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OFFICE HOURS

The Feast of St. Michael

Monday – Friday: 9 am - 5 pm
Sunday 8:30 am - 4:30 pm
CALVARY CEMETERY ext. 138
3850 Cleveland Ave., Tumwater 98501
ST. MICHAEL SCHOOL (360) 754-5131
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY
Mon, Wed, Fri 1-3pm
(360) 352-7554
CLOTHING BANK
Tues & Sat 9-11am, Thur. 6:30-8pm
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PREGNANCY AID
(360) 956-7413
M, T, Th, Fri 2-4pm, Wed. 9am-Noon
ST. MIKE’S TIKES

(360) 586-1585

SERVE Opportunities

NORMAL MASS TIMES:
(Daily Mass times often change – Check schedule on page 3)

Downtown:
1055 Boundary St. SE
Monday – Thursday: Noon | Friday & Saturday: 9 am
Saturday: 5 pm | Sunday: 7:30, 9:30 & 11:30 am, 5 pm
Westside Chapel:
1835 Overhulse Rd. NW

7/8

Thursday (1st & 3rd): 6:30 am
Sunday: 8:30am, 10:30 am
2nd Sunday: 1:30 pm (Vietnamese)
RECONCILIATION TIMES:
Thursday: 11 am | Saturday: 9:45 am, 3 pm

What's Happening?

PASTOR:
Fr. Jim Lee
PAROCHIAL VICAR:
Fr. Cody Ross
DEACONS:
Rob Rensel
John Bergford
SEMINARIAN
Thomas Tran
MISSION
Our mission is to place God first in all things, to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and to grow in holiness
through prayer, sacraments, and service.
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Pastor's Notebook

September 24, 2017 - Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Thomas Tran
Seminarian
Hi everyone,
I hope you all had a wonderful summer. Ten days
ago, Father Jim asked
me to write a Pastor’s
Notebook for him this
weekend. I was shocked
to be asked to do such an
important task that soon
since I only have been in
the parish for less than a
month. However, by obedience I am glad to do so.
My name is Thomas Tran.
I am a seminarian for the
Archdiocese of Seattle.
Two weekends ago, Fr. Jim
and Fr. Cody introduced
me to the parish community. That weekend, I was
running back and forth
from downtown to the
Westside Chapel just to
get introduced at seven
Masses. It was quite an
experience to know how
big, how vibrant Saint
Michael Parish is and how
happy you all are to be
here. I hope you remember me. I am blessed with
the assignment to Saint
Michael for my pastoral year by Archbishop
Sartain. You probably
noticed that the newly
ordained priests and seminarians often are sent to

Saint Michael to be taught
and to be mentored by
an excellent, experienced and holy pastor,
Fr. Jim Lee. I am grateful
to Archbishop Sartain,
Fr. Jim, Fr. Cody and all
of you who welcomed
me wholeheartedly. I am
excited to get to know
each one of you, to learn,
to serve, to share, and
worship God with you in
this wonderful and vibrant
community. So, please do
not hesitate to say hi if you
see me around, especially
after weekend Masses.
I am more than happy to
converse with you, to get
to know you and to learn
from you.
A little summary of my
background and how I
ended up here. I was born
in Dalat, a city in the central
highlands of Vietnam. My
parents are farmers in this
largely agricultural area. I
have four siblings, three
sisters and one brother.
Currently I have two nephews and two nieces, some
of whom I have not met.
I look forward to seeing
them next summer. I
attended public elementary, junior and senior high
school in Vietnam. I then
spent five years working
with my family on our
farm and contributing to
the family financial stability. During this time, I was
involved with a local community that was affiliated

with a monastery in the
area. I assisted the group
by working with and helping the poor in the region.
After discerning for a year
with the monastic vocation, in 2000 I entered
the Cistercian Monastery
in Vietnam. After fourteen months, the abbot
asked if I was interested
in continuing to explore
the monastic vocation
in New Clairvaux Abbey
in California. So, I arrived
at the new community,
located in Vina, a small
town in northern California.
I was able to study English,
Scriptures, monastic rules,
liturgy and made wine.
I lived in Vina for over 7
years, from 2003-2010.
However, I experienced
many health problems
due to severe allergies.
After much prayer and
discernment, my community and I decided that
I needed to relocate to a
less rural area that did not
aggravate my allergies.
I then relocated to Seattle
where I had made contact
with friends from Vietnam.
There I also met with the
vocation director of the
Archdiocese and shared
with him about my desire
to serve the people of
God. I was accepted to
the formation program
and sent to Bishop White
Seminary in Spokane
from 2011-2015 to earn
a philosophy degree at

Gonzaga University. In the
fall of 2015, I was sent to
Mount Angel Seminary
for my theological studies. After Ifinishing my
second year of theology,
the Archbishop assigned
me to Saint Michael Parish
for my pastoral year. So,
here I am in the capitol of
Washington State!
I had heard a lot of good
things about Fr. Jim for
years but I hadn’thad a
chance to meet him personally. My first encounter
with him was the beginning of this summer at
Saint Michael's rectory.
Seminarian Ben Bray and
I stayed in the rectory
during the summer to do
the chaplaincy program
at St. Peter Hospital. Even
though I have just met Fr.
Jim for a short time, I have
learned that we share the
same birthday. So, for our
birthday this year, we will
have either two birthday
cakes or one cake with
two names on it! He has
four siblings, and so do I.
I am very blessed to be
mentored by Fr. Jim. He
is such a hard working
pastor, faithful in prayers, a
loving person and talented
in doing the works of God.
Fr. Cody and I have known
each other for seven
years. We were accepted
into the program at the
same time. We studied at
the same school and were
born the same year. Thank
(Continued on page 4)
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worship

MASS SCHEDULE & INTENTIONS
CALL FOR MUSICAL TALENT

9/25 MONDAY
12 noon - Word & Communion

Do you play an instrument or sing?

U

Consider joining the SMP Music Ministry! We have a need
for both instrumentalists (piano, guitar, strings) and singers
(soprano, alto, tenor and bass).

9/26 TUESDAY
12 noon - Nina Ricci M. Eleazar & family

9/27 WEDNESDAY
12 noon - Funeral – Peg Plummer

A Special Music Guest: Curtis Stephan on September 30
U

9/28 THURSDAY
12 noon - Altar Society members (living & deceased)

9/29 FRIDAY
9 am - Janis Granville

U

9/30 SATURDAY (No 9:45 am Reconciliation)
9 am - Bryant & Joana Vaya Michaelson
5 pm - Fred Solis

Saint Michael Parish is hosting a one-day workshop for musicians and singers - either currently a part of the Music Ministry
or who are discerning dedicating their time and talent to our
parish's vibrant musical offerings.
The workshop is being led by Curtis Stephan, composer of
the Mass of Renewal, which we sing from every weekend. A
parish music minister himself, Stephen will guide our many
talents and set the course for an exciting new year of Music
Ministry.
Contact: Andrew Goldstein at (360) 292-7140 or
agoldstein@saintmichaelparish.org

U

10/1 SUNDAY - FEAST OF ST. MICHAEL
7:30 am - Bill Carignan

U

8:30 am - Gerald Bergford

U Westside

INCENSE ALERT
We will celebrate our parish
feast day at all Masses on
September 30/October 1.
Incense will be used at the
Saturday 5 pm Mass and
Sunday 9:30 and 10:30 am
and 5 pm Masses.

9:30 am - Alice Janey
10:30 am - Aaron Bonfield

U Westside

11:30 am - Dave Thompson

U

5 pm - People of St. Michael Parish

The readings for the day are:
Dn 7:9-10
Rv 12: 7-12a
Jn 1: 57-51

The U.S. bishops invite the faithful to join a movement of
prayer and sacrifice for the protection of life, marriage,
and religious liberty in our country. Serious threats to each
of these have raised unprecedented challenges to the
Church and the nation. When confronted with challenges,
our Lord calls us to sacrifice and pray. Visit USCCB.org to
learn more about how you can answer the Call.

Traveling? For nationwide Mass times and locations, call 1-800-Mass-Times (1-800-627-7846) or visit www.masstimes.org
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(Pastor's Notebook, cont.)

you, Fr. Cody for being
such a wonderful friend.
Having the privilege to
attend a few stewardship
and leadership meetings,
I am reminded of our
parish mission: “To place
God first in all things;
proclaim the Gospel of
Jesus Christ; and grow in
holiness through prayer,
sacraments and service.”
What a beautiful mission
we have. We also have
six elements of discipleship to help us achieve
this goal: Grow, Worship,
Serve, Give, Connect,
and Share.
Do they seem familiar to
you? , I would like to elaborate a little bit on the first
one, Grow. As parishioners, we are invited to
grow and deepen our
relationship with the
triune God in our daily
prayer, personal relationship with Jesus Christ,
meditate on the words of
God, study the Catholic
faith and the Catholic
tradition, and serve one
another. Most importantly, we strive to grow
closer to Jesus because
he is the author of our
lives. He is our savior and
he laid down his life to
restore our lives so that
we might be with him
forever. Let us hold each
other in our daily prayers
and our journeys toward
heaven.
Your brother in Christ,
Thomas Tran

SEPTEMBER 29 IS THE FEAST OF
SAINT MICHAEL THE ARCHANGEL
Saint Michael the Archangel is referenced
in the Old Testament and has been part of
Christian teachings since the earliest times.
St. Michael has four main responsibilities
or offices, as we know from scripture and
Christian tradition.

Based on the legend of his 8th century
apparition at Mont-Saint-Michel, France, he
is also the patron of mariners in this famous
sanctuary.

The second is to escort the faithful to heaven
at their hour of death.

Very little is known about St Michael other
than what we know from scriptures, which
themselves are sparse. The final mention is in
Revelation, where St. Michael and his angels,
do battle with the dragon.

The third is to be a champion of all Christians,
and the Church itself.

Why Archangels and Angels are called
Saints

The first is to combat Satan.

And the fourth is to call men from life on Earth
to their heavenly judgment.
Today, St. Michel is invoked for protection,
especially from lethal enemies. He is also
the patron of soldiers, police and doctors.

JOBS!

The Latin word for saint is sancta, which
means holy. Once in heaven—as a saint or
angel—one is automatically holy. Angels can
be called “saint” as a sign of respect and
honor.

Saint Michael Parish School is currently in
the process of hiring a part-time administrative assistant. We are seeking experienced
applicants with a background in bookkeeping. The job posting and application are
listed on the employment section of the
Catholic Schools' website: ocsww.org.

St. Columban Catholic Church in Yelm
seeks a full time Pastoral Assistant
for Liturgy and Music. Responsibilities
include planning and leading music for
two weekend Masses, holy days, funerals,
weddings, Holy Week and other liturgical
celebrations. Applicants should be practicing Catholics and skilled organists familiar
with sacred music and chant. Work experience of 1-2 years as organist and cantor
or choir director required. This is a full
time position (30+ hours) with salary and
benefits in accordance with Archdiocesan
guidelines. Interested applicants can
submit an application to pat@sc-sp.org.
The position remains open until filled.

See also SMP Job Openings - page 8!

Learn more at saintcolumbanyelm.org.

St. Michael Parish School
A family of families

www.saintmichaelparish.org
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give
Stewardship is not just

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE
Pastoral Year 2017-2018
Donations Received as of September 17, 2017

It's also

Sunday Stewardship

$ 3 1 ,7 0 1

Online Stewardship Giving

$17,024

Sunday Loose Donations

$1,726

Holy Days

$0

Youth (Little House)

$142

Total Offertory Collection Received

$50,594

Year to Date Received

$ 6 8 9, 5 1 5

Total Donations Needed

$764,820

Ahead/Behind Goal

TREASURE
TIME & TALENT

$75,305

It's about serving the Body of Christ. It's what a
good steward does.
Every week, we list opportunities to get involved in a variety
of ways. If you don't see anything there that lifts your spirit or
stirs your soul to action, check out all our ministry offerings at
our website under the serve tab. You're sure to find a ministry
that needs the unique gifts that God has given you. Those
gifts? They're ours for the benefit of others and not ourselves.
As Bishop Robert Barron frequently reminds us, our lives are
not about us, and understanding that is key to the spiritual life!

(360) 523-7408
BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION
The St. Michael Parish School would love help from parishioners in collecting Box Tops for Education.
Please collect your Box Tops and drop them off at the parish
office in an envelope marked "attention Brandon Jones".
Each Box Top is worth 10 cents to the school!

DOWNLOAD OUR APP AT: myparishapp.com

For a full list of Box Tops products visit:
boxtops4education.com/earn/participating-products
or look for the Box Tops symbol on product packaging.

ENERGY BARS & TOILETRY ITEMS DRIVE!
We need donations of toothbrushes and toothpaste, power
bars, mini-bars of soap, travel wipes, and travel hand sanitizers to fill grab bags for the gentlemen at the Men's Shelter.
Please either drop off the items in the Gathering Space next to
the kitchen or bring your items to the parish office. Thank you.
Contact: Brandon Jones at (360) 292-7108 or bjones@saintmichaelparish.org.

5

www.saintmichaelparish.org

serve

SHELTER HELP NEEDED!
Men’s Shelter Host I & II, Laundry Angels, and Lead Hosts are
needed! If you were unable to attend the meet & greet but
would still like to help out this season, please contact Brandon
Jones at (360) 292-7108 or bjones@saintmichaelparish.org.

DO YOU HAVE KNOWLEDGE AND
EXPERTISE IN THE HEALTH FIELD?

Can you share your expertise and a couple of hours
of your time this year?
We are scheduling a series of health presentations offered
by parishioners to parishioners and to families whose kids
attend St Michael School. Presentations will be offered once
a month and will focus on health issues that touch most of
our lives (eye care, dental hygiene, exercise, heart disease,
diet & nutrition, mental health, addiction, massage therapy,
balance & falls, injury prevention and more).
Lives are changed–and sometimes saved–because of the
screenings that outreach programs like this provide. It can
take as little as two hours a year of your time! If you can share
your knowledge, whether in a two hour presentation or any
other program, please contact Benedetta Reece at (360) 2927143 or breece@saintmichaelparish.org.

INTERESTED IN LECTORING AT MASS?
Saturday, September 30, 9- 11 am in the Gathering Space.
Prayer, some theology about proclaiming God's word, followed by practical training.
To be a lector in the Archdiocese of Seattle you must be a
confirmed Catholic. Teens may read at the Life Teen Mass. If
married you must have been married by a priest or deacon.
At SMP we ask that you are partners in the mission as stated
in Eucharistic Minister training above.
If you are not already serving in liturgical ministry, please call
the parish office or email bglenn@saintmichaelparish.org to
register. It is very important to RSVP!

HAVE THE GIFT OF HOSPITALITY?
We are looking for happy and energetic greeters for the 7:30,
9:30 and 11:30 am downtown Masses. Monthly, bi-monthly,
and weekly commitments are available.
See Brandon Jones in the Gathering Space or contact him
at (360) 292-7108 or bjones@saintmichaelparish.org for
scheduling.

SAFE ENVIRONMENT TRAINING
Due to popular demand, we've scheduled an additional Safe
Environment class on October 5 at 6 pm in Parish Center
Room 8. Register at virtusonline.org.
Questions or trouble registering?
Call Mona Bishop at (360) 292-7141.

PLEASE PRAY FOR:
Margie Eckroth
Porter Brennan Bitter
Gene Putscher
Carmen McHugh
Pati Leininger
June Francis
Joel Rivera
Nancy Leone
Nathan Pridgen
Michael Currall family
Kevin Olson
Oilda Harris
Francise Rice
Rick Drescher
Lee Stillwell
The Shawver family
Linda Wood
Diana Weber
Joey Lynn Benck
Bryce Moody
Stan
Richard Monohon
Racquel Barro & Family
Enrique B. Rubio
Mark Reiter
Amy Novak
Rory Roggenkamp
Ingrid Turner & Family
Ann Mitchell
Melissa Goin
Dwane & Suzyette
Phil Chavez
Nicollette Gonzalez
Dexter P.
LaToya Quinn
Dennis Shoemaker
Theresa Ragan
Jo P.
Barbara Jean Smith
Janet & Ken Vetter
Don Alder
Hilary Borngesser
Ella Michael
Pat O'Neill

Joseph Lario
Robert Kelly
V. L. Patrick family
Migi Armenteros
Garrett Milhoan
Diane Larson Brooks
Armando Fernandes
Jack Ardner
Matthew Krug
Ryan Swan
Alacia
Joe McGlothlan
Hector Sanchez
Eric McDonald
Breanna Taylor
Amanda Brown
Joseph Frank
Fr. Mike McDermott
Eric McDonald
Andrew McAlister
Kent Hutchinson
Joan Cross
Chi & Lan Nguyen
Jan Putnam
Gerry McLaughlin
Ann Rook
Rahul Dusane
Jolane Zander
Lisa Zander
Bill Wiskirken
Florence Sullins
June Merritt
Robert Clark
Jean Clare
Shantell Rodriguez
Peg Plummer
Janette Akehurst
Rosanne Burns
Sarah Rensel
Bruce & Betty Davidson
Maryann McLaughlin
Tami Grant
CJ Olsen
Mary Anderson

To submit prayer requests, call the Parish Office at
(360) 754-4667 or submit your request via our
website under the Contact menu.
If you or someone you know is homebound and wishes to receive Holy Communion, please call:
Benedetta Reece at (360) 292-7143 or Dcn. Terry
Barber at Sacred Heart Parish at (360) 491-0890.

www.saintmichaelparish.org
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grow

CGS BOOK GROUP

Learning More About
Catechesis of the Good
Shepherd
Catechesis of the Good
Shepherd is a hands-on,
Montessori-based formation
method. Many adults have
found that this method can
also transform the adult’s
relationship with God.
Interested in learning more?
Join a 9-week book group that will discuss Joyful Journey, a
highly readable book by the founder of CGS, Sophia Cavalletti.
Presentations of CGS works will be included in the meetings.
Wednesdays, 9:45-11:15 am, October 4–December 13
Childcare available on request.
Contact Mary Trotter to register for the book group or childcare at (360) 292-7117 or mtrotter@saintmichaelparish.org

For grades 6-8. Please join EDGE on September 24 as we
dive deeper into the Heart of God and who He really is. We'll
meet in the Multipurpose Room at 6:30pm right after Life
Teen Mass. Can't wait to see you there!

“… In some places, where the facades of building are derelict, people show great care for the interior of their
homes, or find contentment in the kindness and friendliness of others. A wholesome social life can light up a
seemingly undesirable environment. “ – Pope Francis

FPU: THE LEGACY JOURNEY RETURNS!
Register now for F.A.I.T.H., our parish Family Formation
program for parents and their children ages kindergarten
through 5th grade.
Connect with other families while sharing food and fellowship. Grow deeper in your own faith through large group
presentations and small group discussions. Engage in
family formation that you can take back with you into your
home and family. Give your children the opportunity to
have a relationship with Jesus and an understanding of
their faith through age-appropriate class groupings with
committed catechists. That's Faith Alive In The Home!
Classes begin this Sunday, September 24.
Contact:
Ann Ashe at (360) 292-7112 or
aashe@saintmichaelparish.org

REGISTER FOR FAITH FORMATION AT:
saintmichaelparish.org/learn/family-registration/
7

Our next 7-week session of The Legacy Journey starts soon!
Thursday, October 5 at 7 pm.
Register via our website at:
saintmichaelparish.org/fpu-legacy-journey/
Any questions? Email fpu@saintmichaelparish.org

LIGHT WEIGH ONE KING
Would you like to break free from the vicious cycle of dieting
or overcome another temptation in your life? Light Weigh One
King is a 12-week DVD Bible Study program that seeks to help
people find freedom in Christ. New research shows churchbased meetings increase people's success rates. There are
no weigh-ins.
An orientation will be held September 26, with classes running October 4 – January 10 in Parish Center Room 6, 6-8 pm.
Contact: Elizabeth Lyons
(360) 292-7119

www.saintmichaelparish.org
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SMP JOB OPENINGS!
Steward for Time, Talent, Treasure and Parish Life Immediate opening – full-time (40 hours/12 months) for
a person who loves our Lord and is filled with gratitude
for God's many gifts; someone who is energized by serving, being part of a dynamic team, and whose passion is
spreading the biblical stewardship message that all is a
gift from God, who calls us to share.
Steward for Children Ministry - Immediate opening
– part-time (18 hours/12 months) for someone who is
welcoming, inviting and has a deep abiding love for their
Catholic faith and the domestic church. The ideal candidate should have a love for children and families, and a
real desire to serve families as they seek to raise their
children in the faith
Childcare Providers - SMP is looking to hire a number
of childcare providers. Positions are part-time and hours
vary from week to week. The ideal candidates should
have a love for children and the ability to manage a
number of children at one time. Training is provided and
teens are welcome to apply. Contact Ann Ashe at (360)
292-7112 or aashe@saintmichaelparish.org.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS OCTOBERFEST
Mark your calendars now for the KofC Octoberfest on
Saturday, September 30 at 6:30 pm, Sacred Heart Parish
Hallen Hall. Food includes rouladen, jaegerschnitzel, and
other German specialties! Look for more info in next week's
bulletin. Tickets are $15 per adult/$7.50 per child 7-15 and are
advance sale onlyl. Send your check made payable to Knights
of Columbus, P.O. Box 3511, Lacey, WA 98509.
Contact: Mike Colosi at (360) 870-5597

BECOME A SMALL GROUP FACILITATOR
This Advent, the Scriptures will reveal how Jesus enlightened
his small group. And, he can enlighten yours too! Small Groups
will gather for six weeks in fall/Advent to share God-sightings,
reflect on the Sunday Scripture with Lectio Divina, and share
fellowship, laughs and prayer. Consider being a facilitator!
It’s as simple as H-O-S-T:
H - Have a heart for your faith community.
O - Open your home for six weeks with a caring, warm
atmosphere.
S - Serve your group by facilitating. Format, materials and
training provided.
T - Tell a few friends, pew mates, or a new parishioner about
your group. Choose the day, time and location and invite them
to join. Or we can plug members into your group.
Learn more and register online at saintmichaelparish.org/
learn/small-groups.

Dates for Advent Session:
Oct. 11 - Facilitator commitment date
Oct. 14 - Member sign-ups open
Oct. 28 - Facilitator training
Nov. 5 - Session begins
Dec. 16 - Session ends
Contact:
Michaela Moreau at smp.smallgroups@gmail.com

PROJECT RACHEL

Hope and Healing ~ After Abortion
Do you suffer from feelings of guilt, grief, anger or depression
from a past abortion experience? Do you feel alienated from
your faith or wonder if God’s love and forgiveness can really
be for you? Does it feel as though no one understands or
cares? Join us on a journey of emotional and spiritual healing
from abortion. The next Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat is scheduled for November 10-12 in Seabeck, WA .

FREE FLU SHOTS!

Completely Confidential

Free flu shots are offered at Sacred Heart Parish in Lacey on
October 15 after the 8 and 10 am Masses. For the benefit
of our health and the health of those around us, we are all
encouraged to receive our flu vaccines before the end of
October.

The Rachel’s Vineyard healing retreat is sponsored by
Project Rachel Western Washington, a program of Catholic
Community Services. You need not be Catholic to participate.
Please call Valerie for questions or to register 1-800-822HOPE (4673)

www.saintmichaelparish.org
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LOSING MY

BIBLE

A few weeks ago, it was mid
evening and my wife said
she had to go to Michael’s
and asked if I wanted to
go. I was not really feeling
too well, and was actually
looking forward to getting
to bed early, versus walking around Michael’s for a
few hours. A few minutes
of contemplation went
by and I decided I should
accompany the girls in their
shopping endeavor. We all
climbed into the truck and
headed on our way. This all
seemed relatively normal at
the time.
Arriving at Michael’s we navigated the parking lot and
made it into the store. After
a few minutes of browsing

the pseudo-flowers, various craft projects and cake
decorating paraphernalia I
ran into an old friend and his
niece. As it turned out, he
was shopping with his niece
to pick up some supplies for
a school project, but really
was there to help take his
mind off of a terribly difficult
time he was going through.
I considered the situation,
of being at Michael’s when I
really was not too enthused
about going and then running into an old friend – an
ex-Marine and manly man,
at Michael’s no less. The
odds against this encounter
were mounting.
After many looks from my
wife letting me know she
was ready to go, I started
tactfully moving our conversation to the checkout
line. We made it through
checkout and headed into
the parking lot. At this time
I asked him if he wanted to
go to church with me the
following weekend and
we could go out for coffee
afterwards. I noticed a
minuscule spark of interest in his eyes from my
invitation.
Further conversation led
to him saying that he was

going to look for a Catholic
Bible and do some reading
and he mentioned a few
stores where he could go
to find what he was looking for. It was at this point
I realized I had my bible in
my truck. I excused myself
from our conversation for
a moment and walked to
my truck. After opening the
back door and grabbing my
bible from the seat, I walked
back to him. I cannot explain
the look of confusion,
excitement and disbelief on
his face as I handed him my
bible. I told him that it was a
New American edition and it
was a lot easier to read, at
least for me, versus my King
James Bible. He eagerly
accepted the bible and said
that he would return it when
he was done. I got a bit of
a confused look on my face
and told him that it was a
gift from me to him and that
he did not have to return it.
Now in my time, I have not
witnessed a 6’+, ex-marine
and manly man shed a tear
until that moment. There
is no other way for me to
explain the odd circumstances and the touching
outcome other than the
grace of God.
- Brian Palmer

SHARE YOUR STORY

Have you ever heard the old
saying, "People don't care
how much you know until they
know how much you care?"
It's that human connection
that changes hearts and lives.
And, one of the most powerful
ways we connect with others
is through story. Stories are
memorable and allow us to put
ourselves in the situation. They
can be great inspiration to take
action ourselves.
Do you have a story of how
sharing your faith impacted
someone's life? We'd love to
hear about it and consider it for
publication. Your testimony –
your story – might be the spark
that inspires someone to share
their faith in a meaningul way
for the first time.
Send us your story! Email it to
bulletin@saintmichaelparish.
org (500 words maximum)

ACT – THE HUNGRY
NEED YOUR SUPPORT!

Send a letter to Congress
Join us on October 7/8 for
a letter-signing effort after
all weekend Masses. All
ages are welcome to read,
consider, comment, and sign
letters (Bring 3 return address
labels, and save time by using
them on your letters.)
Facilitated by the Beyond
JustFaith ministry.
Bread for the World (BFW) is
a collective Christian voice
urging our nation’s decision
makers to end hunger at
home and abroad. Bread for
the World invites churches
and other groups to write
letters to their members of
Congress on issues that are
important to hungry and poor
people. For more information
visit www.bread.org/help/.

www.saintmichaelparish.org
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