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January 15, 2017 - Second Sunday in Ordinary TIme

YEAR OF TRUST
Today is the Second Sunday in Ordinary Time. Yet as Catholics we know well that there is nothing ordinary about Sunday. I 
hope you had the chance to read the wonderful article in last week’s bulletin, Our Sunday Obligation. Here are a few highlights:

“Many people understand the word obligation as a burden rather than a commitment and duty that flows from a relationship. 
Obligation is a form of indebtedness that comes from within the heart of a relationship. Think of the obligations that make 
for a rich family life. A parent does not say, ‘I wonder if I have to feed my children this week?’ Husbands and wives carry out 
a myriad of obligatory tasks and services to each other during the course of a week and never ask, ‘Do I have to?’

“In loving relationships, we are grateful for the gift of each other and we express that gratitude by doing right actions because 
we want to do so. These examples can help us reflect on our ‘obligation to attend Mass on Sundays and on holy days of 
obligation and rest from servile labor.’ (Catechism of the Catholic Church, #2041)

“The heart of Sunday obligation is gratitude. The word Eucharist means to give thanks. We gather each week because we 
are much obliged to God -- for everything. Each time we gather to attend mass we bring our lives, our very selves to each 
Eucharist. We gather together as a community, grateful to have each other as fellow pilgrims in faith and gratitude to be 
nourished by the body and blood of Jesus Christ.”

Father Cody and I hope that celebrating Benediction occasionally at the end of Sunday Eucharist will help us to deepen our 
love of Jesus in the Eucharist and appreciate more deeply the gift of coming together to celebrate Sunday Mass each week. 
We also encourage everyone to make a commitment to Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament for one hour each week. What 
graces will flow into your lives!

The physical space where we celebrate Eucharist is very important. In Latin, the church building was often called “Domus Dei, 
Porta Caeli,” that is “the House of God, the Gate of Heaven.” Think of the great Gothic cathedrals or basilicas around the world. 
They inspire, lift one’s heart and soul and engage one’s senses in powerful and often subtle ways.

In December I had the opportunity to preach at all the Masses explaining the work that our parish Building Committee has been 
undertaking the past year and a half concerning needed renovations, additions and deferred maintenance to our Downtown 
church building. The work of the Building Committee has become heightened in conjunction with our first Strategic Initiative: 
Enhance the Mass experience at Saint Michael Parish through vibrant music, inspiring homilies, welcoming all, and facili-
tating the opportunity for a personal encounter with Jesus Christ.

The proposed renovations are more urgent and necessary than they appear. Some take advantage of timing, staging and 
performance together for increased efficiency and lower cost. All of the elements will work toward a fuller, more active partic-
ipation in the liturgy, and a facility that truly represents our commitment to be a light to the world. 

There are many pieces to this intricate puzzle. Like the border pieces of a puzzle, some are more easily evident like the worn 
carpet; poor lighting in the Gathering Space; overcrowded bathrooms; inadequacies of our present sound system; lack of 
any video capacity at the Westside. Other needs that are not quite as noticeable are inadequate storage space; cabinets for 
sacred vessels, books and vestments; inadequate storage for music and instruments for the choir; physical placement of the 
choir for best sound quality.

Next week I’ll share more about the aspect of physical beauty of the church itself.

We continue to work on and develop excellent hospitality at all the Masses each weekend. If this is an area of ministry you feel 
drawn to or is “right up your alley,” please connect with Michelle Clinton on staff.

PARTNERSHIP
Chief Ronnie Roberts of the Olympia Police Department invited all the faith communities to a Community Policing Forum on 
December 13, seeking ways to partner with our local police to reduce both crime and human suffering in our community. John 
Grausam, our Parish Facilities Director, represented me. After consultation with the Leadership Team of the staff, we want to 
commit to work together in the following ways:

(Continued on page 4)

PASTOR’S NOTEBOOK
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worship

Debbie Piercey
Rick Kunkle 
Cindy Lambert 
Maryann Morris
Ode Johnsen
Jeanette Nielson
Rick Slenes
Leon Graham
Rachel Ho
Avery
Don Alder 
Hilary Borngesser 
The O’Sullivan Family 
Michael Petrino 
Nancy Cosgrove
Stan
Barbara Jean Smith 
Janette Akehurst 
Chi & Lan Nguyen’s Family 
Olivia Casey
Art G.
Shane Sampson
Christin Bergeron
Joy Foy
Ken Spiels 
Zaneta
Patty Leininger
Karla Bland
Avery Shawver
Tami Grant
Robert Kelly
Teresa Labouff family 
Billy Hylton
Tonya Hylton
Shirley Hylton 
Theresa Hylton 
Natalia Shtirbu
Marianna Jarrett
Geri Wiskirken 
Constance Patnude
Janice Putnam 
Rosanne Burns

The Riley Family 
Susan Josephine Malinao 
Mary Anderson 
Jim & Sue Anderson 
Dan Damian Sr. 
Martin Barkis 
Cara & Brian Barkis 
Nancy Leone 
Carmen McHugh 
James Anderson 
Brandon and Landy
Marva Lamb 
Bruce Sherman 
Bruce & Betty Davidson
Bob Haines
Bruce Taylor
Nemi Wright
Eileen Hood
Jilson
Prescott Family
George Koll
Dave Pulaski
John McKillip
Robert Brown
Larry Ross
Maningas Family
Bette Linnenbrink
Marianne Monteverde
Lucille O'Neill
Gene Putscher
Mary
Kathleen Moreland 
Teresa & Vanni Mariotti 
Dworin D'Souza 
Karin Arnold 
Linda McClarty 
June Francis 
Mary Boatright
Michael Murphy
Robin Kranz
Melissa Goin 
Cindy Austin  
Mary Tanasse

PLEASE PRAY FOR:

1/16 MONDAY

9:00am - Perfecto U & Nida Martin

1/17 TUESDAY

12Noon - Mike McCliment

1/18 WEDNESDAY

12Noon - Word & Communion

1/19 THURSDAY

6:30am - Maria Goretti Nay Phan U Westside

12noon - Amelia O. Benitez U

1/20 FRIDAY

9:00am - Joana Vayam Houplin & Bryant Michaelson

10:30am - Mass at Olympic West

1/21 SATURDAY

9:00am - Austin Kelley U

5:00pm - Larry LaFond U

1/22 SUNDAY 

7:30am - Trina Hulbert

8:30am - James O’Sullivan U Westside

9:30am - Andy Lechner U

10:30am - Sylvia M. Sullivan U Westside

11:30am - Ethel Elizabeth Pins

5:00pm - People of St. Michael Parish

 

MASS SCHEDULE & INTENTIONS 

To submit prayer requests, call the Parish Office at (360) 
754-4667 or submit your request via our  
website under the Contact menu.

If you or someone you know is homebound and wishes 
to receive Holy Communion, please call:  
Benedetta Reece at (360) 292-7143 or Dcn. Terry  
Barber at Sacred Heart Parish at (360) 491-0890.

*We offer the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick as well as 
the blessing of religious articles at the 9am Mass on the first 
Saturday of every month.

OFFICE CLOSURE
The SMP Office will be closed on 
Monday, January 16 in observance 
of the Martin Luther King holiday.
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New year, new you! Check out FORMED today. 

Because of your faithful stewardship, every parishioner can  
experience hundreds of hours of viewing, reading, and listening  
to the best Catholic content. Enrich your life and bless your  
family—sign up and begin using FORMED today!

GO TO: WWW.FORMED.ORG 
ENTER OUR PARISH CODE: V6GRWQ

DOWNLOAD OUR APP AT: myparishapp.com

Please prayerfully consider making a 
pledge to SMP this year. You can turn in a 
pledge card to the Parish Office or online at 

www.saintmichaelparish.org

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE

Pastoral Year 2016-2017
Donations Received as of January 8, 2017

Sunday Stewardship $17,601

Online Giving $34,204

Sunday Loose Donations $1,323

Holy Days $0

Youth (Little House) $ 1 5 8

Total Offertory Collection Received $53,286

Year to Date Received $1,719,713

Total Donations Needed $1,564,304

Ahead of Goal $155,409

DISCOVER A DEEPER RELATIONSHIP WITH THE HOLY 
SPIRIT. THE WILD GOOSE - NOW ON FORMED
In this humble, unafraid, and beautiful new series, Catholics 
are invited into a more profound and life-giving relationship 
with the Holy Spirit. Perfect for both individuals and small 
groups, The Wild Goose reveals the simplicity and mystery 
of this relationship.

STEWARDSHIP



www.saintmichaelparish.org 4

• Daily prayer for all police officers
• Special prayer for urgent community issues that might 
arise
• Offer our campuses as places of rest for police officers 
to do paperwork or simply take a needed break

Therefore, you may experience a greater police presence on 
our campuses. We are also exploring ways to partner with 
police in education at the School, Faith Formation and other 
large events. The St. Vincent de Paul Society will continue to 
collaborate with police officers in assisting clients who are 
in need. We also hope to host an Interfaith Prayer Service to 
honor and support local police officers.

Let us commit during this Year of Trust, to pray for our police 
officers so that all of us may seek to be safe, respectful and 
helpful for one another to create a civil and holy society.

In Christ, in whom we place our Trust, I love you,

SHOULDER TO SHOULDER
How many times have we heard Fr. Jim marvel at the generosity of St. Michael 
parishioners? We are blessed to be a family of families who truly care for one 
another.

That spirit of generosity is clearly demonstrated in the Shoulder to Shoulder min-
istry which was crafted by Fr. Jim at the height of the last recession. He used 
the rebate from the Annual Catholic Appeal to create a special fund to help  
parishioners who were struggling financially. Parishioners have continued to  
donate to the fund, allowing the ministry to continue.

Here’s how it works: Parishioners who find themselves in a financial crisis complete a confidential application that is 
screened by a committee of parishioners who, in turn, make a funding recommendation to Fr. Jim. If approved, the  
parish issues a check directly to the service provider, not the applicant. 

Shoulder to Shoulder dollars paid to replace a leaking roof that had resulted in mold which seriously jeopardized the 
health of a parishioner and her disabled child. Funds were used to repair a van that was used as the only source of 
income for a parish family. Contributions paid unanticipated medical and utility bills. In some cases, such as after an 
unexpected job loss, program dollars have paid rent to keep families from becoming homeless.

Applications are available on our website or on the Good News stand. Parishioners who submit an application know that 
their information will be anonymous and held in strict confidence.

Are you facing a financial emergency with nowhere else to turn? If so, consider filing a Shoulder to Shoulder application. 
Through their generosity, your church family is here for you.

THÁNH LỄ MỪNG XUÂN ĐINH DẬU 2017

Chương trình Gồm có:

 

Thánh Lễ Mừng Xuân Của Công Đoàn - Lúc 12:30PM – 
Ngày 29 Tháng Giêng- Tại Westside

Chúc TếT

Biếu Quà Quí Vị Cao Niên 

Li Xì

Hái Lộc Lời Chúa

Múa Lân

Văn nghệ Do Các Em Ấu Nhi, Thiếu Nhi, Nghĩa Sĩ, và Huynh 
Trưởng

Trong Đoàn Thiếu Nhi Thánh Thể Trình Diễn

Tiệc Mừng Xuân

Xổ Số 

Chợ Tết 

Kính mời cộng đoàn dân Chúa và các bạn bè gần xa cùng 
đến tham dự Thánh Lễ và Mừng Xuân! 

Pastor's Notebook - Cont. from page 1
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PARISH RECEPTIONIST POSITION
Sacred Heart Parish is seeking a 
Receptionist  for Mondays and Fridays 
(16 hours per week). Background Check 
and Safe Environment training required. 
Wages according to Archdiocesan 
Pay Scale. Applications accepted until 
mid-January. Start date is February 1.

Applications can be picked up at the 
Sacred Heart Parish Office.

Contact:  
Ferrell Gilson • (360) 491-0890

MISCELLANY

BAPTISM CLASSES
Baptismal preparation classes are 
offered throughout the year at SMP. The 
winter session is about to begin. 

Saturday, February 11 & 18, 9am-12pm,  
Gathering Space Room 2. You must 
attend both classes. 

Childcare available for children ages 
one year and up if you register by Feb. 
3, and children under one year of age 
are welcomed in class. 

Contact:  
Elizabeth Lyons • (360) 292-7119  
elyons@saintmichaelparish.org 

LENT SMALL GROUPS SESSION
Facilitators register next weekend!

Do you have a heart for welcoming 
others?  Consider facilitating a Small 
Group. It's easy! All training and mate-
rials are provided. You simply choose 
the day, time and location that is conve-
nient for you. Then invite! Which friends, 
co-workers, neighbors, pew pals or new-
comers would you like in your group? 
We can also plug additional parishioners 
into your group if you'd like.

Contact:  
Michaela Moreau  
smp.smallgroups@gmail.com

This retreat will be conducted in silence and consists of two and three 25 minute  
blocks of sitting with 5 minutes of contemplative walking between each session.  
A 45 minute lunch time will also be held in silence. The retreat will end at 2:30pm  
followed by an optional shared refreshment social gathering.

Please register in advance so that we can make adequate preparations for all 
attendees. There is no cost for the retreat.

HELP CHILDREN HEAR GOD'S VOICE
We're seeking adults who are available 
from 3:45-5:45pm Wednesdays to assist 
with Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, 
a ministry in which children and adults 
gather in a retreat-like setting to explore 
the mystery of God. We have openings 
for assistants to work with 3-6 year olds 
or 6-9 year olds in this time period. You 
could help weekly or  periodically. 

Safe Environment Training required. 
Additional training will be offered.

Contact: 
Mary Trotter 
(360) 292-7117 
mtrotter@saintmichaelparish.org
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CATHOLICISM SERIES WITH BISHOP BARRON 
Friday Nights, 6:30-8:30pm, Parish Center beginning January 27 (Note change)

"Journey with Bishop Robert Barron to more than 50 locations throughout 16 countries. Be illuminated 
by the spiritual and artistic treasures of this global culture that claims more than one billion of the 
earth's people. Learn what Catholics believe and why. Discover the full meaning of the faith." The 
series will continue for 10 Weeks. Register at our website. Click on Learn>Bible-Study

Contact: Elizabeth Lyons • (360) 292-7119 • elyons@saintmichaelparish.org

MASS & MARCH FOR LIFE
Monday, January 23, 9:30am at St. Martin's University in Lacey (Marcus Pavilion). 

The March for Life will follow at the State Capitol in Olympia. Due to limited parking, attendees are 
encouraged to use buses or carpool. Directions to campus and parking available online. 

For more information, visit the Seattle Archdiocese website at www.seattlearchdiocese.org.  
For Mass questions, please call the Liturgy Office: (206) 382-4878. For parking and other questions: 
ocff@seattlearch.org

LIQUOR WITH THE VICAR
Wednesday, January 18, Dirty Dave’s Pizza, 3939 Martin Way E., Olympia

This month' speaker is Seminarian Greg Snyder.

Sponsored by the SMP Young Adult Group

VALENTINE “FAMILY ALL SKATE” — AN EXCLUSIVE SAINT MICHAEL PARISH EVENT
Saturday, February 11, 5-7pm at Skateland, 1200 S Bay Rd NE, Olympia 

Enjoy an evening of active family fun. Just $5 for your entire gang and this includes skates! Skate 
to upbeat Christian music throughout the evening, meet new families and renew old friendships!  
Children admitted only with a parent. 

Contact: Leanne Bergford • (360) 292-7112 • lbergford@saintmichaelparish.org

HAPPENINGS

Are you an adult needing confirmation? Sign up on our website!  
Click on Sacraments>Confirmation>Adult Confirmation
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COMMUNITY OUTREACH
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As a small faith-sharing group reflected on Sunday liturgy, a ques-
tion arose. How could they enrich receiving the Eucharist? 
Sometimes Holy Communion is moving or comforting. Other 
times it seems ordinary. While the Eucharist is the source and 
summit of the Christian life, even the most faithful Catholics 
experience periods when Communion does little to rouse the 
soul. Getting more out of Communion entails inner spiritual 
work and engaging the Catholic imagination.

The document Happy Are Those Who Are Called to His 
Supper, prepared by the USCCB in November 2006, concerns 
reception of Holy Communion. The document stresses a double 
eucharistic unity: communion with the Risen Christ and with all 
believers. At Mass, we join our lives to Christ and participate in 
his saving sacrifice. As we receive his body and blood, we encounter 
the very presence of the Risen One. At the same time, Communion 
forges unity with one another. The bishops write, “While we each 
personally receive Holy Communion, it is not a private devotion. 
Rather, the reception of Holy Communion is an integral part of 
our worship as a community of faith.” Because we share commu-
nion with Christ we come into union with one another.

Growing in an awareness of these mysteries of unity with 
Christ and one another takes preparation. Consider preparing 
throughout the week. This can be assisted through daily prayer, 
self-reflection, examinations of conscience, and healthy sacra-
mental practices.

Preparation during the liturgy itself is important. Actively 
listen to the Word of God and to the eucharistic prayer. Savoring 
the imagery in the Agnus Dei prepares us for receiving Communion. 

Eucharistic hymnody is intended for all to sing. It is not back-
ground music. The text make connections between receiving 
Eucharist and what it is doing for us.

All of this leads up to the actual reception. As one body we 
process to the altar. We reverence the sacrament with a humble 
bow of the head. Our personal prayers of love and thanksgiving 
follow when all have received and sit in silence.

Pope Benedict XVI has explained, “Union with Christ is 
also union with all those to whom he gives himself   .   .   .   . 
Communion draws me out of myself towards him, and thus also 
towards unity with all Christians” (Deus Caritas Est, 14). Preparing 
to be united with Christ and one another will help us in our iden-
tity as the body of Christ.

Questions for reflection
•   What does it mean to be in communion with the Risen Christ?

•   For what do I hunger? Do I believe the Eucharist will feed 
that need?

Home Activities
Pray before all meals with the sense that all on the table are God’s 
gifts.

Dining expresses intimacy. When sharing a meal with oth-
ers, even those in your family, know that invisible bonds of love 
are connecting you. 

Darren M. Henson, stl, is pastor of sacred Heart Church, emporia, 
Kansas. He serves as adjunct faculty at loyola University Chicago and 
Benedictine College, teaching liturgy and sacraments.

Receiving Communion
Darren M. Henson, stl

© 2007 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications, 1800 North Hermitage Avenue, Chicago, IL 60622; 1-800-933-1800; www.LTP.org.  
Art by Luba Lukova. All rights reserved. Used with permission. Rite magazine, page 31, May/June 2007, www.ritemagazine.org.

This page may be reproduced for personal or parish use. The copyright notice must appear with the text.  
It also may be downloaded at www.ritemagazine.org.

scripture corner
Luke 22:14  –  30
John 21:1–14
1 Corinthians 11:23  –  33
What do these tell us about the Lord’s desire to share his 
life with us?

LITURGY
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YOUTH MINISTRY

Upcoming events

All are welcome! Feel free to 
bring a friend along for the fun.

Rachel Yabut, Steward for EDGE and 
Middle School Ministry 
(360) 292-7137 
ryabut@saintmichaelparish.org

Chris Peterson, Steward for Faith  
Formation and Life Teen 
(360) 292-7106  
cpeterson@saintmichaelparish.org

LIFE NIGHT 

TONIGHT:
The Second Greatest Commandment

NEXT WEEK:
Go Forth and Make Disciples

EDGE NIGHT

TONIGHT:
Dive into the Greatest Commandments

NEXT WEEK:
Loving your neighbor (Near & Far) SAVE THE DATES - YMP 2017 

August 13-19

Applications are available now on our 
website. Click on Learn>EDGE Middle 
School Ministry. Deadline for applica-
tions is March 15.


