were hesitant.
However by the 13th century there was universal
agreement. The feast was
celebrated under various
names– Commemoration,
Dormition,
Passing,
Assumption–from at least the
fifth or sixth century. Today it
is celebrated as a solemnity.
Scripture does not give an

account of Mary’s Assumption
into heaven. Nevertheless,
Revelation 12 speaks of a
woman who is caught up in
the battle between good and
evil. Many see this woman
as God’s people. Since
Mary best embodies the
people of both Old and New
Testaments, her Assumption
can be seen as an exemplification of the woman’s victory.
Furthermore, in 1 Corinthians
15:20, Paul speaks of Christ’s
resurrection as the first fruits
of those who have fallen
asleep.
Since Mary is closely associated with all the mysteries

of Jesus’ life, it is not surprising that the Holy Spirit has
led the Church to believe in
Mary’s share in his glorification. So close was she to
Jesus on earth, she must be
with him body and soul in
heaven.

Reflection
In the light of the Assumption
of Mary, it is easy to pray her
Magnificat (Luke 1:46–55)
with new meaning. In her
glory she proclaims the
greatness of the Lord and
finds joy in God her savior.
God has done marvels to her
and she leads others to recognize God’s holiness. She
is the lowly handmaid who
deeply reverenced her God
and has been raised to the
heights. From her position
of strength she will help the
lowly and the poor find justice
on earth, and she will challenge the rich and powerful
to distrust wealth and power
as a source of happiness.
- from Fransiscanmedia.org

The Bible and the Virgin Mary is a dynamic twelve-part
video series that beautifully explains the Catholic truths
about Our Lady, showing how she has been a part of God’s
plan to bring salvation to the world since the beginning
of time. In addition to explanation of dogmas, answers to
common objections, and demonstration of Mary’s presence in the Old and New Testaments, this study discusses
Church-approved Marian apparitions that play an important
role in Catholic Tradition. It’s sure to help Catholics and
non-Catholics alike grow in an understanding and appreciation of the Mother of God.

Watch it now on FORMED!
www.saintmichaelparish.org
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give
(Pastor's Notebook, continued from page 2)

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE
Pastoral Year 2017-2018
Donations Received as of August 13, 2017
Sunday Stewardship

$36,367

Online Stewardship Giving

$18,202

Sunday Loose Donations

$1,560

Holy Days

$0

Youth (Little House)

$134

Total Offertory Collection Received

$56,263

Year to Date Received

$392,972

Total Donations Needed

$ 4 4 6 ,1 4 5

Ahead/Behind Goal

If you have yet to make a pledge to our Faithraising
Campaign, there are pledge cards in the pew pockets
both downtown and at the Westside. Father Cody and
I are asking that every household make a commitment. Our theme of “Equal Sacrifice, not Equal Gifts”
calls us to prayerful discernment as to how the Lord is
asking each of us to contribute. Remember that prayer
is an important commitment if you are unable to do
so financially. As always, thank you for your generosity. All of us together, working under the guidance of
the Holy Spirit is what makes Saint Michael Parish so
amazing.
In Christ, I love you.

$ 5 3 ,1 7 3

SPRING CLEANING
IN AUGUST?
GARAGE SALE?

(360) 523-7408

If you, your friends or neighbors are “summer cleaning"
or having a garage sale,
please consider donating items to the St. Vincent
DePaul Clothing Bank and
Pregnancy Aid. Particularly, keep in mind that with cooler
weather approaching, blankets will be in great need – and,
as always, towels, socks and new underwear!

GOING ON
VACATION?

DOWNLOAD OUR APP AT: myparishapp.com

It's easy to keep your sacrificial giving current, even when
you're out of town! Just click
the Online Giving graphic on
our website and set up an account. You can even set it up
for a one-time gift if you don't want to use Online Giving all
the time. Keeping your giving current helps sustain the parish
during the summer months!

NEED HELP FIGURING OUT HOW TO
GIVE TO THE FAITHRAISING CAMPAIGN?
If you need assistance in donating directly from your 401K,
or other fund, or would like to donate stock or other securities, contact Chris Peterson, Parish Administrator, at (360)
754-4667.
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As of:
August 3

www.saintmichaelparish.org

755 parishioners have responded.
$4,041,627.68 has been pledged.
$367,778.17 has been collected.

serve

PLEASE PRAY FOR:

HAVE THE GIFT OF HOSPITALITY?
We are looking for happy and energetic greeters for all
Masses. As we grow as a parish and families move away, our
need for hospitality continues to increase.
Everyone wants to feel welcomed, so we need families, teens,
EDGE kids, singles, and married couples to help this ministry.
We are blessed with many already serving, but they need a
break every once in a while and, as we know, many hands
make light work.
Monthly, bi-monthly, and weekly commitments are available.
Want to be part of this hospitality ministry?
Please see Brandon Jones in the Gathering Space or call
(360) 292-7108 for scheduling.

PARISH HEALTH MINISTRY
While the concept of Parish Health Ministry may be relatively
new to many, its role is deeply rooted in the Catholic Church's
healing tradition. Not only do those involved often provide
underrepresented individuals with a valuable link to health
care, parishioners active in health ministry also become a
healing hand of the Church. This ministry always includes
a focus on the spiritual dimension of health, often utilizing
prayer, support groups, and Sacraments to promote healing.
Those involved become advocates, intercessors and representatives of God's healing love.
Interested in being involved in Parish Health Ministry?
Contact Bene Reece at (360) 489-7634 or
breece@saintmichaelparish.org

PROTECTING GOD'S CHILDREN
Our next Safe Environment training will be held Wednesday,
September 20 at 6pm in the Parish Center. Register online
at www.virtusonline.org.

Daisy Sequeira
Patrick Koeplin
Carmela Ochoa
Richard & Barbara Mervau
Connie Boehm
Ron Noll
Marita Herrera
Teresa LaBouff Family
Nancee Gordana
Andy Austin
Corazon Serrano San Jose
Teresa Serrano & Family
Jeannine Granberg
Mary Anderson
Megan Burrow
Sharnice Cyprien
Betty & Bruce Davidson
Larry Lawhon
Rosanne Burns
Michelle Welch
Joel Rivera
Joby Thomas
John & MaryJo Hurley
Eunice Chamber
Cecilia Martinez
Margie Eckroth
Porter Brennan Bitter
Gene Putscher
Carmen McHugh
Pati Leininger
June Francis
Joel Rivera
Nancy Leone
Nathan Pridgen
Michael Currall family
Kevin Olson
Oilda Harris
Francise Rice
Rick Drescher
Lee Stillwell
The Shawver family
Linda Wood
Diana Weber
Joey Lynn Benck

Bryce Moody
Stan
Richard Monohon
Racquel Barro & Family
Enrique B. Rubio
Mark Reiter
Amy Novak
Rory Roggenkamp
Ingrid Turner & Family
Ann Mitchell
Melissa Goin
Dwane & Suzyette
Rita Matlock
Phil Chavez
Nicollette Gonzalez
Dexter P.
LaToya Quinn
Dennis Shoemaker
Theresa Ragan
Jo P.
Barbara Jean Smith
Janet & Ken Vetter
Don Alder
Hilary Borngesser
Ella Michael
Pat O'Neill
Joseph Lario
Robert Kelly
V. L. Patrick family
Migi Armenteros
Garrett Milhoan
Diane Larson Brooks
Armando Fernandes
Jack Ardner
Matthew Krug
Ryan Swan
Alacia
Joe McGlothlan
Hector Sanchez
Eric McDonald
Breanna Taylor
Amanda Brown
Joseph Frank
Fr. Mike McDermott

To submit prayer requests, call the Parish Office at
(360) 754-4667 or submit your request via our
website under the Contact menu.
If you or someone you know is homebound and wishes to receive Holy Communion, please call:
Benedetta Reece at (360) 292-7143 or Dcn. Terry
Barber at Sacred Heart Parish at (360) 491-0890.

www.saintmichaelparish.org
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grow

REGISTER CHILDREN FOR CGS!

LIFE IS CHANGED, NOT ENDED

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd introduces the youngest
children to the most essential elements of our faith through
hands-on materials such as a model altar or a model sheepfold
that help them understand liturgy and scripture. As children
grow older, they learn to synthesize elements of liturgy and
scripture to understand salvation history and their own places
in it.

Catholic cemeteries are where faith is strengthened, hope
is awakened, and remembrance is accomplished through
perpetual care. Through the support of our faith community,
Archdiocesan Catholic cemeteries are able to provide free
burial for the needy, members who cannot afford a sacred
place of burial, and all infants in our communities.

Would you like to offer this experience to your child? Weekly
sessions start in September. Openings for Pre-K and
Kindergarten ages on Tuesday and Wednesday mornings
(contact us for other age groups). Register at saintmichaelparish.org/learn/family-registration.
For questions or to learn more contact Mary Trotter at
mtrotter@saintmichaelparish.org or (360) 789-2194.

Preparation for death is an essential part of life for a Christian.
Death marks the end of our stewardship on earth and is the
beginning of our eternal life. Talking about death is never
easy, but discussion and pre‑planning can eliminate stress
and confusion and assist grieving family and friends. Cemetery
arrangements can be made well in advance, alleviating the
burden on survivors at a very stressful time. Catholics may
also wish to choose cremation, but the Church still has specific
expectations for burial of cremated remains in a cemetery.
For more info on our Calvary Catholic Cemetery in Tumwater,
pre-arrangements, and other questions, please call the parish
office or check the Seattle Catholic Cemeteries Association at
acc-seattle.com.

FPU RETURNS!

RETROVAILLE

PRIORY PROGRAMS

Our next 9-week session of
Financial Peace University
and 7-week session of The
Legacy Journey are starting
soon!

Are you struggling in your
marriage? Do you feel a
sense of disillusionment or
sadness? Do you wish you
could rekindle the spark you
once had, but just don’t know
how? You are not alone.
Retrouvaille (pronounced
retro-vī) can help.

St. Placid Priory in Lacey offers numerous programs throughout the year to help you grow in your faith and connect with
other disciples.

For confidential information
about, or to register for our
upcoming program beginning, September 22-24, call
(206) 706-2608 or visit www.
HelpOurMarriage.com.

The priory also offers long-term programs, such as the upcoming Listening with the Spirit: Spiritual Direction Formation
Program, a two-year formation/discernment process to
become a Spiritual Director – beginning this fall.

FPU b e g i n s Tu e s d ay,
September 12 at 7 pm.
The Legacy Journey begins
Thursday, October 5 at 7 pm.
Register for either by following the link on our website
under the "Learn" tab. Any
questions? Send an email to
fpu@saintmichaelparish.org.
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Upcoming programs include:
Sept. 9: Mirroring Self, Mirroring Soul: A Psycho-Spiritual
Journey
Sept. 16: An introduction to Centering Prayer
Sept. 23: Discernment for Young Adults

Check out all their offerings at www.stplacid.org.

www.saintmichaelparish.org
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DISCOVER THE SMALL GROUPS
DIFFERENCE

SAINT ELIZABETH ANN SETON
GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP

As we look toward our fall schedules, consider giving yourself
the gift of joining a Small Group. Staying close to Christ and
close to our Faith Family helps us maintain a sense of peace
and infuses more purpose into our daily lives. Make an ordinary life quite extraordinary!

Are you, or someone you know, grieving? If you're carrying
a heavy heart because of the loss a loved one, a divorce, or
any other unsettling situation, please join us.

If you are not in a small group yet, some groups are open
to receiving new members at any time. Check out the open
groups on our website.
Contact:
Michaela Moreau, Small Groups Coordinator
smp.smallgroups@gmail.com

TO

We gather to learn about the grief process, to support one
another, and to share our thoughts and feelings, sustained
by our faith and enlightened by Christ.
The current cycle of FREE meetings started Wednesday,
August 16, 6:30 – 8 pm in Parish Center Room 6. The group
will be closed to new participants after the upcoming,
August 23 meeting. If you or someone you know would benefit from coming, please share the information and join us.
Contact:
Bene Reece • (360) 292-7143 • breece@saintmichaelparish.org

!
T
H
G
I
N

SMP JOB OPENINGS!
Steward for Time, Talent, Treasure and Parish Life Immediate opening – full-time (40 hours/12 months)
We're searching for a person who loves our Lord and is
filled with gratitude for God's many gifts; someone who
is energized by serving, being part of a dynamic team,
and whose passion is spreading the biblical stewardship
message that all is a gift from God, who calls us to share.
Steward for Children Ministry - Immediate opening –
part-time (18 hours/12 months)
We're searching for a person who is welcoming, inviting
and has a deep abiding love for their Catholic faith and
the domestic church. The ideal candidate should have a
love for children and families, and a real desire to serve
families as they seek to raise their children in the faith

Please register for Life Teen, EDGE, and Confirmation.
Forms are available online and at the parish office.

Childcare Providers - SMP is looking to hire a number
of childcare providers. Positions are part-time and hours
vary from week to week. The ideal candidates should
have a love for children and the ability to manage a
number of children at one time. Training is provided and
teens are welcome to apply.

www.saintmichaelparish.org
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share
breath and give your reply
EVANGELIZING
carefully and methodically.
THE DIFFICULT:
Often less words are more.
3 SIMPLE TIPS FOR 2. DEFINE TERMS.
KEEPING THE
There is nothing worse than
DIALOGUE ALIVE
two intelligent people arguBy Matt Nelson, Word on Fire

One of the hardest parts
about evangelizing is carrying on difficult conversations,
either with friends or family,
or people resistant to the
faith. Today, I'd like to offer
three simple strategies for
holding fruitful discussion.

1. LISTEN TO THE PERSON
ACROSS FROM YOU.
We’ve all heard this before.
But do we do it?
Sometimes our enthusiasm
gets the best of us. To sustain civil dialogue, however, it
is crucial that we make every
effort to avoid letting our
enthusiasm overwhelm the
entire encounter. Excessive
emotion makes clear thinking difficult. Now, of course,
emotions are a normal, predicable (and to a certain extent
involuntary) human function.
But left unchecked, they can
warp the mind’s ability to
reason clearly and logically.
Therefore listen to your counterparts; and as you do, think
about what they are saying—
not what you are going to
say next. Then take a deep

ing in an ever-diminishing
circle because they misunderstand each others’ choice
of language. Words can mean
different things to different
people.

Think of the word “faith.”
Catholics and Lutherans
thought for 500 years that
they were in absolute disagreement on what St. Paul
meant when he wrote that
we are “justified by faith”; but
after constructive dialogue
in modern times they have
realized there was an essential misunderstanding. Terms
were therefore defined and
clarified, and the result was
The Joint Declaration on the
Doctrine of Justification (the
Methodists got in on this too).
To further illustrate, I’ll leave
you with this example from
Dr. Peter Kreeft:
“When I say “The good man
gave his good dog a good
meal,” I use “good” analogically, for there is at the same
time a similarity and a difference between a good man,
a good dog, and a good
meal. All three are desirable,
but a good man is wise and

moral, a good dog is tame
and affectionate, and a good
meal is tasty and nourishing.
But a good man is not tasty
and nourishing, except to a
cannibal; a good dog is not
wise and moral, except in cartoons, and a good meal is not
tame and affectionate, unless
it’s alive as you eat it.” (from
Socratic Logic)

3. ASK STIMULATING
QUESTIONS.
Asking the right questions
can be a better strategy in
debate than giving good
answers (not to take way from
the importance of the latter).
But as St. Augustine says:
“The truth is like a lion; you
don’t have to defend it. Let it
loose; it will defend itself.”
Therefore, by asking the
right questions you may
enable your interlocutor to
see his own error and arrive
at your conclusion. This is
called Socratic dialogue.
Classic examples include
Plato’s Dialogues and The
Consolation of Philosophy
by Boethius.

Asking questions is also less
invasive. It can be disarming.
Quite frankly, most people
would much rather talk than
listen. By inviting the person
who you disagree with to
share their position uninterrupted, you can establish a
level of comfort with them.
Sincere questions reflect
seriousness and genuine
interest, and as a result, your
sincere questions may draw
out sincere questions from
your partner in dialogue.
Questions stimulate dialogue
and eliminate monologue.
To summarize: effective listening and questioning are
the means. Constructive dialogue is the end. We want to
seduce minds and win hearts:
“The purpose of the dialog
format is to be human. And
divine: even God is a dialog,
or rather a trialog, a family, a
society, a conversation. We
are made in God’s image;
that is why we become ourselves only through dialog
with others. And that, at least
unconsciously, is why we are
drawn to it.” (Peter Kreeft at
Ignatius Insight)

THANK YOU FROM SPSE!

SACRED HEART RADIO EXPANDS!
You now have twice as many ways to listen to Sacred Heart
Radio. You may already be familiar with AM 1240. Now you
can catch the same great programming on our sister station,
FM 104.7! Sacred Heart Radio just recently added this FM
alternative, which provides loud and clear coverage 24 hours
a day. Be sure to pick up one of the new dual bumper stickers
and help spread the Good News!

Thank you all who came to our St. Paul Street Evangelization
Training this past weekend, especially those who traveled
from Ellensburg, Kirkland, Centralia, Seattle, Bellingham,
Renton, Auburn and Yelm. We had 60 parishioners attend
this training hosted by St. Paul Street Evangelization VicePresident of Programs & Operations, Adam Janke. We were
blessed to be part of this workshop, which consisted of role
play, prayer, understanding of basic evangelization, and how
to present your own testimony. Stop and say hi when you see
us on the streets of Olympia!
If you are interested in volunteering with the St. Paul Street
Evangelization team here at Saint Michael Parish, contact
Mario Villanueva or Brandon Jones in the parish office.

www.saintmichaelparish.org
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