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NORMAL MASS TIMES: 
(Daily Mass times often change – Check schedule on page 3)

Downtown:  
1055 Boundary St. SE
Monday – Thursday: Noon | Friday & Saturday: 9 am  
Saturday: 5 pm | Sunday: 7:30, 9:30 & 11:30 am, 5 pm
Westside Chapel:  
1835 Overhulse Rd. NW
Thursday (1st & 3rd): 6:30 am 
Sunday: 8:30am, 10:30 am 
2nd Sunday: 1:30 pm (Vietnamese)

RECONCILIATION TIMES: 
Thursday: 11 am | Saturday: 9:45 am, 3 pm
PASTOR: 
Fr. Jim Lee
PAROCHIAL VICAR: 
Fr. Cody Ross
DEACONS: 
Rob Rensel 
John Bergford
SEMINARIAN 
Thomas Tran
MISSION

Our mission is to place God first in all things, to pro-
claim the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and to grow in holiness 
through prayer, sacraments, and service.

1208 11th Ave. SE, Olympia 98501 
(360) 754-4667 
www.saintmichaelparish.org

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday – Friday: 9 am - 5 pm 
Sunday 8:30 am - 4:30 pm

CALVARY CEMETERY ext. 138 
3850 Cleveland Ave., Tumwater 98501
ST. MICHAEL SCHOOL (360) 754-5131 
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY 
Mon, Wed, Fri  1-3pm (360) 352-7554
CLOTHING BANK  
Tues & Sat 9-11am, Thur. 6:30-8pm
PREGNANCY AID   (360) 956-7413  
M, T, Th, Fri  2-4pm, Wed. 9am-Noon
ST. MIKE’S TIKES  (360) 586-1585
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“I WAS A STRANGER, AND 
YOU WELCOMED ME.”
We have arrived at the 
final Sunday of the church 
year. Throughout, we have 
journeyed with the Gospel 
of Matthew and now come 
to the last of Jesus’ teach-
ings before he enters into 
his passion and death. It is 
the great scene of the final 
judgment.

Beginning this Sunday 
and throughout Advent Fr. 
Cody, Deacon John and I 
will focus our preaching 
on the ministry of hospital-
ity for Saint Michael Parish. 
It is our aim to engage 
every parishioner in a 
renewed and deepened 
sense of how to be a min-
ister of hospitality, that is, 
to see ourselves as living 
out the command of Jesus 
to “welcome the stranger.”

Hospitality is truly a gift 
that we are invited to offer 
each other every time we 
gather for holy Eucharist. 
Hospitality is that sense 
of warmth and welcome 
that we experience when 
we come home after a 
long day at work or having 
been away because of 
school, work or deploy-
ment. Hospitality is a 

sense of love and comfort 
that comes from know-
ing that we have a place. 
Hospitality is a sense of 
security, knowing that we 
will be welcomed even in 
our brokenness and our 
shortcomings.

Hospitality is also essen-
tial because with our St. 
Paul Street Evangelization 
efforts and the Alpha 
program, it is imperative 
that we welcome those 
who have never been 
to Saint Michael Parish 
or to a Catholic Church. 
Hospitality means that we 
must be intentionally on 
the lookout for those who 
are new, or who are return-
ing after a long absence. 
Hospitality is what Jesus 
offered to those who came 
to him. Hospitality is what 
Jesus offered to those to 
whom he reached out to 
in order to cure, forgive, 
heal and make whole. 
Hospitality is our ministry 
as well. More on this in the 
coming weeks.

PILGRIMAGE, CONTINUED

Wednesday, November 
8 found us pilgrims in 
St. Peter’s Square under 
beautiful blue skies with 
thousands of others 
from around the world. 
We had gathered for the 
Wednesday audience with 
Pope Francis. We arrived 

early so that we could be 
close to where we hoped 
the Pope would pass. We 
were rewarded! After an 
exciting morning ending 
with the Papal  blessing, 
we had some free time 
before an afternoon tour 
of St. Peter’s Basilica in the 
Vatican Museum. What 
incredible beauty we saw.

Thursday was one of 
the busiest days on the 
pilgrimage. We visited 
the three other “Station 
Churches” of Rome: St. 
Paul Outside the Walls 
(where we celebrated 
Mass in the chapel of St. 
Benedict), St. Mary Major 
and St. John Lateran. After 
a very quick lunch, many 
of the pilgrims went to visit 
the Coliseum and learn of 
its historical significance. 
Then we gathered for a 
last celebratory dinner.

Our final day in Rome 
began with Mass at St. 
Peter Basilica at the tomb 
of St. John Paul II. What 
a beautiful and profound 
experience it is having 
lived during the time of 
his papacy. From there 
we went underground on 
what is known as the Scavi 
Tour. This includes  the 
excavations under St. Peter 
Basilica and an unfolding 
of the archaeological and 
scientific evidence that 

has proven the traditional 
belief that the present 
basilica is built upon the 
tomb of St. Peter himself. 
This was a profound and 
moving experience to be 
able to see actual bone 
fragments of St. Peter. 
It is simply too much to 
describe. Because of the 
sensitive nature of the 
underground excavations, 
we went in small groups. 
This allowed others to 
spend time in St. Peter’s 
Basil ica praying and 
appreciating the beauty of 
this incredible church. That 
evening our group had a 
private tour of a section 
of the Vatican Museum 
which led us into into the 
Sistine Chapel. Without 
the crowds that are always 
present, the chapel could 
be experienced as a place 
of prayer and profound 
beauty. Standing in the 
chapel where popes have 
been chosen for the past 
centuries was truly hum-
bling and awe inspiring.

I end my reflections 
recalling the incredible 
work of Michelangelo 
and the scene of the 
Last Judgment which is 
his artistic rendition of 
today’s Gospel. I invite 
you to spend some time 
this week in prayer with 
this image. You can find it 
online or you may have a 

November 26, 2017 - Thirty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Fr. Jim Lee
Pastor
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worship

11/27 MONDAY

12 noon - Mary Pat Harbison U

11/28 TUESDAY 

12 noon - Margie Schuchts U

11/29 WEDNESDAY

12 noon - Ron Jones U

11/30 THURSDAY 

12 noon - Kevin Miedema U

1:30 pm - Mass at St. Francis

12/1 FRIDAY

9 am - Michael Pearsall
10:30 am - Mass at Sequoia

12/2 SATURDAY

9 am - Bob Evans U

5 pm - Alberto Cruz U

12/3 SUNDAY

7:30 am - Helen Falcone U

8:30 am - Dan Damien U Westside
9:30 am - Tony O’Gorman U

10:30 am - Catherine Franckowiak U Westside
11:30 am - Dolores Clerget U

5 pm - People of Saint Michael Parish
 

MASS SCHEDULE & INTENTIONS

Traveling? For nationwide Mass times and locations, call 1-800-Mass-Times (1-800-627-7846) or visit www.masstimes.org

"BY REQUEST" HYMN NIGHT 
November 30, 7 pm in the downtown church
With the arrival of the 2018 Breaking Bread missalettes, the 
SMP music ministry invites you to an evening of song and 
praise. You call out a hymn number, and the choir will sing it! 
This is the perfect chance to hear your favorite hymn, or to 
check out what's new in this year's Breaking Bread. 
Contact: 
Andrew Goldstein at (360) 292-7140

OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE CELEBRATION
December 2

The Mother of the Americas event begins with a rosary at 9:30 
a.m. at St. Mary Church, Seattle, followed by a two-mile pro-
cession to St. James Cathedral. Once there, Mass in Spanish 
and English will be celebrated by Archbishop Sartain (and 
concelebrated by Bishops Elizondo and Mueggenborg and 
several other priests) at 12:10 pm.
After Mass, a reception will follow with food, mariachi and 
folk dance groups. Bring the whole family and join our local 
bishops and hundreds of Catholics from parishes through-
out Western Washington in this wonderful and faith-filled 
celebration.
For more information, contact Annie Bailey at (206) 274-3194 
or ana.bailey@seattlearch.org.

CHRISTMAS CHILDREN'S CHOIR
The Saint Michael's Children's Choir is open to all kids ages 
5-18 with an interest in singing at the downtown Christmas 
Eve Mass on Sunday, December 24 at 5 pm. 
No audition is necessary! Rehearsals are held weekly on 
Thursday evenings, 6-6:45 pm in the downtown church 
beginning November 30. 
Contact Andrew Goldstein, Steward for Music Ministry, to reg-
ister at agoldstein@saintmichaelparish.org.

CHRISTMAS EVE LIVING GOSPEL
All-call for children in K through 5th grade who are interested 
in participating in the Living Gospel tableau at the 5 pm 
Christmas Eve Mass downtown. You are invited to be a part 
of the Christmas story as it comes alive!
Commitment includes three rehearsals and early arrival on 
Christmas Eve: Rehearsals will be from 6-7 pm on Monday, 
Wednesday, and Thursday, December 18, 20, and 21.
Contact Ann Ashe at aashe@saintmichaelparish.org or (360) 
292-7112 by December 10 to participate.
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MASS MINISTRY FOR CHILDREN 
Our faith-filled Mass Ministry for Children offers childcare 
and faith formation for families with children ages 1 to 9 
years of age during the 9:30 am Mass and the 5 pm Life 
Teen Mass. 
Because of the generous stewardship of our parishioners, this 
ministry is offered free of charge. Children are welcomed into 
a warm, friendly environment that will inspire them to learn to 
pray, grow as disciples, and experience Christian community.
St. Mike's Angels 
Location: St. Mike's Tikes | Ages 1 - 2 years
St. Mike's Saints  
Location: Gathering Space Room 5 | Ages 3 - 5 years
Liturgy of the Word for Children  
Dismissal from Mass - Ages K - 5th grade 
(Offered at the Westside Chapel at the 10:30am Mass) 
Registration forms are required for St. Mike's Angels & Saints 
groups (not needed for Liturgy of the Word for Children). 
Check-in for Angels & Saints is 15 minutes prior to Mass.  
Parents must sign children in and out of the room.
All groups will receive Faith Formation opportunities from a 
trained Catechist.

book that has the image. As 
you look at it, begin from the 
bottom left-hand side and arc 
over Jesus, the central figure 
of the image, and then down 
to the bottom right-hand side. 
This will help you understand 
the power of his work and the 
meaning of today’s Gospel.
As we journey to Advent, let 
us hold in mind these words 
of Jesus, “I was a stranger, 
and you welcomed me,” in 
our call to be ministers of hos-
pitality to one another and to 
those who will be coming 
into our midst these coming 
weeks, months and years as 
we seek to be heralds of the 
new evangelization.
In Christ, I love you,

Dear St. Michael Parishioners,
I am thrilled to share with 
you that we have finalized 
our accreditation self-study 
document after conducting 
a rigorous, inclusive, and 
data-centric process over 
the last year. Our self-study 
report will be used by the 
accreditation visiting team 
when they are here with us 
between March 21-23 to eval-
uate our school and verify 
the information in our report. 
Our self-study culminates 
in an action plan listing our 
significant accomplishments, 
significant goals, and critical 
goals. Drawn from the depth 

of data analysis and reflec-
tion of our self-study, our 
three critical goals are to:
• Increase student learn-

ing by integrating the 
Schoolwide Learning 
Expectations into the 
culture of    St. Michael 
Parish School.

• Intentionally engage, 
challenge, and inspire 
the highly capable and 
highly motivated student. 

• Use various assessment 
data, including MAP, to 
meet the needs of all 
learners. 

Once verified and confirmed 
by the visiting team as goals 
that we should indeed be 
focused on, we will spend the 
next six years implementing 
the critical goals through var-
ious strategies. I look forward 
to sharing more information 
with you regarding the visit 
as we get closer to our March 
visit. Additionally, I will be 
sure to share the results of 
our visit with you. Thank you 
for supporting us through this 
accreditation cycle! 
Blessings,
Connor Geraghty 
Principal

ST. MICHAEL SCHOOL GIFT CARDS
St. Michael School will sell gift cards in the downtown 
Gathering Space on Sunday December 3 and Sunday, 
December 10. The Gift Card Program (SCRIP) is a fundraiser 
for the school and offers gift cards for over 50 popular stores, 
the same gift cards you see in stores that you normally pur-
chase to give to others. Each gift card has a rebate percentage 
that goes directly to the school upon purchase. 
They will be set up next to the Giving Tree in the Gathering 
Space so you can support both the school and the community 
at once! Cards can be purchased with cash or check.

Pastor's Notebook, continued 
from pg. 2
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DOWNLOAD OUR APP AT: myparishapp.com

give

TEXT TO GIVE
(360) 523-7408

FOOD BANK AND 
THE OTHER BANK 
COLLECTION 
NEXT WEEKEND! 
Every first weekend of the 
month we take nonperishable 
food and financial donations 
for the Thurston County Food 
Bank.   The Other Bank, 
operated by the YWCA, dis-

tributes personal hygiene products and cleaning supplies 
which cannot be purchased with food stamps. These items 
are essential for maintaining health and personal dignity. 
Donations of money are also much needed and appreciated. 
Please use the blue edged envelopes at the donation table 
and put them in the collection or give to a hospitality minister. 
Thank you for your generosity.

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE

Pastoral Year 2017-2018
Donations Received as of November 19, 2017

Sunday Stewardship $35,512

Online Stewardship Giving $17,267

Sunday Loose Donations $1,958

Holy Days $0

Youth (Little House) $121

Total Offertory Collection Received $54,858

Year to Date Received $1 ,208,718

SEARCHING FOR A MEANINGFUL GIFT?
Here are some suggestions to celebrate birthdays, holidays, 
weddings, anniversaries or any special days:
Rosaries and decade bracelets, made by one of the monks at 
St. Martin’s Abbey. Call Br Edmund Ebbers at (360) 438-4457 
for more information
Local honey plus homemade items from Africa and felt dolls 
made at the Priory. Call St. Placid Priory at (360) 438-1771.
Livestock and more for families in need around the world. Visit 
Heifer International at www.heifer.org or call 1-855-8HUNGER.

CHRISTMAS GIVING  SMP – WESTSIDE!
The Christmas Giving program will be held at the Westside 
Chapel on the weekends of November 26 and December 3.
Our support for the children of the Tumwater School District 
started at the Southside in 1995 and moved to the Westside 
in 2003. Since then, 8:30 and 10:30 am Mass  attendees 
together have provided gifts for about 120 children from low 
income families each year.
This year the gift tags will be available for pickup on Nov. 26 
and Dec. 3. Each tag will list the recipient's gender and age 
and a "wish list" of one to three gifts. Please choose a tag 
and purchase one or more of the gifts on the wish list. Return 
the gift(s) to the same place you picked up the tag with the 
original gift tag securely attached.
Since The Westside supports different organizations, it is very 
important that the gifts are returned to the same place the tag 
originated. All gifts must be brought to the Westside chapel 
by Sunday, December 10, so they can be gathered and dis-
tributed in time for Christmas.
Information on dates for pickup/drop off downtown coming 
soon! Questions? Contact Brandon Jones at (360) 292-7108 
or bjones@saintmichaelparish.org
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serve

Phil Chavez 
Nicollette Gonzalez 
Dexter P. 
LaToya Quinn 
Dennis Shoemaker 
Theresa Ragan 
Jo P. 
Barbara Jean Smith 
Janet & Ken Vetter 
Don Alder 
Hilary Borngesser 
Ella Michael 
Pat O'Neill 
Joseph Lario 
Robert Kelly 
Migi Armenteros 
Garrett Milhoan 
Diane Larson Brooks 
Armando Fernandes 
Jack Ardner 
Matthew Krug 
Ryan Swan 
Alacia 
Joe McGlothlan 
Hector Sanchez 
Eric McDonald 
Breanna Taylor 
Amanda Brown 
Joseph Frank 
Fr. Mike McDermott 
Eric McDonald 
Andrew McAlister 
Kent Hutchinson 
Joan Cross 
Chi & Lan Nguyen 
Jan Putnam 
Gerry McLaughlin 
Ann Rook 
Rahul Dusane 
Jolane Zander 
Lisa Zander 
Bill Wiskirken 
Florence Sullins 
June Merritt 

Robert Clark 
Jean Clare 
Shantell Rodriguez 
Janette Akehurst 
Rosanne Burns 
Sarah Rensel 
Bruce & Betty Davidson 
Maryann McLaughlin 
Tami Grant 
CJ Olsen 
Mary Anderson 
Doris Diehl 
Kathleen Trepanier 
Teresa LaBouff Family 
Timea 
Lori Preuss 
V. L. Patrick family 
Ida & Leo Heger 
Marge Pool 
Paul Schumacher 
Laurie Bassett 
Van Thi Thu Nguyen 
Huy Phu Hang 
Terry Tallman 
Constance Roy 
June Francis 
Joey Lynn Benck 
Bill Wilcox 
Amy Pulido 
Lisa Schramm 
Rita Rutigliano 
Pati Leininger 
Carmen McHugh 
Jeana & Michael Knight 
Mariah Farmer-Grace 
Rudy Enriquez 
Ed Swan 
Ron Rebers 
Dorene Naccarato 
Grace & Bob 
Mary Flury 
Ernie Ang 
Thelma Ang 
Marty Bucklin

PLEASE PRAY FOR:

To submit prayer requests, call the Parish Office at 
(360) 754-4667 or submit your request via our  
website under the Contact menu.
If you or someone you know is homebound and wish-
es to receive Holy Communion, please call:  
Benedetta Reece at (360) 292-7143 or Dcn. Terry  
Barber at Sacred Heart Parish at (360) 491-0890.

SOCKS, HANDS & FEET WARMER DRIVE
The weather is starting to turn colder, so we are asking for 
help for the next three weeks to donate socks and hand and 
foot warmers for the Men’s Shelter. The men are very appre-
ciative of this program, which would not be possible without 
your generous donations and dedication. 
Questions? Contact Brandon Jones at (360) 292-7108 or 
bjones@saintmichaelparish.org with any questions regard-
ing this drive.

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL CLOTHING BANK 
NEEDS YOUR HELP!   

Our clothing bank offers a 
real opportunity to serve fam-
ilies and individuals in need. 
We describe our efforts as 
"Sorting & Serving". Sorters 
go through donations, put-
ting them in inventory, 
and Servers help our visitors 
locate and obtain needed 
items. 

While volunteer opportunities are always available, our 
immediate need is for Wednesday evening Sorters, who 
typically work from 6:30-8 pm. This is a special volunteer 
opportunity for husband and wife teams, though singles are 
just as welcome. Other sorting days/times are available as 
well. Serving days/hours are Tuesdays and Saturdays 9-11 
am and Thursdays 6:30-8 pm. 
Interested/questions? Contact Ed Knuckey at (360) 528-9525 
or eknuckey@comcast.net.

COOKIES & SOCKS DRIVE
Wanted: Cookies and white socks to be shared with those 
incarcerated this Christmas  throughout the greater WA area.
Each year Saint Michael parishioners contribute cookies and 
socks to the Chaplain at the Thurston County Jail who pro-
vides bags of Christmas cheer for men and women at five WA 
state jails. Please contribute if you can.  Drop off the cookies 
and socks to the Parish Office Dec 17–19 (before 5pm).  
Questions? Contact Bene Reece at (360) 292-7143 or breece@
saintmichaelparish.org.
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grow

PRIORY PROGRAMS
Introduction to a Prayer Practice for those in 12 Step 
Programs: The Method of Centering Prayer 

Saturday January 6th, 2018 9:00am - 3:30pm 
The Mission: We are 12 Step People who practice Centering 
Prayer as our 11th Step and pass it on to others in 12 Step 
Recovery.
Centering Prayer can help deepen our application of the 12 
Steps generally, and the 11th Step specifically, through daily 
immersion in prayer and meditation. We believe that when 
applied as a daily supplement to the 12 Steps, Centering 
Prayer opens us to the deepest dimension of spirituality.
Fee: Donation at door
Contact: Janice at (360) 438-2595 or visit www.stplacid.org.

Join Matthew Kelly, America’s bestselling Catholic 
author, and other leading Catholic voices of our time on 
a life-changing journey through Best Advent Ever. Sign 
up for daily inspirational emails with short videos, encour-
agement, and coaching for Advent at dynamiccatholic.
com/best-advent-ever.

Join over 275,000 people each day this Advent. Bishop 
Rober Barron will send you a new reflection each day 
during Advent.  You'll also receive exclusive videos, 
special discounts, and a chance to win free DVDs, CDs, 
books, and more from Bishop Barron and Word on Fire. 
Sign up at adventreflections.com.

GROW IN FAITH THIS ADVENT!

A TIME FOR RECONCILIATION
This is the perfect time of year to return to the 
Sacrament of Confession - especially if it's been a 
while!

CGS LEVEL II/III FAMILY CELEBRATION
All CGS families with children in Levels II and III are encour-
aged to attend our Advent Family Celebration on Sunday, 
December 3 from 2-4 at the Westside Chapel.  We have 
activities for  ages 3-adult regardless of whether they are 
enrolled in an Atrium!   We will share fellowship and snacks 
and explore the messianic prophesies and working to plan a 
prayer service that will be our closing. Please email mtrotter@
saintmichaelparish.org  with your name and the ages of your 
children to make sure we have enough supplies! Help join 
us as we enter into a prayerful season in preparation for the 
Feast of the Nativity.

ST. MICHAEL SCHOOL CHRISTMAS 
WREATHS
The wreaths have arrived! If you submitted and paid for a 
wreath, please pick up your orders after Masses (except 5 pm 
Sunday) in the downtown Gathering Space or at the Westside 
Chapel this weekend or next.
Did you miss submitting an order? There will be a limited 
supply of 25" Door Wreaths, 12" Advent Wreaths and Advent 
Candle sets available. Donations are gladly accepted as well.

Door Wreaths $30 | Advent Wreaths $25 | Candle Sets $5
Thank you for your support of the St. Michael School 5th grade 
class!
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connect

WEEK 4 ~ THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Advent, the start of a new liturgical year, is a time of prepa-
ration.  The Church gives us this season to be intentional in 
our preparations for both the coming of Our Lord at Christmas 
and also for His second coming at the end of time.  In this 
week's DVD Fr Cody encourages us to use this time wisely.   
We usually have 4 weeks of preparation, but this year we 
have only 3 as Christmas is on a Monday.  We are asked to 
examine what is out of place in our life, what areas of our life 
need a tune up.  A  beautiful place to begin this is with the 
sacrament of reconciliation.  We must get our house in order 
with concrete resolutions.  We do not know the day or the 
hour.  Prepare now so that we can wait in joyful anticipation 
of the coming of Our Lord. 
If you were unable to join the 300+ parishioners preparing 
for Advent in small groups, you can follow along by using the 
reflection sheets and Fr. Jim/Fr. Cody's videos posted on the 
website at saintmichaelparish.org/learn/small groups. Click 
on Resources. 
Contact: Michaela Moreau at smp.smallgroups@gmail.com

GRIEF SUPPORT
Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton Grief Support Group is for those 
who are grieving and carry a heavy heart for any reason, not 
just  the loss of a loved one. The upcoming cycle of 8 consec-
utive weekly meetings will start Saturday, December 2 from 
10 am-12 noon, Parish Center Room 9.
Whether present events brought grief to you or you are car-
rying the pain of grief from long ago; whether faith brings you 
support while grieving or grief causes your faith to tremble, 
please join us. We gather to learn about the grief process, 
support one another, and share our thoughts and feelings, 
sustained by our faith and enlightened by Christ. All meetings 
are FREE. No need to be a parishioner or Catholic to attend. 
If you or someone you know would benefit from participating, 
or if you have any questions, please contact Bene Reece at 
(360) 292-7143 or breece@saintmichaelparish.org.

SAFE ENVIRONMENT TRAINING
Tuesday, November 28, 6-9 pm in the Parish Center
Register online at www.virtusonline.org and click First-Time 
Registrant. For volunteers who have already registered in 
Virtus, please log in to your account to sign up for the class.
For more information or for assistance creating a Virtus 
account, please call Mona at (360) 292-7141 or mbishop@
saintmichaelparish.org

Date Night
Friday, December 15

6:30 - 9:30 pm | Space is limited!

RSVP by December 1 
Include names and ages of your children 

elyons@saintmichaelparish.org

Saint Michael Parish

Need a night out to regroup during the busy holiday season? 
Let SMP childcare staff watch the children.

MONDAY, DECEMBER 25  
Downstairs in the Multipurpose Room from 1-3 pm. 

Bring your favorite dish (or leftover!), family and friends!
Please call or email Bene Reece at breece@saintmichael-
parish.org  or (360) 292-7143 and let her know how many 
are in your group she'll know how many tables to set!
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share

November 26: Contributing to the good of society- we are 
doing as Jesus has commanded and connecting to our com-
munity through a simple service project that will impact lives. 
December 3: "She said Yes!" The annunciation: dive deeper 
into Mary's yes to being the Mother of Jesus

BLESSING OF AN ADVENT WREATH
The use of the Advent Wreath is a traditional practice which 
has found its place in the Church as well as in the home. The 
blessing of an Advent Wreath takes place on the First Sunday 
of Advent or on the evening before the First Sunday of Advent.
When the blessing of the Advent Wreath is celebrated in 
the home, it is appropriate that it be blessed by a parent or 
another member of the family.
All make the sign of the cross as the leader says: Our help 
is in the name of the Lord.

Response (R/.) Who made heaven and earth.

Then the Scripture, Isaiah 9: (lines 1-2 and 5-6) or Isaiah 63 
(lines 16-17 & 19) or Isaiah 64  (lines 2-7) is read:
Reader: The Word of the Lord.

R/. Thanks be to God.

With hands joined, the leader says:
Lord our God,

we praise you for your Son, Jesus Christ:

he is Emmanuel, the hope of the peoples,

he is the wisdom that teaches and guides us,

he is the Savior of every nation.

Lord God,

let your blessing come upon us

as we light the candles of this wreath.

May the wreath and its light

be a sign of Christ’s promise to bring us salvation.

May he come quickly and not delay.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.

R/. Amen.
The blessing may conclude with a verse from “O Come, O 
Come, Emmanuel”:
O come, desire of nations, bind

in one the hearts of humankind;

bid ev’ry sad division cease

and be thyself our Prince of peace.

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel

shall come to thee, O Israel.

—From Catholic Household Blessings & Prayers

ABOUT ADVENT WREATHS
Traditionally, Advent wreaths are constructed of a circle of 
evergreen branches into which four candles are inserted, rep-
resenting the four weeks of Advent.  Ideally, three candles are 
purple and one is rose, but white candles can also be used. 
The purple candles in particular symbolize the prayer, pen-
ance, and preparatory sacrifices and goods works undertaken 
at this time. The rose candle is lit on the third Sunday, Gaudete 
Sunday, when the priest also wears rose vestments at Mass; 
Gaudete Sunday is the Sunday of rejoicing, because the 
faithful have arrived at the midpoint of Advent, when their 
preparation is now half over and they are close to Christmas.
The progressive lighting of the candles symbolizes the expec-
tation and hope surrounding our Lord’s first coming into the 
world and the anticipation of his second coming to judge the 
living and the dead.


