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SAINT MICHAEL PARISH

share
share future state
In 2026, Saint Michael Parish is a vibrant evangelizing 
community drawing people to Christ through:  

• Engaging and inviting celebration of the Eucharist

• Influential digital presence in the community

• Personally sharing one’s faith

• Clear communication of our Catholic faith and Catholic 
social teaching

• Catholic value-driven leadership and service that 
transforms the broader community

• Living our faith in our roles outside the church.

In the area of share,  
I am grateful for:

“Jesus told him, 
'Go your way; 
your faith has 
saved you.'ˮ

– Mark 10:52



NORMAL MASS TIMES: 
(Daily Mass times often change – Check schedule on page 2)

Downtown (School Gym):  
1204 11th Ave. SE
Sunday: 10am & 5pm
Westside Chapel:  
1835 Overhulse Rd. NW
Monday–Thursday: 12Noon  
1st & 3rd Thursday: 6:30am   
Friday: 9am 
Saturday: 9am & 5pm
Sunday: 7am, 9am & 11am 
2nd Sunday: 1:30pm (Vietnamese)

RECONCILIATION TIMES (Westside Chapel): 
Thursday: 11am | Saturday: 9:45am & 3pm

PASTOR: 
Fr. Jim Lee
PAROCHIAL VICAR: 
Fr. Lou Cunningham
DEACONS: 
Rob Rensel 
John Bergford

MISSION
Our mission is to place God first in all things, to proclaim 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and to grow in holiness 
through prayer, sacraments, and service.

1208 11th Ave. SE, Olympia 98501 
(360) 754-4667 
www.saintmichaelparish.org
OFFICE HOURS 
Monday – Thursday: 9am – 5pm | Friday 9am – 1pm 
Sunday 8:30am – 4:45pm
CALVARY CEMETERY ext. 138 
3850 Cleveland Ave., Tumwater 98501
ST. MICHAEL SCHOOL (360) 754-5131 
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY 
Wed & Fri  1–3pm (360) 352-7554
CLOTHING BANK  
Tues & Sat 9–11am, Thur. 6:30–8pm
PREGNANCY AID   (360) 956-7413  
M, T, Th, Fri  2–4pm, Wed. 9am-Noon
ST. MIKE’S TIKES  (360) 586-1585

SAINT MICHAEL PARISH

GET IT AT: saintmichaelparish.formed.org
Made possible by your generous stewardship.

STEWARDSHIPof treasure

Pastoral Year 2018-2019
Donations Received as of October 21, 2018

Sunday Stewardship $30,393

Online Stewardship Giving $21,528

Sunday Loose Donations $1,199

Holy Days $15

Youth (Little House) $70

Total Offertory Collection Received $53,204

Year to Date Received $ 8 8 4 , 4 7 0

Donations Needed $ 7 6 5 , 9 8 3

Amount Behind Goal -  $ 1 5 6 , 4 4 8

Text smpgive to 77977

Text 

SMPGIVE APP 
to 

77977 
to get a direct link.

WE HAVE A NEW APP!

www.facebook.com/saintmichaelparish

www.saintmichaelparish.org
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Joe Roland Ruiz 
Juana Velasco 
Arlene Cooper 
Julie Malloy 
Jeffrey 
Anne Barroll 
Stacy Schliter 
Melissa Mezen 
Hilary Borngesser 
Jan Putnam 
James A White  
Patrick O'Neil  
Philip & Joanne Compton 
Pati Leininger 
Billy Harris
Veronica Harris
Claire Harris
Ilyana Harris
Larry Bonner 
Janice Ray 
Bernadette K. 
Elizabeth Louise 
Deanne Clesi 
Donna Schmidt 
Keith Gier 
Kathleen Moreland 
Tara Allison 
Alfred O. Brown, Jr. 
Alice Sampson 
Mary Mandeville 
Mary Anderson
Robert Clark 
Michael Heelan 
Claudia Porter 
Kaylie B. 
Daun Carlson 
Steph Skiles
Damianus Aditya Christie
Samantha Edwards 
Harlow Harris  
Syvia Sandova 
Cesar and Joel
Christopher 
Rosanne Burns

Heather Andersen 
Tami Grant 
Hoeschen Family 
Wolf Family 
Maia Bellon 
Joy
Melisa Goin
Evelyn Wood 
Alexandra 
Chi & Lan Nguyen 
George Michael 
Lloyd Patrick family 
June Francis 
Ben Farsaci family 
Teresa LaBouff & grandchildren 
Linda
Marge Pool 
Marlene Inverso  
Linda Zender 
Magda Lovejoy 
Phyllis Piercey 
Pati Leininger 
Charlie Miller 
Brielle Glenys Brennan
Shanin Eileen Brennan
Allison O'Hagan Brennan
Tara Allison Brennan 
Richard deCastongrene 
Richard Monohon 
Deborah Spring
Dee and Larry Herbig 
Chi and Lan Nguyen 
Jolane Zander
Lisa Zander
AJ Paul
Matthew Paul
Trudy H 
Patrick Bryant 
Ed Harrison 
Dan Hupford 
Theresa Ragan 
Evan Bell 
Jacob George 
Katheryn Armstrong

10.29 MONDAY

12Noon Mass Cancelled Westside

10.30 TUESDAY

12Noon Amparo Solis U Westside

10.31 WEDNESDAY

12Noon Jerome Soles Westside

11.1 THURSDAY (11am Reconciliation – WS)
Solemnity of All Saints – Holy Day of Obligation

9am Michael Grant U School Gym

12Noon Joyce Griffin U Westside

6pm People of Saint Michael Parish Westside

11.2 FRIDAY  
(The Commemoration of All the Faithful Departed–All Souls)

9am People of Saint Michael Parish School Gym

6:30pm Prayers Westside

11.3 SATURDAY (9:45am & 3pm Reconciliation – WS)

9am George Wagner &  
Tony O’Gorman U Westside

5pm Perfecto Martin U Westside

11.4 SUNDAY

7am Ralph Bowling U Westside

9am Barbara Marvel U Westside

10am Andy & Jean Lechner U School Gym

11am Jim O’Sullivan U Westside

5pm People of Saint Michael Parish School Gym
To submit prayer requests, call the parish office at (360) 754-
4667 or submit your request via our website under the Contact 
menu.
If you or someone you know is homebound and wishes to 
receive Holy Communion, please call: 
Benedetta Reece at (360) 292-7143 or Dcn. Terry  
Barber at Sacred Heart Parish at (360) 491-0890.

MASSschedule & intentions PRAYERlist

11.05.18 BE TRANSFORMED
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UPDATES ON PASTORAL CARE AND 
COMMUNITY OUTREACH 

“We shelter the homeless, educate those 
hungry for knowledge, and care for the 
sick, not because they’re Catholic, but 
because we’re Catholic. They are Jesus 
in disguise.” – Cardinal James Hickey, 
1920-2004

Outreach is at the heart of the Church’s 
mission on earth. To care for others, 
to serve their temporal as well as 
spiritual needs is to fulfill Christ’s 
command that we love our neigh-
bors as ourselves. In reaching out to 
those in need in the wider community, 
Outreach Ministries embrace the Serve 
Element of Discipleship and fulfill the 
Evangelization and Outreach Strategic 
Initiative,  coming to the aid of our 
neighbors in their spiritual and bodily 
necessities. 
Throughout last year, Saint Michael 
Parish has been able to serve thousands 
of people who asked for assistance. 
Here are just few statistics and reports 
on what we have done and will continue 
to do in support of those who are most 
vulnerable among us: 
• 106 volunteers trained and commis-

sioned as Extraordinary Ministers 
of Holy Communion reached out 
to Catholics temporarily or per-
manently homebound. Over 100 
members of our faith community 

received and continue receiving the 
Eucharist on a weekly basis. 

• Through Grief Support, Cancer 
Support, Small Faith sharing at 
the Olympia Center, St Paul Street 
Evangelization, and others, we con-
tinue to provide Spiritual and Faith 
support to those who are griev-
ing, sick, carrying a heavy heart, 
unchurched, and those whose faith 
trembles. 

• We sheltered and fed the home-
less and–thanks to a parishioner's 
generous donation–built a shower 
in the Parish Center. Between 
November and March,  Monday 
through Thursday, we housed up 
to twelve homeless men, providing 
a hot meal, a bed, an opportunity to 
take a hot shower, and a sack lunch.

• Throughout the year, over 70 
volunteers take turns preparing 
and serving weekly meals at the 
Community Kitchen, serving 20 to 
220 people per meal.

• Year-round, 45 parishioners provide 
over 7,500 individual dinners at the 
Interfaith Works Shelter in down-
town Olympia, where about 40 
homeless men and women spend 
the night. 

• As a Parish, we donated over 
$110,000 to other nonprof it 
organizations.

As members of the Roman Catholic 
Church, all that we do at Saint Michael 
Parish is made possible by the loving 
presence of so many parishioners who 
work behind the scenes, day in and day 
out, representing our Catholic Church 
among those in need and continuing 
to fulfill  St. James' teaching to    "Be 
doers of the word and not hearers only"  
(James 1:17-18). It is because of our con-
stant presence and our faith put into 
action that our Catholic faith continues 
to be such a supporting pillar to the 
most vulnerable among us in our wider 
community.  
I cannot find words big enough to 
express how grateful and proud I am 
being a part of the Saint Michael Parish 
family!
Please visit our website and read the 
Pastoral Care and Community Outreach 
Report to learn and share with others all 
the many ways we reach out to those in 
need in our extended community.
It is important to spread the Good News 
in the midst of our present turmoil, as 
people believe only what they hear 
without searching deeper.
Get the report at saintmichaelparish.org/
pastoral-care-community-outreach-re-
port/
In faith and gratitude, 

Benedetta Reece

Benedetta Reece 
Steward for Pastoral Care and 
Community Outreach Ministries

PASTOR'Snotebook

"As members of the Roman Catholic Church, all that 
we do at Saint Michael Parish is made possible by 

the loving presence of so many parishioners who work 
behind the scenes, day in and day out, representing our 
Catholic Church among those in need and continuing to 
fulfill St. James' teaching to  'Be doers of the word and 
not hearers only' (James 1:17-18)."
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CONSTRUCTIONzone

THE FOLLOWING RENOVATION 
ELEMENTS WERE COMPLETED THIS WEEK
• Topped off 3” of asphalt on the new access road from 

10th Street
• Installed new curbs in the upper parking lot
• Installed new soils and plants and irrigation system in 

the landscape beds adjacent to the Gathering Space
• Installed new security lighting in the upper parking lot
• Installed carpet in the church
• Installed the new sound system
• Installed sinks in both restrooms
• Installed glass safety railing in upper seating section
The renovation is now 90% complete!

SAINT JOSEPH CHAPEL ACCESS
For your safety, a Saint Joseph Chapel entry access code 
will now be needed. The Security Access Code is: 0929 
(Saint Michael the Archangel Feast Day).
Please limit distribution of the access code to parishioners. 
Should you encounter unwanted or unsafe situations, 
please contact Joshua Roberts, Steward for Facilities, at 
(360) 292-7107.

KIDS' CORNER
Beginning November 11, all children K–3rd grade are welcome to join us for Children's Liturgy of the Word (CLOW) 
during the 9:30am downtown Mass. Children will be dismissed with their prayer leaders following the opening prayer 
and re-join the congregation during the Presentation of the Gifts. This is an opportunity for children to have full and 
active Mass participation at their level. 
We also need your help! You do not need to be a theologian or a teacher to share the Word with children. If you would 
be willing to be a part of this ministry with our children, please contact Hannah Hach, Steward for Children's Ministry 
at (360) 292-7114 or hhach@saintmichaelparish.org. Being a Prayer Leader for CLOW is a once-a-month commitment 
during the 9:30am Mass.
And, we're looking for persons 21 or older to work in our childcare room. This is a paid position. If you're a parent, you 
can bring you own children to your shift! This is a great opportunity to earn some money while your children interact with 
other faith-filled kids. No prior experience is required–all training will be provided. All you need is a love for children. If 
interested, or know of anyone who is interested, please contact Hannah at the number/email above.

Do these look familiar to you? Have you been receiving our email blasts? If not:
1. We may not have an email address for your family.                       – or –
2. We have an incorrect/old email address for your family.            – or –
3. They may be in your junk/spam folder.

If you want to receive email 
updates, here's what you can 
do to fix the problem:
1. Confirm your email address or 
provide us an address by  
emailing mbishop@saintmchael- 
parish.org
2. Look in your email junk/spam 
folder. Depending on your email 
provider, you will need to mark 
them as not spam/junk or add 
SMP as a safe sender. 
They are also available for 
viewing on our Facebook page, 
our app, and our YouTube 
channel.
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SMPhighlights
NOVEMBER 2018

1 Monday

The Solemnity of All Saints

It's a holy day of obligation, so 
join us for Mass at 9am in the 
School Gym; 12noon and 6pm 
at the Westside Chapel.

11 Sunday

Faith Alive in 
the Home, a family formation 
ministry for children ages 3 
to 5th grade and their par-
ents begins at 10:45am in 
the school gym. Registration 
forms can be found on the 
website or at the parish office.

3/4 Sat/Sun

Food Bank and the Other Bank 
collection is next weekend! 

Every first weekend of the 
month we take nonperishable 
food and financial donations 
for the Thurston County 
Food Bank. The Other Bank, 
operated by the YWCA, 
distributes personal hygiene 
products and cleaning 
supplies which cannot be 
purchased with food stamps. 
These items are essential 
for maintaining health and 
personal dignity. Donations of 
money are also much needed 
and appreciated. Please use 
the blue edged envelopes at 
the donation table. 

5 Monday

Mass for the 
Dedication of a 

Church 

6pm

Too much fruit on your 
trees? If you have an excess 
of apples, pears, etc., please 
contact Stephen Holland, 
Director of Community 
Service at John Paul II 
High School at sholland@
popejp2hseagles.org and they 
will collect and deliver it to 
local food banks.

15 Thursday 

SAFE ENVIRONMENT  
WORKSHOP
(for all school and parish 
volunteers)

6–9pm in the Parish Center.

Register online at virtusonline.
org and click First-Time Regis-
trant. For volunteers who have 
already registered in Virtus, 
please log in to your account 
to sign up for the class. 

For more information or for 
assistance creating a Virtus 
account, please call Mona at 
(360) 292-7141 or mbishop@
saintmichaelparish.org.

Another workshop will be held 
Thursday, December 13.
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Oct. 30: Small Group Facilitator Training 
Nov. 5:  Advent Small Group Sessions Begin
Nov. 11:  F.A.I.T.H. and Catechesis of the  
  Good Shepherd begin  
Nov. 11:  Children's Liturgy of the Word begins 
  Dismissal of Catechumens (RCIA)  
  resumes downtown

FAITH FORMATION

NEXT LIFE NIGHT:
Oct. 28 – Relentless Father: Hallowed Be Thy Name 
Help teens recognize the relentless Fatherhood of God 
by purifying their image of fatherhood, which is limited 
by their experience of earthly relationships.

BAPTISM CLASSES
Our next set of Baptism classes will take place on 
Thursday, November 8 & 15 from 6:30 – 8:30pm in 
Parish Center Room 7. You must attend both nights in 
preparation for the Sacrament of Baptism. 
Childcare included if you register at least a week in 
advance. 
To register contact Caiti Schmitz at 360-292-7100 or 
cschmitz@saintmichaleparish.org.

ST. MICHAEL PARISH SCHOOL 
29th Annual Holiday Wreath Sale
Get a jump on your holiday decorating. The St. Michael 
Parish School 5th Grade Class is pre-selling hand-made, 
noble fir Advent and Christmas wreaths. You can pre- 
order now by filling out the order form outside the 5th 

grade classroom (next to our statue of Mary), or visit 
https://bit.ly/2H5tFph. The proceeds and donations help 
send the students to the Shakespeare Festival in Ashland, 
OR this June. Thank you for your generous support of this 
amazing tradition!

BOX TOPS FOR 
EDUCATION
St. Michael Parish School 
would love help in collect-

ing Box Tops for Education. Please drop your Box Tops 
off at the parish office in an envelope marked "attention 
Brandon Jones." Each Box Top is worth 10 cents to the 
school!
For a full list of Box Tops products visit www.boxtops4- 
education.com/earn/participating-products or look for the 
Box Tops symbol on product packaging.

HEY, MIDDLE SCHOOLERS! 
Make plans to join us for EDGE every Sunday after the 
5pm Life Teen Mass, from 6:30–8pm. We'll take the eve-
ning of November 11 off, but join up again at Black Lake 
Bible Camp for our EDGE Retreat on November 16–18. 
Don't forget to sign up for the Middle School Ministry 
newsletter! Just send an email to Anna Swanson at 
aswanson@saintmichaelparish.org.

Have questions about your

faith? We've got answers. 

MIDDLE
SCHOOL
RETREAT 
NOVEMBER  
16-18TH 

WHERE? BLACK LAKE BIBLE
CAMP 

WHEN? NOV. 16-18 
HOW? PERMISSION SLIPS

AVAILABLE ONLINE & AT THE
PARISH OFFICE

email Anna Swanson at 
aswanson@saintmichaelparish.org  
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MINISTRYopportunities

MISSION: COME EXPERIENCE THE JOY!
You are invited to take part in the next St. Michael Journey of the Heart 
Holy Spirit Center, Juarez, Mexico, March 31 – April 6, 2019 
Go to serve and share God’s love. Be prepared to fall deeper in love with God!
Pick up applications at the parish office. $650 covers airfare and the week’s expenses at the mission. Scholarships are 
available. For more information contact Deacon John at jtbergford@hotmail.com  or Brandon Jones at (360) 292-7108 
or bjones@saintmichaelparish.org.

USHERS & GREETERS
We have focused our efforts on enhancing three primary areas of hospitality to create an amazing Sunday experience: 
Greeting, Ushering, and Social Hour. All Greeters are asked to contact Brandon Jones with the Mass you attend and 
location (Westside or Downtown) so our ministry calendar will be ready for the November 10/11 weekend. For those 
who are returning or new please contact bjones@saintmaichaelparish.org to get on the schedule. Be sure to ask about 
the minor changes in procedures at both locations. For those interested in joining the ministry, please contact Michelle 
Clinton at mclinton@saintmichaelparish.org.

RETREAT CREW FOR SEARCH RETREAT
November 16–18 at Black Lake Bible Camp
We're looking for people to serve the teens and Core Team of the South Sound Deanery while on their fall retreat–people 
who pray as they work and like to be in adoration, spending time with the Lord. Serving includes numerous tasks: setup 
for small group and main sessions, Mass, adoration, breaks, and cleanup after each session/arranging rooms as needed. 
The Crew is vital to the experience of the retreatants and frees the Core Team to be 110% dedicated to the teens. Crew 
members will also have the opportunity to attend a retreat especially for them. Crew members must commit to the hours 
they will be on site and are not required to stay the night. Safe Environment training is required in order to serve.
Times needed: Friday 4–10pm (4 people); Saturday 7am to Midnight (4–6 people); Sunday 8am–5pm (4 people).
Deacon John Bergford is also in need of one person to work closely as a co-lead. Please contact Abre Peters at (360) 
292-7106 or apeters@saintmichaelparish.org

CARRYING A HEAVY HEART?
Upcoming Cycles of Faith based Support Group meetings
We provide cycles of faith-based support group meetings and one-
on-one support. 
Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton Grief Support Group: This group is 
open to anyone who carries a heavy heart for any reason–not just 
the loss of a loved one. The group meets on Saturday mornings 
from 10am–12pm. Our next cycle of eight consecutive week meet-
ings start Saturday , November 17.
Saint Peregrine Cancer Support Group: The next cycle of six consecutive week meetings start Saturday, October 27, 
1–2:30pm, in Parish Center Room 6. Meetings are offered regularly throughout the year.
Saint Catherine of Siena Miscarriage and Loss Of Infant Support Group: For those who suffered the loss of a baby 
through miscarriage, stillbirth or neonatal death. Next cycle of meeting to be scheduled.
Whether present events brought grief to you or you are carrying the pain of grief from long ago; whether faith brings you 
support while grieving or whether grief causes your faith to tremble, please join us. We gather to learn about the grief 
process, to support one another, and to share our thoughts and feelings, sustained by our faith and enlightened by Christ. 
All meetings are free. No need to be a parishioner or Catholic to attend. If you or someone you know would benefit from 
participating or have any questions, please contact Bene Reece at 360-292-7143 or breece@saintmichaelparish.org.
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PREPARE YOUR HEART FOR THE LORD 
There's still time to register! 
6-week Advent sessions start the week of November 5.
Small Groups meet in homes or at the parish each week to: 

• Break open the Sunday Scripture with Lectio Divina 
• Gain wisdom and hear a reflection from Fr. Jim, Fr Lou 

and parish staff members 
• Share prayer, insights and God sightings in a confiden-

tial setting 
• Meet other parishioners and share life and faith 

experiences 
• Deepen your own faith/life connection in a supportive 

environment 
Small Groups are not just another activity to push into your 
busy week. It’s time taken to listen to God and discern His 
direction—to infuse divine purpose into all areas of your life. 
It is a time to share fellowship, laughs, joys, struggles and 
prayers with your faith family. Come and be renewed and 
refreshed! A few of our groups with openings: 
HolyOly Group includes non-Catholics and those returning 
to the faith  
John 6:35 Group held Tuesday evenings in NE Olympia 
Parents of students at St. Michael School held Wednesday 
mornings
Prayer Partners Small Group in Shelton on Wednesday 
afternoons
Shekinah Small Group for single adults aged 50+
And, we still have openings in groups for:
• Young Adults • Daily Mass goers • Seniors  • Couples • 
Newcomers • non-Catholics and those considering return-
ing to the Church • day, evening and weekend groups 
To sign up, simply visit the parish website, scroll down and 
click the "Join a Small Group" post. Follow the link and look 
through the available groups, find the best fit for you and fill 
out the simple registration form. 
Contact: Michaela Moreau at (360) 292-7104 or  
smp.smallgroups@gmail.com  

PARISH HEALTH 
MINISTRY TALKS
Saturday, November 3 at 10:30am 
in Parish Center Room 7, parishioner 
Sandy Adams, Advance Care Planning 
Program Manager, Providence Southwest 
Washington, will present:

ADVANCE CARE PLANNING (ACP): ARE YOU PREPARED?
Advance care planning is a process to consider the health 
care you want in the future and choosing a health care agent 
to speak for you if you cannot communicate.
Workshop focus:
• Better understand advance care planning  (ACP)
• Learn the difference in ACP Documents
• Consider personal choices for future health care
• Know the characteristics of a good health care agent
• Identify steps to take for up-to-date ACP Documents (spe-

cifically Advance Directives)
Join us in a thought provoking conversation to help make your 
wishes known. Learn the vocabulary, reflect on your values, 
choose a health care agent, explore goals for treatment, and 
take steps to complete or update your Advance Directive.
Monthly talks are FREE and open to everyone. They are 
offered on the first Saturday of the month following 9am Mass 
with Anointing of the Sick and blessing of religious items. 
Talks are sponsored by Parish Health Ministry. If you have 
questions or suggestions, please contact Bene Reece at (360) 
292-7143 or breece@saintmichaelparish.org.

We will soon celebrate the Mass for the Dedication of a 
Church–the House of God, Gate to Heaven. 
We are being called to fully enter into the beauty and good-
ness that will surround us at Saint Michael Parish on Monday, 
November 5. In preparation, we invite you to watch a video 
that explains why this Mass is so special. For many, it will be 
a once in a lifetime experience. In the video, Andrew Casad 
draws connections between the Easter Liturgy and the Rite 
of Dedication. 
Watch it on our website–just click the Renovation Updates 
button on our homepage, or visit https://youtu.be/bilaKhqvMQM

ALL COMMUNITY  
CHORAL CELEBRATION
Saint Michael Parish will host a dozen South Sound interfaith 
choirs for an evening of song in celebration of the reopening 
of our downtown church. Join us on November 14 at 7pm 
for lively, powerful music shared in the beauty of our newly 
renovated church. Tickets are free with RSVP on our website!
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KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS ANNUAL VETERANS APPRECIATION BANQUET
Saturday, November 10 at Sacred Heart Church, Hallen Hall, 812 Bowker St., Lacey | 
Social at 6pm, Dinner at 7pm
Traditional roast turkey buffet with all the trimmings, catered by Pellegrino’s Catering. 
Recommended attire: black tie, military uniform, or business casual. Entertainment 
by the KofC scola. Guest Speaker: Col. (Ret.) Peter V. Kilburn, US Army Surgeon, 
1984-2014
FREE to all veterans and active duty military personnel | Tickets $25 for non-veterans. 
Reservations are required!
For tickets and reservations, contact:
Korey Wessel (540) 319-3366 or keydet11@gmail.com
Sam Pellegrino (360) 259-7441 or sam@pellegrinoscatering.com
Mike Colosi (360) 870-5597 or W00dbutcher63@yahoo.com
Chris Beck (360) 791-8540 or cbeckinsurance@aol.com

RACHEL’S CORNER
Healing After Abortion
“I rejoice in what I have gained: a 
deeper relationship with Christ and 
my son, and knowledge of the truth 
that one day I will be reunited with 
them in eternity.” – Male retreatant 
testimonial

Fathers involved in abortion deci-
sions need healing, too.  Call for a 
listening ear or more information 
about our upcoming retreat, for both 
men and women.
November 9-11 in English
Call Aleah: 1-800-822-HOPE (4673) 

BEGINNING 
EXPERIENCE RETREAT
Beginning Experience is a peer min-
istry founded by Sister Josephine 
Stewart, which reaches out to those 
suffering the devastating pain that 
occurs when a marriage ends. It serves 
to assist and guide widowed, sepa-
rated, or divorced people through the 
grief of losing their marriage and find 
healing, learn to live in the wholeness 
of Christ and hope for the future. Peer 
ministers share their own losses and 
listen with compassion as they walk 
with those who are beginning this dif-
ficult journey. 
The Tacoma Chapter presents two 
weekend retreats per year in the Puget 
Sound Area. The next upcoming week-
end is Friday–Sunday, November 2–4 
at the Gwinwood Conference Center 
in Lacey. 
Please contact Lia Pavone, Outreach 
Coordinator, St. Frances Cabrini Parish 
at (253) 582-6248.

AROUND THE  

SOUND

PRIORY PROGRAMS
Upcoming at the Priory Spirituality 
Center in Lacy:
Cinema Divina
Friday, Nov. 2, 7:15pm–Sunday, Nov. 
4, 11am, $235
Facilitator: Marilyn Freeman
Sketching Grace
Saturday, Nov. 10, 9am–3pm, $55
FacilitatorRoy DeLeon
Register by prior Friday for all programs.
Information and registration at  
www.stplacid.org

THE SECULAR FRANCISCAN ORDER
A branch of the worldwide Franciscan Family, the OFS is a secular movement, 
established by St. Francis of Assisi almost 800 years ago. We are single and 
married. We work, worship and play in the community where we live. Our 
purpose is to bring the gospel to life where we live and work. We look for 
practical ways to embrace the gospel in our lives and try to help others to do 
likewise. Interested in exploring the Secular Franciscan Order? A "come and 
see" meeting will be held at Saint Michael Parish on Sunday, November 11 
at 1pm. Contact Deacon Terry Barber for more information at (360) 491-0890, 
ext 113 or email terry@3hearts.org).



RENOVATION THEOLOGYWITH FR. LOU CUNNINGHAM
All Saints, Relics and Altars
 “When he broke open the fifth seal, I saw underneath 
the altar the souls of those who had been slaughtered 
because of the witness they bore to the word of God. They 
cried out in a loud voice, ‘How long will it be, holy and true 
master, before you sit in judgment and avenge our blood 
on the inhabitants of the earth?’ Each of them was given a 
white robe, and they were told to be patient a little while 
longer until the number was filled of their fellow servants and 
brothers.” – Revelation 6:9-11

 “After this I had a vision of a great multitude, which 
no one could count, from every nation, race, people, and 
tongue. They stood before the throne and before the Lamb, 
wearing white robes and holding palm branches in their 
hands. They cried out in a loud voice: ‘Salvation comes from 
our God, who is seated on the throne and from the Lamb.’”  
– Revelation 7:9,10

Catholic life and faith is “fleshy:” it’s Incarnational.  Jesus–the 
Son of God–became flesh and took on all of our humanity, 
including our body. He experienced a truly human life–in 
a body.  He suffered –in a body. He died and rose with a 
physical body. He ascended into heaven in that same body 
and sits in power with the Father and the Holy Spirit. Jesus 
has taken our humanity and incorporated it into the Trinity 
itself! We are united to His Body as His Church–this is how 
we are sanctified: by “incorporating” (in-bodying) ourselves 
into Him.
A human person is both body and soul, and Jesus came to 
sanctify all of the creation he created. At Epiphany, when we 
celebrate the Baptism of Jesus, we speak of Jesus blessing 
all water in His baptism. Similarly, Jesus comes to sanctify 
our flesh and gives us sensible–literally of the senses–to 
raise our mind to God in worship of Him. As Catholics, we 
love images and statues, using incense and oils, standing 
and kneeling and sitting. We create and sing beautiful music 

to dispose ourselves to encounter Beauty itself. As humans, 
we keep pictures and mementos of those who loved us. In 
the same way, God has given us things to remind us that He 
loves us.

A saint is a person that the Church has declared to have 
incorporated themselves into the Body of Christ and are now 
seeing God face to face in Heaven. Saints in heaven are the 
Church’s ‘grandparents’ in a sense; they show us how to be 
little Christs in particular circumstances. Beyond just being 
memories, though, their own bodies are reminders now that 
their souls–the other part of their person, now lives with God 
and will be reunited with that body in the resurrection of 
the body. From the time of the Apostles, the Church often 
celebrated Mass on the tombs of saints–typically martyrs in 
that time–because they recognized the bodies of the saints 
had a special connection to Jesus Christ; these bodies were 
the bodies that united their lives with faith in Jesus. They 
sacrificed their very flesh for God. The High Altar at Saint 
Peter’s Basilica in the Vatican is built over the bones of St. 
Peter (look it up!). Instead of being macabre, relics (those 
things “left over” from the saint’s life on earth, typically a piece 
of hair, bones, blood, clothing or other instruments of work or 
martyrdom, remind us of our concrete and fleshy connection 
to Christ and those that have not only experienced Christ in 
their own lives, but have truly sanctified the world through 
their flesh.

This week we celebrate All Saints Day. Last week, we 
celebrated Mass and venerated the relics of John Paul 
II–a cloth with his blood on it. This week, we will have the 
relics of Saints Felicity and Lucy permanently entombed in 
our new altar at the Dedication Mass by the Archbishop on 
November 5 at 6 pm. Let us pray that, through their example 
and fruitfulness, we might receive all the more grace to offer 
ourselves lovingly for Jesus Christ!



The Archbishop prays the Prayer of Dedication and then prepares to anoint the 
altar and walls. 
The anointing with chrism makes the altar a symbol of Christ who is before all 
others and is called “the Anointed One,” for the Father anointed him with the Holy 
Spirit and constituted him High Priest so that, on the altar of his body, he might 
offer the sacrifice of his life for the salvation of all. Archbishop Sartain first anoints 
the altar, saying: 

“We now anoint this altar and this building. May God in his power make them 
holy and visible signs of the mystery of Christ and his Church.”

Archbishop Sartain will then anoint the walls of the church in four places to recall 
the vision of the heavenly temple as seen by the prophet Ezekiel. 
Incense is burned on the altar to signify that Christ’s sacrifice, perpetuated in 
mystery, ascends to God as a fragrant offering and also to signify that the prayers 
of the people rise up, pleasing and acceptable, reaching the throne of God. The 
incensing of the nave of the church indicates that the dedication makes it a house 
of prayer for all people.
The Archbishop prays:

“Lord, may our prayer ascend as incense in your sight. As this building is filled-
with fragrance so may your Church fill the world with the fragrance of Christ.”

The Archbishop then lights the incense placed directly on the altar, just as incense 
was burned upon an altar in the temple in Jerusalem. He incenses the altar while 
deacons incense the people and the walls, sanctifying them as living stones fit 
together to offer praise and worship to God. Meanwhile the people sing:

“From the hand of the angel clouds of incense rose in the presence of the 
Lord.”
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