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NORMAL MASS TIMES: 
(Daily Mass times often change – Check schedule on page 3)

Downtown:  
1055 Boundary St. SE
Monday – Thursday: Noon | Friday & Saturday: 9 am  
Saturday: 5 pm | Sunday: 7:30, 9:30 & 11:30 am, 5 pm
Westside Chapel:  
1835 Overhulse Rd. NW
Thursday (1st & 3rd): 6:30 am 
Sunday: 8:30am, 10:30 am 
2nd Sunday: 1:30 pm (Vietnamese)

RECONCILIATION TIMES: 
Thursday: 11 am | Saturday: 9:45 am, 3 pm
PASTOR: 
Fr. Jim Lee
PAROCHIAL VICAR: 
Fr. Cody Ross
DEACONS: 
Rob Rensel 
John Bergford

MISSION

Our mission is to place God first in all things, to pro-
claim the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and to grow in holiness 
through prayer, sacraments, and service.

1208 11th Ave. SE, Olympia 98501 
(360) 754-4667 
www.saintmichaelparish.org

OFFICE HOURS (Summer hours)

Monday – Thursday: 9 am - 5 pm 
Friday: 9 am - 12 Noon (closed weekends)

CALVARY CEMETERY ext. 138 
3850 Cleveland Ave., Tumwater 98501
ST. MICHAEL SCHOOL (360) 754-5131 
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY 
Mon, Wed, Fri  1-3pm (360) 352-7554
CLOTHING BANK  
Tues & Sat 9-11am, Thur. 6:30-8pm
PREGNANCY AID   (360) 956-7413  
M, T, Th, Fri  2-4pm, Wed. 9am-Noon
ST. MIKE’S TIKES  (360) 586-1585
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“THE KINGDOM OF 
HEAVEN…”
Last week, this and next, 
we hear Jesus’ parables 
about the kingdom of 
heaven. A parable is a true-
to-life symbolic story that 
surprises its hearers with 
its message, often having 
an unexpected twist.

We live in the world but our 
goal is heaven. The seed 
of God’s life is planted in 
our souls at baptism yet is 
lived among the weeds of 
the evils of this world. The 
seed of God’s Word, God’s 
life, falls on all types of soil 
in our souls. Some days 
we are so receptive and 
we bear fruit of patience, 
kindness, generosity and 
love. Other days, weeks 
or months, our hearts 
are hard and the birds of 
selfishness, complain-
ing, ridicule, animosity, 
etc. come and snatch the 
seed of God’s Word and 
eat us alive. If we are for-
tunate enough to realize 
we are getting “pecked 
to death” we’ll repent, go 
to confession, apologize 
to our family and friends 
and allow the grace of 
God to clear out the rocks 

and thorns of evil so that 
we can bear the fruit of the 
Holy Spirit: Galatians 5:22.

Being an intentional disci-
ple of Jesus, a seeker of 
the kingdom of heaven 
and not a permanent res-
ident of the kingdom on 
this earth, takes effort, dis-
cipline, determination, and 
community. This is why the 
Church exists, why Jesus 
left us the Sacraments, 
why we need one another 
in order to yield a rich 
harvest.

A suggestion: spend some 
time this week reflecting 
upon these parables of 
Jesus. Share them with 
your family or your small 
group. Pray about what 
might help you grow your 
Catholic faith.

THANK YOU

After more than 30 years 
at Saint Michael Parish, 
Lee Ann Sherman-Fralick 
is retiring as Steward for 
Music Ministry. We give 
thanks to Lee Ann for her 
inspiring music and lead-
ership these past three 
decades. She has helped 
us to pray and lift our 
voices to God in praise 
and thanksgiving week 
after week. To honor her, 
we are having refresh-
ments after the 5 pm Vigil 
Mass on Saturday, July 29. 
There will also be cards 
for folks to express thanks 
and share memories. We 
will collect them into a 
memory book for Lee Ann. 

It is our hope that after 
some much needed rest, 
Lee Ann will continue to 
assist in our parish music 
ministry. Let us hold Lee 
Ann and her family in our 
prayers.

WELCOME
I am grateful to announce 
two new members of our 
parish team. Ann Ashe 
is our new Steward for 
Faith Formation. Ann is 
a member of our parish 
along with her husband 
Dan and son Noah. She 
has a background in 
teaching, catechetics and 
management. We look 
forward to her sharing her 
gifts and leadership with 
us.

Andrew Goldstein is our 
new Steward for Music. 
His degree, training and 
background are in voice 
and choral music. He, his 
wife Eryn and their daugh-
ter Hazel are parishioners. 
He plays piano and guitar. 
He will have an oppor-
tunity this weekend to 
introduce himself at the 
Masses downtown.

The Steward for Life Teen 
and Young Adults is still 
open for applications. We 
hope to be able to fill this 
position within the month. 
Please keep this effort in 
your prayer.

OF THIS AND THAT…
As anyone who owns 
a house is aware, there 
are always projects that 
need to be done and 

maintenance that must 
be tended to in order to 
keep the place in good 
shape. The same is true 
for all of our buildings and 
grounds. I am especially 
grateful to John Grausam, 
our Facilities Director and 
his crew who work dil-
igently and behind the 
scenes week after week to 
keep our facilities in great 
shape.

Here are a few of the things 
they did this past year 
above and beyond just 
regular maintenance. They 
replaced nine exterior 
windows at the Westside 
Chapel and prepped and 
painted both conference 
rooms.  The completed 33 
burials at Calvary Catholic 
Cemetery. They assisted 
in setting up for 43 funeral 
receptions. They installed 
the large video monitors 
in the Gathering Space 
as well as replacing other 
monitors that had failed 
throughout the campus. 

They prepped and painted 
the school gym, replaced 
the electric scoreboard, 
installed new gym wall 
safety pads, assembled 
and installed new vol-
leyball equipment and 
helped remove 13 smart 
boards from the class-
rooms and replaced them 
with state of the art smart 
boards. These are only a 
few of a long list of other 
projects. Let us be thank-
ful for their hard work.

In Christ, I love you.

July 23, 2017 - Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Fr. Jim Lee
Pastor

Pastor's Notebook
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7/24 MONDAY

12 noon - Funeral: Dan Damien U

7/25 TUESDAY

12 noon - Funeral: Gerald Bergford

7/26 WEDNESDAY

12 noon - Funeral: Ernest LaPalm U

7/27 THURSDAY

12 noon - Emilia Tubig U

7/28 FRIDAY

9 am - Bernice Emerson U

7/29 SATURDAY (No 9:45am Reconciliation)
9 am - Jon Venrisyl
5 pm - Antoinette Fioretti U

7/30 SUNDAY 

7:30 am - Rosa Villanueva U

8:30 am - Josefina V. Caballero U Westside
9:30 am - Nathaniel Jerome Stevenson U

10:30 am - Father Jim Mott, OSA Westside
11:30 am - Richard Olson U

5 pm - People of St. Michael Parish
 

worship

MASS SCHEDULE & INTENTIONS

Traveling? For nationwide Mass times and locations, call 1-800-Mass-Times (1-800-627-7846) or visit www.masstimes.org

The U.S. bishops invite the faithful to join a movement of 
prayer and sacrifice for the protection of life, marriage, 
and religious liberty in our country. Serious threats to each 
of these have raised unprecedented challenges to the 
Church and the nation. When confronted with challenges, 
our Lord calls us to sacrifice and pray. Visit USCCB.org to 
learn more about how you can answer the Call.

WHAT IS THE LITURGY OF THE HOURS?
The Liturgy of the Hours, also known as the Divine Office or 
the Work of God (Opus Dei), is the daily prayer of the Church, 
marking the hours of each day and sanctifying the day with 
prayer. The Hours are a meditative dialogue on the mystery 
of Christ, using scripture and prayer. At times the dialogue 
is between the Church or individual soul and God; at times 
it is a dialogue among the members of the Church; and at 
times it is even between the Church and the world. The Divine 
Office "is truly the voice of the Bride herself addressed to 
her Bridegroom. It is the very prayer which Christ himself 
together with his Body addresses to the Father." (SC 84) The 
dialogue is always held, however, in the presence of God 
and using the words and wisdom of God. Each of the five 
canonical Hours includes selections from the Psalms that cul-
minate in a scriptural proclamation. The two most important 
or hinge Hours are Morning and Evening Prayer. These each 
include a Gospel canticle: the Canticle of Zechariah from Luke 
1:68-79 for Morning Prayer (known as the Benedictus), and 
the Canticle of Mary from Luke 1:46-55 for Evening Prayer 
(known as the Magnificat). The Gospel canticle acts as a kind 
of meditative extension of the scriptural proclamation in light 
of the Christ event. Morning and Evening Prayer also include 
intercessions that flow from the scriptural proclamation just 
as the Psalms prepare for it.
In the Hours, the royal priesthood of the baptized is exercised, 
and this sacrifice of praise is thus connected to the sacrifice of 
the Eucharist, both preparing for and flowing from the Mass.
"The hymns and litanies of the Liturgy of the Hours integrate 
the prayer of the psalms into the age of the Church, express-
ing the symbolism of the time of day, the liturgical season, or 
the feast being celebrated. Moreover, the reading from the 
Word of God at each Hour (with the subsequent responses 
or troparia) and readings from the Fathers and spiritual mas-
ters at certain Hours, reveal more deeply the meaning of the 
mystery being celebrated, assist in understanding the psalms, 
and prepare for silent prayer." (CCC 1177)

You can pray the Liturgy of the Hours on your smartphone 
with an app like Laudate or iBreviary.
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Juarez was great with an amazing group of eight! Don Phillipe, 
an older member of the mission family, greeted us when we 
arrived. His hug was a wonderful welcome.
We had the privilege to join the prayer group one evening and 
sing songs as we processed and clapped. We didn’t need to 
know Spanish to praise God with great joy.
On Friday the older men and women came to the food bank 
and joined in a circle with all the preschoolers before break-
fast. It was very special to see and hear each person, young 
and old, share a prayer. Later that morning we delivered food 
to a few older women in the community. They welcomed us 
into their homes with such great appreciation for our visit and 
the dozen eggs were a big hit.
My passion was spending time with the happy and energetic 
children. We played hide and seek and I gave a million horse-
back rides and let the children climb up my legs and then flip 
over backwards. Body language was sufficient to say again, 
again! Uno momento and agua were my cries for a break! It 
was precious to watch as the children had their hair wet down 
and brushed. It was a special time to be still and rest and let 
the childcare provider dote over you while helping you keep 
cool in 110 degree heat.
I loved the “live music” the first evening as all of us sat on the 
balcony late at night and got to know each other. (It sounded 
like live music to me and I loved it!) 
Every morning at 6 am all eight of us gathered on the balcony 
to pray the rosary and we were blessed to share God’s word 
and have communion each day either in the chapel or at Mass 
in the church not far from the mission. The parish priest, Fr. 
Baca, was wonderful. He welcomed us, gave us a blessing 
and his homilies touched all of our hearts because love ema-
nated from him as he sat and spoke to us.
Deacon John blessed us at the close of the week and we 
shared our appreciation for one another. This was a very emo-
tional time of recognizing the profound experience we shared 
in working, praying and playing together all week. It was a 
week of laughter, sorrow, fatigue and enthusiasm and a good 
deal of “heat exhaustion”. Deconstruction, Reconstruction and 
A LOT of painting can do that to a person! After all, it is not 
every day we have the opportunity to work in that kind of heat.
I spent a week on holy ground. God offered me the privilege 
of being with people who live simply and with great gratitude 
and fellow pilgrims who showed respect for the community we 
were visiting and an openness to meeting Jesus in so many 
of the wonderful people and experiences.
When I left I already missed the ear to ear grin of one year 
old Samantha who was enchanted with my amarillo Nalgene 
bottle.
Gracias Senor!
Anne Kunkle

JOURNEY OF THE HEART

A  
reflection 
from the 
Juarez 
mission...
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NEED HELP FIGURING OUT HOW TO 
GIVE TO THE FAITHRAISING CAMPAIGN?
If you need assistance in donating directly from your 
401K, or other fund, or would like to donate stock or other 
securities, contact Chris Peterson, Parish Administrator, 
at (360) 754-4667.

DOWNLOAD OUR APP AT: myparishapp.com

give

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE

Pastoral Year 2016-2017
Donations Received as of July 16, 2017

Sunday Stewardship $27,504

Online Stewardship Giving $19,166

Sunday Loose Donations $1,230

Holy Days $0

Youth (Little House) $145

Total Offertory Collection Received $48,045

Year to Date Received $164,440

Total Donations Needed $191 ,205

Ahead/Behind Goal $26,225

(360) 523-7408

SMP IS JOINING THE LITTLE RED 
SCHOOLHOUSE PROJECT
Items needed: 
Ruled paper, Crayola crayons, colored markers and pen-
cils, rulers, scientific calculators, new children’s socks and 
underwear, and backpacks.  
All donations must be clean and in good condition. Cash 
donations are also gratefully accepted and can be placed in 
the collection basket labeled “The Little Red School House” 
or dropped off at the parish office. Cash donations help us 
buy school supplies at lower bulk prices. Donations will be 
collected July 30 – August 13 (distribution day is August 14).   
Last year your donations helped 2700 Thurston County stu-
dents go back to school with pride!
Questions? check the web site at www.redschool.org or call 
parishioner Connie Fischer, who coordinates volunteers on 
behalf of SMP, at (360) 786-9676.  

It is easier than ever for you to enjoy your subscription to 
FORMED! Just download the free FORMED app and start 
enjoying great video and audio wherever you go. Get the 
app and share it with your friends and family. Availalbe for 
iOS devices in the App Store.

FAITHRAISING CAMPAIGN YOUTH ART 
PROJECT
A special thank you to all the youth in our parish who submit-
ted artwork as part of the Faithraising Campaign. The beauty 
of their work was appreciated by all. If your child submitted 
a poster and you would like to have it, you can retrieve it at 
the parish office during business hours (9am–5pm, Monday 
- Thursday and 9am–noon on Friday). The artwork will be 
held for pickup up until close of business on Friday, August 4.
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Theresa Hylton 
Tami Grant 
Chi and Lan Nguyen 
Chris Griffiths 
Rosa Maria Santos 
Nijole Bartkeviciene 
Drake Charles 
Janice Putnam 
Tiffany Weber
Charles W. Weber
Janette Akehurst
Ashlynn Strode 
Jon Venrisyl Malinao 
Daisy Sequeira 
Patrick Koeplin 
Carmela Ochoa 
Richard & Barbara Mervau 
Connie Boehm 
Ron Noll 
Marita Herrera 
Teresa LaBouff Family 
Nancee Gordana 
Andy Austin 
Corazon Serrano San Jose 
Teresa Serrano & Family 
Jeannine Granberg 
Mary Anderson 
Megan Burrow 
Sharnice Cyprien 
Betty & Bruce Davidson 
Larry Lawhon 
Rosanne Burns
Michelle Welch 
Joel Rivera 
Joby Thomas 
John & MaryJo Hurley 
Eunice Chamber 
Cecilia Martinez 
Margie Eckroth 
Porter Brennan Bitter 
Gene Putscher 
Carmen McHugh 
Pati Leininger 
June Francis 

Joel Rivera 
Nancy Leone 
Nathan Pridgen 
Michael Currall family 
Kevin Olson
Oilda Harris
Francise Rice 
Rick Drescher 
Lee Stillwell 
The Shawver family 
Linda Wood 
Diana Weber 
Joey Lynn Benck 
Bryce Moody 
Stan 
Richard Monohon 
Racquel Barro & Family 
Enrique B. Rubio 
Mark Reiter  
Amy Novak 
Rory Roggenkamp 
Ingrid Turner & Family 
Ann Mitchell 
Melissa Goin 
Dwane & Suzyette 
Rita Matlock 
Phil Chavez 
Nicollette Gonzalez 
Dexter P. 
LaToya Quinn 
Dennis Shoemaker 
Theresa Ragan 
Jo P. 
Barbara Jean Smith 
Janet & Ken Vetter 
Don Alder 
Hilary Borngesser 
Ella Michael 
Pat O'Neill 
Joseph Lario 
Robert Kelly 
V. L. Patrick family 
Migi Armenteros 
Garrett Milhoan

PLEASE PRAY FOR:

To submit prayer requests, call the Parish Office at 
(360) 754-4667 or submit your request via our  
website under the Contact menu.
If you or someone you know is homebound and wish-
es to receive Holy Communion, please call:  
Benedetta Reece at (360) 292-7143 or Dcn. Terry  
Barber at Sacred Heart Parish at (360) 491-0890.

DID YOU KNOW?
The Pope is protected by the Swiss Papal Guard. Wearing 
uniforms designed by Michelangelo and commonly armed 
with halberds, they are capable of using heavier weapons if 
needed. Each member is Catholic, male, and Swiss, and must 
complete military training in Switzerland. They must demon-
strate good conduct and be at least five-foot-eight in height. 
Those who are chosen are granted a private audience with 
the pope along with their families. In extreme circumstances, 
they are expected to guard the Holy Father with their lives. 
The Swiss Papal Guard is the oldest active military unit in 
continual existence since 1506.

PROTECTING GOD'S CHILDREN
Safe Environment training will be held Saturday, August 12 at 
9:30am and Wednesday, September 20 at 6pm in the Parish 
Center. Register online at www.virtusonline.org.

ST. PAUL STREET EVANGELIZATION 
TRAINING
August 12, 8am – 5pm in the Parish Center Multipurpose 
Room! Food provided!
Please note that a $20 fee will be assessed for non-Saint 
Michael parishioners, payable on the day of the event to help 
us cover costs.

Register on our wevbsite!

ALTAR SERVER TRAINING FOR 
8:30/10:30 AM WESTSIDE MASSES.
Adults and youth: If you have completed 4th grade and have 
made your first communion (for adults –confirmation) you 
are invited to find out more about becoming an altar server 
for 8:30 or 10:30am Mass at the Westside Chapel.  Training 
begins after the 10:30am Mass on August 6.  Please register 
by phoning the parish office and we will be able to provide 
lunch and materials for each person training. After this initial 
gathering you will have a good idea if you can meet the min-
istry expectations and want to keep learning.

serve
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grow

Please register for Life Teen, EDGE, 
and Conf rmation.
Forms are available online and at 
the parish off ce.

STEUBENVILLE YOUTH CONFERENCE 
July 28-30, Spokane

Please pray for our teens traveling to Spokane 
next weekend!

i

i

YOUTH MINISTRY

TONIGHT!

ENTER THE DISCOUNT CODE SMP55 FOR $55 OFF! 
Childcare available all three days. Email Jacquie Farnham at jfarnham@saintmichaelparish.org by August 10 with name and 
age of each child to reserve childcare.
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connect

THE 2017 LOVEL 
BRIERE MEMORIAL 
BERNIE TOURNEY
A golf tournament to benefit 
Catholic education. Presented 
by the Olympia Knights of 
Columbus
Saturday, July 29 | 12 Noon 
registration and putting 
contest followed by a 1 pm 
shotgun start | Capitol City 
Golf Club, Olympia 
Tournament format: Four 

Person Scramble | Entry Fee: $80 per person, includes 
green fees, golf cart, lots of great prizes and a spit-roasted 
pig dinner at Columbian Hall – 6794 Martin Way E., Olympia 
(Additional dinner guests are welcome for $15.00 donation) | 
Hole Sponsorship: $150.00
Send completed entry form and check (payable to Knights of 
Columbus, Council 1643) and mail to:
KOFC c/o Ron DeGroot 
3420 78th Ave. SE 
Olympia, WA 98501
Contact: Ron DeGroot • (360) 704-8822• ron1105@ comcast.net

RACHEL’S CORNER
Hope and Healing After Abortion
Next Retreat : August 4-6 
Spanish Retreat: October 13-15
Yes, it takes courage to make that first call, but please, “Attend 
the retreat and feel the beautiful presence of God. You won’t 
be sorry you did.”   - Retreat Testimonial
Call Valerie Jacobs at 1-800-822-HOPE (4673) to register and 
for questions. 
Project Rachel Western Washington • 1-800-822-HOPE (4673)
You are loved with an Everlasting Love!  
Project Rachel is a program of Catholic Community Services.

ST. PEREGRINE 
CANCER SUPPORT 
GROUP 
Saturday, August 12  
1–2:30pm in Parish Center 
Room 6.
Melissa Layer, a leading 
member of Harmony Hill will 
be at Saint Michael Parish to 
talk about cancer retreats 
and how to support those 
affected by cancer, including 

caregivers and family members. This event is free of charge 
and open to anyone.
Harmony Hill began as a retreat center where people could 
experience renewal and deep well-being, then expanded and 
opened its doors as a non-profit retreat facility focusing on 
wellness. In 1994, they added a Cancer Program, the heart of 
their present mission, to support those affected by cancer, 
including caregivers and health professionals. In 2004, they 
began offering cancer-related programs at no charge. For 
more information, visit www.harmonyhill.org/cancer/ 
Contact: Bene Reece • (360) 292-7143 
breece@saintmichaelparish@org  

GRIEVING? 
At SMP, we provide faith-based grief support via cycles of 
group meetings and one-to-one support. We also offer regular 
monthly open meetings for those who are suffering. 
SMP has three Grief Support Groups:
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Grief Support Group for those who 
are grieving and carry a heavy heart. 
St. Peregrine Cancer Support Group (see below)
St. Catherine of Siena Miscarriage and Loss of Infant 
Support Group for those who have  suffered the loss of a 
baby through miscarriage, still birth or neonatal death.  
Want more information on the groups and the next date 
these groups meet? Contact Bene Reece at (360) 292-7143 
or breece@saintmichaelparish.org.
All meetings are FREE – no need to be a parishioner or 
Catholic to attend.

THE SMALL GROUPS DIFFERENCE
It’s summertime, but don’t let your faith take a vacation. If your 
small group is not meeting regularly, why not get together 
for a family picnic or meet for Mass and lunch? Do a service 
project together or have a movie night and watch one of the 
great Catholic movies on FORMED. Stay connected and keep 
supporting each other! 
If you're not in a small group yet, some groups are open to 
receiving new members at any time. Check out the open 
groups on our website.
Contact: Michaela Moreau, Small Groups Coordinator  
smp.smallgroups@gmail.com
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share

35TH ANNUAL CATHOLIC FAMILY CAMPOUT FOR 
SINGLE ADULTS & SINGLE PARENTS WITH  
CHILDREN

A perfect opportunity for Christian fellowship and making 
memories for yourself and your children! We’ll enjoy beautiful 
park facilities, plus hiking, swimming, boating, fishing, games, 
and an outdoor Liturgy on Saturday evening.
Friday, August 18 at 1pm until Sunday, August 20 at 11am
Millersylvania State Park—Environmental Learning Center  
– Deep Lake (10 miles south of Olympia off I-5, take exit #95 
(Maytown) and follow the signs!)

Cost for the weekend: $120 for one adult plus one child, 
$145 family of three, $165 family of four, or $195 family of 
five. Weekend rates include use of a cabin (cabins sleep 8), 5 
meals, plus all facilities and use of row boats, canoes, paddle 
boards, etc. Day rate is $65-$80 for a family, or $40 for a 
single adult (not staying overnight) and excludes cabin use. 
No alcohol, no pets and no tent or RV facilities.
Space is limited, so please register early! Pick up a registration 
and flyer with more info at the parish office.
Contact: Lou Miller at (360) 943-9114

USING POPE 
FRANCIS TO 
SHARE THE  
CATHOLIC FAITH 
IN 4 STEPS
Have you experienced this? 
You’re out in public, some-
one finds out that you are 
Catholic, and you immedi-
ately get asked about Pope 
Francis. Here are 4 steps on 
how to use Pope Francis to 
share the Catholic faith:

Step 1 – Don’t Get Annoyed.
Some people’s immediate 
reaction is to be annoyed 
by the situation. They are 
frustrated with Pope Francis 
because they wish he were 
clearer in his teaching. Or, 
they are afraid of what he 
might say next. Or, they are 
mad because their family 
member, friend, co-worker, 
or fellow parishioner uses 
their understanding of Pope 
Francis to show them that 
they are wrong about the 
Catholic faith. 
All this is understandable. All 
of this can be frustrating. But, 
no matter what your feelings 
are, you have to realize that 
this is a fantastic opportu-
nity to share the Catholic 
faith. Prior to Pope Francis, 
not many people wanted to 
talk freely and willingly about 
Catholicism. Don’t miss these 
opportunities!

Step 2 – Find the Positive 
Intention.

When someone brings up 
Pope Francis, they may 
do so for various reasons. 
Perhaps they really enjoy 
how he serves the poor or 
embraces those with phys-
ical and mental handicaps. 
Maybe they’ve read a news 
article about how Pope 
Francis is going to change 
Church doctrine on a partic-
ular issue. Whatever it may 
be, find a way to connect 
with them on what they are 
bringing up. 

Note: This is different than 
agreeing with them! One 
thing we do need to rec-
ognize is that even when 
people have opinions that 
run contrary to the Catholic 
faith, it doesn’t mean they 
are pure evil. In fact, in their 
own way, they believe they 
are trying to make the world 
a better place. We can agree 
with their intention without 
agreeing with their opinion. 

Step 3 – Share What You 
Love about the Faith.

Sometimes we can be so 
quick to correct others that 
they don’t get to see the 
joy that our faith brings us. 
Instead, they see someone 
who is bitter, angry, or only 
concerned about rules. Make 
sure you show them the joy 
of the Catholic faith. Share 

with them some of the things 
you love about Pope Francis. 
Witness to them why you 
love the Catholic faith. Most 
people don’t meet Catholics 
who love the faith; make sure 
they have a great experience 
with you.

Step 4 – Correct Any 
Mistakes Charitably.

So, after you have seized 
the opportunity, positively 
responded to the person’s 
comment, and shared why 
you love Pope Francis and 
the Catholic faith, correct any 
mistakes that may have been 
shared in a charitable way.
If the matter is doctrine, 
you can mention that Pope 
Francis has a great way of 
trying to connect the teach-
ings of the Church to the 
modern world, but hasn’t 
changed any Church teach-
ing. You can also mention 
that it is important to read the 
actual words of Pope Francis 
instead of listening to what 
the media is saying. 

Also, be aware of the lan-
guage and detail that you use 
when discussing the faith. 
Don’t talk to them like they 
are insiders if they aren’t. Use 
language and terms they can 
understand. Err on the side 
of caution in these situations.
Reprinted from focusoncampus.
org

"We can agree with  
their intention without  
agreeing with their 
opinion."


