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12.21 MONDAY

PARISH INFO

12.22 TUESDAY

OFFICE HOURS (By phone only at this time)
Monday–Thursday: 9am–5pm Friday: 9am–1pm

12Noon

CALVARY CEMETERY (360) 292-7138
3850 Cleveland Ave., Tumwater 98501

ST. MICHAEL SCHOOL (360) 754-5131

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY (360) 352-7554
Closed until further notice

CLOTHING BANK
Donations Sat. 9am–1pm

PREGNANCY AID (360) 956-7413
M & F 2–4pm Wed 9am–12pm
PASTOR:

Fr. Jim Lee

DEACONS:
Rob Rensel
John Bergford

PAROCHIAL VICAR:

Fr. Lou Cunningham

12Noon

Mark McConville
Gayne Maloney

U
U

12.23 WEDNESDAY
12Noon

Bill Truax

U

12.24 THURSDAY (Office closes at Noon)
5pm

Larry LaFond

Stacia Adderley

U
U
Westside

6:30pm

Frank McCauley

8pm

William & Alice DeSimone U

12.25 FRIDAY
Midnight Ann McCauley

U

7:30am

Nicole Grothe

U

9:30am

Andy & Jean Lechner

U

11:30am

Gary & Irene Allin

U

MASS TIMES:

12.26 SATURDAY (Reconciliation: 2–4pm)

DOWNTOWN:
1055 Boundary St. SE

9am

David Gallant

U

5pm

Mi-yong Gilman

U

Monday–Thursday: 12Noon (Mondays at 9am holidays)
Friday & Saturday: 9am
Saturday: 5pm
Sunday: 7:30am, 9:30am, 11:30am & 5pm
WESTSIDE CHAPEL:
1835 Overhulse Rd. NW
6:30pm Christmas Eve

12.27 SUNDAY
7:30am

Madeline & Marcus Ritter

U

9:30am

Muriel Hagerty

U

11:30am

Irene Allin

U

5pm

People of SMP

RECONCILIATION TIMES (DOWNTOWN):

Saturdays: 2–4pm

MISSION
Our mission is to place God first in all things, to proclaim the
Gospel of Jesus Christ, and to grow in holiness through prayer,
sacraments, and service.

We would like to stay in touch with every parishioner!
If there are any changes in your contact information, please contact
Mona at mbishop@saintmichaelparish.org or (360) 292-7141.

follow us on facebook @saintmichael parish
Download our app! Text smpgive app to 77977
Text smpgive to 77977 for simple online giving
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Cover: Sandro Botticelli, Cestello Annunciation, 1489-90

pastor's notebook

4TH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
“What does ‘evangelize’ mean? To give witness with joy and simplicity
to what we are and what we believe in.” – Pope Francis
Today we enter into the final days of Advent. Let’s not waste
them. Let’s not think or act as if Christmas has already
come, no matter how many secular Christmas carols we
may have heard. Allow Advent to be Advent. We’ll have
plenty of time to celebrate Christmas during its Octave
(the eight days that follow Christmas) through the solemnity of Mary the mother of God, January 1, the Epiphany,
January 3 and the Baptism of the Lord, January 10.

you doing with the challenges to celebrate Christmas this
year?” “How will you be celebrating Christmas with your
family?” “Will you be attending a church for Christmas?”

Allow these questions to open up a conversation where you
might be able to talk about your faith or offer consolation
because of your faith. Invite others who have no faith or
church home to participate in Alpha beginning in January
or simply to offer to pray with them and for their needs and
It is December 7 as I write this, the memorial of St. Ambrose, what is on their heart.
Bishop and Doctor of the Church. His life was truly guided
Evangelization is a simple act of sharing the joy of your
by the Holy Spirit. He was of a noble family and was goverfaith with another.
nor of Milan in 374 when the bishop was to be chosen. As
the Arian heretics were many and fierce, he was present as Please be aware of our Christmas Mass schedule and the
need to sign up on Eventbrite. There will be some overflow
governor to preserve order during the election.
seating in the gym on Christmas Eve at the 5pm Mass and
Though only a catechumen at the time, he himself was
Christmas day at the 9:30am Mass. If incense is an issue,
chosen by acclamation of the people and, in spite of his
please sign up to sit in the Gathering Space or the gym.
utmost resistance as not being worthy, he was baptized,
ordained and consecrated a Bishop in less than a week on On behalf of Fr. Lou and the entire staff of Saint Michael
Parish and School, may these final days of Advent and
December 7, 374. Wow, talk about the Holy Spirit!
coming Christmas season be filled with abundant blessings
How might the Holy Spirit be working in your life to evanand grace for you and your family. Let us hold one another
gelize during these last days of Advent and throughout the
in prayer during these challenging times. May we seek
Christmas season?
always to discover Emmanuel, Jesus Christ in our midst.
Let us be attentive to the opportunities to ask people about
their spiritual journey at this time when Christmas cannot In Christ, through the intercession of Blessed Pier Giorgio,
be celebrated as usual. Simple questions such as, “How are I love you.

Fr. Jim Lee

Pastor
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THE OFFERING OF THE WINE
FR. LOU CUNNINGHAM

F

ollowing the mixing of the water and wine in the Roman
Rite, there is the offering of the wine. In the same way we
are invited to place ourselves on the altar with the oblation,
we are invited to pour own hearts into the chalice so we can learn to
offer ourselves like Jesus does to the Father.
EXTRAORDINARY FORM:

We offer to You, O Lord, the chalice of salvation, entreating Your
mercy that our offering may ascend with a sweet fragrance into the
sight of Your divine Majesty, for our own salvation, and for that of
the whole world. Amen.

AMBROSIAN RITE:

Accept, O Holy Trinity, this Chalice of wine mixed with water,
that it may become the blood of Your Only-begotten Son, in the
name of the Father + and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

FROM AN ANCIENT CATHOLIC LITURGY (from the Stowe
Missal):

(The elevation of the Chalice, after the full uncovering, during the
prayer "May these gifts" is the commemoration of Christ's Birth
and of His Glory through the signs and miracles. Fully uncovered.
The veil and Pall of the Chalice are removed. Standing erect, the
Priest extends his hands, raises them and joins them, and lifting his
eyes to heaven and lowering them, says three times:)
Celebrant: Show us Thy Mercy O Lord, and grant us Thy Salvation.

(The Chalice is elevated, and all look at it:)

Celebrant: O Lord, may these gifts which are offered be sanctified,
and cleanse us from the blots of our sins, through our Lord Jesus
Christ, Who reigneth with Thee, and the Holy Spirit, throughout
all ages of ages.

R. Amen.

(The Chalice is replaced on the Corporal and is covered by the
Pall.)

Celebrant: We, Thy servants, beseech Thee, O Lord, that Thou benignly receive these Offerings of our devotion, through this glorious
Sacrifice and our purified hearts, through our Lord Jesus Christ,
Who reigneth with Thee, and the Holy Spirit, throughout all ages
of ages.

R. Amen.

FOR FURTHER STUDY SEE:

Chalice at newadvent.org/cathen/03561a.htm
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PLEASE NOTE: We will use incense at ALL Christmas Masses. If you are allergic or sensitive, we recommend you either sit
in the Gathering Space or attend the 5pm Christmas Eve or 9:30am Christmas Day Mass so that you can sit in the gym.

Alpha at SMP begins again on January 11, 2021. Details and registration available at saintmichaelparish.org/alpha. Take two
minutes to watch the video, then pray about who you can share Alpha Online with. People in our lives are indeed searching for
hope, connection, and meaning. Who will you invite? Contact: Andrew Casad at acasad@saintmichaelparish.org.
5

THE POINT OF GREATEST FEAR
ELIZABETH A. MITCHELL, The Catholic Thing

A

few years ago, I
attended a Mass at
which the homilist was
a newly ordained young Jesuit.
The homily was his first sermon,
and I assume that the Lord gives
a profound anointing to a priest’s
first sermon. I never learned the
priest’s name, or spoke a word to
him, but the sermon he preached
on that occasion has affected me
every day since.
In clear and unequivocal tones,
the young priest stated, “God
wants to meet you at the point
of your greatest fear.” Go, he
explained, to the point of your
greatest fear, in your mind and
heart, and God will meet you
there. When He meets you there,
tell Him about the fear, and He
will help you there.
Those words struck me in my
core. I had to admit that although
I had consecrated my life to Jesus
through His Blessed Mother,
and was on intimate terms with
a number of saints, St. Thérèse
of Lisieux in particular, I tended
to avoid meeting God directly. I
kept Him at arm's length, in the
safe and superficial distance.
What was it that I was avoiding? Perhaps it was the absolute
nature of God. With everyone
else in the Heavenly court I
liked to think that I had leverage. I could pick and choose my
intercessors depending on my
need. But with God, there is no
leverage. There is only God.

And so, I tried it. I went to the
point of my greatest fear and met
God there. I sat beneath a large
crucifix in our parish church
and told Our Lord all about my
greatest fear. I explained every
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aspect of this fear, and even the
things I realized were silly in
this fear, but nonetheless real
and daunting to me. And God
just listened. He listened as I
talked. And, slowly, over a period
of several months, which turned
into years, God lifted that fear,
completely. And I came to know
God as a person. A real person.
A trustworthy Father, who cares,
compassionately.
Why do I mention all this?
Because it seems that Satan
preys powerfully upon our fears.
And fears can be paralyzing.
And fear is, in the final analysis,
always a lie. But we often feel
helpless when we try to fight our
fears alone. We have no defense.
We just let the tape run in our
head cataloging all the things
that could go wrong, and probably will go wrong, and all the
reasons why we should never
hope.
With the Magi seeking the
Christ Child we struggle against
the relentless “voices singing in
our ears, saying that this was all
folly.” (T.S. Eliot, Journey of the
Magi).

Hope is the antidote to fear.
Hope can only be offered in the
darkness, without guarantees.
And the reason that we often do
not hope is because we do not
want to be disappointed. But
what if we took the pressure off
ourselves? What if we gave up
our notion that we can accomplish everything through our
self-discipline and will, and just
let God do it?
The reason we do not do this is
obvious. Because God might not
do the things we want. We think

that being able to do what we want is freedom. And letting God be
free is a daunting prospect. We humans like to control things. But
this abandonment in blind obedience to a God who truly loves us is
where everything really begins.

St. Maximilian Kolbe, the great saint devoted to the Immaculate
Conception whose Solemnity we celebrated on December 8th,
declares, “Through holy obedience we actually become instruments
in the hands of the Immaculate. . . . Our will is united to her will, as
her will is perfectly united with God’s will.”
And along with holy obedience, fierce hope in God is an attribute of
the heart of Our Lady. In his spiritual diary, In God’s Hands, Pope
St. John Paul II writes of Mary’s virtue of hope: “Virgin Mary, no
human connections, no human support. And therefore, Her hope is
the greatest. At all stages of Her life. Under the cross, and especially
later: She supported the early Church with this hope of Hers. And
Her hope is kept within the early Church. To what extent do we
participate in Mary’s hope?”
Hope and obedience. Meeting Christ at the point of our greatest fear.
Radical courage.
In these days where there is so much, presumably, to fear, so many
dangers, and so much doubt, we can turn to Our Lady and she will
lead us to the Cross. Our Lord will meet us there, at the point of our
greatest fear. He will listen. And He will hold our heart.
We hope in Him and “this hope will not disappoint us.” (Romans
5:5) We can know this, with certainty, because God has promised it.
With Zechariah’s Canticle, we proclaim, “he has come to his people
and set them free. . . .free to worship him without fear, holy and righteous in his sight, all the days of our life.” (Luke 1:73-74)
In this season of Advent, in which He is coming to earth to be with
us, let us go to meet Him. He will be there, waiting, with His unfailing love. And this Love will set us free.

community outreach
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL CLOTHING BANK

THURSTON COUNTY FOOD BANK

There are less shelter beds available in our community at this
time and many are sheltering in place. Thanks for adjusting the
donations to fit our current need for distribution to folks on the
streets and in encampments. The St. Vincent de Paul Clothing
Bank has gone mobile! We rent a U-Haul and drive to the various
encampments to distribute clothing. Access to laundry services
is limited.

The need is still great in our community. Donations of food and
money can be delivered directly to the Thurston County Food
Bank, NOT the parish.
Drop off your donations Monday–Friday 8am–4:30pm at:
220 Thurston Ave. NE, Olympia, WA 98501.

Items in high demand are warm zipper hoodies, underwear, socks,
Jeans (size 30, 32, 34), warm sweatpants, blankets and sleeping
bags. Please consider donating clean items on Saturdays, 9am–1pm.

Community Outreach contact: Kim Kondrat at (360) 878-4613 or kkondrat@saintmichaelparish.org

ADULT FORMATION STUDIES

REGISTRATION NOW OPEN!

Faith Formation is a life-long journey! Catholic adults
should continue to seek ways to nurture the deepening
of their encounter with the Lord through God's Word in
scripture, Book Study and adult fellowship. You are invited
to join an adult study group that meets your spiritual and
practical needs. Registration closes December 25!

CHRISTMAS GIVING THANK YOU
Thank you so much for the generous donations to the
Christmas Giving program. We were able to provide over
600 gift cards to children and their families in need in our
local Tumwater, Olympia and Lacey areas! The need is so
great this year and your generosity helped to provide some
comfort and hope during this time.

Registration and details at saintmichaelparish.org/grow/
adult-faith-formation/bible-study
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FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY
Advent invites us into a spiritual process of letting go of the past
and entering into the promise of fulfillment. As these final days
of Advent are among us, consider letting go of your old financial
habits and instead hope for a brighter financial future.

Winter FPU dates: Tuesdays, Jan. 12–March 9, 2021,
6:30–8:30pm via Zoom. Cost of class: $50 (scholarships
available) | Register by email to fpu@saintmichaelparish.org
Resources:
More info at saintmichaelparish.org/financial-peace-university
FPU Core Team: How can we help you? Contact fpu@
saintmichaelparish.org.
FPU Alumni Meeting: See you next year—January 23,
2021 at 10am via Zoom.
Facebook: Saint Michael Parish, Olympia–FPU Alumni Closed
Group

ADVENT
SMALL
GROUPS
Dear Small Groups Members,

The 6 week Advent Small Groups session ends today.
I thank all the facilitators who have guided their
members during these difficult times. I am thankful for
the blessings of technology and Zoom! God is so good
to give us a way to stay connected. I hope this was
a fruitful time for you all. I encourage you all to keep
meeting with your group in the new year.

WE'VE GOT YOUR HEAD
(AND FACE) COVERED!

Beanies available at the parish office. Donation: $16
Masks are also available! Donation: $5
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Lent groups start February 15. Maybe some of your
group members would like to consider facilitating their
own group during Lent. Feel free to reach out to
me if you have any questions. I wish you all a blessed
Christmas!

– Michaela Moreau, Steward for Evangelical Catholic,
Small Groups and Bible Studies

SHOULDER TO SHOULDER

PARISHIONERS HELPING PARISHIONERS

How many times have we heard Fr. Jim marvel at the generosity of Saint Michael parishioners? We are blessed to be a family of
families who truly care about one another. That spirit of generosity is clearly demonstrated in the Shoulder to Shoulder ministry,
which works through a special fund set up to help parishioners who are struggling financially.
Parishioners who find themselves in a financial crisis simply complete a confidential application, which is then screened by a committee of parishioners who, in turn, make a funding recommendation to Fr. Jim. If approved, the parish issues a check directly to the
service provider–the doctor, landlord or roof repair company, etc.– not the applicant.
Applications are available on the parish website and are held in strict confidence.
Questions about applying for Shoulder to Shoulder help?
Call Chris Peterson, Parish Administrator at (360) 754-4667.

youth ministry

All small groups and meeting times
remain the same—just on Zoom!

Going to Zoom!

Youth Ministry contact: Brandon Jones at (360) 292-7108 or bjones@saintmichaelparish.org
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FORMED PICK OF THE WEEK

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE
July 1, 2020 – June 30, 2021
Donations Received as of December 6, 2020
Sunday Stewardship

$40,964

Online Giving

$48,890

Sunday Loose Donations

Sign up for free at formed.org/signup.
The truth of Christmas: Christmas is so much more than
a humdrum story we've heard since childhood. Join top
scholars, speakers, and authors as they explain the gravity
of Christ's miraculous birth.

$101

Holy Days

$200

Youth (Little House)

$480

Total Offertory
Total Year-to-Date

$90,635
$1,289,014

please pray for:
Dorothy Welcher
Jan Putnam
Steve Rice
Kiro A.
Linda Phillips
Florence Sullins
Sean B.
Karrissa Van Almen
M'liss Bentley
Ilias Murr
Nancy Summerill
Larry & Dayle
Patricia Flemings
Lorraine Chavez
Patrick Lea
Helena Scuderi
Mary Earrame
Stick Buker
Lloyd Patrick family
Dolores Herbig
Barbara Deoskey
Gerry McLaughlin
Maryann McLaughlin
Patients & Staff of Western

State Hospital
Jenna Borngesser
Shirley Mott
George Doughty
Tom Hinchcliffe
Tami Grant
Phillip Bartley
Steve Soto & Candia Family
Tom Hawkins
Bill Hartman
Brent Barnett
Sue Herman
Gerald Nault
Dan Neuhauser
Bill Granville
Philip Compton
Elizabeth H.
Peggy Graham
Henna Motwani
Thomas Hruska
Sarah Baxter
Zachery Elliaser-Keith
Matt Keith
Lisa Keith

Paul & Beverly Kehoe
Thi Nguyen
Bob Kelly
Christine Pool
Carol & Ray Grothe
Diana Weber
Sadie Neely
Cara, Ian & Evangeline Barkis
Rosemary Barkis
Mark A.
Molly Walker Shave
Edward Moore
Mary Monaghan
Marge Basler
Corine Villarrubia
Jim & Bev Heggie
Matthew McConnell
Leo Volk
George Grothe
Lucas Oakland
Dan Neuhauser
Karen, Jim & family
Phyllis & Jim Neff
Neva Leons

Catherine Ann
Clare Haris
Elliana Harris
Roman Gallegos
Rita Brown
Bernie Nolan
Margaret Bunnell
Mary Morgan
Joshua Mekelburg
Kathryn Trafton
Billie Phillips
Rick Kranz
Melissa Petruzz
Russell Owens
Donald Dillarrubia
Brian Barkis
Bill Eldridge
Walt Johnson
Johanna Gregorios
Nancy Cosgrove
Peggy Lynch
Andrea Bell
Audrey Finnigan
Tani & Gerry

To submit prayer requests, call the parish office at (360) 754-4667 or submit your request via our website. If you or someone
you know is homebound and wishes to receive regular calls to check on their welfare and even pray with them during this crisis,
please call Benedetta Reece at (360) 292-7143.
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(360)705-9795

JohnRMortonCPA.com

1950 Black Lake Blvd SW
Olympia, WA 98512
Parishioner

www.cutrateautoparts.com

4 locations to serve you!
LACEY • SHELTON
ELMA • ABERDEEN

St. Michael’s Grad

We’ve Got Your Part!

360-456-7600 and 360-786-1900

SERVING THE LOCAL COMMUNITY
IN THURSTON COUNTY SINCE 2005

3 6 0 . 5 2 8 . 4 1 6 0 | @ G R E E N E R E A L T Y | W W W . G R E E N E R E A L T Y. C O M

1802 Black Lake Blvd SW #301, Olympia, WA 98512

360-352-8444








AUTO

Johnson Insurance Solutions

HOME
BUSINESS
LIFE
HEALTH
TRAVEL

Contact Michelle Jacobs to place an ad today!
mjacobs@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5899

Medicare Made Clear

Do you have both Medicare and Medicaid?
If YES, you qualify for the Dual Complete plan
that gives you extra benefits at no cost to you, such as:

Protecting what’s important to
you since 1965

Dental • Transportation • Gym membership • Vision & more!
Parishioner for 18 years
newgenerationstrategies.com/brian-johnson

Conveniently located in

Brian Johnson • 360.790.6589

Olympia | Centralia | Vancouver | Packwood
www.nicholson-insurance.com

Now
Caregivers
NowHiring
Hiring Caregivers
BaseWage:
Wage: $15.50-$18.00
$16.45-$19.85
Base

Excellent Health benefits •• Paid Time Off/Retirement
To apply:
ccsww.org/careers
1-877-870-1582

EXCEPTIONAL, PERSONALIZED
SERVICE - IT’S MORE
AFFORDABLE THAN
YOU THINK.

FuneralAlternatives.org

360-753-1065

The BEST care for your loved one!

Owned by St. Michael graduate,
Sarah (Frost) Lane.

Call (360) 489-1621 for a FREE in-home consult!

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com

St. Michael Parish, Olympia, WA

B 4C 05-1505

Andrew J. Kapust DDS, PS

Caring
Caring eye
eye health
health
solutions
for
solutions for the
the entire
entire
family.
family. Providing
Providing precise
precise
optical
optical customization
customization on
on
every
every order.
order.

Diplomate, American Board of Orthodontics
Diplomate, American Board of Pediatric Dentistry

Sunset Air

INC.

Orthodontics and Pediatric Dentistry

WINDOWS, DOORS, HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

(360) 456-4956 • sunsetair.com
5210 Lacey Blvd. SE, Lacey
M-F: 7am-6pm, Sat: 8am-5pm

Voted Olympia’s
Best Burger
Best Sport’s Pub

4411 Martin Way S.E.
Olympia, WA 98516
(360) 491-6292

344-J Cleveland Ave. • Olympia 360-943-6600
www.getyoursmileon.com
• New Patients Welcome •

New
New patients
patients welcome!
welcome!

Western Meats

Parishioners
Parishioners

Wholesale & Retail Sales
Custom Cutting

Dr.
Dr. Douglas
Douglas &
&
Karen Jeske
Jeske
Karen

(360)
(360) 352-6060
352-6060 www.tumwatereye.com
www.tumwatereye.com

Serving You Since 1954
Mon. - Sat. 9-6 & Sun. 9-5
4101 Capitol Blvd S. Tumwater WA 98501

(360)357-6601 or 1-866-357-6601
www.westernmeats.net

Mike Weinand, MBA, CFP®
Certified Financial Planner™

CLARUSEYE.COM

(360) 456.3200

CLARUSEYE.COM
(360) 456.3200
CLARUSEYE.COM
Jay Rudd,
M.D.
(360)
456.3200
Jay Rudd,
M.D.

Surgical
Eyecare –Eyecare
Two Locations
Surgical
Jay Rudd, M.D.
Surgical Eyecare –Two Locations

8120 Freedom Ln NE, Suite 101
Lacey, WA 98516

360.459.4847
www.weinand.us
Mike & Joyce Weinand, Saint Michael Parishioners

AURORALASIK.COM
(360) 459.5274
AURORALASIK.COM

Securities offered through LPL Financial, Member FDIC/SIPC.

(844) 744.2020

AURORALASIK.COM
(844) 744.2020

Contact Michelle Jacobs to place an ad today!
mjacobs@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5899

Check out our “Caregiver on the go” program!

ABOVE Home Health
2962 Limited Lane NW, Ste A • Olympia WA

Natalya Rubel | 360-350-0123 | care@abovehh.com
• Home Delivery of
Propane & Heating Oil
• Propane Tank Sales
& Leasing
• 24/7 Emergency
Since 1925

360-943-1133
www.acmefuel.com
Parishioner

• Top Tier Quality
Gasolines
• Premium Quality
Diesel Fuels
• Ethanol-Free Gas
Available
• 24/7 Access

Office: 360.866.2425

Free Estimates

Where Family Means Everything.

416 State Ave. NE • Olympia WA 98501

Call LPi today for advertising info
(800) 950-9952

Supporting Families and Education
Dr. Matt Fisher · Dr. Jim Jones (parishioner) · Dr. Garrett Barker

(360) 943-4644

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com

www.f isherjonesfamilydentistry.com

St. Michael Parish, Olympia, WA

A 4C 05-1505

