NOVEMBER 24, 2019 | 34TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

SAINT MICHAEL PARISH
1208 11th Ave. SE, Olympia 98501
(360) 754-4667
www.saintmichaelparish.org

mass schedule & intentions
11.25 MONDAY

OFFICE HOURS
Monday–Thursday: 9am–5pm
Friday & Sunday: 9am–1pm (Closed Saturdays)

12Noon

CALVARY CEMETERY (360) 292-7138
3850 Cleveland Ave., Tumwater 98501

12Noon

ST. MICHAEL SCHOOL (360) 754-5131
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY (360) 352-7554
Wednesday & Friday: 1–3pm
CLOTHING BANK
Tuesday & Saturday: 9am–12Noon

(Donation station open 9am–4pm daily)

PREGNANCY AID (360) 956-7413
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri: 2–4pm, Wed 9am–12Noon
NORMAL MASS TIMES:

(Weekday Mass times often change – check schedule at
right)
DOWNTOWN:

1055 Boundary St. SE
Monday–Thursday: 12Noon
3rd Tuesday: 7pm (Spanish Mass)
Friday & Saturday: 9am
Saturday: 5pm
Sunday: 7:30am, 9:30am, 11:30am & 5pm
WESTSIDE CHAPEL:

1835 Overhulse Rd. NW
1st and 3rd Thursday: 6:30am
Sunday: 8:30am & 10:30am
2nd Sunday: 1:30pm (Vietnamese)
RECONCILIATION TIMES (DOWNTOWN):
Thursday: 11am | Saturday: 9:45am & 3pm
PASTOR:

Fr. Jim Lee
PAROCHIAL VICAR:

Fr. Lou Cunningham

Mike Reagan

U St. Joseph Chapel

11.26 TUESDAY
William Mike

U St. Joseph Chapel

11.27 WEDNESDAY
12Noon

Mark Royal

U St. Joseph Chapel

11.28 THURSDAY (Thanksgiving Day—No Reconciliation)
9am

Nida Martin & Family

Downtown Church

11.29 FRIDAY
9am

Anne Marie McKinney

U Downtown Church

11.30 SATURDAY (9:45am & 3pm Reconciliation)
9am

Nick Luckman

U Downtown Church

5pm

Alberto Cruz

U Downtown Church

12.1 SUNDAY
7:30am

Edwin Hicks

U Downtown Church

8:30am

John Luiz

U Westside Chapel

9:30am

Kathleen Moreland

U Downtown Church

10:30am

Andrew Butthorn

U Westside Chapel

11:30am

Kathleen Winkley

U Downtown Church

5pm

People of Saint Michael Parish

Downtown Church

Note: The parish office will be closed Thursday (Thanksgiving Day) and
Friday—November 28 & 29.
ADVENT MASS AND EVENING OF REFLECTION WITH
BISHOP DANIEL MUEGGENBORG

DEACONS:
Rob Rensel
John Bergford

This year we will celebrate the Solemnity of the Immaculate
Conception on Monday, December 9, beginning with Mass at 5:30pm
and followed by a one hour reflection on Mary, the Model Disciple.

MISSION
Our mission is to place God first in all things, to proclaim the
Gospel of Jesus Christ, and to grow in holiness through prayer,
sacraments, and service.

Cover: Jean-François Millet, The Angelus, 1859

follow us on facebook @saintmichael parish
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follow us on Instagram @smp.olympia

pastor’s notebook

I have been thinking a lot these days about
gratitude and thanksgiving, especially as
we have been involved in our “You Belong
Here” journey. I would suspect that for a
good number of folks in the parish, they
may not have really noticed or paid much
attention. That makes sense to me. There’s
so much that asks for our attention and
so much that can distract us from what is
really important.
The four elements of our journey: belong,
identity, gratitude and sacrificial love are
built on one another with Jesus as the
foundation. It is Jesus who invites us into
relationship with the Holy Trinity. It is Jesus who reveals to us our deepest identity
through his own being “beloved of the
Father.” It is Jesus who gives thanks and
praise to his heavenly Father as he institutes the Eucharist at the Last Supper and
abandons himself into his Father’s hands
on the cross. It is Jesus who truly lives the
meaning of sacrificial love, offering himself
so that we might live with God forever in
heaven.
Having said all that, I realize more and
more how absolutely essential gratitude
and thanksgiving are for a life of meaning,
purpose and joy.
I know I’m an old guy, but I still don’t get
the response that I hear almost always
these days when I say, “Thank you.” I hear
the response “No problem.”

of truly being appreciative, grateful and
acknowledging what the person has said
or done. Not only does it touch the heart of
the person who receives the thanks, it also
changes our hearts. It allows us to be both
receiver and giver. It is meant to establish
and deepen our encounter with the other.
I believe that this is one reason why the
church insists that we gather together as a
community of faith every Sunday and join
in the one sacred action of holy Thanksgiving -- the Eucharist. It is at this privileged
encounter when we supremely enter into
the most profound relationship of our

As I’m celebrating Eucharist with you, I am
sometimes confronted with my inability
to lead you to a moment and experience
of profound prayer and gratitude because
of my own inattentiveness to the mystery
before me. This brings me much pause as
I reflect on Thanksgiving Day. Just how
grateful and attentive am I in expressing
my gratitude? What is the depth of my
thanks?
I invite you to pray with and ponder your
own attentiveness to being grateful and
thankful to God, your family, your parishioners, your neighbors, your coworkers

“...I realize more and more how absolutely essential

gratitude and thanksgiving are for a life of meaning,
purpose and joy.”

lives. It is the moment most expressive of
Jesus’ sacrificial love and our response of
humble, yet totally inadequate thanksgiving, for how could we ever adequately
express our gratitude for God’s infinite love
for us and the gift of Jesus?

I remember the first time I heard that
response and I said to myself, “Am I a problem? Am I somehow an inconvenience to
this person who is waiting on me? Is my
thanking them, my gratitude for what they
just did, a problem for them?” Honestly,
I’m still confused about this and many other attitudes of our modern culture as well.

and those with whom you interact each
day. Let us seek to be more grateful for
even the smallest of blessings.
Lastly, I personally invite you to celebrate
9 AM Mass this Thursday giving thanks
to God for all God’s many blessings in our
lives especially during this past year.
In Christ, through the intercession of
Blessed Pier Giorgio, I give thanks for you
and I love you.

My point with all this rambling is the
importance of “intentionality” in being
grateful. I sense that all too often when
many folks say “thanks,” it’s just another
phrase like, “no problem.” There does not
seem to be much behind the word. It is
merely perfunctory.
Yet, being grateful is so very important
both to the person to whom you are giving
thanks, but also for yourself in the act

Fr. Jim Lee

Pastor
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Cookies & Socks Drive

WANTED: Cookies and white socks to be shared with those
incarcerated this Christmas season throughout the greater
western Washington area. Each year SMP parishioners
contribute cookies and socks to the Chaplain at
the Thurston County Jail, who provides bags of
Christmas cheer for men and women at five
Washington state jails.
Please contribute if you can. Drop off the
cookies and socks at the parish office during
business hours from December 9–18.
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CONTACT
Kim Kondrat at (360) 292-7106 or kkondrat@saintmichaelparish.org

Giving tree

The Christmas Giving program for the
children of the Tumwater School District
started in 1995 and moved to the Westside
Chapel in 2003. The downtown Christmas
Giving gift tags support Drexel House
residents and Catholic Community
Services clients.
The gift tags list the recipient's gender, age,
and a "wish list" of one to three gifts. Please
choose a tag and purchase one or more of
the gifts on the wish list. Return the gift(s)
with the original gift tag securely attached
to the gift. Please do not wrap the gift(s).
Since downtown and Westside support
different organizations, it is very important
that the gifts be returned to the same
place the tag came from. All gifts must
be brought to the downtown Christmas
Giving tree or to the Westside
Chapel by Sunday, December
15 so they can be gathered
and distributed in time for
Christmas.

Men’s Shelter Season

Carrying a Heavy Heart?

Do you have a heart to serve the homeless and are
interested in being part of this ministry? Whether you
wish to serve once a month, fill in, or more, your help and
presence will allow us to feed and shelter 12 homeless
men from November to the end of March. Our guests are
screened daily prior to being picked up and spend the
night at SMP in the Gathering Space from Monday to
Thursday night. They spend the rest of the weekend nights
at Sacred Heart Parish.

Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton Grief Support Group
Please note that this group is open to not only
those who are grieving, but to anyone who carries
a heavy heart for any reason, including the loss of a
loved one. The group meets on Saturday mornings
from 10am to 12pm. The eight consecutive weekly
meetings begin November 30.

WILL YOU HELP?

We cannot do this without YOUR help. We are looking for:
HOST I & II –Overnight volunteers
LEAD HOST – Setting up the meals and being present the
first part of the night
SACK LUNCHES – Prepare 14 sack lunches that our guests
can take with them the next day.
LAUNDRY ANGELS – To pick up and drop off laundry
such as bed sheets, pillow cases, and blankets (teams of 2).
If you are interested in being part of this ministry please
email Kim Kondrat at kkondrat@saintmichaelparish.org
with your availability to be added to the schedule or call
(360) 292-7106.

Interfaith Works
SHELTER MEALS

As the cold weather is upon us, our community needs our
help. Saint Michael Parish provides dinners six times per
month for the homeless at the Interfaith Works Shelter. We
could use more volunteers to drop off a meal for the shelter
once a month (or more if you'd like). If interested, please
contact Kim Kondrat at kkondrat@saintmichaelparish.org
or (360) 292-7106.

FAITH BASED SUPPORT GROUPS

St. Peregrine Cancer Support Group is currently
meeting. Cycles of six consecutive weekly meetings
are held regularly throughout the year on
Saturdays, 1–2:30pm.
Men grieve too!
Permitting yourself to honestly experience grief is
an important step towards healing, both for men or
women.
St. Catherine of Siena Miscarriage and Loss of infant
If you or someone you know suffered the loss of a
baby through miscarriage, still birth or neonatal
death, we have a safe place for you to come and talk
about your feelings. Knowing that losing a child
makes your heart break in places you never knew
existed, the Church wants to surround you with
faith, compassion and love in your time of need.
At Saint Mike’s we offer free one-on-one meetings
for both mothers and fathers, and remember —
no loss is too far removed in time. A faith-based
workbook will help you journal your thoughts and
the importance and sanctity of your child’s life and
your presence as parents.
All support groups and one-on-one support
are FREE and open to Catholics and non-Catholics
alike.

CONTACT

Bene Reece at breece@saintmichaelparish.org or
(360) 292-7143.
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Advent Small Groups
Week 3: Stay Awake

This week Mary Trotter, Steward for Catechesis of the
Good Shepherd, shares with us that in this week’s Gospel
Jesus admonishes us to “Stay awake!” When we are
drowsy we can neglect tasks or just end up doing the
bare minimum and we can lose focus on God’s plan for
us. God invites us to wake up and do His work, not later
but now. Stay awake! Be observant! Pay attention! Slow
down and open yourself to the needs and experiences of
others. Allow the grace of the Holy Spirit to flow through
you. How is the Holy Spirit calling you to be awake and
observant today?  
If you are unable to join the 400+ parishioners preparing
for Advent in small groups, you can follow along by
using the reflection sheets and videos posted on our
website at saintmichaelparish.org/facilitator-recources/

Adult Formation OPPORTUNITY
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd is a Montessoribased, developmentally focused faith formation
experience for children ages 3-12.

Adults who journey alongside children in this
ministry have the opportunity to immerse themselves
in an intense preparation of learning, prayer, and
fellowship. This adult formation will be offered in a
variety of parishes in our area again this year. It begins
January 4 and 5 and then meets one Saturday a month
until November, in which there is another Saturday
and Sunday of formation.

Is the Good Shepherd calling your name?
CONTACT
Mary Trotter at mtrotter@saintmichaelparish.org for
more information.

A FEW GROUPS THAT STILL HAVE OPENINGS:

CONTACT
Michaela Moreau at mmoreau@saintmichaelparish.org
or (360) 292-7104.

Living your Strengths
The Journey Continues

Saturday, December 7, 10am, Parish Center Room 6
UNDERSTANDING DOMAINS
We’ll be exploring more about the domains (categories)
of the Relationship Building themes (How do I connect
with people?):
Adaptability
Empathy
Individualization
Connectedness
Harmony
Positivity
Developer
Includer
Relator
And Strategic Thinking themes (How do I relate ideas?):
Analytical
Intellection
Learner
Context
Ideation
Strategic
Futuristic
Input
Come and learn how to explore and develop these talents
to bear more fruit in your life. All are welcome to join us!
CONTACT
Holly Jurica at smpstrengths@saintmichaelparish.org
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Parish Health Ministry
Series of Talks

Saint Michael Parish presents a series of monthly
health presentations promoting prevention, good food
choices and eating habits, physical fitness, spiritual
wellness, and more.

Saturday, December 7 at 10am, following 9am Mass
DECEMBER'S TALK: Medicare Planning with parishioner Brian Johnson. Free and open to everyone!
The mission of Parish
Health ministry is to promote
not only physical and emotional
health, but also to offer a spiritual
dimension of care, which is
necessary for the support and
comfort of souls and the healing
of the whole person.
CONTACT
Annalise Moreau or Sydney Wolf at amoreau@saintmichaelparish.org

Photo by Brooke Lark on Unsplash

EDGE Parents Small Group—meets during EDGE on
Wednesday evenings
Friday Evening Faith & Friends—meets in Lacey
St. Joseph Small Group—meets at the downtown church
Saturdays at 10am (childcare available)
Parents of School Aged Kids—meets Tuesday at 8:15am
(childcare available)
Holy Oly Small Group (for Catholics and nonCatholics)— meets Thursdays at 10am

DUSK - to - DAWN
THANK YOU to all the teens that came out to our first

service project. You have helped so many families with
your generosity. Thank you for your willingness to say
yes. We look forward to our next service project on
December 7.

EDGE does not meet this week.
Have a wonderful Thanksgiving with your family!

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 20, 7:30pm to
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 21, 8am

Movies, skating rink, dinner-on-the-go,
sunrise breakfast, gym games, root beer
floats, video games, ping pong, foosball,
and much more.
Permission slips due December 14.

WHO NEEDS SLEEP!
Contact: Brandon Jones at (360) 292-7108

Financial Peace University
WE ARE THANKFUL FOR:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Completing this current FPU class and meeting
awesome new friends
Opportunity to continue the journey with FPU
monthly Alumni meetings
Saint Michael Parish and its support of the
individuals and families to offer this information for
parishioners and non- parishioners
Ending this year with new information empowered to
financial freedom
Saint Michael Parish offers scholarships to
parishioners to take this course – contact fpu@
stmichaelparish.org
Free childcare is available while you attend class
Opportunity to begin 2020 with two class options

ADVENT FE STIVAL
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 1
10:30am – 12:30pm | SCHOOL GYM
Games | Activities | Crafts | Advent Wreaths
Advent, a time of expectant waiting and preparation for
the celebration of the coming of Jesus into our lives. Join
together with families of F.A.I.T.H. to joyously prepare for
the season of Advent. There will be crafts, games, activities
and resources for families with children ages Pre-K through
5th grade. You can even dress as the Holy Family and pose
at the manger for a family Christmas photo.

SIGN UP FOR WINTER 2020 CLASS:
January 14 thru March 10, 2020—Tuesdays, 6–8 pm (Free
childcare available). Visit fpu.com/1103275
– or –
SIGN UP FOR SPRING 2020 CLASS:
April 16 thru June 11, 2020—Thursdays, 7–9pm (Free childcare available). Visit fpu.com/1092061
Scholarships available for parishioners—Contact fpu@
saintmichaelparish.org. Attendees can be from the parish
or the wider community. Invite family or friends who
want to become debt free.
FPU ALUMS: Have you signed up on SMP Connect yet?
Add Financial Peace University Group to your profile at
smpconnect.ccbchurch.com. FPU Alumni Gathering every fourth Saturday of the month, 10am–noon in the Parish Center. Small nibbles to share are always welcome!

O COME, EMMANUEL
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St. Michael Parish School
"A family of families"

Dear Saint Michael Parishioners,
St. Michael Parish School is deeply committed to providing access to Catholic
education. With this crucial goal and commitment in mind, thank you for your
insightful responses to our survey. Our Tuition Task Force is processing your
survey responses as we continue working toward the goal within our parish
strategic initiative to provide full funding for Catholic school education.
In addition to the Parish Grant to the School and our reduced Partner in the
Mission tuition rate, we currently provide access to our school by providing tuition assistance for families demonstrating financial need. Families who request
tuition assistance for the 2020-2021 school year are invited to apply for tuition
assistance through the Fulcrum Foundation Tuition Assistance Grant Program.
Both Fulcrum and St. Michael Parish School use the same application process
and timeline. By applying to Fulcrum, you are also applying for local tuition
assistance through St. Michael Parish School. The Fulcrum Foundation is once
again partnering with FACTS to manage the collection and processing of tuition assistance applications. The tuition assistance application can be accessed
at https://online.factsmgt.com/signin/4CDW0.
The tuition assistance application window is now open and closes on January
8, 2020. If you plan to apply for tuition assistance for the 2020-2021 school year,
then you need to apply by January 8, 2020. The amount of each Fulcrum grant
is $1,300. Award letters from the Fulcrum Foundation will then be mailed out
on March 3, 2020.
Are you thinking of a Catholic education for your children but you have some
questions? I invite you to call us at (360) 754-5131 and schedule a tour with a
Parent Ambassador to see the beauty of Catholic teaching and learning in
action. Also, please mark your calendars for our January 26th Open House
from 11am–1pm. At this special event you will be able to meet all of our teachers,
visit each of our classrooms, and learn what makes our St. Michael Parish
School community so special.
Blessings,
Connor Geraghty

Pope John Paul II High School is hiring for the position of Communications
and Recruitment Officer. The successful candidate will become part of a
small, highly motivated team, committed to Catholic education and focused
on increasing Pope John Paul II High School’s enrollment and profile in the
community. For more information visit seattlearchdiocese.org/Jobs or call (360)
438-7600. Apply today!
Download our app! Text smpgive app to 77977 | Text smpgive to 77977 for simple online giving!
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Advent Retreat FOR WOMEN OF FAITH

“I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in
darkness but will have the light of life.” John 8:12
December 6, 7pm–December 8, 3pm at Sursum Corda Retreat
Center, Copalis Beach, WA
This retreat will focus on finding God’s light in the midst of personal challenges and worldly darkness. Carol Guenther, M.Div.
will facilitate the weekend which combines large group sessions,
personal time, beach time, Sunday Eucharist and meals.
Sursum Corda is a 22 bed, private retreat center on the north
shore of the Olympic Peninsula (90 minutes from Olympia). A
free will offering will be taken up at the end of the retreat—women should not let cost prevent them from attending.
To register, contact Carol at Sursumcorda@coastaccess.com or
(360) 940-9139. Registration deadline is December 1. More info at
SursumCordaRetreats.com.

Life in the Holy Spirit INFO SESSION
Jesus promised life in the Holy Spirit – but what is that?

Find out on Saturday, December 7, 10–11:30am at St. Thomas Parish, 4415 S. 140th St, Tukwila. Sponsored by Western Washington
Catholic Charismatic Renewal.
CONTACT
Jean at 206-364-2272 or Virginia at 206-214-5671.

Come and See

Jesus asked them, "What are you looking for?" (John 1:38)
Is there an emptiness you long to fill? Are you searching for
authentic community? Do you long to understand the meaning of it all?
Jesus invites you to "Come, and you will see." (John 1:39)
Whatever it is that you seek, Jesus invites you to come and
see where he is staying. Come journey with us and explore
together God’s call to live in newness of life.

Newcomer Orientation
Sunday, December 15, after the 9:30am Mass

Meet your hosts by the baptismal font right after Mass for a
tour of the facilities, a meet & greet with the pastor, and some
coffee and donuts! If you are new to Saint Michael Parish or
have questions about membership (or anything else), please
join us. We can't wait to meet you!

To learn more about becoming Catholic please contact
Andrew Casad, Steward for Christian Initiation, at (360)
292.7127 or acasad@saintmichaelparish.org

Photo by Nils on Unsplash

Subscribe to us on YouTube at: https://bit.ly/2IJIrkS
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please pray for:

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE
July 1, 2019 – June 30, 2020
Donations Received as of November 10, 2019
Sunday Stewardship

$40,921

Online Giving

$32,010

Sunday Loose Donations

$1 , 4 5 4

Holy Days

$10

Youth (Little House)

$52

Total Offertory
Total Year-to-Date
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$74,447
$1,083,686

Anne Barroll
Cath T.
Antoinette
Robert Wheeler ,
Brandy
Dyson Family
Michael Heelan
Laurie Isaksen
Elizabeth H.
Tanya Weber
Christine Fernandes
Gregory Patnude
Bill Wiskirken
Leone Family
St. Peregrine Group
Kathy Nikula
Michael
Ann Greene
Sharee Ruse
Russell Hendrick
Terri McCarthy
Julie Hairston
V. L. Patrick Family
Rosanne Burns
George Michael
June Hendrick
Sylvia Boyn
Felix Noel
Joan Bykonen
Leslie Anne Bykonen
Kendall
Michel Pinier
Irene Baker
Remigius Tauor
Mack Wysocki
Donald V.
Annie Baldwin
Gerald Nault
Dominica McCoy
Madelyn Palzer
Samantha Allen
Molly Rector
Tami Grant
Tom Hinchcliffe
Chris Louis Petrillo
Rebecca & Dennis Robison
Aaron Ketola
Charlotte White
Miranda Sharp

Hunter
James Sharp
Hene Sharp
Nino Sharp
John Byrne (JB) and family
David LaFond
Francisco Huidor-Figueroa
Pam, Emily & Ben
Lally Joseph
Raoul
Louie Marchegini
Michael & Family
Lance Burns
Michael Mauss
Jeff Jaggars
Shayne Kinner
David Kinner
Miguel Morales
Sharon & Lloyd Posnikoff
Cathy Steffen
Mason Helt
Pat Daly
Crystal Rojo
Patti Leininger
Whitney
Joshua Roberts
Brian Barkis
Betsy Pasquesi
Jennifer B.
Baby Ellie
Marita Herrera
Jim & Nancy Cosgrove
Mark Majors
Franci Burg
Birdie Fisher
Linda Cosgrove
Erich Kecht
Marge Pool
Sabine Reynolds & Family
Kevin Collins
Sid Nelson
Richard Monohon
Robert Kelly
Katherine Galbraith
Wendell Carlson
Lucas Oakland
Jan Putnam
John Ghorpade
Maricela Huidor-Figueroa

To submit prayer requests, call the parish office or submit
your request via our website. If you or someone you know is
homebound and wishes to receive Holy Communion, please
call Benedetta Reece at (360) 292-7143 or Dcn. Terry
Barber at Sacred Heart Parish at (360) 491-0890.

