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DATE INTENTION

Tuesday, April 21 Kilistina Filipo U Fr. Jim

Bernie Skahil U Fr. Lou

Wednesday, April 22 Patricia Hruska U Fr. Jim

Barbara Juffila Fr. Lou

Thursday, April 23 William Mike U Fr. Lou

Dave Powell U Fr. Jim

Friday, April 24 Dorene Naccaroto U Fr. Jim

Raymond Hegel U Fr. Lou

Saturday, April 25 John Wirskirken U Fr. Lou

Edward Mike U Fr. Jim

Sunday, April 26 Elaine Thorton U Fr. Jim

Pro Populo Fr. Lou

Monday, April 27 Irene Allin U Fr. Jim

Vocations to Priesthood Fr. Lou

Tuesday, Apri 28 Dolores Foch U Fr. Lou

Lucas Oakland & Joshua 
Roberts Fr. Jim

NORMAL MASS TIMES (Once permitted to resume): 
DOWNTOWN:  
1055 Boundary St. SE

Monday–Thursday: 12NooN

Friday & Saturday: 9am

Saturday: 5pm

Sunday: 7:30am, 9:30am, 11:30am & 5pm

WESTSIDE CHAPEL:  
1835 Overhulse Rd. NW

1st and 3rd Thursday: 6:30am

Sunday: 8:30am & 10:30am 
2nd Sunday: 1:30pm (Vietnamese)
RECONCILIATION TIMES (DOWNTOWN): 
Thursday: 11am | Saturday: 9:45am & 3–4:45pm

PASTOR: 
Fr. Jim Lee
PAROCHIAL VICAR: 
Fr. Lou Cunningham
DEACONS: 
Rob Rensel 
John Bergford

MISSION
Our mission is to place God first in all things, to proclaim the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ, and to grow in holiness through prayer, 
sacraments, and service.

1208 11th Ave. SE, Olympia 98501 
(360) 754-4667 
www.saintmichaelparish.org

OFFICE HOURS 
Monday–Thursday: 9am–5pm 
Friday: 9am–1pm

CALVARY CEMETERY (360) 292-7138 
3850 Cleveland Ave., Tumwater 98501

ST. MICHAEL SCHOOL (360) 754-5131

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY (360) 352-7554 
Wednesday & Friday:  1–3pm

CLOTHING BANK 
Closed until further notice 

PREGNANCY AID  (360) 956-7413  
Closed until further notice

SAINT MICHAEL PARISH mass intentions

Cover: William Dyce (1806-1864), The Good Shepherd

follow us on Instagram @smp.olympiafollow us on facebook @saintmichael parish

In accordance with Canon Law (945ff), Fr. Jim and Fr. Lou are 
offering their Mass for different intentions to continue to fulfill 
the intentions received by parishioners weekly. We are currently 
backlogged on Mass intentions, as priests are only allowed to 
celebrate one Mass each Sunday in the absence of a congregation. 
The following intentions have been offered on the date originally 
scheduled, or at the earliest opportunity of the priest.

We would like to stay in touch with every parishioner! If there are 
any changes in your contact information, please contact Mona at 
mbishop@saintmichaelparish.org or call her at (360) 292-7141.
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pastor’s notebook

Fr. Jim Lee
Pastor

ON VOCATIONS

We are halfway through the Easter season on 
our way to the great celebration of Pentecost. 
These 50 days of rejoicing are meant to steep 
us ever more deeply in the mysteries of the 
Resurrection. Though we might be under 
quarantine, the joy and the power of the 
risen Christ cannot be quarantined. There is 
simply too much goodness in Christ’s victory 
over sin and death.

The Gospel on the fourth Sunday of Easter 
always comes from the 10th chapter of John 
where Jesus speaks of himself as the Good 
Shepherd. In art, Jesus is often depicted as 
carrying the lost sheep on his shoulders. 
This is an apt image for us during these days 
of the COVID-19 pandemic. Who of us has 
not felt lost from time to time? Lost because 
our routines are up-ended. Lost because 
school is closed. Lost because we have lost 
our job. Lost because we can’t see family or 
friends. Lost because we can’t receive the 
Sacraments, most especially Holy Eucharist. 
Yes, we need Jesus the Good Shepherd to 
lead us to green pastures and ultimately to 
heaven.

Today is also the World Day of Prayer for 
vocations to the Priesthood and Religious 
Life. Fr. Lou told me that he will be preaching 
on vocations and our need not only to pray 
for vocations, but to encourage vocations 
in our families, with our children and our 
grandchildren, to be on the lookout for those 
young men and women who we feel would 
be a good priest, religious sister or have a 
vocation to a religious community like the 
Benedictines at St. Martin’s Abbey.

In preparation for Good Shepherd Sunday, 
we were invited to share our own reflections 
regarding the priesthood. They asked, “What 
are you grateful for in your priesthood?” I 
have found this very fruitful in my prayer. 
Simply put, “I am blessed.”

I’m grateful for the privilege to celebrate the 
Sacraments of the Church. I’m grateful to 
celebrate Eucharist on behalf of the people 
of God and offer sacrifice to our heavenly 
Father.

I’m grateful and humbled to be able to 
celebrate the Sacrament of Penance and to 
reconcile God’s people to God, to the Church 
and to one another. I’m grateful that I can 

participate in some small way in the spiritual 
healing of souls. I am overwhelmed why God 
would ask me to be His instrument.

I’m grateful for the opportunity to have 
baptized so many children and adults in the 
life-giving waters of salvation. In every parish 
I have served both in the United States and 
in Tanzania, baptisms have always been a 
source of great joy and delight.

One of the most intense moments of my 
life was the Easter vigil at Ndoleleji, 1979. 
As we lit the new fire outside the church 
in pitch black darkness because there was 
no electricity, the eyes of the Elect shone 
brightly in anticipation as we then lit the 
Paschal candle and processed into the dark 
church. It was past midnight by the time the 
readings were finished as we sat in the light 
of the Paschal candle, the only light in the 
church.

Then we blessed the baptismal font which 
was made of cinder building blocks with a 
blue tarp inside to hold the water. It was into 
this tomb-like structure that, one by one, all 
48 of the adults entered to be fully immersed 

with their sponsor on one side and me on the 
other while I prayed, “I baptize you in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Spirit.” Together with the sponsor 
we lifted the newly baptized up from the 
water, their entire bodies dripping and 
shining in the light of the Paschal candle. 
The entire church shook with the beating 
of drums, with singing and the thunderous 
shouting of “Alleluia” again, and again and 
again. I felt as if heaven opened up and we 
were absorbed into the communion of saints 
surrounded by choirs of angels.

With sacred chrism dripping from their 
heads and its sweet smell filling the church, 
they approached the altar to receive Holy 
Communion for the very first time, sharing 
with all those who had gathered to pray and 
rejoice with them. By the time I prayed the 
final blessing and sent them forth with the 
triple “Alleluia,” the sun was beginning to 
rise. I felt as if I had been transported to the 
very threshold of the temple in heaven.

What makes me grateful for my priesthood? 
That Easter vigil was 41 years ago. There is no 
way that I could possibly share with you all 
the ways that God has blessed me as a priest 
since. There is no way that I could somehow 
give God thanks enough for this vocation of 
priesthood.

As I prepare to celebrate my 45th anniversary 
of ordination on May 17, I want to encourage 
any young man who in any way whatsoever 
has an inkling that God might be calling 
them to priesthood, to pursue it, to not take it 
for granted, to not think it some crazy notion 
or that people will think you odd. Speak to 
Fr. Lou or myself. God might be calling you 
to the greatest adventure that you could 
possibly imagine. Jesus Christ is the one and 
only High Priest. Fr. Lou and I share in that 
one priesthood, unworthy as we are. We only 
experience a glimpse, the slightest taste of 
what Jesus has in store for his disciples and 
as his priests.

Please pray for priests. Please pray for 
vocations to the priesthood and to the 
religious life in service of the Church and 
of the world.

In Christ, through the intercession of Blessed 
Pier Giorgio, I love you.
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Ask Fr. Lou

5

WHAT’S IT BEEN LIKE SAYING MASS DURING THE 
QUARANTINE?  

Every time we come to Mass (and pray liturgically in general!) 
all Christians “taking part in the Eucharistic sacrifice, which is 
the fount and apex of the whole Christian life, they offer the 
Divine Victim to God, and offer themselves along with It. Thus, 
both by reason of the offering and through Holy Communion 
all take part in this liturgical service, not indeed, all in the same 
way but each in that way which is proper to himself" (Lumen 
Gentium 11). 
This builds on the great patrimony of the Church that the 
Second Vatican Council Fathers wrote: “the Church, there-
fore, earnestly desires that Christ's faithful, when present at 
this mystery of faith, should not be there as strangers or silent 
spectators; on the contrary, through a good understanding of 
the rites and prayers they should take part in the sacred action 
conscious of what they are doing, with devotion and full collab-
oration. They should be instructed by God's Word and be nour-
ished at the table of the Lord's body; they should give thanks to 
God; by offering the Immaculate Victim, not only through the 
hands of the priest, but also with him, they should learn also to 
offer themselves; through Christ the Mediator, they should be 
drawn day by day into ever more perfect union with God and 
with each other, so that finally God may be all in all” (Sacro-
sanctum Concilium, 48).  
Our liturgical prayer (and prayer in general) is always directed 
towards God. With each other and called by the Lord, in unique 
and varied ways, we come together to turn towards the Lord 
where we receive our communion. The priest does not become 
the object of our prayer (like we are praying to the priest!), but 
that he leads and directs our prayer to the Father through the 
priesthood of Jesus Christ. The prayer is always directed to the 

Father in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit through Our 
Lord Jesus Christ (doesn’t 
this sound like the familiar 
ending we hear during our 
liturgical prayer). Fr. Jim 
mentioned that he found it striking one of his former parochi-
al vicars mentioned at one point that the Eucharistic Prayer is 
always directed to the Heavenly Father.  The biggest thing, for 
me, was getting back into a rhythm and really trying to make 
the Mass a prayer instead of staring at the screen, which I am 
so habituated to do as a millennial! 
Bishop Barron recently wrote an article called The Quarantine’s 
Three Lessons about the Church (see page 7/8). I found it to be 
a really great reflection on this Good Shepherd Sunday. In it, he 
talks about the symbiotic relationship between a priest and the 
people that God has given to him to be led together to Jesus. 
In it he writes “priests indeed bring Christ to their parishioners 
through preaching, presence, and Sacrament, but the people 
also give life to the priests, sustaining them with prayer and 
friendship. Keeping the people away from their priests is just 
bad for both people and priests, for they are, in the Mystical 
Body, ordered toward one another.”  As we have grown into this 
weird reality together, it has been a comfort to know that even 
though I can’t see—and/or shouldn’t be staring at the screen 
during daily Mass—Christ’s Faithful (you!) are still really and 
truly uniting yourselves to Jesus’ offering to the Father as I offer 
the Mass. This has made me all the more desire to ensure that 
I am focusing on praying the prayers with a true spirit of prayer 
and love for the Lord: so that as God’s Pilrgim People, we are 
constantly journeying together in the same direction: towards 
the Lord!

FOR FURTHER READING SEE:
Lumen Gentium, especially paragraph 11! 

Spiritus et Sponsa, John Paul II 

Do you have a question? Email Fr. Lou at office@
saintmichaelparish.org and he will try to briefly answer it for 
you and the parish. If you have a question about the faith, 
others probably do, too. 

Q:

mailto:https://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-ii_const_19641121_lumen-gentium_en.html?subject=
mailto:https://adoremus.org/2003/12/04/spiritus-et-sponsa/?subject=
mailto:office%40saintmichaelparish.org?subject=
mailto:office%40saintmichaelparish.org?subject=
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C H I L D R E N ' S 
LITURGY OF THE 

WORD

This ministry is an opportunity for children in 
grades Kindergarten through 3rd grade to ex-
perience God’s Word during Mass, presented 
in a way they can understand and apply to 
their lives. The purpose is to lead children to, 
“full, conscious, and active participation” in 
the liturgy.
During Mass the children are dismissed to a 
separate space where they can have this op-
portunity. During this time that we are unable 
to attend Mass I invite you to take some time 
to break open the word with your children.
For our children, the Gospel and readings 
have been prepared by the National Confer-
ence of Catholic Bishops' Committee on the 
Liturgy in such a way that it does not alter the 
meaning, but is easier for them to understand. 
These readings have been approved for use in 
U.S. dioceses by the Conference of Catholic 
Bishops and confirmed by the Apostolic See. 
You can see the  children's version here.
After hearing the Gospel, discussing some 
of the following topics with your children will 
help them to understand and apply it to their 
lives.

OPENING PRAYER: 

Dear Jesus, Thank you for being our friend, 
our helper and our teacher. Help us today to 
be the boys and girls that you want us to be. 
Help us grow to make your world a better place 
like you did. Help us Jesus to be like you. In 
your name we pray. 
REFLECTION:

Here is a story: The New Bookbag 
Janey loved her new bookbag. She was so 
proud of its shiny zippers and the cool pockets. 
On the bus on the first day of school, she made 
certain that all the kids saw it. She held it out 
to her best friend and said, “Look Billy, isn’t it 
cool?” Billy mumbled something that sounded 
like, “Ya, cool.” Some of Janey’s excitement 
seemed to melt away. Billy sounded kind of 
quiet. “What’s wrong, Billy?” Billy answered, 
“Nothing—nothing you can fix anyway.” Janey 
knew that Billy’s family wasn’t like hers but 
didn’t know what to say. “What do you mean?” 
she finally asked. Billy said, “Well my family 

talked and we decided that we wanted to give 
some money to the mission at our church. So 
this year I have to use my brother’s old bag. 
But it is ok. Sometimes I feel kind of jealous 
but I am glad anyhow.” Janey wondered 
even more. Why would someone use an old 
bookbag and give money away? What did Billy 
mean? She asked, “Why would you give away 
your money? Why are you glad, Billy?” The 
response came quickly, “Because somebody 
needed the money more than us.” Janey 
thought about this a lot. Finally she asked 
her next door neighbor, Mr. Miller. Mr. Miller 
always seemed to have time to talk with Janey 
when other adults were too busy. Mr. Miller 
considered Janey’s question for a long time. 
“Well, Janey, sometimes it is more important 
to think of what someone else needs rather 
than what you want.” Mr. Miller continued, 
“We try to be like Jesus who came to earth 
and gave his entire life for us. So in a little way, 
giving to others and not getting everything 
that we want is sort of like doing what Jesus 
did for us.” Janey asked, “So I can act like 
Jesus?” “Yes,” Mr. Miller said, “in a way, we 
honor Jesus by giving to others.” Janey smiled, 
“That is what I want too Mr. Miller. I want to be 
like Jesus.” Mr. Miller grinned back and said, 
“I think Jesus is happy to hear you say that.” 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 

Today Jesus told us he is the gate. He is telling 
us that he is our role model that we should be 
like him. In this story, Janey learns one way she 
might be able to try to be like Jesus. 
What other ways can we try to be like Jesus? 
How do you feel when you try to be like Jesus? 
Why do we want to be like Jesus? 

SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT: 

Together families can decide to be like Jesus 
just like a single person can try to act this 
way. What can you do together that will show 
the world we want to be like Jesus? Today, 
together, think of one act of kindness that 
will show someone else the love of Jesus. 
Who benefited the most — your family or the 
recipient of your kindness?

http://saintmichaelparish.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/gospel_5.pdf
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One silver lining for me during 
this weird coronavirus shutdown 
has been the opportunity to re-
turn to some writing projects 

that I had left on the back-burner. One of 
these is a book on the Nicene Creed, which 
I had commenced many months ago and on 
which I was making only very slow progress, 
given my various pastoral and administrative 
responsibilities. The last several weeks, I have 
been working in a rather concentrated way on 
the Creed book, and I find myself currently 
in the midst of the section on the Church: “I 
believe in one, holy, Catholic, and apostolic 
Church.” I will confess that the peculiar way 
that we have been forced to express the life of 
the Church during this quarantine period has 
influenced my ecclesiological reflection.
A first insight is this: we are an intensely, ines-
capably Eucharistic church. One of the most 
difficult moments that I’ve had as a bishop 
was participating in the decision to close our 
churches and to shut down the celebration of 

Mass with a community. Mind you, it was the 
right decision. I emphatically disagree with 
those who argue that the bishops caved in to 
the pressure of the secular state in making 
this determination. That’s nonsense. There 
are some very real tensions between Church 
and state and sometimes we have to make a 
stand—a good example being our vigorous op-
position here in California to the legislature’s 
attempt to violate the seal of confession. But 
this is not one of those cases. Instead, we 
bishops agreed with the secular authorities 
that the churches should be closed, precisely 
for the well-being of our people. Having said 
that, the suspension of public Mass has been 
painful for everyone—and the principal rea-
son for that pain is the forced fasting from the 
Eucharist.
Sensing this, innumerable priests and bish-
ops all over the country—indeed, around the 
world—commenced to live-stream or film the 
liturgy, broadcasting it over Facebook, You-
Tube, or on television. The reaction to these 

THE QUARANTINE’S THREE LESSONS ABOUT THE CHURCH
by Bishop Robert Barron, April 28, 2020
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representations of the Mass has been overwhelming. To give 
just one example, at Word on Fire, we started filming daily 
Mass on St. Patrick’s Day, and we’ve continued to the present, 
acquiring in the process well over five million views from over 
two hundred countries. Some priests have, furthermore, pro-
cessed through the quiet streets with the Blessed Sacrament, 
while Catholics look on from their homes; others have placed 
the monstrance with the consecrated host in the windows of 
their residences and rectories so that people can venerate 
the Sacrament as they walk or drive by. And wasn’t the whole 
Catholic world fascinated by Pope Francis, standing in the rain 
and facing an empty St. Peter’s Square, as he blessed us, via 
television and social media, with the Eucharist?
To be sure, none of these mitigated encounters with the Eu-
charistic Lord is a substitute for the real thing—and that’s the 
point. The abstention from the Eucharist—which began, fit-
tingly enough, during Lent—has awakened a profound hunger 
for what Vatican II called “the source and summit of the Chris-
tian life.” Perhaps too many Catholics had grown indifferent 
to the Blessed Sacrament, even, as a recent Pew Forum study 
indicated, ignorant of its deepest significance; and perhaps this 
forced starvation will have a salutary effect.
A second ecclesiological insight is this: priests are in an in-
tensely symbiotic relationship with their people. Everyone 
knows that priests have been passing through a difficult peri-
od, practically without precedent in the history of the Church. 
The scandals of the past twenty-five years, culminating in the 
McCarrick outrage, have soured many against priests and have 
made priests extremely vulnerable to the charge of clericalism. 
Without denying for a moment that these reactions and im-
pressions are, to a degree, legitimate, I want to insist once again 
that the vast, vast majority of priests are decent, prayerful men, 
who want nothing more than to bring Christ to their people. 
And this coronavirus quarantine has powerfully confirmed this 
for me. During the course of the shutdown, I have personally 
reached out by phone or by Skype or Zoom to all the priests of 
my region. Like everybody else, they’re a little antsy and bored, 
and their routines have been interrupted. But time and again, 
they tell me that their greatest frustration is not being able 
to have steady contact with their people. Priests indeed bring 
Christ to their parishioners through preaching, presence, and 
Sacrament, but the people also give life to the priests, sustain-
ing them with prayer and friendship. Keeping the people away 
from their priests is just bad for both people and priests, for 
they are, in the Mystical Body, ordered toward one another.
A third and final insight is that the Church is stubbornly incar-
national. At the heart of the Catholic sensibility is the convic-
tion that God became flesh in Jesus Christ. And Catholicism 
teaches that the presence of the risen Jesus is made known 
through words to be sure, but also through physical signs—wa-
ter, oil, bread, wine, etc.—delivered by human hands and ac-
companied by bodily gestures. At the liturgy, we are meant to 
come together in close proximity so that we can pray in unison, 

sing in unison, process together, embrace one another, ges-
ture in harmony with each other. In all of this, the incarnational 
quality of the Church becomes concretely expressed. And this 
is what has made the last six weeks so particularly difficult for 
Catholics. Our faith is not primarily an internal business, some-
thing negotiated between the individual and the invisible Lord. 
Rather, it shows up physically and publicly, through bodies. 
Once again, I would hope that our fasting from togetherness 
will heighten our appreciation for this incarnational density of 
our faith.
So Catholics, don’t get discouraged. Rather, use this time of 
deprivation and abstention to awaken a deeper love for the 
Church in its Eucharistic, symbiotic, and incarnational distinc-
tiveness.
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Question: 
The music feels "different" right now! I know things are 
inherently different because of COVID-19; but is this the 
new normal?

Answer:
This is a great question, and an opportune time for us to 
show you a sneak peak behind the scenes of our music 

ministry right now! 

THE PLANNING
Prior to COVID-19, each of our 

Music Staff (Andrew, Erika & Bob) 
would plan music for our seven 

Masses weeks in advance. We all 
consider and pray about the Scripture 

readings, the Antiphons, the season of the 
Church, the common music we all know and 

love at each Mass time, etc. 
Now, we start each week with a Zoom call, time for prayer and 

reflecting, and an in-depth conversation of what music serves the whole parish 
within one Mass! With so many diverse ensembles and musical styles in our parish, 
this is a big challenge and a great opportunity!! Imagine considering how to incorporate 
hymnody, folk music, chant, praise music, and Life Teen music all into one liturgy (with only room for four 
selections: Entrance, Offertory, Communion, & Sending Forth). We must consider a lot of factors: what 
people can easily sing at home; what music brings comfort during this time; what would be great to have the 
whole parish learn together; what lifts the soul to God; what is Catholic!

THE PREPARATION
Then comes all of the work to make our liturgical mu-
sic excellent and participatory. We prepare the worship 
aid, providing as many tools for home-participation as we 
can! Andrew spends a portion of the week in InDesign 
creating graphics and worship aids to help people sing 
music that may be unfamiliar! John, our Liturgy Techni-
cian in the soundbooth, loads lyrics so they can overlay in 
the livestream.

Then comes rehearsal! As we're only allowed our three music staff at 
the Church on Sunday morning, what was previously a dozen or more 
musicians sharing the workload of a Mass is now just three! This means we 
have to get creative! We all have to play instruments (sometimes multiple 
within a Mass); we have to plan time to travel to/from the organ; we all 
have to play and sing in musical styles previously foreign to us!

CORNERMUSIC
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ON SUNDAYS
Sunday starts early: our tech crew (John & Andrew) gets things 
rolling for the livestream at 7am; by 8am our musicians are in the 
building rehearsing and arranging music for the Mass. By 9am 
we've got the stream up and running, and we either improvize 

or prepare a half-hour of prayerful music while we wait for our 
community to gather with us online.

At 9:30am, Mass begins! Our music team is constantly monitoring the livestream 
and making sure our community is with us. John is running about the soundbooth 
operating lyrics, adjusting sound, operating the light board, and transitioning 
the cameras (it's a BIG job!). On top of all that, we have our amazing parish 
staff in their homes monitoring the livestream, notifying us of any issues or 
adjustments needed, and moderating the chatroom to make sure it remains a 
prayerful space.

Many have also asked if the staff working on 
Sunday mornings receive communion. We do 

not! Although we're present in the sanctuary 
to serve the liturgy, we're in solidarity with our 
parish families at home in this Eucharistic fast. 
We're praying the Prayer of Spiritual Communion right 
along with our parish family. We too long for the day we can gather again 
and receive the Eucharist. 

AFTER MASS
Our team's work doesn't end when Mass ends! We're engaging with faithful from 

both Olympia and around the nation who are tuning into the SMP Youtube Channel 
for Mass. We make sure the livestream remains available online, that we're compliant with license requirements, 
and that our online presence remains a place of engagement and evangelization!

THE FUTURE
Like much of our day-to-day life right now, the future is still revealing itself! We will 
continue to offer the livestream, planning music that can balance the many prayerful 
styles of our diverse Saint Michael Parish community! 
We're also making plans to pray alongside our music ministers and set a course for 
transitioning back into worshiping together. This will kick off with an online retreat on 
May 25th with The Vigil Project—a Nashville-based Catholic worship ensemble who 
is regarded for their work inspiring a creative musical renewal deeply rooted in both 
Catholic tradition and contemporary music. Please pray for our music ministers during 
this time, and if you're feeling called to join us on retreat (and are not yet part of the music 
ministry) please reach out to Andrew Goldstein at agoldstein@saintmichaelparish.org.
While the pews may be empty right now, we both feel and know that the faithful still 
gather with us each and every Sunday (and daily for Mass on Facebook Live)! Thank 
you for your patience and prayers during this time, and for your openness to where the 
Holy Spirit is guiding us! And a special thanks to our music ministers, who still gather at 
home to make beautiful music in their home churches each Sunday.

mailto:agoldstein%40saintmichaelparish.org%20?subject=
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Rachel's Corner
HOPE & HEALING AFTER ABORTION

Easter Greetings, from Project Rachel!
“Dear sister, dear brother, even if in your heart you have buried 
hope, do not give up: God is greater. Darkness and death do not 
have the last word. Be strong, for with God nothing is lost!”

– Pope Francis’ Easter Vigil homily, April 11, 2020
Yes—hope and healing are possible. Why not come on a Rachel’s 
Vineyard™ Retreat and let him show you? Let Him hold you 
and welcome you home. 
Fall 2020 Retreat:
September 18–20 
Call for a compassionate, confidential conversation.
(206) 920-6413 | projectrachel@ccsww.org | Visit ccsww.org/
projectrachel or facebook.com/projectrachelww
Project Rachel is a program of Catholic Community  
Services. You are loved with an everlasting love!

Shoulder to Shoulder
PARISHIONERS HELPING PARISHIONERS

How many times have we heard Fr. Jim marvel at the generosity 
of Saint Michael parishioners? We are blessed to be a family of 
families who truly care about one another. That spirit of generosity 
is clearly demonstrated in the Shoulder to Shoulder ministry, 
which works through a special fund set up to help parishioners 
who are struggling financially.

Parishioners who find themselves in a financial crisis simply com-
plete a confidential application, which is then screened by a com-
mittee of parishioners who, in turn, make a funding recommen-
dation to Fr. Jim. If approved, the parish issues a check directly to 
the service provider–the doctor, landlord or roof repair company, 
etc.– not the applicant.

Applications are available on the parish website and are held in 
strict confidence.

Questions about applying for Shoulder to Shoulder help?

Call Chris Peterson, Parish Administrator at (360) 754-4667.

Small Groups
SMALL GROUPS CONTINUE TO MEET!

Christ is risen! During this past Lent most groups 
continued to meet even though we were all practicing 
social distancing and staying home. What a blessing 
ZOOM has been! Thank you to all facilitators who used 
Zoom and other platforms to keep their groups together 
and continuing with Lectio Divina on the upcoming Sunday 
gospels. Several facilitators reported that attendance was 
even better via Zoom than in person!

Many groups continue to meet year round. Fr. Jim and 
I would like to encourage all small groups to continue to 
meet during this time of isolation. Contact with our parish 
family is important.  You can find the reading for the 
upcoming Sunday gospel from the USCCB website.  There 
is also a wonderful new tool through Evangelical Catholic 
called NEXTSTEP that we are asking all facilitators to 
use with their group for the next eight weeks. Please 
go to ecxextstep.com and set up an account (it is free!) 
Facilitators, please go through the “Becoming a Guide” 
module before starting the other modules with your 
group. Anyone can set up an account and go through the 
modules! Learn more about prayer, meditating on God’s 
word in scripture, getting more out of mass and being 
reconciled in confession.

If you are not now part of a small group but would like to 
join one virtually please contact Michaela Moreau.

CONTACT 
Michaela Moreau at (360) 292-7104 or mmoreau@
saintmichaelparish.org

Download our app! Text smpgive app to 77977 | Text smpgive to 77977 for simple online giving!

http://cms.usccb.org/calendar/index.cfm?showLit=1&action=month
https://www.ecnextstep.com
mailto:mmoreau%40saintmichaelparish.org?subject=
mailto:mmoreau%40saintmichaelparish.org?subject=
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Life Teen and EDGE have a ton of ways for you 
to stay connected during this time. Each week we 
offer PROJECT YM, ASK FR. LOU, VIDEO 
PROCLAIMS and ZOOM MEETINGS!
Per archdiocesan Safe Environment guidelines, we 
need parents to give permission for their teens to 
be involved in these recorded Zoom calls. To give 
your consent, please email the following:

"I give permission for my child, (child's name), to 
participate in the weekly zoom meetings for Life 
Teen and EDGE. I understand these virtual calls 
will be recorded and that I will have access to both 
the live video feed and the archived recordings for 
three years. (Your name)" 

Please email your consent to Brandon for Life 
Teen at bjones@saintmichaelparish.org and Jackie 
for EDGE at  jshirley@saintmichaelparish.org.

Download our app! Text smpgive app to 77977 | Text smpgive to 77977 for simple online giving! Subscribe to us on YouTube at: youtube.com/c/saintmichaelparish

Shelter Update
A THOUSAND THANK-YOUS!

Thank you so much to the many parishioners of Saint Michael and 
Sacred Heart and other Olympia area community members who 
have contributed so generously with their time, their hearts, and 
their resources to support our Cold Weather Emergency Men's 
Shelter with special expansion during the COVID crisis. We moved 
all of our men to Saint Michael's and increased our number from 
15-30 to help offset the other unhoused getting pushed out from 
the local shelters due to social distancing guidelines. We opened 
a 10-bed women's shelter at Hallen Hall at Sacred Heart as well. 
Hygiene Services has served up to 48 people in a four hour period 
for showers, running water, and bathroom use—while maintaining 
social distance.  

We are so overwhelmed at the love that has been poured forth into 
this ministry by so many. We thank you for all the homemade masks, 
the nonperishable food items for outreach to encampments, the 
clean donations and sleeping bags, blankets and clothing. Thanks 
to the Laundry Angels for washing the bedding and our guest's 
personal laundry. With the lack of bus service, they would not have 
anything clean to wear. Thanks to all our chefs and servers who 
provided a healthy, warm meal dinner and sack lunches. Thanks for 
our donation monitors who received and helped sort the donations. 
Thanks for our lead hosts and symptom screeners who kept the 
evening moving along smoothly. We especially would like to give 
a huge shout-out to the many men and women who sacrificed 
their own warm beds and good night's sleep by dedicating one or 
two night shifts per week during the COVID crisis as overnight 
hosts. We couldn't have kept the shelter running as long as we have 
without your service. Our guests are incredibly grateful.   
We can be proud that our Catholic Community has come together 
in such a loving way to provide a very necessary and essential  
service during this crisis time. Thank you for being the hands and 
heart of our dear Lord Jesus here in the Olympia area.  
The last day of our Cold Weather Men's and Women's Shelters 
is this Saturday, May 2.  We will restart with our regular season 
November 1, 2020.

mailto:bjones%40saintmichaelparish.org?subject=
mailto:%20jshirley%40saintmichaelparish.org?subject=
https://www.youtube.com/c/saintmichaelparish/
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INTERESTED IN BECOMING CATHOLIC?
Or just exploring what the Church teaches?

Contact Andrew Casad at acasad@saintmichaelparish.org

9

Jennifer Rietzke, Anthony Welsh, Grant Winkley, and 
Nayeli have been in formation through the RCIA for 
several years. Their godparents presented them to the 
bishop and, having been found worthy, we rejoice that 
they are now numbered among the elect. I encourage 
you to continue to lift up in prayer these men and women 
and hold them in your affection, that those who were 
catechumens, now numbered among the elect, will soon 
become Catholic through the Sacraments of Christian 
initiation!  

pray for our  
Catechumens & Candidates

NEED A MID-WEEK PRAYER BOOST? 
This Wednesday evening, join the McDonald family via 
Facebook LIVE for musical prayer streamed live from their 
living room! It's an awesome way to connect your "home 
church" with the rest of the Saint Michael Parish commu-
nity! The music selections vary from hymns to praise & 
worship. 
Stay tuned to our Facebook page for times and upcoming 
events: facebook.com/saintmichaelparish

HELP MAKE MASKS!
Homemade masks are needed to protect health care workers and 
others during the COVID-19 pandemic. Here are two places asking 
for lots of masks:
CATHOLIC COMMUNITY SERVICES/CATHOLIC 
HOUSING SERVICES
Join the CCS Sewing Bee, which has an initial goal of 10,000 
masks to help protect employees who serve elders, families and 
vulnerable populations. An additional 10,000 masks will be needed 
for farmworkers in Western Washington. Click here to find links to 
sewing instructions, a video tutorial and a list of locations around 
Western Washington where masks can be mailed or dropped off.
CHI FRANCISCAN HEALTH SYSTEM
CHI Franciscan, which operates health care facilities in Pierce, 
King and Kitsap counties, needs 25,000 masks to protect its health 
care professionals. 
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Join other young adults on Tuesday, May 12 at 6pm for a 
virtual talk by Brendan McCauley as he speaks to us about the 
awakening of a deeper desire for the Eucharist during a time 
when we must go without.
This virtual gathering will take place through Zoom. Please RSVP 
to cschmitz@saintmichaelparish.org if you'd like to attend. The 
meeting link will be sent via email on May 11.

https://www.facebook.com/saintmichaelparish/
https://ccsww.org/sewing-bee/
mailto:cschmitz%40saintmichaelparish.org?subject=
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GOOD NEWS FROM THE  
FAITHRAISING CAMPAIGN

As of March 31, 2020, contributions total nearly 3.8 mil-
lion dollars! We are so close to our pledged amount of 4.26 
million dollars. We are deeply grateful to everyone who has 
continued to contribute during the COVID-19 crisis. 
Are you enjoying Mass at home during our live stream on 
YouTube or Facebook Live? Your contributions have made 
this possible! Part of the renovation included a state-of-the-
art audio/visual system that allows live streaming to thou-
sands of households every Sunday. We had 5,300 views on 
Easter Sunday and have hundreds on weekdays! One parish-
ioner is especially thankful since she now can watch Mass to-
gether with her husband who has been homebound for years. 
There are many more examples of such blessings in our faith 
community.
The Faithraising Campaign also funded the expanded 
restrooms, the upgraded kitchen facilities, and additional 
storage space. These improvements have enabled us to 
double the nightly men’s shelter capacity during the COVID 
crisis while following hygiene and safety protocols.
We never know what fruits may arise from our contributions. 
Please know how much we appreciate your faithfulness. 

We do realize that countless households are struggling finan-
cially during this time. Our hope is that everyone can fulfill 
their pledge when they can, and to the best of their ability. 
Please take as long as you need. We will extend the campaign 
until the end of this year. If you have fulfilled your pledge, 
or have not contributed anything to date, please prayerfully 
discern if you are able to make a contribution of any amount 
to help us reach our goal. 
Again, please do not feel any undue pressure to contribute at 
this time if your situation does not allow for it. We truly are 
all in this together. Please pray for all those who are experi-
encing exceptional financial difficulty at this time. As Saint 
Faustina so lovingly said, “Jesus, I trust in you.”
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John Ghorpade 
Brent Hammer 
Savio Fernandes 
Martha McMeel
Xavier Mathews 
Anne & family 
Stephen Rowan 
Jolane Zander 
Lisa Zander 
Anne Barroll 
Clare Harris
Iliana Harris
Elly Price
Paul Rodriguez
Chelsea Lopez
Shantell Rodriguez
Roman Luckey
Eddie Benavides 
Mary Currall & Family 
Jamey Price 
Danilo Lagman 
Sharnice Cyprien 
Michael Heelan 
Elizabeth H. 

Gerald Nault 
Patti Larson 
John Miller 
Yvette Villarrubia 
Regan Hopkins 
Denise Ashley 
Hilary Borngesser 
Mateo W.
Tom & Leslie 
Ernesto 
Alice Baldo 
Joseph D'Souza 
Tami Grant
Thomas Hinchcliffe 
Terri McCarthy 
Rebecca & Dennis Robison 
Joe Francis  
Chris Maria Francis 
Shanin Brennan
Allison Brennan
Leslie Anne Bykonen 
Joan Bykonen 
Heather Elston 
Michael Groenier 

Darrell Midles 
Pat Marchesni 
Judy Lloyd 
Gannon Stauch 
Toni Barnes 
Jesusa Jones 
Christine Pool 
Matthew McConnell 
Robert Greenlee 
Eileen Heelan 
Julie Hairston 
Justin Ripley 
Craig Ripley  
Irene & Ed Stipic 
Kevin 
Michael Mauss 
Jesse Miller 
Kathy Carlson 
Billie Phillips 
V. L. Patrick family 
Joel & Cesar 
Annie Libby 
Brandon Sharp 
Ye-eun & Family 

Marita Herrera 
Eileen Hugdahl 
Jim Shirreff 
Marge Pool 
Austin Miller 
Sharnice Cyprien 
Patrick Baugh
Ann Moody  
Brian Barkis  
Kathleen Barkis 
Lucas Oakland 
Amy Looman 
Shannon Murphy 
Kathy Goris 
Russell Owens
Paul & Leisa Owens 
Lauren & Jose Joya 
Mom B. 
Jan Putnam 
Judy & Loren Lloyd 
Tanner Andrews 
Stan Brandt 
Margaret Bunnell 
Wayne Humpert

To submit prayer requests, call the parish office or submit your request via our website. If you or someone you know is homebound 
and wishes to receive regular calls to check on their welfare and even pray with them during this crisis, please call Benedetta 
Reece at (360) 292-7143.

PLEASE PRAY FOR:

July 1, 2019 – June 30, 2020
Donations Received as of April 26, 2020

Sunday Stewardship $20,249

Online Giving $34,980

Sunday Loose Donations

Holy Days $573

Youth (Little House)
Total Offertory $55,802

Total Year-to-Date $2,659,799

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASUREFORMED PICK OF THE WEEK

What is this journey in between the event we call “birth” 
and the one we call “death”? The questions are there. And, 
the answers are too. Sign up for free at formed.org/signup.

https://formed.org/signup
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Call LPi today for advertising info 
 (800) 950-9952

(360) 943-4644             www.f isherjonesfamilydentistry.com

Where Family Means Everything.

Supporting Families and Education
Dr. Matt Fisher · Dr. Jim Jones (parishioner) · Dr. Garrett Barker

www.cutrateautoparts.com 

LACEY • SHELTON 
ELMA • ABERDEEN

We’ve Got Your Part!

4 locations to serve you!

360-456-7600 and 360-786-1900

State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

We all feel the same commitment to 
care for our families. Helping you meet 
your insurance needs is part of my 
commitment to you.
Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

0907504.1

Family is why we do it all.

William E Brown, Agent
1133 East Fourth Avenue
Olympia, WA  98506
Bus: 360-943-8740
william.e.brown.b7v2@statefarm.com

(360)705-9795
1950 Black Lake Blvd SW

Olympia, WA 98512
ParishionerJohnRMortonCPA.com

POWER EQUIPMENT INC.

3729 PACIFIC AVE. S.E., OLYMPIA, WA 98501-2178
16510 106th Ave SE  Yelm, WA 98597

 Olympia Yelm
 (360) 491-2022 (360) 400-6000

www.jnipe.com

AUTHORIZED SALES AND SERVICE

Contact Michelle Jacobs to place an ad today! 
mjacobs@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5899

Johnson Insurance Solutions
               Medicare Made Clear

Do you have both Medicare and Medicaid?
If YES, you qualify for the Dual Complete plan  

that gives you extra benefits at no cost to you, such as: 
Dental • Transportation •  Gym membership • Vision & more! 

Parishioner  for 18 years
newgenerationstrategies.com/brian-johnson

Brian Johnson • 360.790.6589 

SERVING THE LOCAL COMMUNITY
IN THURSTON COUNTY SINCE 2005
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St. Michael’s Grad
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360-943-1133
www.acmefuel.com

Parishioner

• Home Delivery of 
  Propane & Heating Oil
• Propane Tank Sales 
  & Leasing
• 24/7 Emergency

• Top Tier Quality 
  Gasolines
• Premium Quality
  Diesel Fuels
• Ethanol-Free Gas 
  Available
• 24/7 Access 

Since 1925

416 State Ave. NE • Olympia WA 98501

Savvy Senior Strategies LLC

Medicare, Long Term Care & Life Insurance Broker
www.savvyseniorstrategies.com

360-791-1570
Tammie Rutledge 
Certified Senior Advisor (CSA)® 

New patients welcome!

Caring eye health 
solutions for the entire 

family. Providing precise 
optical customization on 

every order.

Dr. Douglas & 
Karen Jeske

Parishioners

(360) 352-6060 www.tumwatereye.com

New patients welcome!

Caring eye health 
solutions for the entire 

family. Providing precise 
optical customization on 

every order.

Dr. Douglas & 
Karen Jeske

Parishioners

(360) 352-6060 www.tumwatereye.com

OP Perlot Orthodontics 

360-786-1600
www.perlotorthodontics.com   Parishioner

2968 Limited Lane NW, Suite A • Olympia, WA 98502

4411 Martin Way S.E.
Olympia, WA 98516 (360) 491-6292

Voted Olympia’s
Best Burger

Best Sport’s Pub

ST. MIKE’S
GRAD & 

PARISHIONER

Matthew
& Valerie
Plummer

Andrew J. Kapust  DDS, PS
Diplomate, American Board of Orthodontics

Diplomate, American Board of Pediatric Dentistry

Orthodontics and Pediatric Dentistry
344-J Cleveland Ave. • Olympia 360-943-6600

www.getyoursmileon.com
• New Patients Welcome •

Wholesale & Retail Sales
Custom Cutting

Serving You Since 1954

Mon. - Sat. 9-6 & Sun. 9-5

4101 Capitol Blvd S. Tumwater WA 98501
(360)357-6601 or 1-866-357-6601
www.westernmeats.net

Western Meats

Mike Dahl Services
Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning

456-9902

8120 Freedom Lane NE Ste. 101 • Lacey, WA 98516
mike@weinand.us • www.weinand.us

Mike Weinand, MBA,CFP®

Certified Financial Planner™
Securities Offered through KMS Financial Services, Inc

Financially Preparing You For Retirement
Specializing in the 50 Plus Community

360.459.4847
Mike & Joyce Weinand, Saint Michael ParishionersCLARUSEYE.COM

(360) 456.3200

Jay Rudd, M.D.
Surgical Eyecare – Two Locations

AURORALASIK.COM
(844) 744.2020

Jay Rudd, M.D. 
Surgical Eyecare

CLARUSEYE.COM
(360) 456.3200

Jay Rudd, M.D.
Surgical Eyecare – Two Locations

AURORALASIK.COM
(844) 744.2020

AURORALASIK.COM  (360) 459.5274

CLARUSEYE.COM  (360) 456.3200

Sunset Air INC.
WINDOWS, DOORS, HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING
(360) 456-4956 • sunsetair.com 
5210 Lacey Blvd. SE, Lacey 
M-F: 7am-6pm, Sat: 8am-5pm

Office: 360.866.2425    Free Estimates

EXCEPTIONAL, PERSONALIZED
SERVICE - IT’S MORE
AFFORDABLE THAN
YOU THINK.

FuneralAlternatives.org 360-753-1065




