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NORMAL MASS TIMES: 
(Daily Mass times often change – Check schedule on page 3)

Downtown:  
1055 Boundary St. SE
Monday – Thursday: Noon | Friday & Saturday: 9 am  
Saturday: 5 pm | Sunday: 7:30, 9:30 & 11:30 am, 5 pm
Westside Chapel:  
1835 Overhulse Rd. NW
Thursday (1st & 3rd): 6:30 am 
Sunday: 8:30am, 10:30 am 
2nd Sunday: 1:30 pm (Vietnamese)

RECONCILIATION TIMES: 
Thursday: 11 am | Saturday: 9:45 am, 3 pm
PASTOR: 
Fr. Jim Lee
PAROCHIAL VICAR: 
Fr. Cody Ross
DEACONS: 
Rob Rensel 
John Bergford
SEMINARIAN 
Thomas Tran
MISSION

Our mission is to place God first in all things, to pro-
claim the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and to grow in holiness 
through prayer, sacraments, and service.

1208 11th Ave. SE, Olympia 98501 
(360) 754-4667 
www.saintmichaelparish.org

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday – Friday: 9 am - 5 pm 
Sunday 8:30 am - 4:30 pm

CALVARY CEMETERY ext. 138 
3850 Cleveland Ave., Tumwater 98501
ST. MICHAEL SCHOOL (360) 754-5131 
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY 
Mon, Wed, Fri  1-3pm (360) 352-7554
CLOTHING BANK  
Tues & Sat 9-11am, Thur. 6:30-8pm
PREGNANCY AID   (360) 956-7413  
M, T, Th, Fri  2-4pm, Wed. 9am-Noon
ST. MIKE’S TIKES  (360) 586-1585
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THANKSGIVING: The Heart 
of Stewardship
As the annual celebration 
of our national holiday of 
Thanksgiving approaches, 
Fr. Cody and I want to 
express our heartfelt grat-
itude for your generous 
response to our steward-
ship of treasure renewal 
for 2018. I have personally 
spent the last week sign-
ing letters of gratitude 
and thanksgiving for your 
commitments. At times my 
heart was overwhelmed 
as I realized the depth of 
your generosity.

Our sacrificial giving, the 
stewardship of our finan-
cial resources, enables 
the many ministries that 
touch the lives and trans-
forms the hearts of not 
only our 6,000+ parishio-
ners, but also hundreds 
of lives of those whom we 
serve outside of our own 
parish community. As we 
broaden our evangeliza-
tion efforts, we will affect 
even more souls for God. 
Our Vision 2026 envisions 
Saint Michael Parish to be 
a beacon of faith, hope 
and love transforming 
Thurston County. We trust 
in the guidance and the 

power of the Holy Spirit 
each step along the way.

If you have not had the 
opportunity to make a 
stewardship commitment, 
please prayerfully con-
sider doing so this week 
of Thanksgiving. You can 
drop your commitment 
card in the offertory basket 
or at the parish office.

PILGRIMAGE HIGHLIGHTS:
Again, I begin with the 
word of gratitude for all 
of you who prayed for us 
pilgrims. We were truly 
blessed in so many ways. 
What a grace it was to be 
in so many holy places 
praying with thousands of 
other pilgrims from around 
the world.

We left Olympia on 
October 31 after celebrat-
ing Mass together and 
trusting our pilgrimage to 
the Blessed Mother. We 
arrived the afternoon of 
November 1 in Rome. The 
following morning we left 
for our bus ride to Assisi. 

We celebrated Mass at 
the Basilica of St. Francis 
after having visited his 
tomb and the church of St. 
Clair where the crucifix of 
San Damiano hangs and 
from which Francis heard 
the voice of God asking 
him to rebuild his church. 
It was so very humbling 
being able to visit these 

places of prayer and pil-
grimage realizing how 
much these holy men and 
women affected the life of 
the Church.

Leaving Assisi we trav-
eled across the Apennine 
mountains toward the 
Adriatic coast to the 
Marian shrine of Loretto. 
There we celebrated Mass 
and began our journey to 
San Giovanni Rotondo, 
home of St. Padre Pio.

Sunday, November 5 
found us at the Grotto 
of Saint Michael the 
Archangel, a place of pil-
grimage since the sixth 
century. Once again, 

joining with faithful pil-
grims from around the 
world, we prayed for the 
protection of Saint Michael 
the Archangel, our parish 
patron. That afternoon 
we returned to celebrate 
Mass in the old church 
where St. Padre Pio cel-
ebrated his daily Masses. 
For me personally, this 
was one of the most 
moving moments of the 
pilgrimage. How humbled 
I felt as a priest shepherd-
ing these pilgrims.

Monday was another 
travel day which took us to 
the Benedictine Abbey of 
Santissima Trinita founded 
in the 11th century. There 
we celebrated Mass in the 
beautiful abbey church 
and were treated to a 
short organ concert.

Tuesday we traveled to 
the town of Pompeii where 
we visited the beautiful 
shrine of the Madonna del 
Rosario where we cele-
brated Mass. Later in the 
day we traveled to Monte 
Cassino Abbey founded 
by St. Benedict. It is here 
that he and his twin sister, 
St. Scholastica are buried. 
From there we returned to 
Rome for the rest of our 
pilgrimage.

I’ll finish up our time in 
Rome next week. Know 
that you were in our 
prayers each and every 
day. Thank you for yours.

In Christ I love you.

November 19, 2017 - Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

Fr. Jim Lee
Pastor
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worship

11/20 MONDAY

12 noon - Mass cancelled

11/21 TUESDAY 

12 noon - Legion of Mary

11/22 WEDNESDAY

12 noon - Brad & Sharron Kubat

11/23 THURSDAY  (HAPPY THANKSGIVING!)

9 am - Nina Martin
11 am Reconciliation cancelled

OFFICE CLOSED

11/24 FRIDAY

9 am - Andy & Jean Lechner U

OFFICE CLOSED

11/25 SATURDAY

9 am - Leonor Dow U

5 pm - Shirley Eshbaugh

11/26 SUNDAY

7:30 am - Michele Clayborn U

8:30 am - Mary Ferranti U Westside
9:30 am - Kristine Mahood U

10:30 am - Benny Montero U Westside
11:30 am - Raymond Sablan U

5 pm - People of Saint Michael Parish
 

NEXT SUNDAY WE CELEBRATE THE 
SOLEMNITY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, 
KING OF THE UNIVERSE.  WE WILL USE 
INCENSE AT THE 9:30 AM, 10:30 AM, AND 
5 PM SUNDAY MASSES.

MASS SCHEDULE & INTENTIONS

Traveling? For nationwide Mass times and locations, call 1-800-Mass-Times (1-800-627-7846) or visit www.masstimes.org

"BY REQUEST" HYMN NIGHT 
Save the Date!

November 30, 7 pm in the downtown church
With the arrival of the 2018 Breaking Bread missalettes, the 
SMP music ministry invites you to an evening of song and 
praise. You call out a hymn number, and the choir will sing it! 
This is the perfect chance to hear your favorite hymn, or to 
check out what's new in this year's Breaking Bread. 
Contact: 
Andrew Goldstein at (360) 292-7140

OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE CELEBRATION
December 2

The Mother of the Americas event begins with a rosary at 9:30 
a.m. at St. Mary Church, Seattle, followed by a two-mile pro-
cession to St. James Cathedral. Once there, Mass in Spanish 
and English will be celebrated by Archbishop Sartain (and 
concelebrated by Bishops Elizondo and Mueggenborg and 
several other priests) at 12:10 pm.
After Mass, a reception will follow with food, mariachi and 
folk dance groups. Bring the whole family and join our local 
bishops and hundreds of Catholics from parishes through-
out Western Washington in this wonderful and faith-filled 
celebration.
For more information, contact Annie Bailey at (206) 274-3194 
or ana.bailey@seattlearch.org.

CHRISTMAS CHILDREN'S CHOIR
The Saint Michael's Children's Choir is open to all kids ages 
5-18 with an interest in singing at the downtown Christmas 
Eve Mass on Sunday, December 24 at 5 pm. 
No audition is necessary! Rehearsals are held weekly on 
Thursday evenings, 6-6:45 pm in the downtown church 
beginning November 30. 
Contact Andrew Goldstein, Steward for Music Ministry, to reg-
ister at agoldstein@saintmichaelparish.org.
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Did you ever notice that the 
Advent season seems to 
come and go in the blink of 
an eye? All of a sudden you 
find yourself at Christmas 
Mass wondering how your 
time to prepare for Christ so 
easily slipped through your 
fingers.
Darn! You had promised your-
self that this Advent would 
be different. You wouldn’t be 
caught by surprise, yet again! 
You bought Advent prayer 
books and an Advent wreath 
kit. You had great intentions 
to make this Advent season 
very different from last.
But already you can feel it 
happening again. The books 
didn’t make it past page 2 
and the wreath is only half 
complete.
However, that doesn’t have 
to be the case. You can 
make the conscious choice 
to stop in your busy tracks 
and embrace the season of 
Advent; and its purpose.

Advent is a season of 
preparing.
If you have ever entertained 
guests, or even made the 

slightest effort to get ready 
for any company, you will 
see how those experiences 
lend themselves well to your 
own groundwork this Advent 
to invite Christ to dwell within 
your heart—and thus truly be 
ready for His second coming.

1. Prepare room at the Inn: 
Your heart is where Christ 
wishes to dwell and Advent 
is the perfect time to make 
room in it for His pres-
ence. If your heart is filled 
with unforgiveness, it has 
no room for Christ. Begin 
Advent by an Examination 
of Conscience wherein you 
ask your Heavenly Father to 
reveal to you any unforgive-
ness that exists in your heart. 
Remember that as God has 
forgiven you, you are also 
asked to forgive others.

2. Clean out the cobwebs: 
After an Examination of 
Conscience where you ask 
God to reveal any unforgive-
ness that you are holding, 
it is important to clean out 
the vestiges of cobwebs 
that may still be lurking in 
the dark corners of your 
heart. This means that you 

should make a point of get-
ting to Confession during 
Advent. The Sacrament of 
Reconciliation is an important 
part of preparing your heart 
for Jesus; this is because the 
priest acts in the person of 
Christ in helping you identify 
the cobwebs that you may 
not be seeing on your own—
typically those ones that 
have been hanging on for so 
long they no longer get your 
attention.
3. Hang new curtains: The 
room of your heart is now 
ready: unforgiveness and 
cobwebs have been cleared 
out. Now it is time to hang 
new curtains! Many of us fall 
into a rut in our daily lives 
and forget how to live in joy. 
You are preparing for Christ’s 
indwelling and He abides 
best in those who have joy 
in their hearts. So throw out 
the old curtains of fear and 
despair and exhaustion and 
hang new curtains of hope 
and joy and anticipation.

4. Get out the fine china and 
set the table: Company is 
on its way! We aren’t doubt-
fully thinking that maybe 
He’s going to drop by and 
thus making only superficial 
efforts to get ready. We are 
certain in our belief of His 

arrival and every cell in our 
body joyfully shouts, “He’s 
on His way!” This is the time 
we get the fine china out of 
the cupboard—our attitude 
is one of enthusiastic expec-
tation. Our hearts pound in 
anticipation of His presence. 
Our fine china goes so well 
with our new curtains!
5. Open the front door: 
Whenever we have com-
pany in our home, after all the 
preparation is complete, we 
open our front door and wait 
expectantly on our couch. 
We can see through the glass 
screen door as our company 
approaches. It is a time of 
quiet for us—all the work is 
finished and we are ready. 
So in preparing our hearts 
for Christ this Advent, the last 
step after all the prep work 
is to simply “be.” In this state 
of “be-ing” we don’t question 
how time slipped through 
our fingers; we don’t worry 
if there was more we should 
have done. We’ve been good 
and faithful servants and are 
ready for Christ.
May your heart be made 
ready for Christ and may your 
Advent season be a blessed 
one!

ADVENT: Prepare your heart
By Cheryl Dickow, Catholic News Agency
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MASS MINISTRY FOR CHILDREN 
Our faith-filled Mass Ministry for Children offers childcare 
and faith formation for families with children ages 1 to 9 
years of age during the 9:30 am Mass and the 5 pm Life 
Teen Mass. 
Because of the generous stewardship of our parishioners, this 
ministry is offered free of charge. Children are welcomed into 

a warm, friendly environment that will inspire them to learn to 
pray, grow as disciples, and experience Christian community.
St. Mike's Angels 
Location: St. Mike's Tikes | Ages 1 - 2 years
St. Mike's Saints  
Location: Gathering Space Room 5 | Ages 3 - 5 years
Liturgy of the Word for Children  
Dismissal from Mass - Ages K - 5th grade 
(Offered at the Westside Chapel at the 10:30am Mass) 
Registration forms are required for St. Mike's Angels & Saints 
groups (not needed for Liturgy of the Word for Children). 
Check-in for Angels & Saints is 15 minutes prior to Mass.  
Parents must sign children in and out of the room.
All groups will receive Faith Formation opportunities from a 
trained Catechist.
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DOWNLOAD OUR APP AT: myparishapp.com

give

TEXT TO GIVE
(360) 523-7408

St. Michael Parish School would love help from parishioners 
in collecting Box Tops for Education.
Please collect your box tops and drop them off at the parish 
office inside an envelope marked "attention Brandon Jones."  
Each box top is worth ten cents to the school!
For a full list of Box Tops products visit www.boxtops4educa-
tion.com/earn/participating-products or look for the Box Tops 
symbol on product packaging.

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE

Pastoral Year 2017-2018
Donations Received as of November 12, 2017

Sunday Stewardship $30,306

Online Stewardship Giving $19,306

Sunday Loose Donations $1,509

Holy Days $50

Youth (Little House) $82

Total Offertory Collection Received $51,253

Year to Date Received $1 ,153,859

SEARCHING FOR A MEANINGFUL GIFT?
Here are some suggestions to celebrate birthdays, holidays, 
weddings, anniversaries or any special days:
Rosaries and decade bracelets, made by one of the monks at 
St. Martin’s Abbey. Call Br Edmund Ebbers at (360) 438-4457 
for more information
Local honey plus homemade items from Africa and felt dolls 
made at the Priory. Call St. Placid Priory at (360) 438-1771.
Livestock and more for families in need around the world. Visit 
Heifer International at www.heifer.org or call 1-855-8HUNGER.

CHRISTMAS GIVING  SMP – WESTSIDE!
The Christmas Giving program will be held at the Westside 
Chapel on the weekends of November 26 and December 3.
Our support for the children of the Tumwater School District 
started at the Southside in 1995 and moved to the Westside 
in 2003. Since then, 8:30 and 10:30 am Mass  attendees 
together have provided gifts for about 120 children from low 
income families each year.
This year the gift tags will be available for pickup on Nov. 26 
and Dec. 3. Each tag will list the recipient's gender and age 
and a "wish list" of one to three gifts. Please choose a tag 
and purchase one or more of the gifts on the wish list. Return 
the gift(s) to the same place you picked up the tag with the 
original gift tag securely attached.
Since The Westside supports different organizations, it is very 
important that the gifts are returned to the same place the tag 
originated. All gifts must be brought to the Westside chapel 
by Sunday, December 10, so they can be gathered and dis-
tributed in time for Christmas.
Information on dates for pickup/drop off downtown coming 
soon! Questions? Contact Brandon Jones at (360) 292-7108 
or bjones@saintmichaelparish.org
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serve

Phil Chavez 
Nicollette Gonzalez 
Dexter P. 
LaToya Quinn 
Dennis Shoemaker 
Theresa Ragan 
Jo P. 
Barbara Jean Smith 
Janet & Ken Vetter 
Don Alder 
Hilary Borngesser 
Ella Michael 
Pat O'Neill 
Joseph Lario 
Robert Kelly 
Migi Armenteros 
Garrett Milhoan 
Diane Larson Brooks 
Armando Fernandes 
Jack Ardner 
Matthew Krug 
Ryan Swan 
Alacia 
Joe McGlothlan 
Hector Sanchez 
Eric McDonald 
Breanna Taylor 
Amanda Brown 
Joseph Frank 
Fr. Mike McDermott 
Eric McDonald 
Andrew McAlister 
Kent Hutchinson 
Joan Cross 
Chi & Lan Nguyen 
Jan Putnam 
Gerry McLaughlin 
Ann Rook 
Rahul Dusane 
Jolane Zander 
Lisa Zander 
Bill Wiskirken 
Florence Sullins 
June Merritt 

Robert Clark 
Jean Clare 
Shantell Rodriguez 
Janette Akehurst 
Rosanne Burns 
Sarah Rensel 
Bruce & Betty Davidson 
Maryann McLaughlin 
Tami Grant 
CJ Olsen 
Mary Anderson 
Doris Diehl 
Kathleen Trepanier 
Teresa LaBouff Family 
Timea 
Lori Preuss 
V. L. Patrick family 
Ida & Leo Heger 
Marge Pool 
Paul Schumacher 
Laurie Bassett 
Van Thi Thu Nguyen 
Huy Phu Hang 
Terry Tallman 
Constance Roy 
June Francis 
Joey Lynn Benck 
Bill Wilcox 
Amy Pulido 
Lisa Schramm 
Rita Rutigliano 
Pati Leininger 
Carmen McHugh 
Jeana & Michael Knight 
Mariah Farmer-Grace 
Rudy Enriquez 
Ed Swan 
Ron Rebers 
Dorene Naccarato 
Grace & Bob 
Mary Flury 
Ernie Ang 
Thelma Ang 
Marty Bucklin

PLEASE PRAY FOR:

To submit prayer requests, call the Parish Office at 
(360) 754-4667 or submit your request via our  
website under the Contact menu.
If you or someone you know is homebound and wish-
es to receive Holy Communion, please call:  
Benedetta Reece at (360) 292-7143 or Dcn. Terry  
Barber at Sacred Heart Parish at (360) 491-0890.

COOKIES & SOCKS DRIVE
As we did during the last two years, SMP is participating in the 
cookies and socks drive for the incarcerated and their fami-
lies. This is a great family project and we are grateful for your 
generous past participation. Please spread the news–every 
donation, big or small, helps. Donations will be accepted until 
the weekend of December 11 . 
Questions? Contact Bene Reece at (360) 292-7143 or breece@
saintmichaelparish.org.

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL CLOTHING BANK 
NEEDS YOUR HELP!   

Our clothing bank offers a 
real opportunity to serve fam-
ilies and individuals in need. 
We describe our efforts as 
"Sorting & Serving". Sorters 
go through donations, put-
ting them in inventory, 
and Servers help our visitors 
locate and obtain needed 
items. 

While volunteer opportunities are always available, our 
immediate need is for Wednesday evening Sorters, who 
typically work from 6:30-8 pm. This is a special volunteer 
opportunity for husband and wife teams, though singles are 
just as welcome. Other sorting days/times are available as 
well. Serving days/hours are Tuesdays and Saturdays 9-11 
am and Thursdays 6:30-8 pm. 
Interested/questions? Contact Ed Knuckey at (360) 528-9525 
or eknuckey@comcast.net.

THANK YOU!
St. Michael School grades 6-8. 

These kids showed an amazing act of service to the Men’s 
Shelter last week. Our guests praised them for the feast they 
provided as well as the warm coats they donated! On behalf 
of the Men’s Shelter, we offer a big thank you to our youth for 
a night of great service. Also thank you to Mr. Geraghty and 
the parents who helped make this night possible.
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grow

PRIORY PROGRAMS
Advent Retreat: Come Jesus, Come

December 1-3, Friday 7:15 pm-Sunday 11 am
During this silent retreat you will experience a guided med-
itation time, receive handouts to use during the retreat, and 
reflective times to prepare your heart and yourself to receive 
the blessings that Jesus wishes to give you this Christmas. 
Spiritual Direction is also available upon request. Bring a sack 
lunch.
Register by Prior Friday: $160 or $200 with Spiritual Direction
To register for a program or retreat, call Janice at (360) 438-
2595 or visit www.stplacid.org.

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR 
MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL 
TEENS ON RETREAT THIS 

WEEKEND!

EDGE NIGHT - THIS SUNDAY
Edgers will get the opportunity to reach out into their commu-
nity and perform an act of service as Jesus taught us to do. 
We will learn about morality, social justice, and contributing 
to the good of society.
No EDGE or Life Night next weekend.

Come cheer on your favorites at the annual 
Core Team vs. Teens Turkey Bowl (flag football)! 
Thanksgiving Day at 8 am at the St. Michael School field!

Join Matthew Kelly, America’s bestselling Catholic 
author, and other leading Catholic voices of our time on 
a life-changing journey through Best Advent Ever. Sign 
up for daily inspirational emails with short videos, encour-
agement, and coaching for Advent at dynamiccatholic.
com/best-advent-ever.

Join over 275,000 people each day this Advent. Bishop 
Rober Barron will send you a new reflection each day 
during Advent.  You'll also receive exclusive videos, 
special discounts, and a chance to win free DVDs, CDs, 
books, and more from Bishop Barron and Word on Fire. 
Sign up at adventreflections.com.

GROW IN FAITH THIS ADVENT!

A TIME FOR RECONCILIATION
This is the perfect time of year to return to the 
Sacrament of Confession - especially if it's been a 
while!
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connect

WEEK 3 – ADVENT SMALL GROUPS
This Sunday, the end of the church year, we reflect on the Last 
Judgment.  Fr. Jim wants us to focus on these words: When, 
Did, and Did Not.  
When – Are we attentive to when Christ is in our midst?
Did – Did we help by becoming attentive to the sick, the 
hungry, the thirsty...
Did Not – Did we not attend to Christ's invitation, not notice, 
not stay awake?
This parable makes it clear that we are called "to do" and "to 
respond".  If we "do not" then there are consequences.  If we 
do pay attention then the rewards are not merely for ourselves 
but also for those we help!
Fr Jim encourages us to take active steps in this regard. Some 
Small Groups do this together by packing lunches for the 
men's homeless shelter, putting bags together for pregnancy 
aid new moms, putting together ziplock care bags, and filling 
backpacks for homeless students.  Let me know what your 
Small Group is doing!

Photo is of the Swan Faith Sharing Group who packed 650+ 
backpacks last weekend for homeless students in the schools 
of Thurston County.

If you were unable to join the 300+ parishioners preparing 
for Advent in small groups, you can follow along by using the 
reflection sheets and Fr. Jim/Fr. Cody's videos posted on the 
website at saintmichaelparish.org/learn/small groups. Click 
on Resources. 
Contact: Michaela Moreau at smp.smallgroups@gmail.com

GRIEF SUPPORT
Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton Grief Support Group is for those 
who are grieving and carry a heavy heart for any reason, not 
just  the loss of a loved one. The upcoming cycle of 8 consec-
utive weekly meetings will start Saturday, December 2 from 
10 am-12 noon, Parish Center Room 9.
Whether present events brought grief to you or you are car-
rying the pain of grief from long ago; whether faith brings you 
support while grieving or grief causes your faith to tremble, 
please join us. We gather to learn about the grief process, 
support one another, and share our thoughts and feelings, 
sustained by our faith and enlightened by Christ. All meetings 
are FREE. No need to be a parishioner or Catholic to attend. 
If you or someone you know would benefit from participating, 
or if you have any questions, please contact Bene Reece at 
(360) 292-7143 or breece@saintmichaelparish.org.

SAFE ENVIRONMENT TRAINING
Tuesday, November 28, 6-9 pm in the Parish Center
Register online at www.virtusonline.org and click First-Time 
Registrant. For volunteers who have already registered in 
Virtus, please log in to your account to sign up for the class.
For more information or for assistance creating a Virtus 
account, please call Mona at (360) 292-7141 or mbishop@
saintmichaelparish.org

Date Night
Friday, December 15

6:30 - 9:30 pm | Space is limited!

RSVP by December 1 
Include names and ages of your children 

elyons@saintmichaelparish.org

Saint Michael Parish

Need a night out to regroup during the busy holiday season? 
Let SMP childcare staff watch the children.
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The history books will tell you 
that the first Thanksgiving 
was celebrated by the pil-
grims in 1621. Not true.
An interesting bit of trivia 
is that the first American 
Thanksgiving was actually 
celebrated on September 8, 
1565 in St. Augustine, Florida. 
The Native Americans and 
Spanish settlers held a feast 
and the Holy Mass was 
offered.
The Catholic origins of 
Thanksgiving don’t stop 
there. Squanto, the beloved 
hero of Thanksgiving, was 
the Native American man 
who mediated between 
the Puritan Pilgrims and the 
Native Americans. Squanto 
had been enslaved by the 
English but he was freed 
by Spanish Franciscans. 
Squanto thus received bap-
tism and became a Catholic. 
So it was a baptized Catholic 
Native American who orches-
trated what became known 
as Thanksgiving.
A l l  that  being sa id , 
Thanksgiving is traditionally 
Protestant and marks the 
tradition of religious tolera-
tion (something in which the 
Puritan pilgrims did not actu-
ally believe – they set up a 
“theocracy”).

My wife once taught at a 
high-church Episcopalian/
Anglican classical school 
in Philadelphia. The school 
consciously played down the 
significance of Thanksgiving. 
Why? The reason is simple. 
At root, Thanksgiving com-
memorates the good fortune 
of political and ecclesiastical 
rebels against the Church of 
England and the Anglican tra-
dition as a whole.

It all started with Richard 
Clyfton who was a Church 
of England parson in 
Nottinghamshire in the 
early 1600s. Clifton sympa-
thized with the Separatists 
of that era. Separatists were 
Calvinistic non-conformists 
to the doctrine and liturgy of 
the Church of England. The 
Hampton Court Conference 
held by King James I (1604) 
condemned those who would 
not conform to the more out-
wardly Catholic usages in 
the Church of England (e.g. 
robes, candles, bowing the 
head at the name of Christ, 
processions). The result was 
that Richard Clyfton was 
“defrocked” and stripped 
of his clerical status in the 
Church of England. Shortly 
thereafter Richard Clyfton 
went to Amsterdam and was 

followed by his disciples: the 
Pilgrims.
These Pilgrims moved around 
a bit until finally coming to 
America in 1620. An inter-
esting bit of trivia is that one 
child was born on board the 
Mayflower while at sea. The 
child was given the rather 
lame name: “Oceanus”. Poor 
child.
In 1621, the Pilgrims allegedly 
celebrated a happy meal with 
the Native Americans and 
the rest is history. So why 
would an Anglican school 
be against Thanksgiving? It 
celebrates those who defied 
the Church of England and 
the Crown of England.
Now that I’m no longer an 

Anglican and now a Catholic, 
things are a bit different. 
The penal laws of England 
regarding non-conformists 
affected not only the rigor-
ous Calvinistic Puritans in 
England, but also the English 
Catholic recusants. The 
Pilgrims shared the same 
lot as the Catholic faithful 
of England. Interestingly 
enough, the Catholics who 
lived in Nottinghamshire 
where the Pilgrims originated 
were persecuted mercilessly.
So while Thanksgiving 
may celebrate the Calvinist 
Separatists who fled England, 
Catholics might remember 
the same unjust laws that 
granted the crown of martyr-
dom to Thomas More, John 
Fisher, Edmund Campion, 
et al. are the same injus-
tices that led the Pilgrims to 
Plymouth.
Another bit of trivia is that 
the truly “First Thanksgiving” 
celebration occurred on 
American soil on April 30, 
1598 in Texas when Don Juan 
de Oñate declared a day of 
Thanksgiving to be commem-
orated by the Holy Sacrifice 
of the Mass.
And let everyone remember 
that “Thanksgiving” in Greek 
is Eucharistia. Thus, the Body 
and Blood of Christ is the true 
“Thanksgiving Meal”.
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