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NORMAL MASS TIMES: 
(Daily Mass times often change – Check schedule on page 3)

Downtown:  
1055 Boundary St. SE
Monday – Thursday: Noon | Friday & Saturday: 9 am  
Saturday: 5 pm | Sunday: 7:30, 9:30 & 11:30 am, 5 pm
Westside Chapel:  
1835 Overhulse Rd. NW
Thursday (1st & 3rd): 6:30 am 
Sunday: 8:30am, 10:30 am 
2nd Sunday: 1:30 pm (Vietnamese)

RECONCILIATION TIMES: 
Thursday: 11 am | Saturday: 9:45 am, 3 pm
PASTOR: 
Fr. Jim Lee
PAROCHIAL VICAR: 
Fr. Cody Ross
DEACONS: 
Rob Rensel 
John Bergford
SEMINARIAN 
Thomas Tran
MISSION

Our mission is to place God first in all things, to pro-
claim the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and to grow in holiness 
through prayer, sacraments, and service.

1208 11th Ave. SE, Olympia 98501 
(360) 754-4667 
www.saintmichaelparish.org

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday – Friday: 9 am - 5 pm 
Sunday 8:30 am - 4:30 pm

CALVARY CEMETERY ext. 138 
3850 Cleveland Ave., Tumwater 98501
ST. MICHAEL SCHOOL (360) 754-5131 
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY 
Mon, Wed, Fri  1-3pm (360) 352-7554
CLOTHING BANK  
Tues & Sat 9-11am, Thur. 6:30-8pm
PREGNANCY AID   (360) 956-7413  
M, T, Th, Fri  2-4pm, Wed. 9am-Noon
ST. MIKE’S TIKES  (360) 586-1585
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“Oh Lord, you are our 
Father; we are the clay and 
you are the potter: we are all 
the work of your hands.”
My dear sisters and brothers,
With these beautiful words 
from the prophet Isaiah, we 
enter into this holy season 
of Advent. Once again 
the Church invites us into 
the unfolding mystery of 
God’s plan of redemption. 
Throughout these weeks of 
Advent, which is short this 
year, we will hear Jesus invit-
ing us to “watch,” “prepare,” 
and “pray.”
In our busy and frenetic culture 
it is all too easy to get caught 
up in the shopping frenzy of 
“the holidays,” which have little 
or no reference to the mystery 
of the Incarnation. Therefore 
we must make extra effort 
to focus our time on the gift 
that the Church offers during 
Advent. It is a gift of incredi-
bly beautiful daily readings at 
Mass. It is the ever-growing 
lights of the Advent wreath 
dispersing the darkness 
not just of winter nights but 
the darkness of sin. It is the 
opportunity to celebrate the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation, 
humbly acknowledging the sin 
we have done and the good 
we have failed to do.
Here at Saint Michael Parish 
we are also graced during this 
Advent season to participate 

in our Christmas Giving pro-
gram both at the Westside 
and downtown. Please check 
the bulletin for ways that you 
can help those who are so in 
need in the wider community 
of Thurston County.
We are also invited to partic-
ipate in being hosts for our 
homeless Men’s Shelter. The 
men are also in need of socks 
and hand warmers. Again, 
check further in the bulletin 
on ways you can assist or by 
contacting Brandon Jones.

“When I was a stranger, you 
welcomed me.”

This line from last week’s 
Gospel (Matt. 25:35) on the 
feast of Christ our Lord, King 
of the Universe, is an appropri-
ate Scripture for these weeks 
of Advent when we will focus 
on the virtue of hospitality. 
Our first Strategic Initiative 
from our strategic plan, Vision 
2026 states: “Enhance the 
Sunday Experience by creat-
ing a welcoming atmosphere 
from the parking lot to the pew 
where everyone is a hospital-
ity minister.”

During these four weeks of 
Advent, Fr. Cody and I will be 
preaching about the meaning 
of transformational hospitality 
rooted in sacred Scripture in 
the very act of God’s creation. 
To reach out and welcome the 
stranger in our midst, which 
many times is the person 
sitting in the pew next to us, 
behind us or in front of us is 
not just a nice thing to do. It is 
rather a command given to us 
by God since all are children 
of God.

In today’s Gospel, Jesus 
invites us to be watchful. This 
applies not only to the end 
times, but we are invited to be 
watchful for the stranger in our 
midst, the person we do not 
know, the one who is by them-
selves or the harried parent 
struggling to attend to their 
squirming child or children or 
someone simply trying to find 
a spot in our pew. A way to be 
hospitable is to either slide 
down in the pew to make room 
or to get up step into the aisle 
and allow them to pass easily. 
It also means a smile, looking 
them in the eye and a simple 
“good morning,” or “welcome, 
I’m glad you’re here.”
As the Body of Christ, we are 
not simply isolated individu-
als, but rather united in Christ 
through the Holy Spirit. We 
are sisters and brothers in 
Christ Jesus, members of his 
Mystical Body, the Church. It 
is not optional to offer hospi-
tality, but rather the command 
that Jesus gives to us to “love 
one another as I have loved 
you.”
Fr. Cody and I invite you 
during this Advent season to 
lovingly go out of your way 
to be extraordinarily hospita-
ble to one another, to be “on 
the watch” for ways that you 
can reach out, take initiative, 
be that welcoming pres-
ence to our faith community. 
Transformational hospitality 
is meant for us all, to change 
all our hearts and our behav-
iors so that as St. Paul says, 
we may truly be the Body of 
Christ for one another and for 
the world.
In Christ I love you,

"To reach out and welcome 
the stranger in our midst, 
which many times is the 
person sitting in the pew 
next to us, behind us or 
in front of us is not just a 
nice thing to do. It is rather 
a command given to us by 
God since all are children 
of God."

December 3, 2017 - 1st Sunday of Advent

Fr. Jim Lee
Pastor
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worship

12/4 MONDAY

12 noon - Wayne Sergent U

12/5 TUESDAY 

12 noon - Les Janz U

12/6 WEDNESDAY

12 noon - Altar Society members, living & deceased

12/7 THURSDAY 

6:30 am - Vanni Mariotti U

12 noon - Maxine Dare U

12/8 FRIDAY

9 am - Clara Phillips U

10:45 am - Mass at Mother Joseph cancelled
12 noon - Barney Rinkel U

5:30 pm - Pete Fielding

12/9 SATURDAY

9 am - Ann Rook U

5 pm - Keith Corcoran U

12/10 SUNDAY

7:30 am - Elenita Morles Summerfield U

8:30 am - Art Mulka U Westside
9:30 am - Frank Gallagher U

10:30 am - Steve Pool U Westside
11:30 am - Ed, Bev & Kathy Hulbert U

5 pm - People of Saint Michael Parish

MASS SCHEDULE & INTENTIONS

Traveling? For nationwide Mass times and locations, call 1-800-Mass-Times (1-800-627-7846) or visit www.masstimes.org

CHRISTMAS CHILDREN'S CHOIR
The Saint Michael's Children's Choir is open to all kids ages 
5-18 with an interest in singing at the downtown Christmas 
Eve Mass on Sunday, December 24 at 5 pm. 
No audition is necessary! Rehearsals are held weekly on 
Thursday evenings, 6-6:45 pm in the downtown church 
beginning November 30. 
Contact Andrew Goldstein, Steward for Music Ministry, to reg-
ister at agoldstein@saintmichaelparish.org.

CHRISTMAS EVE LIVING GOSPEL
All-call for children in K through 5th grade who are interested 
in participating in the Living Gospel tableau at the 5 pm 
Christmas Eve Mass downtown. You are invited to be a part 
of the Christmas story as it comes alive!
Commitment includes three rehearsals and early arrival on 
Christmas Eve: Rehearsals will be from 6-7 pm on Monday, 
Wednesday, and Thursday, December 18, 20, and 21.
Contact Ann Ashe at aashe@saintmichaelparish.org or (360) 
292-7112 by December 10 to participate.

SIMBANG GABI
Sunday, December 17 at the 11:30 am Mass

SMP will host a Simbang Gabi to honor the Blessed Virgin 
Mary as she prayerfully awaits the birth of Christ. Like Mary, 
we wish to prepare a spiritual place for Jesus. Sacred Heart 
Choir will sing the music in Tagalog and English.

FIESTA FOR OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE
Saint Michael Parish cordially invites you to a traditional event 
honoring Our Lady of Guadalupe, Mother of the Americas, on 
Tuesday, December 12 at the downtown church. 
The Mañanitas (Welcoming of the Day) and Rosary begin at 
6:30 am followed by Mass at 7:30 am. Fr. Justin McCreedy 
and Deacon Arturo Ramirez will preside. Come and join in 
the festivities that will include indigenous dancers, Mariachis, 
and traditional food. 
A reception will be hosted by the Hispanic community imme-
diately after the Mass in the Gathering Space. For more 
information please call Elizabeth Lyons at (360) 754-4667 or 
Jane Villanueva at (360) 489-0895.
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MASS MINISTRY FOR CHILDREN 
Our faith-filled Mass Ministry for Children offers childcare 
and faith formation for families with children ages 1 to 9 
years of age during the 9:30 am Mass and the 5 pm Life 
Teen Mass. 
Because of the generous stewardship of our parishioners, this 
ministry is offered free of charge. Children are welcomed into 
a warm, friendly environment that will inspire them to learn to 
pray, grow as disciples, and experience Christian community.
St. Mike's Angels 
Location: St. Mike's Tikes | Ages 1 - 2 years
St. Mike's Saints  
Location: Gathering Space Room 5 | Ages 3 - 5 years
Liturgy of the Word for Children  
Dismissal from Mass - Ages K - 5th grade 
(Offered at the Westside Chapel at the 10:30am Mass) 
Registration forms are required for St. Mike's Angels & Saints 
groups (not needed for Liturgy of the Word for Children). 
Check-in for Angels & Saints is 15 minutes prior to Mass.  
Parents must sign children in and out of the room.
All groups will receive Faith Formation opportunities from a 
trained Catechist.

ST. MICHAEL SCHOOL GIFT CARDS
St. Michael School will again sell gift cards in the downtown 
Gathering Space on Sunday, December 10. The Gift Card 
Program (SCRIP) is a fundraiser for the school and offers gift 
cards for over 50 popular stores, the same gift cards you see 
in stores that you normally purchase to give to others. Each 
gift card has a rebate percentage that goes directly to the 
school upon purchase. 
They will be set up next to the Giving Tree in the Gathering 
Space so you can support both the school and the community 
at once! Cards can be purchased with cash or check.

If someone attends Christmas Eve Vigil Mass to celebrate Christmas, can they 
meet two Mass obligations by attending one Mass this year?

Well, no. Since Christmas is a Solemnity, the Vigil starts in the evening on 
Sunday and the Mass cannot be counted as the 4th Sunday of Advent. The two 
Masses cannot be combined since there are different liturgical prayers for each.

Catholic  
Question:

Fulfill Your Christmas Mass Obligation

Choose one Mass for the 4th Sunday of Advent and one Mass  
for Christmas from the schedule below to fulfill your obligation.

Advent Christmas

4th Sunday of Advent – Dec. 23/24
Downtown:  
Saturday 5 pm, Sunday 7:30 am, 
9:30 am (no 11:30 Mass)
Westside:  
Sunday 8:30 am (no 10:30 am Mass)

Christmas – Dec. 24/25
Downtown: 
Sunday 5 pm, 8 pm, midnight 
Monday 9:30 am, 11:30 am
Westside 
Sunday 5 pm, 7:30 pm
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DOWNLOAD OUR APP AT: myparishapp.com

give

TEXT TO GIVE
(360) 523-7408

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE

Pastoral Year 2017-2018
Donations Received as of November 26, 2017

Sunday Stewardship $32,983

Online Stewardship Giving $23,894

Sunday Loose Donations $1,750

Holy Days $90

Youth (Little House) $76

Total Offertory Collection Received $58,792

Year to Date Received $1 ,267,771

Total Donations Needed $1 ,356,769

Ahead/Behind Goal $88,998

ST. VINCENT DE 
PAUL COLLECTION
Next Week !   

Without you the work of the 
St. Vincent De Paul Society 
in Olympia could not happen. 
Your donations help people 
stay in their home and 
maintain their medical pre-

scriptions. There will be a collection for SVDP after all Masses 
next weekend. Donations can also be delivered directly to 
SVDP during office hours 1-3 pm, M-W-F. Thank-you for your 
generous and prayerful support.

CHRISTMAS GIVING RETURNS TO 
DOWNTOWN!
December 2/3 and 9/10. 

The Christmas Giving gift tags downtown support St. Mike's 
Tykes, Drexel House residents, and Catholic Community 
Services clients.
Each tag will list the recipient's gender and age and a "wish 
list" of one to three gifts. Please choose a tag and purchase 
one or more of the gifts on the wish list. Return the gift(s) with 
the original gift tag securely attached to the same place you 
picked up the tag.
Since downtown and Westside support different organiza-
tions, it is very important that gifts are returned to the same 
place the tag came from. 
All downtown gifts must be returned to the Christmas 
Giving tree by Sunday, December 17.

CHRISTMAS GIVING – WESTSIDE
Last weekend to pick up a gift tag

We started out with 121 tags and have given out 103. We have 
a few tags left that will be available after Mass. 
Christmas Giving at the Westside Chapel supports the chil-
dren of the Tumwater School District. The program started at 
the Southside in 1995 and moved to the Westside in 2003. 
Since then, you've provided gifts for about 130 children from 
low income families each year.
As with the downtown process, each tag will list the recipi-
ent's gender and age and a "wish list" of one to three gifts. 
Please choose a tag and purchase one or more of the gifts 
on the wish list.
Please remember to return gifts to the Westside  next 
Sunday.

986 parishioners have responded. 
$4,245,569.68 has been pledged. 
$914,500.59 has been collected.

AS OF 
NOV. 29
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serve

LaToya Quinn 
Dennis Shoemaker 
Theresa Ragan 
Jo P. 
Barbara Jean Smith 
Janet & Ken Vetter 
Don Alder 
Hilary Borngesser 
Ella Michael 
Pat O'Neill 
Joseph Lario 
Robert Kelly 
Migi Armenteros 
Garrett Milhoan 
Diane Larson Brooks 
Armando Fernandes 
Jack Ardner 
Matthew Krug 
Ryan Swan 
Alacia 
Joe McGlothlan 
Hector Sanchez 
Eric McDonald 
Breanna Taylor 
Amanda Brown 
Joseph Frank 
Fr. Mike McDermott 
Eric McDonald 
Andrew McAlister 
Kent Hutchinson 
Joan Cross 
Chi & Lan Nguyen 
Jan Putnam 
Gerry McLaughlin 
Ann Rook 
Rahul Dusane 
Jolane Zander 
Lisa Zander 
Bill Wiskirken 
Florence Sullins 
June Merritt 
Robert Clark 
Jean Clare 
Shantell Rodriguez 

Janette Akehurst 
Rosanne Burns 
Sarah Rensel 
Bruce & Betty Davidson 
Maryann McLaughlin 
Tami Grant 
CJ Olsen 
Mary Anderson 
Doris Diehl 
Kathleen Trepanier 
Teresa LaBouff Family 
Timea 
Lori Preuss 
V. L. Patrick family 
Ida & Leo Heger 
Marge Pool 
Paul Schumacher 
Laurie Bassett 
Van Thi Thu Nguyen 
Huy Phu Hang 
Terry Tallman 
Constance Roy 
June Francis 
Joey Lynn Benck 
Bill Wilcox 
Amy Pulido 
Lisa Schramm 
Rita Rutigliano 
Pati Leininger 
Carmen McHugh 
Jeana & Michael Knight 
Mariah Farmer-Grace 
Rudy Enriquez 
Ed Swan 
Ron Rebers 
Dorene Naccarato 
Grace & Bob 
Mary Flury 
Ernie Ang 
Thelma Ang 
Marty Bucklin 
Ingrid Turnert 
Tiff Barrett 
Carmelo Malkasian

PLEASE PRAY FOR:

To submit prayer requests, call the Parish Office at 
(360) 754-4667 or submit your request via our  
website under the Contact menu.
If you or someone you know is homebound and wish-
es to receive Holy Communion, please call:  
Benedetta Reece at (360) 292-7143 or Dcn. Terry  
Barber at Sacred Heart Parish at (360) 491-0890.

COOKIES & SOCKS DRIVE
Wanted: Cookies and white socks to be shared with those 
incarcerated this Christmas  throughout the greater WA area.
Each year Saint Michael parishioners contribute cookies and 
socks to the Chaplain at the Thurston County Jail who pro-
vides bags of Christmas cheer for men and women at five WA 
state jails. Please contribute if you can.  Drop off the cookies 
and socks to the Parish Office Dec 14–19 (before 4pm).
Questions? Contact Bene Reece at (360) 292-7143 or breece@
saintmichaelparish.org.

THANK YOU, CARRIE!
A huge shout-out and thank you to Carrie Cortes-Monroy, 
one of our key Catechesis of the Good Shepherd volunteers! 
Check out the complete NW Catholic article on Carrie and the 
work she's doing at our website under SMP News!

The EDGE kids filled 60 stockings with supplies for new moms  
in an effort to support Pregnancy Aid! 
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grow

PRIORY PROGRAMS
Introduction to a Prayer Practice for those in 12 Step 
Programs: The Method of Centering Prayer 

Saturday January 6th, 2018 9:00am - 3:30pm 
The Mission: We are 12 Step People who practice Centering 
Prayer as our 11th Step and pass it on to others in 12 Step 
Recovery.
Centering Prayer can help deepen our application of the 12 
Steps generally, and the 11th Step specifically, through daily 
immersion in prayer and meditation. We believe that when 
applied as a daily supplement to the 12 Steps, Centering 
Prayer opens us to the deepest dimension of spirituality.
Fee: Donation at door
Contact: Janice at (360) 438-2595 or visit www.stplacid.org.

Here are some Advent suggestions and projects to continue 
taking JUST ONE extra step to share God’s mercy throughout 
the year, reaching out to individuals, families, those who are 
sick, and the homebound:
• Write a note to someone you have not heard from in a 

long time.
• Bring a card or cookies to neighbors you do not see 

frequently.
• Make a phone call/send a note to someone you may not 

always get along with.
• Collect coupons for St. Vincent De Paul.
• Collect eyeglasses you do not use any longer and bring 

them to SMP.
• Simplify your life—use fewer resources, remember to 

reuse/recycle.
• Donate items you do not need to the St. Vincent De Paul 

Clothing Bank and Pregnancy Aid.
• Donate new white t-shirts, socks, underwear, and new or 

gently used (plastic only!) reading glasses (all strengths) 
for the Detention Ministry. Bring them to the parish office 
for distribution.

• Prepare a meal for those unable to do so because of 
injury or other causes (if you cannot deliver it, someone 
can pick it up).

• Treat the person in line behind you or the homeless out-
side the door and buy their coffee.

• Keep granola bars and water in your car to give to the 
homeless at intersections. 

The beauty of helping others is that it fills our hearts, too and 
creates bonds with others, whatever their background, belief, 
origins and lifestyle.  
For a complete list of how to serve others in our community 
please visit us at www.saintmichaelparish.org/serve or con-
tact  Bene Reece at breece@saintmichaelparish.org or (360) 
292-7143.

TRAVELING STATUE OF MARY
If you are interested in hosting the traveling statue of Mary 
for two weeks, please contact Kathy Arnold at gmakaffey@
yahoo.com or (360) 870-5901.

FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY UPDATE
New dates for FPU will be coming soon – stay tuned! In the 
meantime, here is a comment from one of our alumni: 
"I was so excited to pay my bills yesterday - what a changeup 
from people who dread paying their bills! I switched a long 
time ago to being grateful when I paid my bills, but to be 
excited because I am making headway and to know exactly 
what I have and where it is assigned to go – no worries or 
guessing  about if I will have gas or grocery money if I pay 
my utilities – FPU has truly been a blessing!"

December 3: "She said Yes!" The annunciation: dive deeper 
into Mary's yes to being the Mother of Jesus
December 10: "She'll be coming around the mountain." The 
Visitation: Understanding Advent

December 3: Foundations. This Life Night challenges teens 
to examine the foundations they have built their lives upon. 
It presents Jesus Christ as the true foundation for their lives, 
built at their baptism.
December 10: Immaculata. The goal of Immaculata is to 
demonstrate that Mary plays an important role in salvation 
history and that she never ceases to lead us to her son.
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WEEK 5 ~ SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
In this week's gospel, John the Baptist is the herald of the good 
news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. John calls us to repentance, 
to go deeper in our faith, to be better people and disciples of 
Jesus. In this week's video, Fr. Jim encourages us to use our 'God 
Sightings' to be able to recognize, as John did, who Jesus truly is 
and where he breaks into our lives over and over again. Fr. Jim 
entreats us to be attentive to those opportunities for repentance 
that John calls us to. He asks that we:
• Take time for reading daily scripture throughout Advent
• Come to the Sacrament of Reconciliation 
• Focus not on the business of the season, but on a true 

preparation of our hearts for the coming of the Lord Jesus 
at Christmas.

Save the Date: The annual Small Groups Chili Feed will be held 
on Saturday, January 6 in the Gathering Space following the 5 
pm Mass.
If you were unable to join the 300+ parishioners preparing 
for Advent in small groups, you can follow along by using the 
reflection sheets and Fr. Jim/Fr. Cody's videos posted on the 
website at saintmichaelparish.org/learn/small groups. Click 
on Resources. 
Contact: Michaela Moreau at smp.smallgroups@gmail.com

GRIEF SUPPORT
There is still time to register!

Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton Grief Support Group is for those 
who are grieving and carry a heavy heart for any reason, not 
just  the loss of a loved one. The upcoming cycle of 8 consec-
utive weekly meetings started Saturday, December 2 from 10 
am-12 noon, Parish Center Room 9.
Whether present events brought grief to you or you are car-
rying the pain of grief from long ago; whether faith brings you 
support while grieving or grief causes your faith to tremble, 
please join us. We gather to learn about the grief process, 
support one another, and share our thoughts and feelings, 
sustained by our faith and enlightened by Christ. All meetings 
are FREE. No need to be a parishioner or Catholic to attend. 
If you or someone you know would benefit from participating, 
or if you have any questions, please contact Bene Reece at 
(360) 292-7143 or breece@saintmichaelparish.org.

Date Night
Friday, December 15

6:30 - 9:30 pm | Space is limited!

RSVP by December 1 
Include names and ages of your children 

elyons@saintmichaelparish.org

Saint Michael Parish

Need a night out to regroup during the busy holiday season? 
Let SMP childcare staff watch the children.

MONDAY, DECEMBER 25  
Downstairs in the Multipurpose Room from 1-3 pm. 

Bring your favorite dish (or leftover!), family and friends!
Please call or email Bene Reece at breece@saintmichael-
parish.org  or (360) 292-7143 and let her know how many 
are in your group she'll know how many tables to set!

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 15

IN NEED OF A WALKER?
We have a brand new walker with a seat, brakes and wheels 
available to borrow. 
Contact: 
Bene Reece at (360) 292-7143 or  
breece@saintmichaelparish.org



www.saintmichaelparish.org 9

share

Each time we come together 
for the celebration of the lit-
urgy, the priest takes the 
bread and wine brought for-
ward by the faithful and prays, 
“Blessed are you, Lord God of 
all creation, for through your 
goodness we have received 
the bread we offer you: fruit of 
the earth and work of human 
hands, it will become for us the 
bread of life.”

This simple prayer which con-
cludes the Presentation of the 
Gifts makes us aware of all 
those relationships into which 
we are enmeshed by our very 
human nature. As we acclaim 
“Blessed be God forever” our 
worship makes us aware of 
and invites us to make holy 
these relationships that oth-
erwise often remain implicit. 
Condensed into the symbols of 
bread and wine is the invitation 
to all mankind to reconcile and 
be in right relationship with 
one another as laborers and 
recipients of gift, as producers 
and consumers, and ultimately 
as the people God has chosen 
for himself to be as one body a 
Sacrament, an outward sign, of 
the divine reality being made 
manifest.

We cannot be this image of 
Christ for the world unless we 
are in right relationship with 
one another and with all cre-
ation. For, as Jesus taught us, 
“if you bring your gift to the 
altar, and there recall that your 
brother has anything against 
you, leave your gift there at 
the altar, go first and be rec-
onciled with your brother, and 
then come and offer your gift 
(Matthew 5:23-24). It is only 
when we have cooperated 
with Christ to heal our broken 
relationships that we can then 
come forward and receive 
his broken body that recon-
ciles us with the Father. Every 
time we present the gifts for 
the Mass we have thrust in 

front of us not simply another 
foodstuff or commodity, but 
the very embodiment of our 
relationships to the soil, to the 
environment, and to all God’s 
creatures with whom we have 
been placed in this garden as 
stewards.

In the late nineteenth and 
early twentieth centuries, 
the emerging social sciences 
brought the tools needed not 
only to see the relationships 
between persons mediated 
by the market and civil soci-
ety but also opened the way 
for the Church to articulate 
what has come to be known 
as Catholic Social Teaching 
focused on the intrinsic dig-
nity of the human person 
within such social milieu. Thus 
our “full, conscious and active 
participation” (SC 14) in the lit-
urgy of the Eucharist stirs us 
to pursue justice as we come 
to the altar with bread and 
wine which are the “work of 
human hands,” willing even to 
sacrifice more of our means in 
order to make sure that I am 
in right relationship with those 
laborers whose very dignity 
is embodied in every product 
they craft.

In the last century the eco-
logical sciences have, in a 
similar way, brought the tools 
needed not only to see the 
relationships between us and 
our environment but also have 
begun to invite us into theolog-
ical reflection on our duty as 
stewards of God’s creation. 
Our worship invites us to cul-
tivate and tend the great gift 
of the earth which God has 
entrusted to us as we see in 
these “fruits of the earth” our 
human cooperation with divine 
bounty. We taste in the wine 
the very terroir, not simply the 
soil but all that shaped the 
land, that which watered and 
nourished the vine, and sweet-
ness of the sun.

Such awareness of the pro-
fundity of the mysteries we 
celebrate planted within me 
the yearning to live the liturgy 
more fully, to respond to this 
Eucharistic invitation to be 
in right relationship with my 
fellow faithful, the poor, and all 
people as well as to cultivate 
right relationship with creation 
so that I might be oriented to 
receive the grace of right rela-
tionship to God. Here are five 
simple things I have found to 
build relationship with the land:

Get to know your food from 
its roots. Although I live on 
our small farm outside of town 
where I raise heritage breed 
Jacob Sheep and keep free-
range laying hens, my family 
still relies almost exclusively on 
purchased food. Subscribing 
to a Community-Supported 
Agriculture (CSA) has been 
a great way for our family to 
spend time at and be invested 
in a farm in our area.

Celebrate the seasons. The 
liturgical year is not meant to be 
celebrated only in the church. 
Eating what is in season for 
your location begins building 
traditions that associate par-
ticular foods with particular 
celebrations. The harmony 
between the liturgical seasons 
and the rhythms of harvest are 
not accidental. You might even 
encourage your parish to have 
your annual celebration asso-
ciated with local fruits rather 
than fungible foodstuffs.

Grow something. Anything. 
Start simple and practice the 
stability and long-duration 
planning needed to follow a 
plant through a whole year. 
As you spend time growing 
a crop or a flower you begin 
to develop a relationship with 
and can stand in astonished 
wonder of the life God has 
brought about. Soon you’ll 
notice that plants have rela-
tionships with one another, 
the living wonder we call 
soil, wildlife or livestock, and 
humans. Fostering these is 
what companion planting or 

permaculture guilds are all 
about. What is now known as 
biomimicry is the recognition 
that God reveals something of 
himself in the beautiful order 
of his handiworks, The Book of 
Nature as medieval Christians 
called this companion to the 
scriptures, from which we can 
learn how to better order our 
world.

Support sustainability. We’re 
used to checking only one 
bottom line when we’re plan-
ning projects, whether at our 
parishes, in our home owners’ 
association, or at our chil-
dren’s schools. But we should 
add two more bottom lines: 
sustainability and fostering 
community relationships. It is 
great to do specific “green” 
events but it is all the more 
important to make all of our 
works sustainable. One area 
we often do not think to check 
is our investments and retire-
ment funds. Make sure you 
aren’t leveraging your own 
money against your efforts in 
sustainability.

Always think about people. 
We are called to stand in sol-
idarity with all people, to put 
ourselves in the others' shoes.  
In a particular way our build-
ing relationship with the land 
manifests itself in care for immi-
grants, supporting Fair Trade, 
and listening to the needs and 
wisdom of local farmers. Peter 
Maurin, Dorothy Day’s advi-
sor, developed his idea for a 
Catholic Worker Farm from 
his keen awareness of the 
relationship between rampant 
urban unemployment and the 
degradation of the land taking 
place following the depres-
sion. Our relationship to God 
is opened up to us, is made 
incarnate, in our relationship 
to one another and to the land 
which we share and inhabit.

Andrew Casad is Steward 
for Christian Initiation and 
Matrimony at SMP.

This article originally appeared 
in the Winter 2012 issue of 
Catholic Rural Life.
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