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NORMAL MASS TIMES: 
(Weekday Mass times often change – Check schedule on page 2)

Downtown:  
1055 Boundary St. SE
Monday–Thursday: 12Noon, Friday & Saturday: 9am
Saturday: 5pm
Sunday: 7:30am, 9:30am, 11:30am & 5pm
Westside Chapel:  
1835 Overhulse Rd. NW
1st & 3rd Thursday: 6:30am 
Sunday: 8:30am & 10:30am 
2nd Sunday: 1:30pm (Vietnamese)

RECONCILIATION TIMES (Downtown): 
Thursday: 11am | Saturday: 9:45am & 3pm
PASTOR: 
Fr. Jim Lee
PAROCHIAL VICAR: 
Fr. Lou Cunningham
DEACONS: 
Rob Rensel 
John Bergford

MISSION
Our mission is to place God first in all things, to proclaim 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and to grow in holiness 
through prayer, sacraments, and service.

1208 11th Ave. SE, Olympia 98501 
(360) 754-4667 
www.saintmichaelparish.org
OFFICE HOURS 
Monday – Thursday: 9am – 5pm | Friday 9am – 1pm 
Sunday 8:30am – 4:45pm
CALVARY CEMETERY ext. 138 
3850 Cleveland Ave., Tumwater 98501
ST. MICHAEL SCHOOL (360) 754-5131 
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY 
Wed & Fri  1–3pm (360) 352-7554
CLOTHING BANK  
Tues & Sat 9–Noon  
(Donation station open 7am–5pm daily)
PREGNANCY AID   (360) 956-7413  
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri  2–4pm, Wed 9am-Noon
ST. MIKE’S TIKES  (360) 586-1585

SAINT MICHAEL PARISH

GET IT AT: saintmichaelparish.formed.org
Made possible by your generous stewardship.

STEWARDSHIPof treasure

Pastoral Year 2018-2019
Donations Received as of December 2, 2018

Sunday Stewardship $31,027

Online Stewardship Giving $40,260

Sunday Loose Donations $1,490

Holy Days $180

Youth (Little House) $15

Total Offertory Collection Received $72,972

Year to Date Received $1,327,353

Donations Needed $ 7 6 5 , 9 8 3

Amount Behind Goal -  $ 1 5 6 , 4 4 8

Text 

SMPGIVE APP 
to 

77977 
to get a direct link.

Text smpgive to 77977

GET OUR APP!

www.facebook.com/saintmichaelparish

www.saintmichaelparish.org
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Daun Carlson 
Steph Skiles
Damianus Aditya Christie
Samantha Edwards 
Harlow Harris  
Sylvia Sandova 
Cesar and Joel
Christopher 
Rosanne Burns
Heather Andersen 
Tami Grant 
Hoeschen Family 
Wolf Family 
Maia Bellon 
Joy
Melisa Goin
Evelyn Wood 
Alexandra 
Chi & Lan Nguyen 
George Michael 
Lloyd Patrick family 
June Francis 
Ben Farsaci family 
Teresa LaBouff & grandchildren 
Linda
Marge Pool 
Marlene Inverso  
Linda Zender 
Magda Lovejoy 
Phyllis Piercey 
Pati Leininger 
Charlie Miller 
Brielle Glenys Brennan
Shanin Eileen Brennan
Allison O'Hagan Brennan
Tara Allison Brennan 
Richard deCastongrene 
Richard Monohon 
Deborah Spring
Dee and Larry Herbig 
Chi and Lan Nguyen 
Jolane Zander
Lisa Zander
AJ Paul

Matthew Paul
Trudy H 
Patrick Bryant 
Dan Hupford 
Theresa Ragan 
Evan Bell 
Jacob George 
Katheryn Armstrong 
Gerald Nault 
Lance Burns 
Salam Russell 
Bob Kelly 
Terri McCarthy 
Bob Fenton 
Paul Burns 
Lee Duboi 
Ann B. Lupton 
Erich Setele
Noel Ljubicic   
Snježana Mardesic 
Roman Luckey 
Lorenzo Jones 
Ryan Kuhnau 
Anne Barroll
Jan Putnam
John David Minor
Dennis Robinson 
Hilary Borngesser 
Beverley Cadoo 
Michelle Westling 
Glenys Annette Brennan 
Natalie Iglesias 
Angela Michele Beavers 
Jeffrey 
Joey Lynn Benck 
Donald Villarrubia 
Noel Ljubičić
Jack Beauchamp & Family 
Jamie & Thomas
Julie Malloy 
Jeanette Nielsen
Angela Kopp
Megan Kathleen Brennan

12.10 MONDAY

12Noon Fina Pehrson U Downtown

12.11 TUESDAY

12Noon Word & Communion Downtown

12.12 WEDNESDAY

7:30am Spanish Mass Downtown

1pm Funeral: Richard Lankow U Downtown

12.13 THURSDAY (11am Reconciliation Cancelled)

11am Lucio A. Caballero U Downtown

12.14 FRIDAY 

9am Marian Del Carmen Caldelas Downtown

10:45am Mass at Mother Joseph

12.15 SATURDAY (3pm Reconciliation | 9:45 Cancelled)

9am Word & Communion Downtown

5pm Michael Abrejera Downtown

12.16 SUNDAY

7:30am Paula McLarty U Downtown

8:30am Bob McIver U Westside

9:30am Raymond Hegel U Downtown

10:30am George Polyak U Westside

11:30am Nida Martin & Family Downtown

5pm People of Saint Michael Parish Downtown

To submit prayer requests, call the parish office at (360) 754-
4667 or submit your request via our website under the Contact 
menu.
If you or someone you know is homebound and wishes to 
receive Holy Communion, please call: 
Benedetta Reece at (360) 292-7143 or Dcn. Terry  
Barber at Sacred Heart Parish at (360) 491-0890.

MASSschedule & intentions PRAYERlist
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A Spiritual Geography

“The word of God came to John … in the 
desert.” This is how Luke introduces 
the prophet who prepares the way of 
the Lord, John the Baptist, cousin of 
Jesus, the longed-for Messiah. For Luke, 
John’s ministry was the pivotal point in 
salvation history; the new and final era 
was coming into being.
Even though this past week was sunny 
and cold, we can almost always count 
on rain in the Northwest during the 
winter months. This is certainly not the 
desert so it may take us a bit of extra 
effort to place oneself in today’s Gospel. 
Maybe these thoughts will be helpful.
The desert was Israel’s birthplace. God 
brought the people out of slavery and 
then led them on a 40-year desert trek 
to teach them what it meant to be the 

“People of God.” They lived those 40 
years without the distraction of building 
homes and businesses; that long experi-
ence of being on the move taught them 
to rely on God alone. Yet, they would 
forget that lesson over and over again. 
Trust and faithfulness would not be 
something that came easily.
The experience of the desert is some-
thing similar in the lives of people who 
suffer. A terminal illness can force 
people to clarify the purpose of their 
lives. An unexpected death reminds 
us that relationships are more import-
ant than any activity or achievement. A 

fire or flood often leaves people with a 
new sense of the relative value of their 
belongings. These and other moments 
can adjust our vision and be ways we 
probably would not have chosen.
Now in December with everything 
around us jingling with excitement about 

“happy holidays,” the Church invites us 
into the desert with John. 
The desert is the antithesis of the mall or 
endless opportunities online. No matter 
how much money you have, there is 
nothing to buy in the desert. Far from the 
twinkling city lights that grab our atten-
tion, the desert allows us to fix our gaze 
on the stars, on beauty that is beyond 
our reach and that seems to have been 
created just for our delight. The desert is 
where our soul finds room to expand, to 
remember what we really thirst for. This 
is the experience of God’s fertile desert. 
This is the desert we can choose–one 
that will bless us this Advent.
There are so many deserts of despera-
tion in our world today. So often these 
deserts have been created by the self-
ishness of human sin and the disregard 
for the human person. We need the 
call of the Advent desert. We need the 
proclamation of repentance for the for-
giveness of sins. We need to hear the 
voice of one crying out in the desert, 

“Prepare the way of the Lord, make 
straight his path.”
How can we prepare the way of the Lord 

this coming week? How can we make 
straight what might be crooked and 
broken in our lives so as to allow the 
Lord Jesus to enter?
As I mentioned in my homily last week, 
this might be a perfect week to spend 
time before the Blessed Sacrament in 
adoration and make a thorough exam-
ination of conscience in preparation 
for the celebration of the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation. Like the people of John’s 
time, so too do we need to recognize 
the desert geography of our own need 
and the needs of those around us. Fr. 
Lou and I are available every Saturday 
from 3 to 5pm for the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation and we will have a special 
evening on Friday, December 21 begin-
ning at 6pm for Confessions. Please do 
not allow this Advent to pass without the 
healing grace of this gracious sacrament 
of God’s mercy and forgiveness.
I close this reflection with these beauti-
ful words from St. Paul to the Philippians 
from our second reading.

“Brothers and sisters: I pray always with 
joy in every way for all of you, because 
of our partnership for the Gospel from 
the first day until now. I am confident 
of this, that the one who began a good 
work in you will continue to complete it 
until the day of Christ Jesus.”
In Christ and through the intercession 
of Bl. Pier Giorgio Frassati, I love you.

PASTOR'Snotebook

Father Jim Lee
Pastor
Father Jim Lee
Pastor

"Now in December with 
everything around us jingling 

with excitement about “happy 
holidays,” the Church invites us into 
the desert with John."
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AUDREY 
ASSAD
March 22, 2019  • 7:30 PM Show
Saint Michael Parish
1055 Boundary St. SE 

Ticket Info and Pricing:
Dec.19 – Feb. 1  $20 
Feb. 1– Mar. 22  $35 

Catherine Rivera Design

Saint Michael Parish
saintmichaelparish.org/assad

(360)754-4667

On March 22, 2019, Saint Michael Parish hosts Catholic songwriter Audrey Assad for an intimate evening of witness 
and music.
Sometimes the most compelling art and spiritually-nourishing songwriting comes after a challenging season, though in 
the case of consistently thought-provoking troubadour Audrey Assad, it appeared after a gut-wrenching deconstruc-
tion of her fundamentalist faith foundation, alongside crippling battles against anxiety. In fact, it was that very maze of 
emotions, coupled with the inability to write worship songs she felt were genuinely authentic, that resulted in the four 
years between her last original album and the immensely awaited Evergreen (Fortunate Fall Records/Tone Tree Music), 
which, besides chronicling the no-holds-barred transparency of her struggles, buds with rebirth and hope.
Experience Audrey Assad's music up close as she tells her story and plays tunes from Evergreen in the intimate setting 
of Saint Michael Parish's newly renovated downtown church.
Now through December 18, parishoners can get free tickets on Eventbrite using the promo code SMPGIFT. A limited 
number of free tickets are available.
Simply visit: http://saintmichaelparish.org/assad/

ANNUAL TAXES REMINDER
For those who might be itemizing their deductions, we will 
process all donations (Sacrificial giving, St. Vincent de Paul, 
etc.) on December 31. Donations received by that date will be 
recorded on your 2018 parish giving report. Please consider 
an end of year donation to Saint Micheal Parish or one of the 
many Catholic charities.

NEW TO THE PARISH?
Join us next Sunday, December 16 for a Newcomers 
Orientation right after the 9:30am Mass downtown. Your hosts, 
Mike and Sharon Rushing, will meet you at the baptismal font 
immediately after Mass. You'll get a tour of the facilities, some 
refreshments, and a "meet & greet" with Fr. Jim. We can't wait 
to meet you!
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SMPhighlights
DECEMBER 2018

12 Wednesday

Holy Hour for Priests

5:30–6:30pm in the St. Joseph 
Chapel. If you are unable to 
come, please join us in praying 
the rosary from your residence 
between 5:30 and 6:30pm.

13 Thursday

SAFE ENVIRONMENT  
WORKSHOP  
6pm in the Parish Center

Register online at virtusonline.org 
and click First-Time Registrant. For 
volunteers who have already regis-
tered in Virtus, please log in to your 
account to sign up for the class. For 
more information or for assistance 
creating a Virtus account, please 
call Mona at (360) 292-7141 or 
mbishop@saintmichaelparish.org

11 Tuesday

Cursillo/Ultreya

Come share your 
Advent journey with us at our 
next Ultreya, 7-8:30pm in Par-
ish Center Room 9, All Catho-
lic men and women are wel-
come. For more information 
call Larry Holt (360) 754-4310 
or Bill Hine (360) 923-0244.

Coming

January 13, 2019

acasad@saintmichaelparish.org

16 Sunday

PRIME TIMERS BRUNCH

Seniors, join our Prime Timers 
at 11am at O'Malley's Lounge 
inside the Westside Lanes 
bowling alley, 2200 Garfield 
Ave. NW. Come eat and 
fellowship with other seniors. 
Please contact Lea Leingang 
at (360) 754-8262.

SIMBANG GABI 
11:30am Mass

SMP will host a Simbang Gabi to 
honor the Blessed Virgin Mary 
as she prayerfully awaits for the 
birth of Christ. Like Mary, we wish 
to prepare a spiritual place for 
Jesus. All are welcome. Sacred 
Heart Choir will sing the music in 
Tagalog.

BE TRANSFORMED

8/9 Sat/Sun

St. Vincent de Paul collection 
this week

Without you the 
work of the St. 
Vincent de Paul 
Society in Olym-
pia could not 

happen. Your donations help 
people to stay in their home 
and maintain their medical 
prescriptions. 

Donations can also be deliv-
ered directly to St. Vincent's 
during office hours, 1–3pm,  
Wednesday and Friday. 

Thank-you for your generous 
and prayerful support.
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ADULT F.A.I.T.H. SESSIONS
Bored or lost during Mass? This year, the adult faith for-
mation sessions offered on FAITH Sundays are open to 
any adults who would like to learn more about the rich-
ness of the Mass. The topics of focus will be listed in the 
bulletin each week. 
Adult FAITH Session Topics 
11:30am–1pm in the Parish Center Multipurpose Room
(FAITH Adult Sessions meet twice a month until May)
December 9: Liturgical Ministers  
Presenter: Michelle Clinton
January 6: Introductory Rites (Greeting/Penitential Rite)  
Presenter: Elizabeth Lyons, Steward for Sacramental 
Preparation
January 13: The Introductory Rites (Kyrie/Glory to God/
the Collect)  
Presenter: Ann Ashe, Steward for Faith Formation
February 10: Liturgy of the Word (Readings/Homily) 
Presenter: Mary Trotter, Steward for Catechesis of the 
Good Shepherd
February 17: Liturgy of the Word (Creed; Prayers of the 
Faithful) 
Presenter: Emily Suda, Pope John Paul II Theology Teacher 
Contact: Ann Ashe at aashe@saintmichaelparish.org

HEY, MIDDLE SCHOOLERS! 
Make plans to join us for EDGE every Sunday after the 
5pm Life Teen Mass, from 6:30–8pm. 
Don't forget to sign up for the Middle School Ministry 
newsletter! Just send an email to Anna Swanson at 
aswanson@saintmichaelparish.org.

LIFE NIGHTS
December 9: Invited
The goal of Invited is to help teens grasp the reality of 
the Mystical Body of Christ in a way that sparks a desire 
to belong in the Church..
December 16: XLT
Prepare room in our hearts for the coming of Christ! 
Join us for praise, worship, and adoration of Jesus in the 
Blessed Sacrament.
Contact: Abre Peters at apeters@saintmichaelparish.org

X L T

S U N D A Y ,  D E C .  1 6 T H  |   6 : 3 0   P M  
D O W N T O W N  C H U R C H

PARISH WIDE EVENT 
PRAISE & WORSHIP  |  ADORATION  |  MESSAGE 

 

NEED A NIGHT OUT?
Let SMP Childcare Watch Your Children
Saturday, December 15, 6–9pm in the Parish Center 
Tikes facility
Children ages 1+. Space is limited–RSVP by December 13 
to Elizabeth Lyons at (360) 292-7119 or elyons@saintmi-
chaelparish.org (Include children's names and ages).

DATE NIGHT!

LIVING GOSPEL FOR CHRISTMAS
All-call for children in 1st – 5th grades who are interested 
in participating in the Living Gospel which will be pre-
sented at the 5pm Mass on Christmas Eve. We will film a 
realistic video re-enactment of the story of the incarna-
tion. Commitment includes three rehearsals on location 
at Schilter Farm in Lacey. You must able to attend all 
rehearsals and provide transportation to and from the 
farm. Rehearsals will begin the week of December 17 
and will be scheduled as assignments for roles are made.  
Contact Ann Ashe at aashe@saintmichaelparish.org or 
(360) 292-7112 by December 10 to participate.

CHILDREN'S LITURGY OF THE 
WORD (CLOW)
CLOW is offered at the 9:30am Mass  every Sunday. All 
children grades kindergarten – 3rd grade are welcome 
to take advantage of this opportunity to learn, pray, and 
grow through the Word of God. Children are dismissed 
immediately following the opening prayer and return to 
the assembly right before the Presentation of the Gifts. 
Please join us for this very special opportunity where your 
child will receive faith formation from a trained catechist.
Contact: Hannah Hach at hhach@saintmichaelparish.org
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UNDERWEAR 
The most under-donated, most needed item of clothing
It is a simple, daily necessity that many of us take for granted. 
Many children go without underwear because their parents 
have to choose between clothing items–they can't afford 
everything a child needs. Underwear is the second most 
requested item, behind food, by impoverished families, but 
the least donated. 
Please consider donating underwear to St. Vincent De Paul, 
or the Family Support Center of South Sound. Please note 
that if people want to bring packs of new underwear (and 
socks!) to the Family Support Center, they can bring them 
before December 29 to 201 Capitol Way N. They will then be 
packing for a move to a new building. They are not currently 
accepting clothes because of the move.

LOOKING FOR A MEANINGFUL GIFT?
Let your shopping help others
Here are some suggestions to celebrate birthdays, holidays, 
weddings, anniversaries – any special day:

• Rosaries and decade bracelets made by one of the 
monks at St. Martin’s Abbey. Call Br Edmund Ebbers at 
(360) 438-4457 for more information.
• Local honey, homemade items from Africa and felt dolls 

made at St. Placid Priory in Lacey. Call (360) 438-1771.
• Livestock and other items for families in need around 

the world. Visit Heifer International at www.heifer.org or 
call 1-855-8HUNGER.

Need more ideas? Contact Bene Reece at (360) 292-7143 
or breece@saintmichaelparish.org.

Thank you to everyone who has given so abundantly 
to those in need!
Here are some suggestions and projects to continue 
taking just one extra step to share God’s mercy 
throughout the year, reaching out to individuals, 
families, those who are sick and the homebound:

• Write a note to someone you have not heard 
from in a long time
• Bring a card or cookies 
to neighbors you do not see 
frequently
• Make a phone call/send a note to 
someone you may not always get along 
with.
• Make cards and bring them to the parish 
office so they can be sent to those in need
• Collect coupons for St. Vincent De Paul
• Simplify your life—use fewer resources, remember to 

reuse/recycle
• Donate items you do not need to St. Vincent De Paul 

Clothing Bank and Pregnancy Aid

• Donate new white t-shirts, socks, underwear, and 
new or gently used (plastic only) reading 

glasses of all strengths for the Detention 
Ministry. Bring them to the parish 

office for distribution.
• Prepare a meal for those unable 
to do so because of injuries or other 
causes (if you cannot deliver it, 
someone can pick it up).

• Treat the person in line behind 
you or the homeless outside the door 

and buy their coffee.
• Keep granola bars and water in your car 

to give to homeless by the traffic light: they 
will bless you. 

The beauty of helping others is that it fills our 
hearts, too and creates bonds with others, whatever their 
background, beliefs, origins and lifestyles.  For a complete 
list of how to serve others in our community please visit 
us at www.saintmichaelparish.org/serve or contact Bene 
Reece at (360) 292-7143 or breece@saintmichaelparish.org.

GOT STAMPS? 
Don't throw them away!
The holidays are just around the corner, and with the holidays 
come cards, and on the envelopes are stamps! After you read 
and enjoy them, what do you do with them?
Send the stamps to Sister Jane Chantal, CSC, manager of 
the stamp room! Sisters of the Holy Cross use the money 
raised from the stamps to benefit their ministry with the poor. 
Stamps should be trimmed with a 1/4–1/2" border (do not try to 
remove from envelope). Just cut off the address information 
and send to:
Office of Development Stamp Room  
407 Bertrand Hall–St Mary's  
Notre Dame, IN 46556-5000

OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE
Join the celebration!
You are cordially invited to a traditional event honoring Our 
Lady of Guadalupe, Mother of the Americas. The celebration 
will take place at the downtown church on December 12. 
The Mañanitas (Welcoming of the Day) and Rosary begin at 
6:30am followed by Mass at 7:30am, Father Lou Cunningham 
and Deacon Arturo Ramirez presiding. Come and join in the 
festivities that will include indigenous dancers, Mariachis, and 
traditional food. A reception will be hosted by the Hispanic 
community in the Gathering Space immediately after Mass. 
Contact: Elizabeth Lyons at (360) 292-7119 or elyons@saint-
michaelparish.org.
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Join us on Tuesday, December 25 for a Christmas Potluck!
We are gathering downstairs in the Multipurpose Room from 
1–3pm. Bring your favorite dish (or leftover!), family and friends! 
Please consider bringing a side or main dish: we always tend 
to have too many desserts!
Please contact Bene Reece at breece@saintmichaelparish.
org or (360) 292-7143 and indicate how many are coming so 
we know how many tables to set!

WEEK 6 ADVENT SMALL GROUPS
Week 3 of Advent–Rejoice!
This is week six of the Advent Small Groups video series, but 
week three of Advent. In this last video of the series Fr. Lou 
reminds us that we are an Easter people–to rejoice in the 
Lord! He reminds us that Advent is not only about remember-
ing an event that happened in the past–Jesus Christ coming 
among us–and preparing our hearts for that, but also look-
ing towards the end times and the four last things: Death, 
Judgement, Heaven and Hell. The rose vestments this week 
remind us that we are an Easter people, still rejoicing in the 
Lord, because He loves us! That is why we have crucifixes–
they are reminders of Jesus' love for us.  
Fr Lou. encourages us that even though Advent is coming to  
an end, let us keep pushing, keep praying and keep reflecting 
on the Word of God, how we can continue to serve Him, and 
how we can let Him enter into our lives so that we can be 
prepared to rejoice when the Lord comes again.
If you are unable to join the 300+ parishioners preparing for 
Advent in small groups, you can follow along by using the 
reflection sheets and videos posted on the website at saint-
michaelparish.org/learn/small groups. Click on Facilitator 
Resources. 
To sign up, simply visit the parish website, scroll down and 
click the Join a Small Group post. Follow the link and look 
through the available groups, find the best fit for you and fill 
out the simple registration form. 
Contact: Michaela Moreau at (360) 292-7104 or smp.small-
groups@gmail.com.

COOKIES AND SOCKS DRIVE
Wanted: Cookies and white socks to be shared with those 
incarcerated this Christmas season throughout the greater 
western WA area. Each year Saint Michael parishioners con-
tribute cookies and socks to the Chaplain at the Thurston 
County Jail, who provides bags of Christmas cheer for men 
and women at five WA state jails.
Please contribute if you can. Drop off cookies and socks to 
the parish office on or before December 19 (before 5pm).  
Questions? Contact Bene Reece at 360-292-7143 or breece@
saintmichaelparish.org 

CHRISTMAS GIVING TREE
This is the last weekend to pickup a gift tag. Each tag will 
list the recipient's gender and age and a "wish list" of one to 
three gifts. Please choose a tag and purchase one or more 
of the gifts on the wish list.
Since downtown and Westside support different organizations, 
it is very important that the unwrapped gifts are returned to 
the same place the tag came from. All gifts must be brought 
to the Christmas Giving tree or to the Westside chapel by 
Sunday, December 18, so they can be gathered and distrib-
uted on time for Christmas.
Many thanks to those of you who have participated in past 
years. We look forward to your continued generosity this year.
We still have a few Christmas Giving tags left. You can pick 
them up in the Gathering Space after Mass. As a reminder, 
the gifts are due back next week, unwrapped, with the tags 
attached. If you picked up a tag downtown, you must return 
the gift downtown. If you picked up a tag on the Westside, 
you must return the gift to the Westside.

SOCIAL MINISTRY OPPORTUNITY
At the Westside Chapel 8:30 or 10:30am Masses
Enjoy serving coffee and goodies to the parish community 
at the Westside Chapel on a Sunday that fits your schedule, 
either monthly or bi-monthly.
Form or join a team to help provide opportunities for commu-
nity building through social hour after Mass.
Contact Rosemary Barnhart, Coordinator at (360) 866-4768 
or rosemary.b@comcast.net
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Anointing, Lighting, Incensing

“Here the sick are made healthy the weak find strength 
and sight is given to the blind; here, O Christ, you free us 
from all guilt every fear and sadness are cast away.” Verse 
5, Evening Prayer Hymn for the Dedication of a Church 

“Christe cunctorum dominator alme,” 11th century 

After the prayer of dedication -- which sets the Altar apart 
for a singular use, three distinct actions take place, the 
altar and the walls are anointed, the altar and the walls are 
incensed, and the altar and the walls receive light.  Touch, 
smell, sight.  We have heard the prayers of consecration 
of the altar (which is always something to go back to and 
re-read!): we have listened to Christ speaking through the 
Scriptures.  This is all preparation to taste the Word of God 
on our lips and to receive Him into our whole body.  The 
Church building -- the new Temple which diffuses itself 
all throughout the earth --  stands as a testament to the 
pre-existence of the Church long before you or I were even 

a sparkle in our parents’ eye.  In Baptism we are entered 
into this long communion of saints.  After the words of the 
Sacrament itself, we are anointed with the same oil that 
anoints this altar, we are given a candle entrusted to our 
parents and godparents to be kept burning brightly, and 
the priest or deacon touches our ears and lips, so that we 
may touch our ears to hear the Word of God, and our lips to 
proclaim His praise to the glory of God the Father.  These 
all help us to understand the fullness of what we received 
at Baptism.  They do not constitute the act itself, but ‘fortify’ 
us as humans to see that Christ is a ‘maximalist’: He wants 
all of our senses to be sanctified so that we might live the 
maximal life.  Nothing is outside of His vision for our lives, 
from the most mundane to the most exalted.  As we enter 
into this church building, we are conformed to Christ’s Body 

-- we are consistently reminded of our dignity as Christians 
and of our own own “formation” into Jesus’ body.   The 
Church has given us these constant reminders -- signs of 
the Sacraments that Jesus gave to the Church.  We bless 
ourselves with water as we enter the Church and make the 
sign of the cross at prayer.  We do Catholic ‘calisthenics’ at 
Mass that literally incorporates -- enfleshes -- our worship.  
We use candles and incense in prayer to remind us of the 
dignity of worshiping God.  The Church uses the same oil 
to anoint the walls and the altar as she does in ordinations 
and at Confirmation.  Oil, an ancient symbol of preservation 
and cleanliness, of healing and consecration, is given an 
even newer meaning -- it carries with it the touch of the Holy 
Spirit and God’s predilection for those whom He has chosen.  
All of these remind us that we are being incorporated -- lit-
erally brought into the body -- of Christ as the Archbishop 
carries out these actions that raise our hearts and minds to 
God and to Jesus Christ, the High Priest consecrated and 
‘consumed’ for the life of the world.

RENOVATION THEOLOGY by Fr. Lou Cunningham

SPRING BREAK MISSION TRIP 
To the Holy Spirit Center in Juarez, Mexico
Come join Deacon John Bergford and others from Saint 
Michael Parish for a one-week mission trip to the Holy 
Spirit Center in Juarez Mexico, March 30 to April 6.
The mission trip is open to adults, teens, and families with 
a heart for service. 
Contact Deacon John at (360) 280-4281 or Brandon Jones 
at (360) 292-7108 for more information. Registrations are 
open through early February.

DID YOU KNOW?
The Little House by the side of the altar is a great way for 
kids to learn about Stewardship. 
All of the funds received are included in Sunday Giving, 
but the parish contributes an amount equal to half of the 
monthly Little House receipts to the Journey of the Heart 
mission trips to Mexico. 
Thank you, boys and girls, for your contributions that sup-
port Saint Michael Parish's efforts to send out missionary 
disciples to perform works of mercy for our brothers and 
sisters in need in Juarez, Mexico. 

I publish the banns of marriage between Patricia Mendoza Camacho of Saint Ignatius of Loyola Chapel, Baguio City, Philippines and 
Ronnie Austria Soriano, Jr. of this Parish. If you know of any cause or just impediment why these persons should not be joined together 
in Holy Matrimony, please declare it. This is for the third time of asking.


