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SAINT MICHAEL PARISH

STEWARDSHIPof treasure
Pastoral Year 2018-2019
Donations Received as of December 9, 2018

1208 11th Ave. SE, Olympia 98501
(360) 754-4667
www.saintmichaelparish.org

Sunday Stewardship

$39,333

OFFICE HOURS
Monday – Thursday: 9am – 5pm | Friday 9am – 1pm
Sunday 8:30am – 4:45pm

Online Stewardship Giving

$ 1 8 ,7 1 4

Sunday Loose Donations

$2,149

Holy Days

$3,334

CALVARY CEMETERY ext. 138
3850 Cleveland Ave., Tumwater 98501
ST. MICHAEL SCHOOL (360) 754-5131
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY
Wed & Fri 1–3pm
(360) 352-7554
CLOTHING BANK
Tues & Sat 9–Noon
(Donation station open 7am–5pm daily)
PREGNANCY AID
(360) 956-7413
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 2–4pm, Wed 9am-Noon
ST. MIKE’S TIKES

(360) 586-1585

Youth (Little House)

$112

Total Offertory Collection Received
Year to Date Received
Donations Needed

$63,642
$1,39 0,9 9 4
$765,983

Amount Behind Goal

GET OUR APP!

- $156,448

Text

SMPGIVE APP
to

NORMAL MASS TIMES:
(Weekday Mass times often change – Check schedule on page 2)

Downtown:
1055 Boundary St. SE

77977
to get a direct link.

Monday–Thursday: 12Noon, Friday & Saturday: 9am
Saturday: 5pm
Sunday: 7:30am, 9:30am, 11:30am & 5pm
Westside Chapel:
1835 Overhulse Rd. NW
1st & 3rd Thursday: 6:30am
Sunday: 8:30am & 10:30am
2nd Sunday: 1:30pm (Vietnamese)

Text smpgive to 77977

RECONCILIATION TIMES (Downtown):
Thursday: 11am | Saturday: 9:45am & 3pm
PASTOR:
Fr. Jim Lee
PAROCHIAL VICAR:
Fr. Lou Cunningham
DEACONS:
Rob Rensel
John Bergford
MISSION
Our mission is to place God first in all things, to proclaim
the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and to grow in holiness
through prayer, sacraments, and service.
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GET IT AT: saintmichaelparish.formed.org
Made possible by your generous stewardship.
www.saintmichaelparish.org
www.facebook.com/saintmichaelparish

MASSschedule & intentions
12.17 MONDAY
12Noon

Mass Cancelled

12.18 TUESDAY
12Noon

Andrew Buthorn

U

Downtown

U

Downtown

12.19 WEDNESDAY
12Noon

Barbara Grout

12.20 THURSDAY (11am Reconciliation)
6:30am

Monica Boros

Westside

12Noon

Jane & Russel Hendrick
(68th Anniversary)

Downtown

12.21 FRIDAY
9am

Steve Pool

U

Downtown

10:30am

Mass at Olympics West

6pm

Communal Penance Service

Downtown

12.22 SATURDAY (9:45am & 3pm Reconciliation)
9am

Paul & Dee McCaffrey
(60th Anniversary)

Downtown

5pm

Laszlo & Maria Boros

Downtown

12.23 SUNDAY
7:30am

Delfin Abrejera

8:30am

Fr. Justin

9:30am

Andy & Jean Lechner

U

Downtown

10:30am

Andrew Buthorn

U

Westside

11:30am

Gregory Lee Meliota

U

Downtown

5pm

People of Saint Michael Parish Downtown

U

Downtown
Westside

Several priests will be available for the Sacrament of
Reconciliation on Friday, December 21 at 6pm in the
downtown church. If you haven't been to Confession
this Advent, this is the perfect opportunity!

PRAYERlist
Maia Bellon
Joy
Melisa Goin
Evelyn Wood
Alexandra
Chi & Lan Nguyen
George Michael
Lloyd Patrick family
June Francis
Ben Farsaci family
Teresa LaBouff & grandchildren
Linda
Marge Pool
Marlene Inverso
Linda Zender
Magda Lovejoy
Phyllis Piercey
Pati Leininger
Charlie Miller
Brielle Glenys Brennan
Shanin Eileen Brennan
Allison O'Hagan Brennan
Tara Allison Brennan
Richard deCastongrene
Richard Monohon
Deborah Spring
Dee and Larry Herbig
Chi and Lan Nguyen
Jolane Zander
Lisa Zander
AJ Paul
Matthew Paul
Trudy H
Patrick Bryant
Dan Hupford
Theresa Ragan
Evan Bell
Jacob George
Katheryn Armstrong
Gerald Nault
Lance Burns
Salam Russell
Bob Kelly
Terri McCarthy

Bob Fenton
Paul Burns
Lee Duboi
Ann B. Lupton
Erich Setele
Noel Ljubicic
Snježana Mardesic
Roman Luckey
Lorenzo Jones
Ryan Kuhnau
Anne Barroll
Jan Putnam
John David Minor
Dennis Robinson
Hilary Borngesser
Beverley Cadoo
Michelle Westling
Glenys Annette Brennan
Natalie Iglesias
Angela Michele Beavers
Jeffrey
Joey Lynn Benck
Donald Villarrubia
Noel Ljubičić
Jack Beauchamp & Family
Jamie & Thomas
Julie Malloy
Jeanette Nielsen
Angela Kopp
Megan Kathleen Brennan
Debbie
Chi & Lan Nguyen
Janet Norbert
Michael Heelan
Mike Dahl
Marguerite Gibbs
Jess Michael
Lisa San Miguel
Chelsea Lopez
Sotero Soto
Bettie Linnenbrink
Mary Anderson
Shiny Norbert
Ashwin Mathew

To submit prayer requests, call the parish office at (360) 7544667 or submit your request via our website under the Contact
menu.
If you or someone you know is homebound and wishes to
receive Holy Communion, please call:
Benedetta Reece at (360) 292-7143 or Dcn. Terry
Barber at Sacred Heart Parish at (360) 491-0890.
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PASTOR'Snotebook

“S

t udies show that people return
to churches because they are
welcomed and invited, not because
the Church got everything else right.”

Father Jim Lee
Pastor

On this Gaudete Sunday, I invite you to
participate in the Catholic Community
Services and Catholic Housing Services
Centennial Appeal for the Poor.
Rooted in Catholic Social Teaching
and the Gospel imperative, Catholic
Community Services and Catholic
Housing Services are outreaches of the
Catholic Church in Western Washington,
under the leadership of the Archbishop
of Seattle and the Boards of Trustees.
CCS and CHS answer the Gospel call
to loving and compassionate service
with particular concern for the sanctity
of human life from conception to natural death and the dignity of the human
person. Their employees and volunteers come from many faith traditions to
serve and support poor and vulnerable
people through the provision of quality,
integrated services and housing. Their
focus is on those individuals, children,
families, and communities struggling
with poverty and the effects of intolerance and racism. They actively join with
others to work for justice.
Some of the ways that CCS and CHS
serve our community is through the
Community Kitchen and Drexel House.
Additionally, they provide permanent
housing for income-eligible seniors in
Tumwater and for farm workers and
their families in Centralia. They provide Catholic adoption services as well
as participate in the family behavioral
health system. For the last 25 years they
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have assisted in St. Mike’s Tikes Early
Learning Center.

Christmas is our chance to welcome
the stranger and the one who does not
often
come; to be a good innkeeper.
As the agency celebrates its 100th
The
smile,
the welcome, the moving
anniversary, they not only look back
into
the
center
of the pew might just be
on the incredible work that they’ve
what
makes
an
infrequent Mass goer
accomplished, but they also envision
into
a
regular
member
of the parish. But
the next century of care for the hungry,
hospitality
does
not
just
happen. If we
homeless, the marginalized and those
want
to
welcome
the
stranger,
we need
most in need. To find out more and to
to
imagine
what
it
is
like
to
be
a
stranger,
donate, go to their website: www.ccsww.
and
I
think
we
all
know
what
that’s
like.
org. Thank you.
A smile, a warm hello and an exchange
SMP: a People of Welcome
of names can become an invitation for
I recently read an article entitled, “How someone to encounter the Church in a
parishes can turn ‘Christmas Catholics’ new way. Ask about their family. Share
into regular Mass goers.” Of course, this a little bit about yours. Tell them which
immediately caught my attention, as I Mass you attend and why and, if it
am always looking for ways to invite seems right, ask them which Mass they
people back and to encourage people attend.
to practice in their faith. The article Our Christmas worship aid and special
began this way: “No one wants to be SMP News (bulletin) will also assist them
the innkeeper in a Christmas pageant. to enter into worship easily. If they seem
You know the one, the door-slamming lost, offer some friendly help.
landlord who turned away Joseph and This Sunday and next, let us keep an
Mary before they became the Holy eye out for strangers looking for a seat
Family. Any role is better than that one!” or the restroom, or someone to share
Yet, this is sometimes what happens. a cup of coffee with. Be the family who
Those folks who have been away or makes room for strangers. Let’s invite
have never ventured into a Catholic our family members who’ve been away,
church get turned away by our lack of or co-worker or neighbor who have no
hospitality and our seeking to accom- church home. Be the good innkeeper,
modate ourselves before them. “Studies the one who chose the stranger, the
show that people return to churches one who did what one could to bring
because they are welcomed and invited, the Savior of our world into their world.
not because the Church got everything In Christ and through the intercession
else right.”
of Bl. Pier Giorgio Frassati, I love you.

CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES
DECEMBER 24: DOWNTOWN 		 WESTSIDE
			5pm			 5pm

			8pm (i)			7:30pm (i)
			Midnight (i)		 11pm (Vietnamese)
DECEMBER 25: 9:30am
			11:30am (i)

(i) – incense used

Both 5pm Masses are heavily
attended with chairs set up in
both Gathering Spaces. If you
choose this Mass time, plan to
carpool and come early to find
parking.

AUDREY
ASSAD
March 22, 2019 • 7:30 PM Show
Saint Michael Parish
1055 Boundary St. SE

Ticket Info and Pricing:
Dec.19 – Feb. 1 $20
Feb. 1– Mar. 22 $35
saintmichaelparish.org/assad
(360)754-4667

Saint Michael Parish
Catherine Rivera Design

Experience Audrey Assad's music up close as she tells her story and plays tunes from her latest album, Evergreen, in the
intimate setting of Saint Michael Parish's newly renovated downtown church.
Now through December 18, parishoners can get free tickets on Eventbrite using the promo code SMPGIFT. A limited
number of free tickets are available.
Simply visit: http://saintmichaelparish.org/assad/
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SMPhighlights
DECEMBER 2018

Miss a homily?

W

e post all of Fr. Jim's
homilies on the web
site. You can get them
via our app as well!

24

16

sunday

Join Life Teen and EDGE for
XLT at 6:30pm, an evening of
praise, worship, adoration,
and a message. Everyone is
welcome!

19

Wednesday

Holy Hour for Priests
5:30–6:30pm in the St. Joseph
Chapel. If you are unable to
come, please join us in praying
the rosary from your residence
between 5:30 and 6:30pm.

Monday

Christmas Eve!
Check out the complete Christmas Mass schedule on pg. 4

BE TRANSFORMED
Coming
January 13, 2019

acasad@saintmichaelparish.org

5

ADULT F.A.I.T.H. SESSIONS
Bored or lost during Mass? This year, the adult faith formation sessions offered on FAITH Sundays are open to
any adults who would like to learn more about the richness of the Mass. The topics of focus will be listed in the
bulletin each week.

The Vatican's
2018 nativit y
scene – made
of sand!

Adult FAITH Session Topics
11:30am–1pm in the Parish Center Multipurpose Room
(FAITH Adult Sessions meet twice a month until May)
January 6: Introductory Rites (Greeting/Penitential Rite)
Presenter: Elizabeth Lyons, Steward for Sacramental
Preparation

DID YOU KNOW?
Pope Francis on the Christmas tree:
“The nativity and the tree, fascinating symbols of Christmas,
can bring families and meeting places a reflection of the
light and tenderness of God to help everyone to live the
feast of the birth of Jesus.”
In one of the earliest stories relating to the Christmas tree,
the eighth-century Catholic missionary, Saint Boniface, is
said to have cut down an oak tree sacred to the pagan
god Thor. An evergreen, a fir tree, grew in its place, which
Boniface said symbolized the everlasting nature of Jesus
Christ.
Want to know more? www.thetablet.co.uk/news/8268/
are-the-origins-of-the-christmas-tree-catholic-

January 13: The Introductory Rites (Kyrie/Glory to God/
the Collect)
Presenter: Ann Ashe, Steward for Faith Formation
February 10: Liturgy of the Word (Readings/Homily)
Presenter: Mary Trotter, Steward for Catechesis of the
Good Shepherd
February 17: Liturgy of the Word (Creed; Prayers of the
Faithful)
Presenter: Emily Suda, Pope John Paul II Theology Teacher
Contact: Ann Ashe at aashe@saintmichaelparish.org

LIFE NIGHTS
December 16: XLT: Prepare room in our hearts for the
coming of Christ! Join us for praise, worship, and adoration of Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament.
December 23–30: No Life Night. Have a blessed
Christmas and happy New Year!
January 6: Social Night. Join us for a fun night as we
celebrate the birth of our Savior and the Epiphany!

Contact: Abre Peters at apeters@saintmichaelparish.org

XLT
PARISH WIDE EVENT
PRAISE & WORSHIP | ADORATION | MESSAGE

HEY, MIDDLE SCHOOLERS!
Make plans to join us for EDGE every Sunday after the
5pm Life Teen Mass, from 6:30–8pm.
Don't forget to sign up for the Middle School Ministry
newsletter! Just send an email to Anna Swanson at
aswanson@saintmichaelparish.org.

SUNDAY, DEC. 16TH | 6:30 PM
DOWNTOWN CHURCH
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UNDERWEAR

LOOKING FOR A MEANINGFUL GIFT?

The most under-donated, most needed item of clothing

Let your shopping help others

It is a simple, daily necessity that many of us take for granted.
Many children go without underwear because their parents
have to choose between clothing items–they can't afford
everything a child needs. Underwear is the second most
requested item, behind food, by impoverished families, but
the least donated.

Here are some suggestions to celebrate birthdays, holidays,
weddings, anniversaries – any special day:

Please consider donating underwear to St. Vincent De Paul,
or the Family Support Center of South Sound. Please note
that if people want to bring packs of new underwear (and
socks!) to the Family Support Center, they can bring them
before December 29 to 201 Capitol Way N. They will then be
packing for a move to a new building. They are not currently
accepting clothes because of the move.

• Rosaries and decade bracelets made by one of the
monks at St. Martin’s Abbey. Call Br Edmund Ebbers at
(360) 438-4457 for more information.
• Local honey, homemade items from Africa and felt dolls
made at St. Placid Priory in Lacey. Call (360) 438-1771.
• Livestock and other items for families in need around
the world. Visit Heifer International at www.heifer.org or
call 1-855-8HUNGER.
Need more ideas? Contact Bene Reece at (360) 292-7143
or breece@saintmichaelparish.org.

SHOULDER TO SHOULDER
How many times have we heard Fr. Jim marvel at the gener- The application is then screened by a committee of parishioosity of Saint Michael parishioners? We are blessed to be a ners who, in turn, make a funding recommendation to Fr. Jim.
family of families who truly care about one another.
If approved, the parish issues a check directly to the service
That spirit of generosity is clearly demonstrated in the provider–the doctor, landlord or roof repair company, etc.–
Shoulder to Shoulder ministry. Created by Fr. Jim with a rebate not the applicant.
from the Annual Catholic Appeal, the ministry works through
a special fund set up to help parishioners who were struggling
financially. Parishioners have continued to donate to the fund,
allowing the Shoulder ministry to continue.

Applications are available on the parish website or on the
Good News stand. Parishioners who submit an application are
reassured by the fact that their information will be anonymous
and held in strict confidence.

Here’s how it works: Parishioners who find themselves in a Are you facing a financial emergency with nowhere else to
financial crisis–whether it’s an unexpected medical bill, an turn? If so, consider filing a Shoulder to Shoulder application.
inability to pay next month’s rent, or a leaky roof–simply com- Through their generosity, your church family is here for you.
plete a confidential application.

Sundays, January 13–April 7, 6–8:30pm
in the Multipurpose Room

Wednesdays, January 9–February 13, 6–8:30pm
in the Gathering Space

Alpha explores the basics of the Christian faith. Each session The Marriage Course focuses on practical struggles that most
starts with dinner, then looks at a different question about faith couples have. Whether you’ve been together 6 months or 60
and is designed to create conversation. It’s just an open, infor- years, you’ll find valuable information to help your marriage
mal and honest space to explore life’s big questions together. to flourish. Each week includes a private dinner, a presentaWho will you invite and accompany as we explore life, faith tion, and time for private discussion. Childcare provided for
and meaning on Alpha? Childcare and dinner provided.
children ages 1+ with RSVP by January 4.
See saintmichaelparish.org/alpha for more information and
to register. Contact Andrew Casad at acasad@saintmichaelparish.org or (360) 292-7127.
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Register online at saintmichaelparish.org/the-marriage-course
or contact Elizabeth Lyons at elyons@saintmichaelparish.org
or (360) 292-7119.

THANK YOU, FACILITATORS!

JOIN US TUESDAY, DECEMBER 25

The Advent Small Groups session is coming to an end and we
thank all of our dedicated Small Group facilitators! You are a
blessing to your group and the entire parish. We encourage
you all to continue meeting between Advent and Lent and
have materials we can lend to use with your group, including
the Alpha film series and a variety of DVD sets with study
guides from Bishop Barron, Catholic Encounter, and the
Augustine Institute. They will be available at the Chili Feed.

We are gathering downstairs in the Multipurpose Room from
1–3pm. Bring your favorite dish (or leftover!), family and friends!
Please consider bringing a side or main dish: we always tend
to have too many desserts!

Save the date: The Small Groups Chili Feed is on Saturday,
January 5 after the 5pm Mass.

COOKIES AND SOCKS DRIVE

If you were not one of the 350+ parishioners who participated
in the Advent Small Groups but are interested in learning
about or joining Small Groups, visit www.saintmichaelparish.
org/learn/small groups.
Contact: Michaela Moreau at (360) 292-7104 or
smp.smallgroups@gmail.com.

Thank you to everyone who has given so abundantly
to those in need!
Here are some suggestions and projects to continue
taking just one extra step to share God’s mercy
throughout the year, reaching out to individuals,
families, those who are sick and the homebound:
• Write a note to someone you have not heard
from in a long time
• Bring a card or cookies
to neighbors you do not see
frequently
• Make a phone call/send a note to
someone you may not always get along
with.
• Make cards and bring them to the parish
office so they can be sent to those in need
• Collect coupons for St. Vincent De Paul
• Simplify your life—use fewer resources, remember to
reuse/recycle
• Donate items you do not need to St. Vincent De Paul
Clothing Bank and Pregnancy Aid

Please contact Bene Reece at breece@saintmichaelparish.
org or (360) 292-7143 and indicate how many are coming so
we know how many tables to set!

Wanted: Cookies and white socks to be shared with those
incarcerated this Christmas season throughout the greater
western WA area. Each year Saint Michael parishioners contribute cookies and socks to the Chaplain at the Thurston
County Jail, who provides bags of Christmas cheer for men
and women at five WA state jails. Please contribute if you can.
Drop off cookies and socks to the parish office on or before
December 19 (before 5pm).

• Donate new white t-shirts, socks, underwear, and
new or gently used (plastic only) reading
glasses of all strengths for the Detention
Ministry. Bring them to the parish
office for distribution.
• Prepare a meal for those unable
to do so because of injuries or other
causes (if you cannot deliver it,
someone can pick it up).
•
Treat the person in line behind
you or the homeless outside the door
and buy their coffee.
• Keep granola bars and water in your car
to give to homeless by the traffic light: they
will bless you.
The beauty of helping others is that it fills our
hearts, too and creates bonds with others, whatever their
background, beliefs, origins and lifestyles. For a complete
list of how to serve others in our community please visit
us at www.saintmichaelparish.org/serve or contact Bene
Reece at (360) 292-7143 or breece@saintmichaelparish.org.
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RENOVATION THEOLOGY by Fr. Lou Cunningham
Clothing

in the ancient world, getting anything to be white was not
as easy as bleaching it and setting it out to dry! At His
Transfiguration, we hear that Jesus' clothes “became glistening, intensely white, as no fuller on earth could bleach
them” (Mark 9:3). In Revelation we hear of the elect (the
baptized!) being clothed in white garments, made white by
the Blood of the Lamb (see Rev. 7:14). At our own Baptism,
we receive a white garment. It is a helpful symbol for us to
remember what has happened to us: we are incorporated
into the Body of Christ and take on a participation in His
own wonderful splendor, now being called children of God!
As the altar represents Christ, so too He is clothed with that
same dignity as He has in Heaven, sitting at the right hand
of God the Father in His Resurrected Body. Every single
Mass is a celebration of the Lord’s “paschal mystery,” His
Sacrifice started at the Last Supper, made real and efficacious on the Cross, and consummated in His Resurrection.

“Here the ferocious hold of the devil is broken, the stubborn
beast is afraid as he releases those held captive he flees These three actions consist of how Christ, the firstborn
into the depths of the abyss.” Verse 6 Evening Prayer Hymn from the dead, raises us up from the alienation caused
for the Dedication of a Church “Christe cunctorum domina- by sin and allows us to participate in His own life. Jesus’
body was wrapped in these linens. Even these white
tor alme,” 11th century
cloths have meaning! Now that the Altar is consecrated
Jesus Christ is risen from the dead! In traditional iconog- and represents Christ, the only time we see it without its
raphy of the Resurrection, we see Jesus clothed in white garments is after the Holy Thursday Mass which commemcoming up from the place of alienation from God grasp- orates the Lord’s Supper. Christ’s glory is now hidden. He
ing the hands of Adam and Eve and raising them up with enters into the depths of pouring Himself out and leaves no
Him. In much Western sacred art and imagery, the same trace of His glory behind. Here, and at that time, we await
is true. Sometimes we see Jesus in red as well, which has His Resurrection, when, clothed again in the Glory of His
long been understood and used as an affirmation of Christ Resurrection, He raises us up to be with Him as He does
taking on fully our human nature, body and soul. Especially at every Mass.

SPRING BREAK
MISSION TRIP

PRIORY PROGRAMS
At St. Placid Priory, Lacey
Lectio with Threads of Meaning

Join Deacon John Bergford and others
from Saint Michael Parish for a one- Saturday, January 5, 9am–3pm
week mission trip to the Holy Spirit Presenter: Sister Monika Ellis
Center in Juarez, Mexico, March 30 to Register by Prior Friday: $55
April 6.
The mission trip is open to adults, teens,
and families with a heart for service.
Contact Deacon John at (360) 280-4281
or Brandon Jones at (360) 292-7108 for
more information. Registrations are
open through early February.

Holy Leisure

Saturday, January 12, 9am–3pm
Postulant: Camille Wooden
Register by Prior Friday: $55

The Hospitality of Adoption

Saturday, January 19, 9am–3pm
Presenter: Joann Terranova
Register by Prior Friday: $55

Dark Night of the Soul:
A Contemplative Journey

Saturday, January 26, 9am–3pm
Presenter: Jodi Kilcup
Register by prior Friday: $65
More information and registration for
all programs at www.stplacid.org

RACHEL’S CORNER
“He found them in a wilderness, a wasteland of howling desert. He shielded
them, cared for them, guarded them
as the apple of his eye.” - Deuteronomy
32:10
Would you like to be found in your
desert where you have felt so alone
since your abortion decision? He yearns
to shield you, care for you and remind
you of His mercy. Join us on the next
Rachel’s Vineyard™ Retreat and let Him
walk you out of the desert.
Now registering for upcoming healing
retreats: March 8-10 or April 5-7
Call for a compassionate, confidential
conversation.
English: (206) 920-6413
Español: (206)-450-7814
www.ccsww.org/projectrachel
Project Rachel is a program of Catholic
Community Services.
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