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Monday – Friday: 9 am - 5 pm
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(360) 352-7554
CLOTHING BANK
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PREGNANCY AID
(360) 956-7413
M, T, Th, Fri 2-4pm, Wed. 9am-Noon
ST. MIKE’S TIKES

(360) 586-1585

Lesson from Charlie

NORMAL MASS TIMES:
(Daily Mass times often change – Check schedule on page 3)

Downtown:
1055 Boundary St. SE
Monday – Thursday: Noon | Friday & Saturday: 9 am
Saturday: 5 pm | Sunday: 7:30, 9:30 & 11:30 am, 5 pm
Westside Chapel:
1835 Overhulse Rd. NW
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Thursday (1st & 3rd): 6:30 am
Sunday: 8:30am, 10:30 am
2nd Sunday: 1:30 pm (Vietnamese)
RECONCILIATION TIMES:
Thursday: 11 am | Saturday: 9:45 am, 3 pm

What's Happening?

PASTOR:
Fr. Jim Lee
PAROCHIAL VICAR:
Fr. Cody Ross
DEACONS:
Rob Rensel
John Bergford
SEMINARIAN
Thomas Tran
MISSION
Our mission is to place God first in all things, to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and to grow in holiness
through prayer, sacraments, and service.
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Pastor's Notebook

December 17, 2017 - 3rd Sunday of Advent
God’s goodness.

Fr. Jim Lee
Pastor

“Rejoice always. Pray without
ceasing. In all circumstances
give thanks, for this is the will of
God for you in Christ Jesus.” (1
Thes. 5:16)
Gaudete or “rejoice” Sunday
finds us almost two thirds of
the way to the feast of the
Incarnation at Christmas.
Advent is as short as it
possibly can be this year.
Therefore, we need to make
the most of the last full week.
I suspect many of us are
busier than usual. We may
be running about shopping,
buying gifts, getting ready
with food shopping, cooking, baking or having family
or friends over. This can be
a stressful time, especially
if we are already overly
committed to any number
of activities that already fill
our schedules. Therefore, I
want to offer a few simple
thoughts that might help
make the most of these final
days.
1) REJOICE. Make gratitude
the foundation of whatever you are doing. Have
a white board or a pad of
paper where everyone in
the family can write down
their moments of gratitude.
Keep a “gratitude journal”
with those moments of
encounter that maybe catch
you off guard and stir you to
spontaneous gratitude. Then
REJOICE in God’s gift and

2) PRAY ALWAYS. I love this
prayer of St. John Vianney
which might help you to be
more mindful of your relationship with God throughout
the day.
“I love you, O my God, and
my only desire is to love you
until the last breath of my
life. I love you, O my infinitely
loveable God, and I would
rather die loving you than to
live without you. I love you,
Lord, and the only grace I ask
is to love you for eternity. My
God, if my tongue cannot
say in every moment that I
love you, I want my heart to
repeat it to you as often as I
draw breath.”
Maybe when we are out of
breath because of all our
running around, this prayer
may help us slow down,
be aware and allow every
breath we take to be a prayer
of gratitude.
3) GIVE THANKS. It seems as
if we can never give thanks
enough to God and to one
another for the abundance of
blessings that come our way
each and every day, each
and every moment of every
day. Yes, even in the pain,
heartaches, and hardships
we face, we can discover
unimaginable blessings.
They are not always readily
apparent and it may take
time for them to emerge.
Yet, if we are attentive and
on the lookout, we will discover them and be enriched
by them.

at 9:30 am after Mass and
Saturday from 3–5 pm, Fr.
Cody and I will be available this coming Friday,
December 22 from 5 pm until
all who come have received
the Sacrament. Welcome.
MASS SCHEDULE CHANGES
Since the 4th Sunday of
Advent and Christmas Eve
occur next Sunday, we want
to help folks understand
that we are obligated to celebrate both. This means that
we come twice to Mass on
the weekend to celebrate
both Sunday and Christmas,
even if it happens to be on
the same day. One doesn’t
count for the other.
Therefore, be aware that
we are canceling the 10:30
am Westside Mass and the
11:30 am downtown Mass
and ask that you attend
either Saturday Vigil or one
of the earlier Sunday morning Masses. There is plenty
of room downtown. This will
enable us to adequately
prepare for Christmas Eve
Masses: Downtown at 5 pm,
8 pm and Midnight and at the
Westside at 5 and 7:30 pm.
Christmas Day Masses are
9:30 and 11:30 am downtown
only. Please pass this information on to your friends and
families.

THANK YOU
You are such a giving community and on behalf of
Fr. Cody and the school
and parish staffs, I want to
thank you so very much
for the generosity of your
READY THE WAY OF THE LORD – Time, Talent and Treasure
EXTRA CONFESSION TIMES
that enable us to do so
In addition to Thursday at 11 much within and outside
am before Mass, Saturday of our parish. Your financial

www.saintmichaelparish.org

support through weekly
giving and the Faithraising
Campaign are extraordinary.
We couldn’t do it without
each and every one together
– which is how Jesus set up
his Church. We are in this
together.
If you have made your
Sacrificial Giving renewal
commitment for this coming
year, thank you. If you have
made an extra-ordinary
financial commitment to the
Faithraising Campaign, thank
you. If you have yet to do so,
please take time this week
to do so. All of us together
make the greatest difference.
Lastly, if for financial and
tax purposes you wish to
make an end of the year gift,
please make sure you do so
before December 31. Any gift
mailed or dropped by the
office before midnight that
day will be included in your
2017 giving.

INVITATION – HOSPITALITY
Christmas is a perfect opportunity to invite family and
friends to join you for Mass
and prayer, especially if they
are not presently attending or are not affiliated with
any church community. The
small Christmas invitation/
information cards are available in the Gathering Space
and at the parish office. Let’s
offer hospitality in a special
way this Christmas. Let us be
especially aware of and welcoming to those who do not
come often. May our smiles,
our hello, our making room
for them spark an encounter with Christ that will assist
them in returning or coming
to believe.
In Christ, our Emmanuel.
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worship

MASS SCHEDULE & INTENTIONS

Pilgrimage

CORNER

12/18 MONDAY
12 noon - Mass Cancelled

12/19 TUESDAY
12 noon - Clara Phillips

U

12/20 WEDNESDAY
12 noon - Funeral: Leo Heger

U

12/21 THURSDAY
6:30 am - Clara Phillips

U Westside

12 noon - Linda McCarty

U

When my wife Ane and I heard about the pilgrimage to
Italy we decided to go, as we both wanted to learn more
about the Church, and see the Holy sites where pilgrims
have walked before us. The day finally came to leave,
and when our group of forty arrived at the hotel that first
night, we were tired and excited.

12/22 FRIDAY
9 am - Clara Phillips

U

12/23 SATURDAY
9 am - Fred Archer

U

5 pm - Michael Sabac

12/24 SUNDAY - 4th Sunday of Advent
7:30 am - Ordos Family
8:30 am - Rob McPeak

U Westside

9:30 am - Andy & Jean Lechner

U

12/24 SUNDAY - Christmas Eve Masses
5 pm - Jim O'Sullivan

U Westside

5 pm - Stacia Adderly & Larry LaFond U Downtown
7:30 pm - Roman Gabriel & Iris Rodriguez U Westside
8 pm - Clara Phillips
11 pm - Vietnamese Mass
12 Midnight - Gene Putscher

U Downtown
Westside
U Downtown

NO CHILDCARE AVAILABLE ON CHRISTMAS EVE!

TRAVELING?

For nationwide Mass times and locations,
call 1-800-Mass-Times (1-800-627-7846)
or visit www.masstimes.org
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Father Jim celebrated our first Mass in Italy on All Saints'
Day upon the roof of our hotel. This was an amazing site
to behold, with St. Peter's dome lit up behind the altar. It
was dim, cool, and wonderful as the bells from Vatican
City and other Basilicas around Rome were ringing during
the Mass. As our small group heard the readings from
Revelation and 1 John, then the Gospel of Matthew, I had
tears in my eyes as I felt it was one of the most beautiful
and peaceful Masses I had ever attended. We were forty
souls on a pilgrimage of faith as we reflected on what it
meant to us individually.
St. Peter's dome reminded me that “You are Peter and on
this rock I will build my church.” The bells reminded me
that they call the faithful to Mass. It might have been a
funeral bell, as the church bells can also be rung in celebration, as I believe was the case since it was All Saints'
Day. The readings and the Gospel reminded me that it is
the Word of the Lord, given to us by God to live by. My
fellow pilgrims reminded me that many before us have
been following the footsteps of Christ for centuries. The
cross on the altar reminded me that Christ died for our
sins. It was all very humbling.
Although we later saw some of the most Holy and beautiful Catholic sites in Italy, for me that Mass on top of our
hotel on that first night was a very special and spiritual
way to take the first step on this pilgrimage. Thank you,
Father Jim for being our Good Shepherd on this journey
of faith.
Richard Keeter

www.saintmichaelparish.org

Catholic
Question:

If someone attends Christmas Eve Vigil Mass to celebrate Christmas, can they
meet two Mass obligations by attending one Mass this year?
Well, no. Since Christmas is a Solemnity, the Vigil starts in the evening on
Sunday and the Mass cannot be counted as the 4th Sunday of Advent. The two
Masses cannot be combined since there are different liturgical prayers for each.

Fulfill Your Christmas Mass Obligation
Choose one Mass for the 4th Sunday of Advent and one Mass
for Christmas from the schedule below to fulfill your obligation.

Advent

Christmas

4th Sunday of Advent – Dec. 23/24

Christmas – Dec. 24/25

Downtown:
Saturday 5 pm, Sunday 7:30 am,
9:30 am (no 11:30 Mass)

Downtown:
Sunday 5 pm, 8 pm, midnight
Monday 9:30 am, 11:30 am

Westside:
Sunday 8:30 am (no 10:30 am Mass)

Westside
Sunday 5 pm, 7:30 pm

WHAT DOES HOSPITALITY MEAN TO YOU?
• A welcoming greeting?
• Could it be an introduction?
• A smile of recognition?
• Showing a genuine appreciation
that you are there?
• A person engaging with you?
• People giving you a feeling that
you belong?
• Witnessing happiness of others
that there is a belonging?

www.saintmichaelparish.org
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STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE
Pastoral Year 2017-2018
Donations Received as of December 10, 2017
Sunday Stewardship

$ 5 5 ,1 9 6

Online Stewardship Giving

$22,210

Sunday Loose Donations

$2,020

Holy Days

$233

Youth (Little House)

$89

Total Offertory Collection Received
Year to Date Received

$79,748
$ 1 , 4 3 2 ,7 4 4

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL URGENT REQUEST

TEXT TO GIVE

(360) 523-7408

DOWNLOAD OUR APP AT: myparishapp.com

It is very cold out there and the St. Vincent De Paul Clothing
Bank and Pregnancy Aid are in urgent need of coats – all ages
and sizes, new or gently used. If you can help, please bring
your donations to the drop-off shed at the downtown campus.

LAST WEEK – CHRISTMAS GIVING TREE
For the first time, we have not been able to meet the needs of
participants (downtown only). Please grab a Giving Tree tag in
the Gathering Space. This is the last weekend! Please return
the gift to the parish office by Monday so they can be properly
distributed. We thank you and those in need thank you.

WATCH THE MARIAN EVENT THAT
TRANSFORMED THE WORLD!
Over the course of four days in 1531, the Virgin Mary appeared
to an indigenous convert named Juan Diego and ignited an
extraordinary transformation of the Americas.
Enjoy this gripping film featuring interviews with leading theologians, historians, and experts on the scientific inquiries into
the miraculous image that Our Lady left behind.

GET IT AT: saintmichaelparish.org
Made possilbe by your stewardship.
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Watch it today on FORMED!
If you don't yet have FORMED or want to know more about
it, simply visit www.saintmichaelparish.org/learn/formed.
Check out the FORMED app for Android and iOS.

www.saintmichaelparish.org

serve

PLEASE PRAY FOR:

Lessons from Charlie

Serving as a Eucharistic Visitor at a memory care facility
has been such a blessing. I had no idea how much this
ministry would deepen my faith and intensify my prayer
life. I am reminded that my primary focus in this ministry
is to serve God and the desire to serve others simply
grows out of this. There are joys and challenges with this
ministry, but I remind myself that Jesus chose me to do
this work, so I am grateful. Charlie is just one example of
the depth of the gift that comes back to us when we serve
Jesus by loving others, Charlie and I have been getting
to know one another for about two years. In the beginning, he was pretty talkative and full of stories. When we
first met he was 95 years old. Charlie was a reader and
loved to share whatever article he was reading. When
we prayed, Charlie remembered that his parents taught
him to pray.
As time went on, Charlie got quiet. Even as more of his
memory slipped away, he always greeted me with a smile.
He was very intentional in our prayer together even when
he himself was not saying the words. He always received
the Eucharist with gratitude. We prayed and sang and
renewed our relationship with one another and together
grew closer to our Lord. Charlie died this week and it
made me so sad. I will miss our visits. As I sat quietly in
the adoration chapel today, the Holy Spirit reminded me
of my last visit with Charlie. Charlie and I sat at a table
in the activity room, we said the Our Father and the Hail
Mary. He received Holy Communion and in his distinct
style, Charlie thanked me for bringing Jesus to him. As
I was getting up to leave a staff aide brought another of
the Catholic residents to the table. This was a new resident whom I had only met once before. She and I chatted
for a few minutes, then we prayed and she received the
Eucharist. As soon as she received the Host, Charlie who
was sitting across the table from us, clapped and smiled
with great joy.
That’s the way I remember him. Thanks for the lesson,
Charlie.

Hilary Borngesser
Ella Michael
Pat O'Neill
Joseph Lario
Robert Kelly
Migi Armenteros
Garrett Milhoan
Diane Larson Brooks
Armando Fernandes
Jack Ardner
Matthew Krug
Ryan Swan
Alacia
Joe McGlothlan
Hector Sanchez
Eric McDonald
Breanna Taylor
Amanda Brown
Joseph Frank
Fr. Mike McDermott
Eric McDonald
Andrew McAlister
Kent Hutchinson
Joan Cross
Chi & Lan Nguyen
Jan Putnam
Gerry McLaughlin
Ann Rook
Rahul Dusane
Jolane Zander
Lisa Zander
Bill Wiskirken
Florence Sullins
June Merritt
Robert Clark
Jean Clare
Shantell Rodriguez
Janette Akehurst
Rosanne Burns
Sarah Rensel
Bruce & Betty Davidson
Maryann McLaughlin
Tami Grant
CJ Olsen

Mary Anderson
Doris Diehl
Kathleen Trepanier
Teresa LaBouff Family
Timea
Lori Preuss
V. L. Patrick family
Ida Heger
Marge Pool
Paul Schumacher
Laurie Bassett
Van Thi Thu Nguyen
Huy Phu Hang
Terry Tallman
Constance Roy
June Francis
Joey Lynn Benck
Bill Wilcox
Amy Pulido
Lisa Schramm
Rita Rutigliano
Pati Leininger
Jeana & Michael Knight
Mariah Farmer-Grace
Rudy Enriquez
Ed Swan
Ron Rebers
Dorene Naccarato
Grace & Bob
Mary Flury
Ernie Ang
Thelma Ang
Marty Bucklin
Ingrid Turner
Tiff Barrett
Carmelo Malkasian
John
Laura Hackstadt
Stacy Spears
Whitney Leckenby
Ron Ragan
Tom Ragan
Theresa Ragan
Patricia Lee Cody

To submit prayer requests, call the Parish Office at
(360) 754-4667 or submit your request via our
website under the Contact menu.
If you or someone you know is homebound and wishes to receive Holy Communion, please call:
Benedetta Reece at (360) 292-7143 or Dcn. Terry
Barber at Sacred Heart Parish at (360) 491-0890.

www.saintmichaelparish.org
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adult
December 24 & 31: No EDGE or Life Teen

grow

PROGRAMS AT SMP
WHO AM I TO JUDGE:

Responding to Relativism with Logic and Love

NATIVITY XLT – DECEMBER 17

Join Life Teen and EDGE after the 5 pm Mass for a Holy Hour and
behold Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. Come and See!

EVERYONE IS INVITED!
This night is also an Intensive for teens in Confirmation One.

In an age in which preference has replaced morality, many
people find it difficult to speak the truth, afraid of the
reactions they will receive if they say something is right
or wrong. Using engaging stories and personal experience, Edward Sri helps us understand the classical view of
morality and equips us to engage relativism, appealing to
both the head and the heart. Learn how Catholic morality
is all about love, why making a judgment is not judging
a person's soul, and why, in the words of Pope Francis,
"relativism wounds people." Topics include:
• Real Freedom, Real Love • Sharing truth with compassion
• Why "I disagree" doesn't mean "I hate you"
Thursdays, 9:30-11:30 am, Parish Center Room 6.
Starting on January 4 for an 8 week study.

ATTENTION JPII
ALUMNI
It's that time of year again –
time for the JPII Day of Service and Christmas Party, and
you're invited to attend! This year the alumni service project
will be landscaping for Rebuilding Together on December 19
from 9:30 am until about noon. We will all gather for Christmas
festivities after the service project.
Please RSVP online at www.popejp2hs.org/alumni
See you there!

Register: www.saintmichaelparish.org/learn/bible-study
Contact: elyons@saintmichaelparish.org or (360) 292-7119

ADULT CONFIRMATION CLASS
Thursdays, 6:30-8:30 pm. Parish Center, Room 7
Runs January 4-April 12, 2018
Register: www.saintmichaelparish.org/sacraments/
confirmation/adult-confirmation
Contact: elyons@saintmichaelparish.org or (360) 292-7119

MASS MINISTRY FOR CHILDREN
Our faith-filled Mass Ministry for Children offers childcare
and faith formation for families with children ages 1 to 9
years of age during the 9:30 am Mass and the 5 pm Life
Teen Mass.
Because of the generous stewardship of our parishioners, this
ministry is offered free of charge. Children are welcomed into
a warm, friendly environment that will inspire them to learn to
pray, grow as disciples, and experience Christian community.

TOGETHER IN GOD'S LOVE

A Catholic Preparation for Marriage
Saint Michael Parish offers an enjoyable preparation process for the Sacrament of Matrimony for those discerning
marriage, engaged, or civilly married couples. The gatherings take place in the home of parishioners creating
a relaxing atmosphere for greater connection between
couples. Married couples who understand the realities of
marriage give presentations on:

St. Mike's Angels
Location: St. Mike's Tikes | Ages 1 - 2 years

• Sacrament of Marriage

St. Mike's Saints
Location: Gathering Space Room 5 | Ages 3 - 5 years

• Theology of the Body

Liturgy of the Word for Children
Dismissal from Mass - Ages K - 5th grade
(Offered at the Westside Chapel at the 10:30am Mass)
Registration forms are required for St. Mike's Angels & Saints
groups (not needed for Liturgy of the Word for Children).
Check-in for Angels & Saints is 15 minutes prior to Mass.
Parents must sign children in and out of the room.
All groups will receive Faith Formation opportunities from a
trained Catechist.
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• Communication
• Domestic Church (Practical tips for a faith filled family)
• Finance & Stewardship
Fridays, April 13-June 1, 6:30-8:30 pm
Register: www.saintmichaelparish.org/sacraments/
marriage
Contact: acasad@saintmichaelparish.org or (360)
292-7127

www.saintmichaelparish.org
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PARISH HEALTH MINISTRY SERIES OF TALKS
The mission of Parish
Health ministry is to promote
not only physical and emotional
health but also to offer a spiritual dimension of care, which is
necessary for the support and
comfort of souls and the healing
of the whole person. Starting in January, this ministry will
offer monthly health presentations promoting prevention,
good food choices and eating habits, physical fitness, spiritual wellness, and more.

Monthly talks will be offered at 10 am on the first Satuday of
the month, following 9 am Mass with Anointing of the Sick
and blessing of religious items.
Stay tuned for the upcoming series of talks, which are free
and open to everyone! Parishioner Donna Banks, oncology certified registered nurse, will lead the first talk: Breast
Cancer/Health 101 on Saturday, January 6 at 10 am. Learn
about the latest in screening guidelines, risk factors, breast
cancer diagnosis/treatment and more.
If you have questions please contact Bene Reece at (360)
489-7634 or breece@saintmichaelparish.org

THANK YOU, FACILITATORS!
The Advent Small Groups session is coming to an end and we
thank all of our dedicated Small Group facilitators! You are a
blessing to your group and the entire parish. We encourage
you all to continue meeting between Advent and Lent and
have materials we can lend to use with your group, including
a variety of DVD sets with study guides from Bishop Barron,
Catholic Encounter, and the Augustine Institute. They will be
available at the Chili Feed.
Save the date: The Small Groups Chili Feed is on Saturday,
January 6 after the 5pm Mass.
If you were not one of the 350+ parishioners who participated
in the Advent Small Groups but are interested in learning
about or joining Small Groups, visit www.saintmichaelparish.
org/learn/small groups.

SAFE ENVIRONMENT TRAINING CLASS

MONDAY, DECEMBER 25

Downstairs in the Multipurpose Room from 1-3 pm.
Bring your favorite dish (or leftover!), family and friends!
Please call or email Bene Reece at breece@saintmichaelparish.org or (360) 292-7143 and let her know how many
are in your group she'll know how many tables to set!

Wednesday, January 3, 6-9 pm in the Parish Center
Register online at www.virtusonline.org and click First-Time
Registrant. For volunteers who have already registered in
Virtus, please log in to your account to sign up for the class.
For more information or for assistance creating a Virtus
account, please call Mona at (360) 292-7141 or mbishop@
saintmichaelparish.org

www.saintmichaelparish.org
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SMP LOGO WEAR AVAILABLE!
SMP Baseball hats, aprons and bags will be available to
parishioners at cost. We are ordering a limited amount so
please contact Bene Reece at breece@saintmichaelparish.
org if interested.
Here is another testimony of the importance of wearing our
faith:
“Today I shopped at the grocery store. I put my items in my
Saint Michael Parish bag. I am honored to use it. When I meet
folks in stores, at the mall or on the golf course that I recognize as St. Michael members, I wave or say hello to them,
even if I don't know their names. Our small faith sharing group
has chosen to meet year round, and have scheduled lunches
together.” – Tim

What a wonderful celebration of the Feast of Our Lady of
Guadalupe on December 12!

Here are some suggestions and projects to continue
taking JUST ONE extra step to share God’s mercy
throughout the year, reaching out to individuals, families,
those who are sick, and the homebound:
•

Write a note to someone you have not heard from in
a long time

•

Bring a card or cookies to neighbors you do not see
frequently

•

Make a phone call/send a note to someone you may
not always get along with.

•

Make cards and bring them to the parish office so
they can be sent to those in need

•

Collect coupons for St Vincent DePaul

•

Collect glasses you do not use any longer and bring
them to St Mike

•

Simplify your life—use fewer resources, remember
to reuse/recycle

•

Donate items you do not need to St Vincent DePaul
Clothing Bank and Pregnancy Aid

•

Donate new white t-shirts, socks, underwear, and
new or gently used (plastic only!) reading glasses all
strengths for the Detention center. Bring them to the
parish office for distribution.

•

Prepare a meal for those unable to do so because
of injuries or other causes (if you cannot deliver it,
someone can pick it up)

•

Treat the person in line behind you or the homeless
outside the door and buy their coffee

•

Keep granola bars and water in your car to give to
homeless by the traffic light: they will bless you

The beauty of helping others is that it fills our hearts
too and creates bonding with others, whatever is their
background, belief, origins and lifestyle may be. For a
complete list of how to serve others in our community
please visit us at www.saintmichaelparish.org and click
on “serve” or contact Bene Reece at breece@saintmichaelparish.org or 360-292-7143

www.saintmichaelparish.org
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