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1208 11th Ave. SE, Olympia 98501
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OFFICE HOURS

St. JPII's Feast Day

Monday – Friday: 9 am - 5 pm
Sunday 8:30 am - 4:30 pm
CALVARY CEMETERY ext. 138
3850 Cleveland Ave., Tumwater 98501
ST. MICHAEL SCHOOL (360) 754-5131
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY
Mon, Wed, Fri 1-3pm
(360) 352-7554
CLOTHING BANK
Tues & Sat 9-11am, Thur. 6:30-8pm
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PREGNANCY AID
(360) 956-7413
M, T, Th, Fri 2-4pm, Wed. 9am-Noon
ST. MIKE’S TIKES

(360) 586-1585

Busting the Myths

NORMAL MASS TIMES:
(Daily Mass times often change – Check schedule on page 3)

Downtown:
1055 Boundary St. SE
Monday – Thursday: Noon | Friday & Saturday: 9 am
Saturday: 5 pm | Sunday: 7:30, 9:30 & 11:30 am, 5 pm
Westside Chapel:
1835 Overhulse Rd. NW

7/8

Thursday (1st & 3rd): 6:30 am
Sunday: 8:30am, 10:30 am
2nd Sunday: 1:30 pm (Vietnamese)
RECONCILIATION TIMES:
Thursday: 11 am | Saturday: 9:45 am, 3 pm

What's Happening?

PASTOR:
Fr. Jim Lee
PAROCHIAL VICAR:
Fr. Cody Ross
DEACONS:
Rob Rensel
John Bergford
SEMINARIAN
Thomas Tran
MISSION
Our mission is to place God first in all things, to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and to grow in holiness
through prayer, sacraments, and service.
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Nancy: Listening to God
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Pastor's Notebook

October 22, 2017 - Twenty-ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time
with different actors. The
false gods of the nations
can be named as power,
domination, money, technology, latest devices,
video games, sports,
pornography, sexual
Fr. Jim Lee
exploitation, screen time,
Pastor
clothes, etc., etc. The
possibilities are almost
“I am the Lord and there is endless in our present day.
no other, there is no God
To be an intentional disbesides me.”
ciple of Jesus Christ in
These words from our first our world today is to be
reading, Isaiah 45:5, speak different, have different
directly to the mission of priorities and make differthe chosen people, Israel. ent choices that will seem
In the midst of a poly- odd, strange, and simply
theistic world, Yahweh ludicrous to many around
chose the descendants us. Seeking to place God
of Abraham, Isaac and first in all things, in all deciJacob to be the heralds of sions, in all encounters, in
the truth of the existence all choices will fly in the
of God and revelation of face of a culture that is
who God is. The vocation so rooted in the self and
of the chosen people was a life that seeks pleasure,
reiterated over and over satisfaction and fulfillment
again so that they would above all else.
understand their vocation,
embrace it, and live it as As I have so often said,
a sign of salvation to the being a Catholic today is
hard work. It takes effort,
other nations.
intentionality, focus, delibUnfor tunately, God ’s erate choices, and above
chosen ones often failed all sacrifice. Yet these very
to be true to the truth virtues are what conform
revealed to them. The us to Christ. Jesus was
chosen people again and radically different from
again become unfaithful the other rabbis of his
and pursued the “Baals,” time. He knew who he
the false gods of the was and whose he was to
other nations. They didn’t the end. He had no other
want to be different. They god before him except his
wanted to fit in, be like the Father in the Holy Spirit.
others, following their own
On this World Mission
folly.
Sunday when we celWe struggle with the ebrate the mission of
same reality today, just the Church to “Go, make

disciples” let us recommit
ourselves to living our faith
fully and sharing the Good
News of Jesus Christ as
Lord to a world so caught
up with other gods that do
not bring the gift of eternal
life.

STEWARDSHIP OF
TREASURE RENEWAL
In the next weeks, we
are invited to prayerfully
commit to sharing a portion of the financial gifts
God has blessed us with
on behalf of the mission of
Saint Michael Parish. We
are invited into the “heart
of stewardship” in a fourstep reflection: pray, ask,
do, receive. This week you
will receive a letter from Fr.
Cody and me inviting you
to participate financially.
With your spouse and
family, please pray and
discuss what God is asking
you to give. It is our desire
that every household
make a financial commitment in fulfilling God’s
mission given to us. Thank
you for your generosity.

NEW STAFF: Administrative
A s s i s t a n t f o r Fa i t h
Formation; Steward for
Time, Talent, Treasure and
Parish Life

and talent. I’ll let them
introduce themselves.
"Hello all! My name is Caiti
Schmitz, and about one
month ago something
amazing happened! I was
invited to join the Saint
Michael Parish staff as
Administrative Assistant
for Faith Formation! Since
day one, 'blessed,' is my
humble answer when
asked how I feel about my
new career. I am a Norcal
(Nor thern California)
native, but lived in Eastern
Washington for 13 years
prior to moving to the
Olympia area for work and,
more importantly, to be
near family. Finding Saint
Michael Parish has given
me so much more than I
could ever imagine. God is
so good."
“Hi. I’m Rex Yabut. I was
raised near Steilacoom by
two hardworking parents
with three older siblings.
As a young Catholic in
elementary school, I found
myself drawn to the sign
of peace during Mass - it
was the joy in exchanging those words, “Peace
Be With You,” - that was
humbling. I am grateful to
be married to a wife who
keeps me grounded and
is living out her passion
as a teacher. We are both
truly blessed to call Saint
Michael Parish our home
and this community our
family.”

I am grateful to God for
assisting us once again in
hiring some very talented
and committed young
people to our parish staff.
Both have been involved
in other ministries in the In Christ, I love you.
parish, sharing their time

www.saintmichaelparish.org
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worship

MASS SCHEDULE & INTENTIONS
10/23 MONDAY
12 noon - Altar Society Members, Living & Deceased

10/24 TUESDAY

OCTOBER 22 IS THE FEAST OF SAINT
JOHN PAUL II

12 noon - Word & Communion

10/25 WEDNESDAY
12 noon - Denny Specht

In honor of this beloved saint’s feast day, follow his journey
from his youth in Poland through the late days of his papacy
as he touched millions, changing the face of the Church and
the world, and defending the dignity of mankind.

U

10/26 THURSDAY
12 noon - Theresa Zinnikas

In an Emmy-nominated performance by John Voight, the
person of John Paul II comes alive in this dramatized film
on his life and papacy. Watch it in honor of his feast day on
FORMED! If you don't yet have FORMED, simply follow the
directions on our website at www.saintmichaelparish.org/
learn/formed/

U

10/27 FRIDAY
9 am - Ed Armstrong

U

11 am - Mass at Bonaventure

10/28 SATURDAY
9 am - The Family of Emilio & Pasita Malinao
5 pm - Ann McCauley

This film is also available in Spanish!

U

10/29 SUNDAY
7:30 am - Tess Haigh

U

8:30 am - Arthur Romero

U Westside

9:30 am - Andy & Jean Lechner

U

A NEW ALL SOULS DAY TRADITION

10:30 am - Betty Holding

U Westside

11:30 am - Frank Donavan

U

This year we are starting what we hope will become a parish
tradition in celebration of All Souls Day, November 2.

5 pm - People of Saint Michael Parish

Memorial Candles have been purchased and will be available
in the parish office after Mass now through October 30, or
until they are all gone. The candles, which have a space to
inscribe a name of a deceased loved one, will be lit on All
Souls Day and remain in the church for approximately six
days. Suggested donation is $10.

Traveling? For nationwide Mass times and locations, call 1-800-Mass-Times (1-800-627-7846) or visit www.masstimes.org
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BUSTING THE

Am I obliged to be married
in the Catholic Church?

If you are a baptized Catholic and were
not married in the Catholic Church we
want to help you experience the fullness of sacramental marriage!
God is a community of persons
whose life is love; we call this perfect love the holy Trinity. The Church
sees holy matrimony as an image of

the holy Trinity. For this reason, the
Catholic Church sees the dignity of
marriage and raises it to the level
of a Sacrament, recognizing Holy
Matrimony as a vocation in service to
the whole world. Baptized Catholics
need to be married in the Catholic
Church to receive these graces necessary to live their vocation of Holy
Matrimony. A baptized Catholic who
is in an irregular marriage (meaning a
marriage outside the Church) cannot
receive Holy Communion or serve
as a godparent. If you are baptized
Catholic and were not married in the
Catholic Church we want assist you.

Let's dispel some myths about
marriage in the Catholic Church.

non-Catholic spouse does not need
to convert.
Do I need a large wedding Mass? No,
you can have a simple wedding with
just the Rite of Marriage (giving of the
promises and rings) in front of two witnesses and a deacon or priest.
Will people judge me for not being
married in the Catholic Church? No,
in fact the Church rejoices more
than you can imagine to assist you in
resolving the status of your marriage.
Contact Andrew Casad to learn about
getting married in the Catholic Church
at acasad@saintmichaelparish.org or
(360) 292-7127.

Does my non-Catholic spouse need
to become Catholic in order for us
to marry in the Church? No, your

heard Confession and held Mass with
the members of her group three times
this past year.
Andrea has collaborated with two other
volunteer groups: Saturday evening
Living Stones ministry and the Bridges
of Life 14-week program, which helps
restore broken relationships with victims
who have been hurt by prison inmates.

CONGRATULATIONS ANDREA!
Andrea Deshaye, a member of Deacon
Rensel’s Detention Ministry, has been
named the 2017 Washington State
Department of Corrections' Volunteer
of the Year. The award was presented to
Andrea by the Washington Correctional
Center Chaplain, who also delivered a
letter of recognition to Andrea from
the director of the DOC. Both the WCC
chaplain and the DOC director also
acknowledged Saint Michael Parish
for the quality of its detention ministry
and the exceptional dedication of its
volunteers.
Andrea leads a Small Faith Sharing

Group each Thursday evening at the
Men’s Prison in Shelton. She has been
involved in Detention Ministry (both the
Washington Correctional Center and
the Thurston County Jail) for the past
four years. She and ten other SMP volunteers go to the Prison each week and
represent Saint Michael Parish at three
evening Bible Studies and four Sunday
Communion Services.
Andrea's group has also enjoyed
Matthew Kelly’s Decision Point DVD
series, various of Fr. Barron’s teachings,
and Nicky Gumbel’s Alpha series.
Fr. Cody and seminarian Thomas Tran
recently joined Andrea in her small
group ministry at the WCC. Fr. Cody has

www.saintmichaelparish.org

Andrea also serves as a Board Member
for the Thurston County Jail Ministry
Program.
SMP's Prison Ministry is a significant
component of our Strategic Plan to connect with others through discipleship.
We are grateful for Andrea's exemplary
service and congratulate her on this
well-deserved recognition as the 2017
Department of Corrections Volunteer
of the Year.
Interested in volunteering in Detention
Ministry? Have books to donate?
Questions? Please contact Jim Pierson
at piersonjim@gmail.com or (843) 6096076 or Thomas Frey at (360) 280-6932.
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STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE
Pastoral Year 2017-2018
Donations Received as of October 15, 2017
Sunday Stewardship

$29,407

Online Stewardship Giving

$20,368

Sunday Loose Donations

$1,647

Holy Days

$0

Youth (Little House)

$110

Total Offertory Collection Received
Year to Date Received

$51,533
$922,834

TEXT
TO
GIVE
(360) 523-7408

SMP IN SUPPORT OF ST. VINCENT DE
PAUL: THANK YOU!
A big thank you to those who supported the walk and sail in
support of St Vincent DePaul! A group of about 20, plus 2
doggies, walked from SMP to the Farmers' Market and back
last Saturday, while parishioner Tim Determan sailed from
Shelton to Boston Harbor.
Many parishioners sponsored the walkers and the sailor and
we raised about $1,300 for the Saint Vincent De Paul Society.
Thank you for your immense generosity!
More on the sail next week, so stay tuned!

MEN'S SHELTER DRIVE THANK YOU!
We are at capacity for the toiletry items for the Men’s Shelter.
Thank you for your generous donations. Please keep the
power bars/energy bars coming! They are the most consumed items and the men really enjoy having something to
hold them over until their next meal. Keep this ministry in
your prayers as we will be doing a sock drive near the end
of November.

DOWNLOAD OUR APP AT: myparishapp.com
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Contact: Brandon Jones at (360) 292-7108 or bjones@saintmichaelparish.org
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PLEASE PRAY FOR:

CHRISTMAS GIVING 2017
It's amazing that Christmas Giving 2017 is almost upon us!
This program helps many families that may struggle during the
holiday season with gifts for their children. Feel called to bring
hope, love, joy, and peace? Please attend our tag organization
meeting from 6-7 pm on October 26 in Gathering Space
Room 3. For further information, please contact Brandon
Jones at (360) 292-7108 or bjones@saintmichaelparish.org.

COUNTERS NEEDED!
We still need foks to help us count the weekend offertory
on Mondays. This is a perfect opportunity for school moms
after dropping the kiddos at St. Michael School! Or maybe
you've just retired and don't quite know what to do with your
Monday mornings. This is a great ministry with a big responsibility and we'd love to have your help. Please contact Laurie
Oelschlager at (360) 292-7105 or loelschlager@saintmichaelparish.org.

The Shawver family
Linda Wood
Diana Weber
Joey Lynn Benck
Bryce Moody
Stan
Richard Monohon
Racquel Barro & Family
Enrique B. Rubio
Mark Reiter
Amy Novak
Rory Roggenkamp
Ingrid Turner & Family
Ann Mitchell
Melissa Goin
Dwane & Suzyette
Phil Chavez
Nicollette Gonzalez
Dexter P.
LaToya Quinn
Dennis Shoemaker
Theresa Ragan
Jo P.
Barbara Jean Smith
Janet & Ken Vetter
Don Alder
Hilary Borngesser
Ella Michael
Pat O'Neill
Joseph Lario
Robert Kelly
Migi Armenteros
Garrett Milhoan
Diane Larson Brooks
Armando Fernandes
Jack Ardner
Matthew Krug
Ryan Swan
Alacia
Joe McGlothlan
Hector Sanchez
Eric McDonald
Breanna Taylor
Amanda Brown

Joseph Frank
Fr. Mike McDermott
Eric McDonald
Andrew McAlister
Kent Hutchinson
Joan Cross
Chi & Lan Nguyen
Jan Putnam
Gerry McLaughlin
Ann Rook
Rahul Dusane
Jolane Zander
Lisa Zander
Bill Wiskirken
Florence Sullins
June Merritt
Robert Clark
Jean Clare
Shantell Rodriguez
Janette Akehurst
Rosanne Burns
Sarah Rensel
Bruce & Betty Davidson
Maryann McLaughlin
Tami Grant
CJ Olsen
Mary Anderson
Doris Diehl
Gene Putscher
Kathleen Trepanier
Teresa LaBouff Family
Timea
Lori Preuss
V. L. Patrick family
Ida & Leo Heger
Marge Pool
Paul Schumacher
Laurie Bassett
Van Thi Thu Nguyen
Huy Phu Hang
Terry Tallman
Constance Roy
June Francis
Joey Lynn Benck

AUDITOR NEEDED!
Do you have technical human resource skills in the areas of
job audits, classification analysis, and organizational structure? If so, we need your help. It has been over ten years
since our last review and audit of our administrative positions,
and we need to have a look at where we are today. If you are
interested in taking on this task on behalf of the parish, please
contact Chris Peterson, Parish Administrator at (360) 292-7116
for a copy of the Scope of Work or for additional information.

To submit prayer requests, call the Parish Office at
(360) 754-4667 or submit your request via our
website under the Contact menu.
If you or someone you know is homebound and wishes to receive Holy Communion, please call:
Benedetta Reece at (360) 292-7143 or Dcn. Terry
Barber at Sacred Heart Parish at (360) 491-0890.

www.saintmichaelparish.org
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YOUTH MINISTRY
school students, grades 6-8.

October 29
Law Breaker
Next week at Middle School/EDGE
we will talk about the Crucifixion
of Jesus. Please join us as we dive
deeper into the meaning of Jesus'
death!
November 5:
Source & Summit:
The Eucharist
Please join the EDGE Middle
Schoolers as we talk about the scriptural roots of the Eucharist in the Old
and New Testament.

What is EDGE?
EDGE is youth ministry for middle

In many respects, middle school
youth are on the edge because
so much is going on in their lives
socially, physically, mentally, and
spiritually. It can be a stressful time
for you and for them. Our youth
need a strong support system for
the ever-changing youth culture
that they face. Our goal is to give our
middle school youth the edge, the
Catholic edge, the Jesus edge as
they go through this time of remarkable change in their lives.

October 22
Teens, come have a little fiesta to
welcome our special guest from the
Holy Spirit Center in Juarez, Mexico!
Join us as we dive into the meaning

of missionary discipleship! The night
will include loteria, bingo Spanish
style, and we will close with a bang
(pinata), you won't want to miss it.
Hope you can join us!

What is Life Teen?
Life Teen is youth ministry for high
school students, grades 9-12.
Every Sunday we begin with Life
Teen Mass at 5 pm in the downtown
Church. Mass is followed by Life
Night at 6:30 pm in the Gathering
Space. Each night we explore a
different relevant topic about faith,
current cultural issues, or church
teaching. We begin each night with
some food and fun activities. This is
a great place for teens to meet other
Catholic youth and explore their
faith in a loved-filled community.

PRIORY PROGRAMS
Compassion and Politics
Saturday, November 4, 9 am-3 pm
This workshop will address the state of political polarization
in our society today. How can we move beyond an “us vs.
them” mentality? How can we be passionate advocates for
justice without demonizing those who hold different political
views? What do our faith traditions teach us about open and
compassionate encounter with the political “other?”
Register by Prior Friday: $50

The Celtic Way of Prayer – in Word & Song

BEGINNING EXPERIENCE RETREAT

Saturday, November 11, 9 am-3 pm
Total immersion in the ethos of the Celtic Christian church
happens through spoken and sung prayer. We will work with
original and contemporary texts from the Carmina Gaedelica
to the Iona Community of today. After singing and praying
together we’ll write a prayer of your own in the Celtic style.
Register by Prior Friday: $50
See full descriptions at www.stplacid.org. To register, call The
Priory Spirituality Center at (360) 438-2595 or email spiritualityctr@stplacid.org.

7

If you are ready to deal with the grief of being widowed,
divorced or separated, there is help. As a faith-based organization, Beginning Experience offers men and women the
opportunity and skills to build deeper self-respect, to cope
with the pain of loss, and to move into the future with renewed
hope. Join us for a weekend away for a lifetime of change
-- available twice a year, in the spring and fall. This coming
fall Puget Sound area weekend is Friday-Sunday, October
27-29 in Carnation, WA. Please call Chris, the BE Registrar,
at (253) 223-2645 for more information and a brochure.

www.saintmichaelparish.org
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PREPARE YOUR HEART FOR THE LORD
LAST WEEKEND TO REGISTER!
6-week Advent sessions start Nov 6

Small Groups are not just another activity to push into your
busy week. It’s time taken to listen to God and discern His
direction — to infuse divine purpose into all areas of your life.
It is a time to share fellowship, laughs, joys, struggles and
prayers with your faith family. Come and be renewed and
refreshed! Groups will meet in homes weekly to break open
the Gospel, share faith and fellowship, and glean wisdom
from Fr. Jim and Fr. Cody on a DVD made just for you! We
get a jump start on Advent and meet for six weeks, beginning
November 6.

Please register by October 25
We have a few new groups with openings:

YOU'RE INVITED!
There are just a little over 30 days until Thanksgiving and a
little over 60 days until Christmas!
Please mark your calendar for this year's Thanksgiving potluck on Saturday, November 25 and a Christmas potluck on
Monday, December 25.
Questions? Please call Bene at (360) 292-7143 or email
breece@saintmichaelparish.org

• Ken Lake Group held Monday evenings on the Westside
• SE Lacey Group held Thursday evenings
• John 6:35 Group held Tuesday evenings in NE Olympia
And, we still have openings in groups for:
• School Parents • Young Adults • Daily Mass goers • Seniors
• Shelton Area • Couples • Newcomers • non-Catholics and
those considering returning to the church
Contact:
Michaela Moreau at smp.smallgroups@gmail.com

PROJECT RACHEL

Hope and Healing ~ After Abortion
“Now I know God had already forgiven me and it was I who
had not forgiven myself…and this nearly destroyed my life, as
well as the lives of those I love .” -Testimonial
Have you forgiven yourself? Have you been able to receive
God’s forgiveness? The next Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat is
scheduled for November 10-12 in Seabeck, WA .

Completely Confidential
The Rachel’s Vineyard healing retreat is sponsored by
Project Rachel Western Washington, a program of Catholic
Community Services. You need not be Catholic to participate.
Please call Valerie to register at 1-800-822-HOPE (4673).

"HOLY OLY" SMALL GROUP IS
STARTING AGAIN!
Last year, one of the Small Faith Sharing Groups met at the
Olympia Center for Lectio Divina, a video and reflections. In
the spring , we saw the Alpha series of videos, which generated great questions and discussion points.
On Friday, October 27 we will meet at the Olympia Center
(222 Columbia St. NW) to talk about the upcoming cycle of
meetings. This group includes Catholics and non-Catholics.
Wherever you are in your faith journey, please join us and
spread the news! If you or someone you know is interested in
participating, please contact Benedetta Reece at (360) 2927143 or breece@saintmichaelparish.org.

www.saintmichaelparish.org
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NANCY
On a recent road trip we
had the opportunity to
attend other churches for
Sunday Mass. At a church
in Williamsburg, the priest
began with a familiar greeting. ”Please stand and greet
one another and pray for the
person next to you during
Mass.” Great! I’ve got this!
Haven’t I heard our priests
ask us the same thing?
Everyone stood and I was
surprised to receive a few
halfhearted handshakes
devoid even of eye contact. I knew this had way
more potential so I turned
to the woman at the end of
my pew, put out my hand,
smiled, told her my name,
and asked hers. She stood
there looking at me, confused – almost stunned, and
finally answered, “Nancy”.
She was about in her late
60s, nicely dressed, matching
jewelry, spiffy haircut – quite
a contrast to me – wrinkled
shirt, camping hair, and flipflops. This Nancy seemed to
be a pretty put-together lady,
until I continued, “What can I
pray for in this Mass for you?”
She was so taken aback,
then pain clouded her eyes.
She hesitated a while, then
said with both longing and
constraint, “My daughter.” I
prayed fervently for the two
of them during Mass, and at
the sign of peace made sure

I gave her a warm, “Peace,
Nancy.” Again she looked
at me so shocked and confused, as if to say, “Who ARE
you, and how do you know?”
Boy, there was a story there,
but I’d have to wait until after
Mass to hear it.
I didn’t get that chance,
as Nancy left right after
Communion. That was disappointing, but at least for
those brief few minutes she
knew someone cared. After
Mass we headed to the
Walmart to get ice for the
cooler. As I walked in, guess
who was pushing her cart out
the door? I walked forward,
naturally opened my arms
and exclaimed “Nancy!”.
She tightly embraced me
and with teary eyes said,
“Thank you so much!” I gently
invited, “Tell me about your
daughter.” She looked at
me, struggling, paused, and
finally just said, “She lives in
California.” She wasn’t ready
to share more than that to a
stranger, standing in the drive
of Walmart. I told her I had
prayed that every trial her
daughter faced would draw
her closer to our Lord and
that as her mother, Nancy
would pray without ceasing
and God would answer her
prayers. She soaked in my
words with teary eyes and
we parted.
It was such a strange

encounter, really. Nancy
seriously acted like I was an
angel dropped out of heaven,
completely mystified by our
encounter. But should it
have been so out of the ordinary? I simply greeted her
with human dignity, offered
my prayers, and followed
through – just what we are
called to do as Christians
every day. But I could definitely see my little gesture
was transformed by God into
something much greater. He
knew Nancy’s real need, and
met it with His personal touch
through me. He arranged the
follow-through at Walmart,
even when she took off early
during Mass.

"Everyone stood and I was
surprised to receive a few
halfhearted handshakes
devoid even of eye contact. I knew this had way
more potential..."

This experience has convicted me to act on God’s
prodding, and live with
less hesitation and more
abandon.
It’s our Christian walk and
God is right beside us,
waiting to love through our
footsteps.
- Diane S.

Have you ever heard the old saying, "People don't care how
much you know until they know how much you care?" It's that
human connection that changes hearts and lives. And, one of
the most powerful ways we connect with others is through story.
They can be great inspiration to take action ourselves.
Do you have a story of how sharing your faith impacted
someone's life? We'd love to hear about it and consider it for
publication. Your testimony – your story – might be the spark
that inspires someone to share their faith in a meaningful way
for the first time.
Send us your story! Email it to bulletin@saintmichaelparish.org
(500 words maximum)

www.saintmichaelparish.org
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