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NORMAL MASS TIMES: 
(Weekday Mass times often change – Check schedule on page 2)

Downtown:  
1055 Boundary St. SE
Monday–Thursday: 12Noon, Friday & Saturday: 9am
Saturday: 5pm
Sunday: 7:30am, 9:30am, 11:30am & 5pm
Westside Chapel:  
1835 Overhulse Rd. NW
1st & 3rd Thursday: 6:30am 
Sunday: 8:30am & 10:30am 
2nd Sunday: 1:30pm (Vietnamese)

RECONCILIATION TIMES (Downtown): 
Thursday: 11am | Saturday: 9:45am & 3pm
PASTOR: 
Fr. Jim Lee
PAROCHIAL VICAR: 
Fr. Lou Cunningham
DEACONS: 
Rob Rensel 
John Bergford

MISSION
Our mission is to place God first in all things, to proclaim 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and to grow in holiness 
through prayer, sacraments, and service.

1208 11th Ave. SE, Olympia 98501 
(360) 754-4667 
www.saintmichaelparish.org
OFFICE HOURS 
Monday – Thursday: 9am – 5pm | Friday 9am – 1pm 
Sunday 8:30am – 4:45pm
CALVARY CEMETERY ext. 138 
3850 Cleveland Ave., Tumwater 98501
ST. MICHAEL SCHOOL (360) 754-5131 
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY 
Wed & Fri  1–3pm (360) 352-7554
CLOTHING BANK  
Tues & Sat 9–Noon  
(Donation station open 7am–5pm daily)
PREGNANCY AID   (360) 956-7413  
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri  2–4pm, Wed 9am-Noon
ST. MIKE’S TIKES  (360) 586-1585

SAINT MICHAEL PARISH

GET IT AT: saintmichaelparish.formed.org
Made possible by your generous stewardship.

STEWARDSHIPof treasure

Pastoral Year 2018-2019
Donations Received as of December 16, 2018

Sunday Stewardship $49,770

Online Stewardship Giving $27,555

Sunday Loose Donations $1,763

Holy Days $5

Youth (Little House) $ 1 1 2

Total Offertory Collection Received $79,205

Year to Date Received $1,491 ,345

Donations Needed $ 7 6 5 , 9 8 3

Amount Behind Goal -  $ 1 5 6 , 4 4 8

Text 

SMPGIVE APP 
to 

77977 
to get a direct link.

Text smpgive to 77977

GET OUR APP!

www.facebook.com/saintmichaelparish

www.saintmichaelparish.org



12.24 MONDAY (Christmas Eve)

9am Pierre Fils U Downtown

5pm Larry LaFond & Stacia 
Adderley U Downtown

5pm Iris Rodriduez U Westside

7:30pm Jim O’Sullivan U Westside

8pm Alice & Felice De Simone U Downtown

11pm Jim & Sharon Work Westside

12.25 TUESDAY (Christmas Day)

12am Linda Hancock Downtown

9:30am Jose Capestany U Downtown

11:30am People of Saint Michael Parish Downtown

12.26 WEDNESDAY

9am Marcus & Madeline Ritter U Downtown

12.27 THURSDAY (11am Reconciliation)

12Noon Bill & Gloria Hiblar Downtown

12.28 FRIDAY 

9am Funeral: Robert Sechrist U Downtown

12.29 SATURDAY (9:45am & 3pm Reconciliation)

9am Leo & Ethel Haigh U Downtown

5pm Joseph Luu Downtown

12.30 SUNDAY

7:30am Richard Hancock U Downtown

8:30am Joyce Griffin U Westside

9:30am James Werle U Downtown

10:30am Susan Wray U Westside

11:30am Lucia Phan Downtown

5pm People of Saint Michael Parish Downtown

12.31 MONDAY

12Noon Jonathan Perez Downtown

5:30pm Vigil Mass - Solemnity of Mary Downtown

1.1 TUESDAY (office closed) 
(Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother of God)

10am Solemnity of Mary Downtown

1.2 WEDNESDAY

12Noon Bob McIver U Downtown

1.3 THURSDAY (11am Reconciliation)

6:30am Pierre Fils U Westside

12Noon Jan Putnam Downtown

1.4 FRIDAY 

9am Dessel Family Downtown

1.5 SATURDAY (9:45am & 3pm Reconciliation)

9am Robert H. Goodwin U Downtown

5pm Joseph Luu Downtown

1.6 SUNDAY

7:30am Kyle Golson U Downtown

8:30am Bob McIver U Westside

9:30am John & Winifred Monahan U Downtown

10:30am James Werle U Westside

11:30am Helen Spain Downtown

5pm People of Saint Michael Parish Downtown

MASSschedule & intentions

The Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God 
(Jan. 1) is a holy day of obligation. See the Mass schedule 
above!
If you or someone you know is homebound and wishes to 
receive Holy Communion, please call: 
Benedetta Reece at (360) 292-7143 or Dcn. Terry  
Barber at Sacred Heart Parish at (360) 491-0890.



4th Sunday of Advent, Christmas 
and Holy Family

Now that’s a lot to pack into one week! 
Yet, that is exactly what we are celebrat-
ing in the Catholic Church. Fortunately 
for us, Advent has been preparing us for 
the sacred mysteries. Not only that, we 
will continue to celebrate for the next 
two weeks into the New Year with the 
feasts of the Epiphany and the Baptism 
of our Lord Jesus.
In the Gospel for the fourth Sunday 
of Advent, we hear the beautiful story 
of Mary visiting Elizabeth. A wonder-
ful exchange occurs between these 
two holy women. Elizabeth’s words, 

“Blessed are you who believed that what 
was spoken to you by the Lord would 
be fulfilled,” would give rise to one of 
the most beautiful hymns in sacred 
Scripture, Mary’s Magnificat.
The Gospel for our Christmas Eve 
Masses retells the story of the birth 
of Jesus through the eyes of St. Luke. 
Mary, the mother of Jesus, the Savior of 
the world, will hold all these things and 
ponder them in her heart.
Then on Holy Family Sunday, Joseph 
and Mary will invite us to enter into 
the great mystery of God’s revelation 
and plan for us revealed in the family. 
It is in the very beauty and difficulty of 
family life, that Jesus, God incarnate, 
wants to dwell. Yes, without hesitation 
Jesus enters into the messiness of our 
lives, calling us to follow him as faithful 

disciples so as to transform the world, at 
least the world that is close to us.
Therefore, I once again urge you to 
please invite family members who are 
no longer participating in the life of the 
Church, coworkers and neighbors who 
may have no Church home and, most 
especially, friends whom you would 
want to be part of your Church home 

–Saint Michael Parish. Invite them to 
celebrate during the Christmas season. 
If Christmas Masses may be too much, 
invite them on one of the other Sundays. 
Or, you may want to invite them to a meal, 
a video and conversation to explore the 
questions of life in our Alpha program 
beginning Sunday, January 13. There is 
more information in this bulletin.
I close with these beautiful poetic words 
from St. Theodore the Studite about 
Mary:

“Never has anyone been nearer to God 
than the blessed and most wonderful 
Virgin Mary. Who could be purer? Who 
more sinless? She was loved so ardently 
by God, the divine, infinitely pure light, 
that God made himself one in substance 
with her through the power of the Holy 
Spirit. Jesus was born of her as per-
fect man, while keeping entire his own 
unchangeable and unblended nature. 
How marvelous this is! In this immense 
love for us, God was not ashamed to 
take for his mother, her who was his 
handmaid. What condescension! In his 
infinite goodness, God did not hesitate 

to become a child of her whom he him-
self had made. God was truly in love 
with the most gracious of his creatures 
and God took her who was of greater 
worth than the heavenly powers.

“Rejoice, House of God, land on which 
God has stepped, you who have con-
tained in holy body him whose divinity 
overflows all bounds. From you, he who 
is simplicity itself, has taken our com-
plex nature. The eternal has entered into 
time and the infinite into limits. Rejoice, 
House of God, respondent with the light 
of divinity. Rejoice, Full of Grace, your 
deed and your name are more joy-giv-
ing than all joy. From you immortal joy, 
Christ has come into the world, the cure 
for the sadness of us all. Rejoice, para-
dise happier than the Garden of Eden, 
where all virtue has grown and where 
the tree of life has flourished.”

A very blessed, joyous and peace-filled 
Christmas season to you all.

PASTOR'Snotebook

Father Jim Lee
Pastor
Father Jim Lee
Pastor

"Y es, without hesitation Jesus 
enters into the messiness of 

our lives, calling us to follow him as 
faithful disciples so as to transform 
the world, at least the world that is 
close to us."

Office Closures:
December 24: Closes at 1pm
December 25: Closed
December 26 Closed
December 28: Closed
December 31: Closes at 1pm
January 1:  Closed



Melisa Goin
Evelyn Wood 
Alexandra 
George Michael 
Lloyd Patrick family 
June Francis 
Ben Farsaci family 
Teresa LaBouff & grandchildren 
Linda
Marge Pool 
Marlene Inverso  
Linda Zender 
Magda Lovejoy 
Phyllis Piercey 
Pati Leininger 
Charlie Miller 
Brielle Glenys Brennan
Shanin Eileen Brennan
Allison O'Hagan Brennan
Tara Allison Brennan 
Richard deCastongrene 
Richard Monohon 
Deborah Spring
Dee and Larry Herbig 

Chi and Lan Nguyen 
Jolane Zander
Lisa Zander
AJ Paul
Matthew Paul
Trudy H 
Patrick Bryant 
Dan Hupford 
Theresa Ragan 
Evan Bell 
Jacob George 
Katheryn Armstrong 
Gerald Nault 
Lance Burns 
Salam Russell 
Bob Kelly 
Terri McCarthy 
Bob Fenton 
Paul Burns 
Lee Duboi 
Ann B. Lupton 
Erich Setele
Noel Ljubicic   
Snježana Mardesic 

Roman Luckey 
Lorenzo Jones 
Ryan Kuhnau 
Anne Barroll
Jan Putnam
John David Minor
Dennis Robinson 
Hilary Borngesser 
Beverley Cadoo 
Michelle Westling 
Glenys Annette Brennan 
Natalie Iglesias 
Angela Michele Beavers 
Jeffrey 
Joey Lynn Benck 
Donald Villarrubia 
Noel Ljubičić
Jack Beauchamp & Family 
Jamie & Thomas
Julie Malloy 
Jeanette Nielsen
Angela Kopp
Megan Kathleen Brennan 
Debbie 

Chi & Lan Nguyen 
Janet Norbert 
Michael Heelan 
Mike Dahl 
Marguerite Gibbs 
Jess Michael
Lisa San Miguel
Chelsea Lopez
Sotero Soto 
Bettie Linnenbrink 
Mary Anderson 
Ashwin Mathew 
Hutchinson family 
Billie Wolf 
Andrea McKenzie  
Coburn T. Walton 
Ronal Jolly
James Cunningham 
Ray Vargas
Maria Maldonado
Rececca Tobias
Jason Paul
Linda Mullin
Sue Brooks

PRAYERlist

PASTORAL CARE & COMMUNITY OUTREACH UPDATE
Men‘s Shelter: We have 14 men 
every night–an increase of two from 
the previous years. On the first of 
December, we were able to house 
24 men and four showers are used 
nightly! 

Evangelization updates: St. Paul 
Street Evangelization went caroling 
for the first time as a team. We have 
increased our presence on the street 
from once a month to three times a 
month.
2018 World Mission Sunday 
We donated $5,320.45 for the build-
ing of local churches throughout the word. Through the 
work of these churches, and the witness to Christ, the poor 
receive practical help and experience God’s love and mercy.
Christmas Giving Tree : Parishioners purchased gifts for 
20 tags from the Tumwater Lions Club, 185 from Catholic 
Community Services, 100 for Drexel House, 20 from St. 
Mike’s Tykes, and four for calls directly to the parish. 

Socks & Cookies Drive: We've received over 3000 cook-
ies and 600 pairs of socks!

Senior Nutrition Program: The 
Pastoral Care & Community Outreach 
Commission donated $7,500 to Senior 
Services for South Sound.
Homebound and wishing to receive 
Holy Communion?  
If you know of anyone who is tempo-
rarily or permanently homebound, or 
if you have family members who will 
come and visit but cannot come to 
Mass, call Bene at (360) 292-7143 to 
receive Holy Communion. 

Anointing of the Sick? 
If you or someone you know wish to receive the Sacrament 
of Anointing of the Sick, please call the parish office to 
schedule a visit from a priest.  If not an emergency please 
call the office in advance. This Sacrament can be received 
also after Mass, and a Mass with Anointing of the Sick is 
celebrated every first Saturday of the month at 9am. If an 
emergency occurs after office hours, leave a message on 
the emergency line, including your phone number, and you 
will be called as soon as possible.



5/6 Sat/Sun

Food Band 
and the Oth-

er Bank Collection. Every first 
weekend of the month we 
take nonperishable 
food and financial donations 
for the Thurston County Food 
Bank. The Other Bank, oper-
ated by the YWCA, distrib-
utes personal hygiene prod-
ucts and cleaning supplies 
which cannot be purchased 
with food stamps. These 
items are essential for main-
taining health and personal 
dignity. Donations of money 
are also much needed and 
appreciated. Please use the 
blue edged envelopes at the 
donation table and put them 
in the collection or give to 
a hospitality minister. Thank 
you!

30/1Mon/Tues

The Solemnity of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, the Mother of 
God is a holy day of obligation.

Join us for Mass on 
Decemberr 30 at 5:30pm or on 
January 1 at 10am.

SMPhighlights
DEC/JAN 2018

26 Wednesday

Holy Hour for Priests

5:30–6:30pm in the St. Joseph 
Chapel. If you are unable to 
come, please join us in praying 
the rosary from your residence 
between 5:30 and 6:30pm.

Miss a homily?

We post all of Fr. Jim's 
homilies on the web 
site. You can get them 

via our app as well!

Coming

January 13, 2019

acasad@saintmichaelparish.org

BE TRANSFORMED

25 Tuesday

“He so loved 
us that for our 

sake He was made man 
in time, through Whom all 
times were made; was in the 
world less in years than His 
servants, though older than 
the world itself in His eter-
nity; was made man, Who 
made man; was created of a 
mother, whom He created; 
was carried by hands which 
He formed; nursed at the 
breasts which He had filled; 
cried in the manger in word-
less infancy, He the Word 
without Whom all human 
eloquence is mute.”

— St. Augustine
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AUDREY 
ASSAD
March 22, 2019  • 7:30 PM Show
Saint Michael Parish
1055 Boundary St. SE 

Ticket Info and Pricing:
Dec.19 – Feb. 1  $20 
Feb. 1– Mar. 22  $35 

Catherine Rivera Design

Saint Michael Parish
saintmichaelparish.org/assad

(360)754-4667

“Behold, when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son into the world.” Galatians 4:4
My dear sisters and brothers 
in Christ Jesus,
On behalf of Fr. Lou 
Cunningham, Parochial Vicar 
and the entire parish and 
school staffs, I offer our most 
fervent prayer for you and 
your families this Christmas 
season. Today marks the 
beginning of a three-week 
celebration of the great mys-
tery of the Incarnation, of the 
Infinite God becoming a finite 
human being.

For four weeks of Advent, we have been preparing and 
waiting in anticipation for Emmanuel, God With Us. While 
the world was filled with advertising, cheap holiday songs 
and all too many distractions, the Catholic Church invited us 
into the mysterious unfolding of God’s mystery, not unlike 
pregnancy itself.
Now is the time to begin rejoicing and to not stop until we 
celebrate the baptism of our Lord Jesus Christ on January 
13. Now is not the time to take down the tree, put away the 
nativity set and get on with business as usual. On the con-
trary, this is the time to cry out, “Joy to the world, the Lord 
has come!” This is the time to be steeped in the Christmas 
mystery with the poor shepherds. This is a time to recog-
nize angels singing, “Glory to God in the highest, and on 
earth, peace to people of goodwill,” when we hear the baby 

crying, our kids fighting, or our neighbors mildly ridiculing 
us for being Catholic when it seems as if there is so much 
wrong in the church.
No, we don’t shy away. We don’t throw the Christmas tree to 
the curb on December 26. We don’t shut off the Christmas 
lights. We don’t grow into grumpiness as December 31 
draws near. We don’t make frivolous New Year’s resolu-
tions but rather ask ourselves honestly and humbly how 
God needs to be birthed in us anew.
So please celebrate with us this Christmas with hearts filled 
with joy, peace, and, most of all, hope. Let us live into the 
fullness of hope this Christmas season from today and until 
the baptism of our Lord Jesus. Then, emerging from the 
waters of the Jordan with Jesus through our baptism, let us 
follow him into this new year as faithful missionary disciples, 
seeking to follow him as our Lord and Savior, our Emmanuel.
Please take some time and look at the many opportunities 
we offer you to grow in your faith and invite others to join 
with you in following Jesus Christ. We find in these pages 
Jesus speaking to your heart, “Come, follow me.”
A very blessed, joyful and peace filled Christmas season.
Fr. Jim

Father Jim Lee
Pastor



Often referred to as the “Netflix for Catholics”, FORMED by the 
Augustine Institute provides thousands of video-based study 
programs, movies, documentaries, audio talks, audiobooks 
and even eBooks onDemand. Let these materials facilitate 
your spiritual journey as you try to more fully understand, live 
and share your Catholic Faith. 
It's free for parishioners!
There's also a mobile app for Android and iOS–just search 
for FORMED in Google Play or the App Store.

GET IT AT: saintmichaelparish.formed.org
Made possible by your generous stewardship.

STAY CONNECTED!

DOWNLOAD THE NEW 
SAINT MICHAEL PARISH  

APP

TEXT 

SMPGIVE APP 

TO 

77977 
to get a direct link.

Text smpgive to 77977

MOBILE GIVING MADE EASY

ALPHA AT SAINT MICHAEL PARISH
Starts Sunday, January 13, 2019 at 6:30pm
saintmichaelparish.org/alpha

What is Alpha?
Alpha is a series of sessions exploring the basics of the 
Christian faith. Typically run over eleven weeks, each 
session looks at a different question that people can 
have about faith and is designed to create conver-
sation. It’s just an open, informal and honest space 
to explore and discuss life’s big questions together.  
https://vimeo.com/182419434

What does Alpha look like? Food + Talk + Discussion
Whether it’s a group of friends gathered around a kitchen 
table, or a quick catch-up over coffee and cake, food has a 
way of bringing people together. It’s no different at Alpha. 
Sessions start with food, because it’s a great way to build 
community and get to know each other.

Probably the most important part of any Alpha: the chance 
to share your thoughts and ideas on the topic, and simply 
discuss it in a small group. There’s no obligation to say 
anything and there’s nothing you can’t say (seriously). It’s 
an opportunity to hear from others and contribute your own 
perspective in an honest, friendly and open environment.

Who will you invite?
A personal invitation is the most effective way to invite 
someone to try Alpha.
Every year, churches across the world invite their commu-
nities to explore life, faith and meaning on Alpha.   
https://vimeo.com/227302952
Got questions?
Do you have questions about Alpha? Please contact Andrew 
Casad at acasad@saintmichaelparish.org or (360) 292-7127.



Dear Saint Michael Parishioners,
Merry Christmas! On behalf of our entire faculty and staff, 
we wish you a faith-filled day of peace and joy as we cele-
brate the birth of our savior, Jesus Christ.
Our school community was blessed to celebrate a beau-
tiful Advent season in preparation for the joy celebrated 
in the liturgy. We lived our faith in the classroom by cele-
brating a variety of special traditions to prepare our hearts 
for Christmas. To guide us on our Advent journeys, we 
celebrated through classroom prayers, Friday Masses, 
school-wide service projects, Advent Reconciliation, and 

our special Feast of St. Nicholas traditions. Additionally, 
our students did a wonderful job performing our annual 
Christmas program and serving the seniors of our parish 
at our senior luncheon. It was a fun, busy, and prayerful 
season of anticipation!
Please join us for our annual Open House and New Family 
Registration on Sunday, January 27 from 11am–1pm. I invite 
you to meet our teachers, visit our classrooms, and discover 
the value of a transformative Preschool–8th grade Catholic 
education here at your parish school. We will accept regis-
trations for the 2018-19 school year for new families starting 
at 11am. We would love to show you what we can offer your 
children here in your parish school–come and see!
If you have not applied for tuition assistance for the 2019–
20 school year and would like to do so, now is the time! 
The application window closes on January 4, 2019. All fam-
ilies requesting tuition assistance for the 2019–20 school 
year must apply for tuition assistance by using the applica-
tion process managed through FACTS. Both the Fulcrum 
Foundation and St. Michael Parish School use the same 
application process and timeline. By applying to Fulcrum, 
you are also applying for tuition assistance through our 
school. The application can be accessed at https://online.
factsmgt.com/signin/4CDW0. Please note that submitting 
the requested tax and W-2 information is a required com-
ponent of the tuition assistance application process.

Christmas Blessings,
Connor Geraghty, Principal

HOW CAN WE HELP?
GET YOUR MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH CONNECTED
Contact Anna Swanson at  
(360) 292-7137 
aswanson@saintmichaelparish.org

WANT TO JOIN A SMALL GROUP?
Contact Michaela Moreau at  
(360) 292-7104 
smp.smallgroups@gmail.com

DO YOUR CHILDREN NEED THEIR SACRAMENTS?
Contact Elizabeth Lyons at  
(360) 292-7119 
elyons@saintmichaelparish.org

WANT TO GROW IN YOUR FAITH?
Contact Ann Ashe at  
(360) 292-7112 
aashe@saintmichaelparish.org

THINKING ABOUT BECOMING CATHOLIC?
Contact Andrew Casad at  
(360) 292-7127 
acasad@saintmichaelparish.org

WANT TO REACH OUT TO THOSE IN NEED?
Contact Bene Reece at  
(360) 292-7143 
breece@saintmichaelparish.org

GET YOUR HIGH SCHOOL TEEN CONNECTED
Contact Abre Peters at  
(360) 292-7106 
apeters@saintmichaelparish.org



ADULT F.A.I.T.H. SESSIONS
Bored or lost during Mass? This year, the adult faith for-
mation sessions offered on FAITH Sundays are open to 
any adults who would like to learn more about the rich-
ness of the Mass. The topics of focus will be listed in the 
bulletin each week. 

Adult FAITH Session Topics 
11:30am–1pm in the Parish Center Multipurpose Room
(FAITH Adult Sessions meet twice a month until May)
January 6: Introductory Rites (Greeting/Penitential Rite)  
Presenter: Elizabeth Lyons, Steward for Sacramental 
Preparation
January 13: The Introductory Rites (Kyrie/Glory to God/
the Collect)  
Presenter: Ann Ashe, Steward for Faith Formation
February 10: Liturgy of the Word (Readings/Homily) 
Presenter: Mary Trotter, Steward for Catechesis of the 
Good Shepherd
February 17: Liturgy of the Word (Creed; Prayers of the 
Faithful) 
Presenter: Emily Suda, Pope John Paul II Theology Teacher

Contact: Ann Ashe at aashe@saintmichaelparish.org

HEY, MIDDLE SCHOOLERS! 
Come for a White Elephant Christmas party on January 
6 at 630pm. Bring a white elephant gift (limit $10) and a 
sweet treat to share!  We will be celebrating the tradition 
of white elephant gifting and the birth of our Savior.

LIFE NIGHTS

December 23–30: No Life Night. Have a blessed 
Christmas and happy New Year!
January 6: Social Night. Join us for a fun night as we 
celebrate the birth of our Savior and the Epiphany!
Contact: Abre Peters at apeters@saintmichaelparish.org

LOOKING FOR A MINISTRY?
While you're discerning, how about joining the Greeters to 
help welcome our brothers and sisters at Mass. It’s time 
to step out and step up and take our Sunday experience 
to a higher, more enthusiastic level. To get on the sched-
ulem, please contact Brandon Jones at (360) 292-7108 
or bjones@saintmichaelparish.org.

LOGO WEAR 
Logo Wear is available, plus we now have beanies!. 
Please contact Bene at (360) 292-7143 or breece@saint-
michaelparish.org to place your order.

JOIN US TUESDAY, DECEMBER 25 
We are gathering downstairs in the Multipurpose Room 
from 1–3pm. Bring your favorite dish (or leftover!), family 
and friends! Please consider bringing a side or main dish: 
we always tend to have too many desserts!
Please contact Bene Reece at breece@saintmichael-
parish.org or (360) 292-7143 and indicate how many are 
coming so we know how many tables to set!



MISSION 
Come experience the joy!
Holy Spirit Center, Juarez, Mexico 
Spring Break 2019, March 30–April 6
Come to serve, share God’s love and fall 
deeper in love with God! Did you know 
that since 2001, over 700 parishioners 
have experienced the joy of mission? 
Why not you?
This journey is open to families and folks 
of all ages. $650 covers airfare and the 
week’s expenses. Scholarships are 
available. Applications may be picked 
up at the parish office or can be emailed 
to you by contacting Deacon John at 
jtbergford@hotmail.com or Brandon 
Jones at bjones@saintmichaelparish.org.
“Every Christian is a missionary to the 
extent that he or she has encountered 
the love of God in Christ Jesus: We no 
longer say that we are ‘disciples’ and 
‘missionaries’ but rather that we are 
always ‘missionary disciples.'" Pope 
Francis, The Joy of the Gospel (no. 120)

PRIORY PROGRAMS
At St. Placid Priory, Lacey
Lectio with Threads of Meaning
Saturday, January 5, 9am–3pm 
Presenter: Sister Monika Ellis 
Register by Prior Friday: $55
Holy Leisure
Saturday, January 12, 9am–3pm
Postulant: Camille Wooden
Register by Prior Friday: $55
The Hospitality of Adoption
Saturday, January 19, 9am–3pm
Presenter: Joann Terranova
Register by Prior Friday:  $55
Dark Night of the Soul:  
A Contemplative Journey
Saturday, January 26, 9am–3pm
Presenter: Jodi Kilcup
Register by prior Friday: $65

More information and registration for 
all programs at www.stplacid.org

RACHEL’S CORNER
“He found them in a wilderness, a waste-
land of howling desert. He shielded 
them, cared for them, guarded them 
as the apple of his eye.” - Deuteronomy 
32:10

Would you like to be found in your 
desert where you have felt so alone 
since your abortion decision? He yearns 
to shield you, care for you and remind 
you of His mercy. Join us on the next 
Rachel’s Vineyard™ Retreat and let Him 
walk you out of the desert.
Now registering for upcoming healing 
retreats: March 8-10 or April 5-7
Call for a compassionate, confidential 
conversation.
English: (206) 920-6413 
Español: (206)-450-7814
www.ccsww.org/projectrachel
Project Rachel is a program of Catholic 
Community Services.

GOT MARRIAGE QUESTIONS?

Wednesdays, January 9–February 13, 6–8:30pm  
in the Gathering Space

The Marriage Course focuses on practical struggles that most 
couples have. Whether you’ve been together 6 months or 60 
years, you’ll find valuable information to help your marriage 
to flourish. Each week includes a private dinner, a presenta-
tion, and time for private discussion. Childcare provided for 
children ages 1+ with RSVP by January 4. 
Register online at saintmichaelparish.org/the-marriage-course 
or contact Elizabeth Lyons at elyons@saintmichaelparish.org 
or (360) 292-7119. 

SHOULDER TO SHOULDER
How many times have we heard Fr. Jim marvel at the gener-
osity of Saint Michael parishioners? We are blessed to be a 
family of families who truly care about one another.
That spirit of generosity is clearly demonstrated in the 
Shoulder to Shoulder ministry. Created by Fr. Jim with a rebate 
from the Annual Catholic Appeal, the ministry works through 
a special fund set up to help parishioners who were struggling 
financially. Parishioners have continued to donate to the fund, 
allowing the Shoulder ministry to continue.
Here’s how it works: Parishioners who find themselves in a 
financial crisis–whether it’s an unexpected medical bill, an 
inability to pay next month’s rent, or a leaky roof–simply com-
plete a confidential application.

The application is then screened by a committee of parishio-
ners who, in turn, make a funding recommendation to Fr. Jim. 
If approved, the parish issues a check directly to the service 
provider–the doctor, landlord or roof repair company, etc.– 
not the applicant.
Applications are available on the parish website or on the 
Good News stand. Parishioners who submit an application are 
reassured by the fact that their information will be anonymous 
and held in strict confidence.

Are you facing a financial emergency with nowhere else to 
turn? If so, consider filing a Shoulder to Shoulder application. 
Through their generosity, your church family is here for you.



C H I L I  

FEED

SMALL GROUPS

Bring a dish to share and join us for an evening of 
fun, music and fellowship! 

 
Contact: Michaela Moreau at (360) 292-7104 or 

smp.smallgroups@gmail.com

SATURDAY, JANUARY 5, 2019 
AFTER THE 5 PM MASS

POTLUCK

SAINT MICHAEL PARISH 

1208 11th Ave. SE 

Olympia, WA 98501

Welcome! Are you new to church, new to Saint Michael Parish, 
or coming home after a short or long absence? Or are you 
already a parishioner but not very connected, maybe even 
a little lonely? 
One way to connect with others is to join a Small Group. One 
type is a faith deepening and sharing group of 6-12 people 
who meet weekly for six sessions during Advent and Lent. 
(Some groups meet all year round.) Most groups meet at 
someone's home, but a few groups meet at our downtown 
church. The format is briefly sharing how you have witnessed 
God present in your life or in those around you, reading the 
upcoming Sunday Gospel in a process called Lectio Divina, 
watching a short video reflection by our Pastor or Parochial 
Vicar, discussing questions provided for each week, plan-
ning how each of you can more fully live the Gospel in the 
upcoming week, and asking for specific prayers for your loved 
one's needs. 
Do not be afraid to try a Small Group. You don't have to share 
if you are shy or hesitant, the other group members will love 
you just as you are, and they willingly will pray for you (and you 
can pray for them silently). Reading and hearing the Gospel 
proclaimed is a great way to prepare for Mass on Sunday. 
You can find a group that is a good fit for you and register on 
line at www.saintmichaelparish.org. Some groups can take 
new members throughout the year or let you try out a group. 
You can also start a new group, we provide facilitator training. 
Come and learn more at the annual Chili Feed Potluck!  
Contact: Michaela Moreau at smp.smallgroups@gmail.com 
or (360) 292-7104.

small groups: Making a Big Parish Feel Small



ST. VINCENT DE PAUL HELPS PEOPLE
Can you help us?
We are in need of a CPA to help with necessary IRS reporting 
for the Council. We'd also like to join the 21st century and have 
a website for the District Council! If you can help, please call 
and leave us a message at (253) 229-0357.
Home visits help prevent homelessness. St. Vincent de 
Paul helped keep a neighbor from living on the streets. We 
recently visited a disabled woman who needed money for 
a deposit on a new apartment. Her current landlords are 
mentally abusive to her, and a neighbor’s case worker rec-
ommended relocation.
She was very distraught. She had driven downtown looking 
at the condition of the homeless and said “If this doesn’t work 
out, I will have to join the ranks of the homeless”. We talked 
with the prospective new landlord who accepted our pledge 
of $250, and he will make sure she moves in as scheduled.
You can help keep our neighbors in their homes by becoming 
a supporter of St. Vincent de Paul. For information call (360) 
972-0661.

DID YOU KNOW?
The Little House

.The Little House by the 
side of the altar is a great 
way for kids to learn about 
Stewardship. 
All the funds received are 
included in Sunday giving, 
but the parish contributes an 
amount equal to half of the 
monthly Little House receipts 
to the Journey of the Heart 
mission trip to Mexico. 
Thank you, boys and girls, for 
your contributions supporting 
Saint Michael Parish sending 
out missionary disciples to 
perform works of mercy for 
our brothers and sisters in 
need in Juarez, Mexico.

The Incarnation and the Church
“This is the place truly known as the Court of the heavenly 
King, the shining gate of heaven that welcomes all those in 
search of life’s homeland./  Winds cannot shake it, nor assail 
it nor storm clouds penetrate; dark creatures lurking in the 
shadows are terrified of this house./   Therefore, we beg 
you, say yes to our prayers with serenity; watch over your 
servants who celebrate the joys of your temple with love.  
Let no storm disturb our life; may our days be glad and our 
nights serene; may none of us know the fires of hell when 
the world perishes.”  Verses 7-10, Evening Prayer Hymn for 
the Dedication of a Church “Christe cunctorum dominator 
alme,” 11th century

“And the Word was made Flesh and dwelt among us.”  John 
1:14

“In Jesus Christ, God has engraved his name upon matter; 
he has inscribed it so deeply that it cannot be erased, for 
matter (as matrix and Mater) took Him into its innermost 

self.  It was surely a Catholic instinct that caused Christian 
generations to cut their name in stone, building huge cathe-
drals that, with their immense prodigality, mock modern 
man’s obsession with utility.”  Hans Urs von Balthasar In 
the Fullness of Faith, p. 122.  

Jesus Christ became flesh and walked the earth as a truly 
historical person  He has a human body and a human soul.  
God so loved the world that, from the first instance of sin–of 
that terrible alienation that we face when we chose against 
our wholeness–where humankind now experiences evil 
and all of its effects in the world, He desired to return us to 
a life lived in unity with Him. Through thousands of years 
He prepared a people for His coming in to the world in 
the Jewish people. For thousands of years He has guided 
a sinful family into union with Him in the Church, “so that 
all might be one” (John 17:21): the Church, whom He has 
given us as our mother just as He gave His own Mother to 
his beloved disciple–you and me at the foot of the Cross. 
Since September, we have been journeying through our 
newly dedicated church and all of its facets  We then walked 
through, step by step, many of the important prayers and 
ritual actions that dedicated the Altar and the Church. We 
began with the Crucifix at the Feast of the Exaltation of the 
Cross and now end at the Birth of Jesus Christ in that very 
flesh–“the desire of the everlasting hills,” the keystone for 
a happiness that surges beyond a secular self-realization.  
The concrete reality of Jesus’ life on earth continues to be 
repeated in what He has handed on in the Sacraments 
and in the Church’s constant and continual prayer to Him: 
He gives us a method to continue to draw to Him as He 
drew His own disciples, by living concretely with Him and 
with those He called to Himself gathered around His Own 
Presence in the Eucharist. Merry Christmas! 

RENOVATION THEOLOGY by Fr. Lou Cunningham


