
Saint Michael Parish Small Faith Sharing Group, Advent 2020 - Week 5 

An Invitation to Listen to God  

“testify to the light” 

  
To prepare for the next Small Faith Sharing Community you are invited to engage 
in the following process before you meet each week:    

• Ask the Holy Spirit to open your mind and heart to hear God’s Word.   
• Choose a scripture passage, read it and sit quietly with the Word.  
• What moves you or attracts you in this reading?   
• Does anything cause resistance in you?  Do you know why?   
• Take a few minutes to respond in writing to the readings.    

  

Readings for the Third Sunday of Advent  
December 13, 2020    
  
Reading 1:   Isaiah 61: 1-2, 10-11  
  
Responsorial Psalm: Luke 1: 46-50, 53-54  
  
Reading 2:   1 Thessalonians 5: 16-24  
  
Gospel:   John 1: 6-8, 19-28  
  
  

Questions   
► For personal reflection and/or group discussion:  

  
1. In the first reading it appears that God will do much for us. What is your role, your response? How will you make a 

difference this week?  
  
2. In the second reading, does “test everything, retain what is good” mean that we are to experiment with all kinds of 

behaviors and relationships? How can we interpret this consistent with “refrain from every kind of evil”?  

   
3. What can you do to be someone who “testifies to the light,” someone who invites others to a personal relationship 

with Jesus? What words or actions can you add into your life, and with whom?  
  
4. We are not all bold like John the Baptist, but God can still use us if we let Him. Do you believe you are being 

called? How? When? What will you do this week?  
  

  

  
                                                                              Questions courtesy of Holy Family Parish, Inverness IL And St. Michael Parish, Olympia, WA  
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Gospel                    JN 1:6-8, 19-28 

 

A man named John was sent from God. 

He came for testimony, to testify to the light, 

so that all might believe through him. 

He was not the light, 

but came to testify to the light. 

And this is the testimony of John. 

When the Jews from Jerusalem sent priests 

and Levites to him 

to ask him, “Who are you?” 

He admitted and did not deny it, 

but admitted, “I am not the Christ.” 

So they asked him, 

“What are you then? Are you Elijah?” 

And he said, “I am not.” 

“Are you the Prophet?” 

He answered, “No.” 

So they said to him, 

“Who are you, so we can give an answer to those who sent us?  

What do you have to say for yourself?” 

He said: 

“I am the voice of one crying out in the desert, 

‘make straight the way of the Lord,’” 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/john/1?6
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as Isaiah the prophet said.” 

Some Pharisees were also sent.  

They asked him, 

“Why then do you baptize 

if you are not the Christ or Elijah or the Prophet?”  

John answered them, 

“I baptize with water; 

but there is one among you whom you do not recognize, 

the one who is coming after me, 

whose sandal strap I am not worthy to untie.”  

This happened in Bethany across the Jordan, 

where John was baptizing. 
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St. Michael Parish Small Faith Sharing Group, Advent 2017 - Week 6   
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                      “ testify to the light ”                 

  
Gospel :      John 1: 6 - 19 8 ,  - 28      December 17, 2017   
  
A man named John was sent  from God.   
He came for testimony, to testify to the light,   
so that all might believe through him.   
He was not the light,   
but came to testify to the light.   
  
And this is the testimony of John.   
When the Jews from Jerusalem sent priests   
and Levites to him   
to ask   him, "Who  " are you?   
He admitted and  did not deny it,   
but admitted, "I a m not the Christ."   
So they asked him,   
"What are you then? Are you Elijah?"   
And he said, "I am not."   
"Are you the Prophet?"   
He answered, "No."   
So they said to him,   
"Who are you, so we c an give an answer to those who sent us?   
What do you have to say for yourself?"   
He said:   
"I am   the   voice   of   one   crying   out   in   the   desert,   
'make   straight   the   way   of   the   Lord,'"   
as Isaiah the prophet said."   
Some Pharisees were also sent.     
They asked him,   
"Why then do you baptize   
if you are not the Christ or Elija h or the Prophet?"   
John answered them,   
"I baptize with water;   
but there is one among you wh om you do not recognize,   
the one who is coming after me,   
whose sandal strap I am not worthy to untie."   
Thi s happened in Bethany across the Jordan,   
where John was baptizing .   
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