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SAINT MICHAEL PARISH
Thirty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time

MASS FOR THE

DEDICATION
OF A CHURCH
SAINT MICHAEL PARISH
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 5, 6pm

1055 Boundary St., Olympia, WA

BE TRANSFORMED
give
In the area of give,
I am grateful for:

give future state
In 2026, Saint Michael Parish, born of a spirit of gratitude for
all God has given us, is fully committed to Stewardship as a
way of life, as evidenced by:
•

100% participation in sacrificial giving (6% to parish, 4%
to other charities)

•

Full funding for Catholic school education for all parish
families

•

An abundance of time, talent and financial resources to
support our parish priorities

•

The ability to support our members in times of need

•

Debt-free living as a parish and families (excluding
mortgages)

SAINT MICHAEL PARISH

STEWARDSHIPof treasure
Pastoral Year 2018-2019
Donations Received as of October 28, 2018

1208 11th Ave. SE, Olympia 98501
(360) 754-4667
www.saintmichaelparish.org

Sunday Stewardship

$26,219

OFFICE HOURS
Monday – Thursday: 9am – 5pm | Friday 9am – 1pm
Sunday 8:30am – 4:45pm

Online Stewardship Giving

$17,387

Sunday Loose Donations
Holy Days

$18

CALVARY CEMETERY ext. 138
3850 Cleveland Ave., Tumwater 98501

Youth (Little House)

$88

ST. MICHAEL SCHOOL (360) 754-5131
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY
Wed & Fri 1–3pm
(360) 352-7554
CLOTHING BANK
Tues & Sat 9–11am, Thur. 6:30–8pm
PREGNANCY AID
(360) 956-7413
M, T, Th, Fri 2–4pm, Wed. 9am-Noon
ST. MIKE’S TIKES

(360) 586-1585

NORMAL MASS TIMES:
(Daily Mass times often change – Check schedule on page 2)

Downtown (School Gym):
1204 11th Ave. SE
Sunday: 10am & 5pm

Total Offertory Collection Received

$1,172

$44,884

Year to Date Received

$ 9 2 9, 3 9 3

Donations Needed

$765,983

Amount Behind Goal

WE HAVE A NEW APP!

- $156,448

Text

SMPGIVE APP
to

77977
to get a direct link.

Westside Chapel:
1835 Overhulse Rd. NW
Monday–Thursday: 12Noon
1st & 3rd Thursday: 6:30am
Friday: 9am
Saturday: 9am & 5pm
Sunday: 7am, 9am & 11am
2nd Sunday: 1:30pm (Vietnamese)

Text smpgive to 77977

RECONCILIATION TIMES (Westside Chapel):
Thursday: 11am | Saturday: 9:45am & 3pm
PASTOR:
Fr. Jim Lee
PAROCHIAL VICAR:
Fr. Lou Cunningham
DEACONS:
Rob Rensel
John Bergford
MISSION
Our mission is to place God first in all things, to proclaim
the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and to grow in holiness
through prayer, sacraments, and service.
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GET IT AT: saintmichaelparish.formed.org
Made possible by your generous stewardship.
www.saintmichaelparish.org
www.facebook.com/saintmichaelparish

MASSschedule & intentions
11.5 MONDAY
12Noon

Mass Cancelled

6pm

People of Saint Michael Parish Downtown

11.6 TUESDAY
12Noon

Mass Cancelled

11.7 WEDNESDAY
12Noon

People of Saint Michael Parish Downtown

11.8 THURSDAY (11am Reconciliation)
12Noon

Joyce Griffin

U

Downtown

11.9 FRIDAY
9am

Charlie Miller

Downtown

11.10 SATURDAY (9:45am & 3pm Reconciliation)
9am

George Rainville

5pm

Daniel Damian II

U

Downtown
Downtown

11.11 SUNDAY
7:30am

Marie Durand Barker

U

Downtown

8:30am

Eric & Walt Blomberg

U

Westside

9:30am

Federico M. Ogan

U

Downtown

10:30am

Steve Pool

U

Westside

11:30am

Lyle Welsh

U

Downtown

1:30pm

Joseph Andy Nguyen

U

Westside

5pm

People of Saint Michael Parish Downtown

Please note that we return to our pre-renovation Mass
schedule this week. The Sunday Mass schedule likewise
reverts to pre-renovation times.

PRAYERlist
Melissa Mezen
Hilary Borngesser
Jan Putnam
James A White
Patrick O'Neil
Philip & Joanne Compton
Pati Leininger
Billy Harris
Veronica Harris
Claire Harris
Ilyana Harris
Larry Bonner
Janice Ray
Bernadette K.
Elizabeth Louise
Deanne Clesi
Donna Schmidt
Keith Gier
Kathleen Moreland
Tara Allison
Alfred O. Brown, Jr.
Alice Sampson
Mary Mandeville
Mary Anderson
Robert Clark
Michael Heelan
Claudia Porter
Kaylie B.
Daun Carlson
Steph Skiles
Damianus Aditya Christie
Samantha Edwards
Harlow Harris
Syvia Sandova
Cesar and Joel
Christopher
Rosanne Burns
Heather Andersen
Tami Grant
Hoeschen Family
Wolf Family
Maia Bellon
Joy
Melisa Goin

Evelyn Wood
Alexandra
Chi & Lan Nguyen
George Michael
Lloyd Patrick family
June Francis
Ben Farsaci family
Teresa LaBouff & grandchildren
Linda
Marge Pool
Marlene Inverso
Linda Zender
Magda Lovejoy
Phyllis Piercey
Pati Leininger
Charlie Miller
Brielle Glenys Brennan
Shanin Eileen Brennan
Allison O'Hagan Brennan
Tara Allison Brennan
Richard deCastongrene
Richard Monohon
Deborah Spring
Dee and Larry Herbig
Chi and Lan Nguyen
Jolane Zander
Lisa Zander
AJ Paul
Matthew Paul
Trudy H
Patrick Bryant
Ed Harrison
Dan Hupford
Theresa Ragan
Evan Bell
Jacob George
Katheryn Armstrong
Gerald Nault
Lance Burns
Salam Russell
Bob Kelly
Terri McCarthy
Bob Fenton
Paul Burns

To submit prayer requests, call the parish office at (360) 7544667 or submit your request via our website under the Contact
menu.
If you or someone you know is homebound and wishes to
receive Holy Communion, please call:
Benedetta Reece at (360) 292-7143 or Dcn. Terry
Barber at Sacred Heart Parish at (360) 491-0890.
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PASTOR'Snotebook
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CONSTRUCTIONzone
THE FOLLOWING RENOVATION
ELEMENTS WERE COMPLETED THIS WEEK
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Installed pews in the worship area
Installed video cameras in the worship area
Installed sound system in the Gathering Space
Installed soap dispensers and mirrors in the restrooms
Parishioners replaced the fabric on 200 chairs
An Altar Society work party set up the new kitchen
Faith Formation set up Gathering Space Rooms 1 & 2
Reinstalled the grand piano and organ

We thank everyone for your continued prayer support as
we race to the finish line!

ALL COMMUNITY
CHORAL CELEBRATION
Saint Michael Parish will host a dozen South Sound interfaith
choirs for an evening of song in celebration of the reopening
of our downtown church. Join us on November 14 at 7pm
for lively, powerful music shared in the beauty of our newly
renovated church. Tickets are free with RSVP on our website!

DO YOU STILL NEED TO MAKE THE TRANSITION TO OUR NEW ONLINE GIVING PLATFORM?
On Nov. 19 our old OSV platform will stop working. Directions to sign up for our
New Online Giving platform:
1. Visit saintmichaelparish.org, scroll down to Online Giving and click the Set Up
New Giving button.
2. Fill in your donation amount and select fund. Select giving type and date to
start. Click next.
3. Enter your mobile number to receive a security code via text. If you do not have
a mobile phone, click Need Help? and choose the option Receive a security code
by voice call. You can use a regular land line to receive your code via voice call.
4. Enter security code.
5. Enter your name and email, then click next.
6. Enter your credit/debit card information and click next.
7. Confirm your gift by clicking give.

Do these look familiar to you? Have you been receiving our email blasts? If not:
1. We may not have an email address for your family.
– or –
2. We have an incorrect/old email address for your family.
– or –
3. They may be in your junk/spam folder.

If you want to receive email
updates, here's what you can
do to fix the problem:
1. Confirm your email address or
provide us an address by
emailing mbishop@saintmchaelparish.org
2. Look in your email junk/spam
folder. Depending on your email
provider, you will need to mark
them as not spam/junk or add
SMP as a safe sender.
They are also available for
viewing on our Facebook page,
our app, and our YouTube
channel.
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SMPhighlights
NOVEMBER 2018
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Wednesdsy

Holy Hour for Priests
5:30–6:30pm in the St. Joseph
Chapel. Full description on page
6 at right.

14

Wednesday
All Community
Choral Celebration

Saint Michael Parish will host a
dozen South Sound interfaith
choirs for an evening of song
in celebration of the reopening of our downtown church.
Tickets are free with RSVP on
our website!

Coming
January 13, 2019
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(&15) Thursdays
Baptism Classes

6:30 – 8:30pm in Parish
Center Room 7.

You must attend both nights in
preparation for the Sacrament of
Baptism.
To register contact Caiti Schmitz at
360-292-7100 or cschmitz@saintmichaleparish.org.
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Thursday

SAFE ENVIRONMENT
WORKSHOP
(for all school and parish
volunteers)
6–9pm in the Parish Center.
Register online at virtusonline.
org and click First-Time Registrant. For volunteers who have
already registered in Virtus,
please log in to your account
to sign up for the class.
For more information or for
assistance creating a Virtus
account, please call Mona at
(360) 292-7141 or mbishop@
saintmichaelparish.org.
Another workshop will be held
Thursday, December 13.

acasad@saintmichaelparish.org
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Monday

Mass for the
Dedication of a
Church
6pm

11

Sunday

F.A.I.T.H.

Faith Alive in
the Home, a family formation
ministry for children ages 3
to 5th grade and their parents begins at 10:45am in
the school gym. Registration
forms can be found on the
website or at the parish office.
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Sunday

Knights of Columbus
Pancake Breakfast in the
Gathering Space after
morning Masses.

WEEKLY HOLY HOUR FOR PRIESTS

BORED OR LOST DURING MASS?

Begins Wednesday, November 7, 5:30–6:30pm in the
St. Joseph Chapel

Would you like to have a better understanding of the
symbolism, the rituals and prayers we pray during our
time of worship of God? This year, the adult faith formation sessions offered on FAITH Sundays are open to any
adults who would like to learn more about the richness
of the Mass.

Each week will include a variation of prayers from the
rosary, Divine Office, and silent meditation, all centered
on praying for our priests. The best way to help our
priests is to pray for them! Please join us in prayer every
week, on alternate weeks, or only once month–come as
often as you can!
Direct questions to Elizabeth Lyons at (360) 292-7119 or
elyons@saintmichaelparish.org.

We'll list the topics of focus in the bulletin, beginning with
Sunday, November 18. Come to one session that interests
you or come to every session to get the most out of the
Mass. Our study will include A Biblical Walk through The
Mass by Edward Sri (Ascension Press). Watch for updated
information weekly. A deeper understanding of the Mass
is certainly worth your time and effort!

Adult FAITH Session Topics
11:30am –1pm in the Parish Center Multipurpose Room
November 18: What makes us Catholic?
Presenter: Chris Peterson
December 2: The Catholic Mass–Foundations
Presenter: Andrew Casad
December 9: The Parts of the Mass
Presenter: Michelle Clinton

HEY, MIDDLE SCHOOLERS!

ST. MICHAEL PARISH SCHOOL

Make plans to join us for EDGE every Sunday after the
5pm Life Teen Mass, from 6:30–8pm. We'll take the evening of November 11 off, but join up again at Black Lake
Bible Camp for our EDGE Retreat on November 16–18.

29th Annual Holiday Wreath Sale

Don't forget to sign up for the Middle School Ministry
newsletter! Just send an email to Anna Swanson at
aswanson@saintmichaelparish.org.

Get a jump on your holiday decorating. The St. Michael
Parish School 5th Grade Class is pre-selling hand-made,
noble fir Advent and Christmas wreaths. You can preorder now by filling out the order form outside the 5th
grade classroom (next to our statue of Mary), or visit
https://bit.ly/2H5tFph. The proceeds and donations help
send the students to the Shakespeare Festival in Ashland,
OR this June. Thank you for your generous support of this
amazing tradition!

BOX TOPS FOR
EDUCATION
MIDDLE
SCHOOL
RETREAT
NOVEMBER
16-18TH

WHERE? BLACK LAKE BIBLE
CAMP
WHEN? NOV. 16-18
HOW? PERMISSION SLIPS
AVAILABLE ONLINE & AT THE
PARISH OFFICE

Have questions about your
faith? We've got answers.

email Anna Swanson at
aswanson@saintmichaelparish.org

St. Michael Parish School
would love help in collecting Box Tops for Education. Please drop your Box Tops
off at the parish office in an envelope marked "attention
Brandon Jones." Each Box Top is worth 10 cents to the
school!
For a full list of Box Tops products visit www.boxtops4education.com/earn/participating-products or look for the
Box Tops symbol on product packaging.
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MINISTRYopportunities
MISSION: COME EXPERIENCE THE JOY!
You are invited to take part in the next St. Michael Journey of the Heart
Holy Spirit Center, Juarez, Mexico, March 31 – April 6, 2019
Go to serve and share God’s love. Be prepared to fall deeper in love with God!
Pick up applications at the parish office. $650 covers airfare and the week’s expenses at the mission. Scholarships are
available. For more information contact Deacon John at jtbergford@hotmail.com or Brandon Jones at (360) 292-7108
or bjones@saintmichaelparish.org.

RETREAT CREW FOR SEARCH RETREAT
November 16–18 at Black Lake Bible Camp
We're looking for people to serve the teens and Core Team of the South Sound Deanery while on their fall retreat–people
who pray as they work and like to be in adoration, spending time with the Lord. Serving includes numerous tasks: setup
for small group and main sessions, Mass, adoration, breaks, and cleanup after each session/arranging rooms as needed.
The Crew is vital to the experience of the retreatants and frees the Core Team to be 110% dedicated to the teens. Crew
members will also have the opportunity to attend a retreat especially for them. Crew members must commit to the hours
they will be on site and are not required to stay the night. Safe Environment training is required in order to serve.
Times needed: Friday 4–10pm (4 people); Saturday 7am to Midnight (4–6 people); Sunday 8am–5pm (4 people).
Deacon John Bergford is also in need of one person to work closely as a co-lead. Please contact Abre Peters at (360)
292-7106 or apeters@saintmichaelparish.org

CARRYING A HEAVY HEART?
Upcoming Cycles of Faith based Support Group meetings
We provide cycles of faith-based support group meetings and oneon-one support.
Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton Grief Support Group: This group is
open to anyone who carries a heavy heart for any reason–not just
the loss of a loved one. The group meets on Saturday mornings
from 10am–12pm. Our next cycle of eight consecutive week meetings start Saturday , November 17.
Saint Peregrine Cancer Support Group: The next cycle of six consecutive week meetings start Saturday, October 27, 1–2:30pm, in
Parish Center Room 6. Meetings are offered regularly throughout the year.
Saint Catherine of Siena Miscarriage and Loss Of Infant Support Group: For those who suffered the loss of a baby
through miscarriage, stillbirth or neonatal death. Next cycle of meeting to be scheduled.
Whether present events brought grief to you or you are carrying the pain of grief from long ago; whether faith brings you
support while grieving or whether grief causes your faith to tremble, please join us. We gather to learn about the grief
process, to support one another, and to share our thoughts and feelings, sustained by our faith and enlightened by Christ.
All meetings are free. No need to be a parishioner or Catholic to attend. If you or someone you know would benefit from
participating or have any questions, please contact Bene Reece at 360-292-7143 or breece@saintmichaelparish.org.
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KIDS' CORNER

LAST WEEKEND TO REGISTER!
6-week Advent session begins November 5!
We are excited that our Advent Small Groups start this week!
In this week's video Fr Jim unpacks the first reading for the
dedication Mass from Chronicles about the dedication of
Solomon's temple. He describes our dedication ceremony
and how it compares. He encourages us to make this Advent a
time of transformation, saying, "As you ponder these readings
of the beautiful dedication ceremony, may your hearts be on
fire with a desire to live ever more deeply into this mystery
of God's love for us as we come into this House of God and
Gate of Heaven."
If you are unable to join the 300+ parishioners preparing for
Advent in small groups, you can follow along by using the
reflection sheets and videos posted on the website at saintmichaelparish.org/learn/small groups. Click on Facilitator
Resources. A few of our groups with openings:
HolyOly Group includes non-Catholics and those returning
to the faith
John 6:35 Group held Tuesday evenings in NE Olympia
Parents of students at St. Michael School held Wednesday
mornings
Prayer Partners Small Group in Shelton on Wednesday
afternoons
Shekinah Small Group for single adults aged 50+
And, we still have openings in groups for:
• Young Adults • Daily Mass goers • Seniors • Couples •
Newcomers • non-Catholics and those considering returning to the Church • day, evening and weekend groups
To sign up, simply visit the parish website, scroll down and
click the Join a Small Group" post. Follow the link and look
through the available groups, find the best fit for you and fill
out the simple registration form. Contact: Michaela Moreau
at (360) 292-7104 or smp.smallgroups@gmail.com.

BLESSED IS SHE
Tumwater Blessed Brunch on November 10, at 10am
What’s a Blessed Brunch? It’s a potluck brunch where we
actually meet other Blessed is She sisters face-to-face.
We talk, share a meal, have small/large group time, and
pray with each other. It’s community in the flesh.
RSVP at blessedisshe.net/the-blog/blessed-brunchtumwater-washington. Because, really, let’s hang out!
Once you fill out the RSVP, you'll receive an email from the
hostess with the brunch address! Contact Eryn Goldstein
at goldstein.eryn@gmail.com for more information.

Beginning November 11, all children K–3rd grade are
welcome to join us for Children's Liturgy of the Word
(CLOW) during the 9:30am downtown Mass. Children
will be dismissed with their prayer leaders following the
opening prayer and re-join the congregation during the
Presentation of the Gifts. This is an opportunity for children to have full and active Mass participation at their
level.
We also need your help! You do not need to be a theologian or a teacher to share the Word with children. If you
would be willing to be a part of this ministry with our children, please contact Hannah Hach, Steward for Children's
Ministry at (360) 292-7114 or hhach@saintmichaelparish.
org. Being a Prayer Leader for CLOW is a once-a-month
commitment during the 9:30am Mass.
And, we're looking for persons 21 or older to work in
our childcare room. This is a paid position. If you're a
parent, you can bring you own children to your shift!
This is a great opportunity to earn some money while
your children interact with other faith-filled kids. No prior
experience is required–all training will be provided. All
you need is a love for children. If interested, or know of
anyone who is interested, please contact Hannah at the
number/email above.

PRIME TIMERS EVENTS
Holiday Potluck
All seniors are invited to join the annual Prime Timers holiday
potluck on Tuesday, November 13 at 1pm in the Gathering
Space. The parish will provide turkey and ham for everyone.
We ask guests to bring a favorite holiday side dish, salad, or
desert to share. We will enjoy a great performance from the
Saint Michael Parish School choir. In lieu of a gift exchange,
please donate socks or boxers for the men’s shelter.

Brunch
Seniors, join us for Sunday Brunch on November 18 at 11am at
the Hawks Prairie Restaurant 8306 Quinault Dr. NE, Olympia,
WA 98516. This is a great way to eat and have fellowship with
other seniors. Please contact Lea Leingang at 360-754-8262.

Prime Timers—Come and See
Have you ever wondered who plans Prime Timers events
and pilgrimages? Maybe you have some ideas for activities
that would be perfect for the group. All seniors are invited to
come, see, and learn about this group. The next Prime Timers
committee meeting is on Monday, November 26, 10-11 am in
the Gathering Space.
For additional information about Prime Timers, contact
Elizabeth Lyons at (360) 292-7119 or elyons@saintmichaelparish.org.
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AROUND THE

SOUND
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS ANNUAL VETERANS APPRECIATION BANQUET
Saturday, November 10 at Sacred Heart Church, Hallen Hall, 812 Bowker St., Lacey |
Social at 6pm, Dinner at 7pm
Traditional roast turkey buffet with all the trimmings, catered by Pellegrino’s Catering.
Recommended attire: black tie, military uniform, or business casual. Entertainment
by the KofC scola. Guest Speaker: Col. (Ret.) Peter V. Kilburn, US Army Surgeon,
1984-2014
FREE to all veterans and active duty military personnel. Tickets $25 for non-veterans.
Reservations are required!
For tickets and reservations, contact:
Korey Wessel (540) 319-3366 or keydet11@gmail.com
Sam Pellegrino (360) 259-7441 or sam@pellegrinoscatering.com
Mike Colosi (360) 870-5597 or W00dbutcher63@yahoo.com
Chris Beck (360) 791-8540 or cbeckinsurance@aol.com

ST. MARTIN’S ABBEY
OBLATE BAZAAR
November 16, 1–4:30pm; November
17,9am–3pm; November 18, 12–2pm
Proceeds go to fund Oblate Charities
and Overseas Education in Catholic
schools. You can buy rosaries and
decade bracelets made by Brother
Edmund at St Martin’s Abbey.
For questions, contact Br. Edmund
Ebbers at (360) 438-4457 or br_
edmund@stmartin.edu.

PRIORY PROGRAMS

RACHEL’S CORNER

Upcoming at the Priory Spirituality
Center in Lacy:

God is our refuge and our strength, an ever
present help in distress. Thus we do not
fear, though earth be shaken and mountains
quake to the depths of the sea, though its
waters rage and foam and mountains totter
at its surging. God is our refuge and our
strength.” - Psalm 46:2-4

Sketching Grace
Saturday, Nov. 10, 9am–3pm, $55
Facilitator: Roy DeLeon
Register by prior Friday
Advent Retreat: Waiting with Mary
November 30-December 2
Friday 7:30pm–Sunday 11:00am
Facilitator: Therese Gonneville, OSB
Register by November 16
$175 (with Spiritual Direction $215)
Information and registration at
www.stplacid.org

THE SECULAR FRANCISCAN ORDER
A branch of the worldwide Franciscan Family, the OFS is a secular movement,
established by St. Francis of Assisi almost 800 years ago. We are single and married. We work, worship and play in the community where we live. Our purpose is
to bring the gospel to life where we live and work. We look for practical ways to
embrace the gospel in our lives and try to help others to do likewise. Interested in
exploring the Secular Franciscan Order? A "come and see" meeting will be held
at Saint Michael Parish on Sunday, November 11 at 1pm. Contact Deacon Terry
Barber for more information at (360) 491-0890, ext 113 or email terry@3hearts.org).

Have you felt like the world as you
knew it fell apart the day you had
an abortion? Do you wish you could
find a mental and spiritual refuge in
a safe place where you are understood? God is inviting you to a
Rachel’s Vineyard™ Retreat where
you can find those things in His merciful embrace. Give Him a chance to
show you what it is like to rest.
November 9-11—register now!
Call for a compassionate, confidential conversation.
English: (206) 920-6413
Español: (206)-450-7814
www.ccsww.org/projectrachel
Project Rachel is a program of
Catholic Community Services.
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RENOVATION THEOLOGY

WITH FR. LOU CUNNINGHAM

The Altar
“And between the throne and the four living creatures and
among the elders, I saw a Lamb standing, as though it had
been slain . . . and when he had taken the scroll, the four
living creatures and the twenty four elders fell down before
the Lamb, each holding a harp, and with golden bowls full of
incense, which are the prayers of the saints; and they sang a
new song saying . . .” – Revelation 5:6-9a
Altars have been places of dedication all throughout the Old
Testament and throughout the world in pagan religion. On
altars, something precious is given over totally to an other. In
the Old Testament, we see altars constructed any time God
and humanity have a place of meeting, where God establishes
relationship with humanity and humans desire to reciprocate
that through a gift of something special to them. Often, these
places of encounter are on mountains, at places that surge
above the plains and valleys of daily existence. An altar is more
than simply a table. It is a place where humanity offers back
something vitally important to the One who has first revealed
Himself to us.
On the mountain of Calvary Jesus Christ, the God-Man, gives
Himself fully as the perfect priest and perfect “offerer.” The
Mount of Calvary–a small discarded limestone hill outside
of the old walls of Jerusalem–is the new place where God
desires to maintain perpetual contact with humanity through
manifesting His Perfect Love for humanity. The veil of the old
Mountain–the Temple in Jerusalem–is torn in two (Matthew

27:51), and a new dwelling place of God comes forth. But
God wanted that contact to not only exist in a far-away place.
Every Catholic altar is a new place of encounter and sacrifice.
As Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger stated: “Sacrifice is humanity
becoming love with Christ.”
In the Latin Rite (what we use for worship) altars are very often
rectangular and/or are built of some sort of stone, such as
marble. This is because the Body of Jesus lies upon it during
the Eucharist. Historically, these altars are about the size of the
tomb where Jesus lay after His death and ultimately from where
He resurrected. The early Christians celebrated the Mass on
top of the tombs of martyrs–those people who historically
became “living altars.” Artistically, this is beautifully expressed
in Michaelangelo’s Pieta, where Jesus is nearly precariously
falling off Mary’s lap, right onto the altar below it! Catholic altars
are a new Calvary, where God takes our ordinary humanity and
ordinary existence and, through uniting it to the sacrifice of
Jesus Christ, returns to us the Divine Life of the Eucharist.
The altar is an immense symbol of Christ Himself, the rock and
cornerstone of faith. All permanent altars are marked with five
crosses signifying Jesus’ wounds. It is anointed with chrism,
signifying and making present Christ’s anointing by the Holy
Spirit. Upon it, Jesus perpetually and perfectly offers Himself
to His Father, giving us the opportunity to participate in His
Passion, Death, Resurrection and Ascension into Heaven, daily
in the Eucharist!

PART FOUR

RITE OF DEDICATION OF A CHURCH
Lighting of the church and first celebration of the Eucharist on the new altar

Come celebrate the

dedication of the
newly renovated
SAINT MICHAEL CATHOLIC CHURCH
MONDAY
NOVEMBER 5, 2018
6PM
CELEBRANT:
Most Reverend
J. Peter Sartain
Archbishop of Seattle

After the altar has been dedicated, anointed, incensed, vested and adorned with
flowers and candlesticks, the festive lighting of the altar and church occurs.
The lighting of the altar and the lighting of the church remind us that Christ is
“a light to enlighten the nations.” His brightness shines out in the church and
through it in the whole human family.
The Archbishop gives a deacon a lighted candle, saying, “Light of Christ, shine
forth in the Church and bring all nations to the fullness of truth.”
The altar candles are lit and then the deacons light the candles at the four
dedication crosses on the walls of the church. Mass then continues with the
preparation of the altar and gifts for the celebration of the Eucharist.
After the altar has been prepared, the Archbishop celebrates the Eucharist,
the principal and the most ancient part of the whole rite. For the celebration of
the Eucharistic sacrifice is the purpose for which the church was built and the
altar was erected.
Furthermore, the Eucharist, which sanctifies the hearts of those who receive
it, in a sense consecrates the altar and the place of celebration, as the ancient
Fathers of the Church often assert: “This altar should be an object of awe: by
nature it is stone, but it is made holy when it receives the body of Christ.”
In the preface, the Archbishop prays, “It is truly right and just, our duty and our
salvation, always and everywhere to give you thanks, Lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God, through Christ our Lord. For in this visible house that
you have let us build and where you never cease to show favor to the family
on pilgrimage to you in this place, you wonderfully manifest and accomplish
the mystery of your communion with us. Here you build up for yourself the
temple that we are and cause your Church, spread through the world, to grow
ever more and more as the Lord’s own Body, till she reaches her fullness in
the vision of peace, the heavenly city of Jerusalem. And so, with the countless
ranks of the blessed, in the temple of your glory we praise you, we bless you
and proclaim your greatness, as we acclaim…”

