Pastoral Care

Community Outreach

ANNUAL REPORT PASTORAL YEAR 2024

3 \ A

Pastoral Care & Community Outreach
ministries reach out in service to
members of our wider community
who are in need by nourishing and
evangelizing through actions that point
people to God.

PCCO ministries at Saint Michael Parish
, have been successful in achieving their
# " goals for the 2023-24 Pastoral Year.

This detailed report helps readers to
understand the specific achievements
of each ministry and how they

align with the thematic goals and
mission statement of the parish. This
information could provide valuable
insights into the impact these ministries
have had on the community and how
they have contributed to the overall
mission of Saint Michael Parish.



Pastoral Care and Community Outreach minis-
tries at Saint Michael Parish have made significant
strides in fulfilling their mission to reach out and
serve the wider community of Thurston County,
Here's how we can break down and analyze their
achievements:

Goals Achievement: Understanding the specific
goals set by these ministries is crucial. Were they
focused on providing tangible support such as
food drives, shelter assistance, or educational
programs? Or did they emphasize spiritual nour-
ishment through prayer groups, pastoral visits, or
counseling services? Knowing the goals helps us
gauge their effectiveness in meeting community
needs.

Alignment with Thematic Goals: How closely did
these achievements align with the thematic goals
of Saint Michael Parish? Thematic goals often
reflect the core values and priorities of the parish
community, such as fostering faith formation,
promoting social justice, or building a welcoming
community. Evaluating this alignment will high-
light the ministries’ effectiveness in advancing the
parish's broader mission.

Impact on the Community: Understanding the
impact these ministries have had on the commu-
nity is key. Did they succeed in reaching vulner-
able populations, fostering a sense of belonging
among parishioners, or bridging gaps in services?
Quantitative data (e.g., number of individuals
served, hours volunteered) and qualitative feed-
back (e.g., testimonials, community responses)
will provide insights into their reach and effective-
ness.

Contributions to Parish Mission: Finally, assessing
how these ministries contributed to the overall
mission of Saint Michael Parish is essential. Did
they strengthen parishioners’ faith, enhance the
parish's reputation in the community, or inspire
greater engagement in parish life? These contri-
butions will demonstrate the ministries’ integral
role in fulfilling the parish's overarching mission
statement.

This report will provide concrete examples, sta-
tistics, and narratives that illustrate the successes
and challenges of PCCO minisgtries. This infor-
mation not only celebrates ministry accomplish-
ments but also identifies areas for further growth
and improvement. If you have specific highlights
or aspects of the report you'd like to delve into
further, feel free to share!
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Annual Ministry
Review Questions:

How many SMP parishioners served
in your ministry in the past year?

How many people received support/service
through your ministry in the past year?

What new or ongoing challenges did your ministry face in the
past year? How did Covid impact the function of your ministry?

What was a highlight or “God-sighting” that you or others
in your ministry experienced in the past year?

What plans do you have to change/grow/improve
your ministry in the coming year?




Alzheimer and Dementia Support Group (St. Dyphna)

Lead: Charlie Isaacson

Fifteen people participated in this group and received support. It is challenging to bring more people

into this ministry at a time when dementia is becoming prominent among the elderly, life spans increase,
and families take care of their loved ones because of high costs of living. Covid has keep more people

at home and is still challenging. One participant who grew up in the Catholic faith is returning after many
years in the Lutheran church. Next year's goal is to continue reaching out and offering talks from outside
speakers who can add their perspectives to the debilitation of dementia and give tips and suggestions on
how to care for their loved ones.

Cancer Support Group (St. Peregrine)
Lead: Kenny Broussard

The St. Peregrine Cancer Support Group at SMP meets weekly for six weeks then takes a month off. There
are between 6-11 active members that meet in person or via Zoom. The group functions in many ways like
a small faith-sharing group. They pray Lectio Divina at the beginning and discuss the upcoming Sunday
Gospel. Then they get updates from those who would like to share. Finally, they use a book study as a spir-
itual or health guide to deepen their faith or better understand how we can live healthier lives. This group
is made up of men and women who are currently dealing with cancer, are survivors, or care givers. There
is no real requirement except that cancer has touched your life in some way. Experiencing the power of
prayer and faith in the life of those dealing with cancer is stunning and breathtaking. The group has grown
recently and may incorporate some Bishop Barron videos during the next session, focusing on spiritual
growth. Everyone, Catholic or not, is welcome to participate. The group focus on an established social me-
dia network, and an emerging one to enable more people to participate.

Community Kitchen
Liaison: Kellie Patton

There are about 35 Saint Michael parishioners each month involved in food preparation, serving and clean-
up after meals. The Community Kitchen provides meals for people that cannot cook for themselves and
are predominately living unsheltered or in temporary shelters. The kitchen provides on and off-site meals.
Off-site meals go to people living in tiny homes at two villages, to those living in veterans housing, and to
young people visiting a Community Youth Services drop-in center. More than 125,000 meals have been
provided during the past twelve months thanks to hundreds of volunteers. Monthly meals provided re-
cently varied from a low of 9,100 meals and a high of 12,200 meals. Each year, the Community Kitchen
serves more meals than the year before. At year-end in 2023, The Kitchen provided 11% more meals than
the year before. Each meal costs around $6.50. Funding continues to decrease while demand increas-

es. We need to rebuild crews for dinners on the second and fourth Tuesday of each month. We had two
crew leaders and two entire crews leave simultaneously and are challenged with finding more people to
help each month on a regular basis. Every time a volunteer steps forward to help feed our neighbors is a
blessing and act of godliness. Each time food or cash is donated, the donors are acting in accordance with
Christian values. Volunteers listen empathetically and treat others with kindness and respect. We are plan-
ning to increase our off-site services in the coming year. Our aim is to modify our meal production methods
to provide more ready-to-eat meals for those living in shelters, tiny home villages, and encampments.

Detention Ministry
Lead: Kay Bowen

Eleven SMP parishioners are currently active in the Detention Ministry. Volunteers go in to the Washington
Corrections Center every Sunday with Holy Communion and every Tuesday for Catholic Bible Study. This
past winter, one of our Bible Study participants expressed his desire to convert to the Catholic faith. Fr.
John Paul designed a program of study for him and he received confirmation on Pentecost! Several minis-
try volunteers were there to celebrate with him. We are continuing to re-build Bible Study attendance back
to pre-Covid levels.



‘I say truthfully that almost every time | went to the Washington Correction Center it was worthwhile, even fun
for me, and largely so for the other volunteers and inmates—always thought provoking, sometimes bitter-
sweet." - Detention Ministry volunteer

Funeral Ministry
Leads: Kellie Patton & Jeannine Granberg

We have seven volunteer funeral coordinators and 21 funeral greeters. There were 50 funerals at Saint
Michael Parish in PY24. We are always looking for ways we can grow in service so the loved ones of those
who have passed feel wrapped in the love of Christ during a difficult time.

"Yesterday, during the funeral reception, a volunteer shared that she met a woman and her son who attend our
church because they attended a funeral here and were touched by the experience. Praise God! What blessings
and grace come when we serve together!" -SMP Funeral Coordinator

Funeral Receptions (Saint Martha’s Kitchen)
Lead: Linda Phillips

There are 34 reception volunteers and we hosted 27 funeral receptions in our Gathering Space in PY24.
This group is like a family, coming together with love and understanding in our hearts to provide comfort at
the most difficult times in the lives of the family and friends of the deceased. After the funeral Mass every-
one comes into the Gathering Space with many mixed emotions. \When they leave, they have more love
and peace in their hearts, as do the volunteers. This is our main goal as servants of God, knowing that we
have not only provided nourishment for their bodies, but also for their soul. We do all we can to make ev-
eryone comfortable and ensure the family of the deceased does not need to do anything. We have special
prayers we say during the funeral and provide a pleasant space for sharing and caring. The volunteers feel
it is a blessing to be able to assist in the grieving process and have been learning more about our Catho-
lic faith. Our God Sightings would be having guests at the reception ask about how they can volunteer at
some point. We are always keeping focused on the best way to serve and provide for our ministry. The last
two years we have made many changes, all for the better, and we continue to focus on our efficiency.

Christmas Giving Tree
Lead: Kellie Patton

Gift cards totaling more than $13,000 were donated by parishioners for the Christmas Giving Tree,
providing holiday gifts for 485 individuals.nGift cards were distributed to students in the Tumwater School
District, residents at Drexel House, and clients at Catholic Community Services.

Grief Support Ministry (St. Elizabeth Ann Seton)
Lead: Bene Reece, Judy Witt, Bill Moreland, Maggie Bagalot

Those interested in participating have two options: Saturday morning cycles of meetings for nine weeks,
and/or Monday evening open meetings. Thirty-six people received support/services through this ministry.
Some of the attendees participated to previous cycles of meetings, and some were new. Most attendees
were Catholic—some were parishioners, The goal of this ministry is to provide participants awareness and
tools to face and cope with their grief with faith. Being able to provide solace to those carrying a heavy
heart, Catholic or not, and experiencing how much faith can bring into their heart and their life is truly a
“God-sighting” We will continue welcoming members of the wider community by increasing visibility and
optimizing our venues.

Satuday morning meetings are more structured and closed to new participants after the third meeting.
This year two cycles of meeting were offered. Monday afternoon meetings are open to everyone who
needs support. Twenty-one people participated on Mondays and many still attend.

The main challenges have been keeping the conversation flow going, staying on topic and discreetly
moving on from a participant dominating the conversation so others can share, having backup materials
when needed to encourage conversation, and welcoming and encouraging new participants to share their
stories.



Participants sharing their appreciation of being with others who are experiencing the heartbreak of grief

is indeed a “God-sighting”. Someone suffering the emotional and physical devastation of grief needs to
tell their story—over and over again. They need someone to listen, and this is what this ministry offers. A
voluntary call list with contact information of participants willing to offer support and help is available to
any participant who wants one. We hope there will be more outreach for this ministry, meaning that the
participants themselves reach out to friends and relatives who are grieving and invite them to the Monday
evening group. Participants don't always have support people and if they do, many soon grow tired of the
griever's story. Participants know they can come Monday evenings and tell their story, week after week,
and be heard. It is difficult and uncomfortable for friends and relatives to see people grieve. They want the
pain and suffering to stop. They don't understand unless they themselves have been grief stricken.

Helping Hands Ministry

Leads: Bene Reece and Dcn. John Bergford

Twenty-nine parishioners serve in this ministry, some of them are involved in construction projects and
some are willing to pay visits to those who are sick and homebound. Between building ramps and small
repairs, 36 projects have been completed. The main challenge for this ministry is to find parishioners will-
ing to step up in project leadership.

Next year's plans are to continue to respond to local needs from Catholic Community Services and re-
building together, as well as connection with Habitat for Humanity for a monthly day, to get more volun-
teers wiling to assist in other tasks and requests such as friendly visits, grocery shopping, transportation
and more and to build stronger connections with the Senior Center, Catholic Community Services and St.
Edward Parish.

"My highlight was working with and guiding four young men in helping to build a picnic shelter at a Shelton

trailer park. | really enjoyed helping them learn how to use the power tools and undertake the construction.
They did the work—I just guided them. At the end one said he had not wanted to come help but now is very
glad he had come as this was a fun experience for him." - Stan

‘IMy Go sightingl would be taking my two teenagers out to Shelton to build the park and specifically the picnic
benches. Seeing the joy the kids experienced doing service as well as the gratitude the community showed us
in fixing meals and spending time in on and around the things we built." - Mike

“Holy Oly” Faith sharing Group

Leads: Bene Reece, Judy Witt, Bill Backous

In the past year, about 22 people participated in the group. Some were recurrent attendees and some
were irregularly, depending on their schedule. By meeting outside the parish campus, we hope to be able
to invite and welcome more people to participate. The highlight or “God-sighting” that is constantly expe-
rienced by this group is the fruit of inviting cradle Catholics, returning Catholics and non-Catholics to pray
together. In order to change/grow/improve this ministry in the coming year, we are going to meet once a
month at the Olympia Center, inviting other members of the wider community to participate.

Inclusion Ministry/Faith & Light

Lead: Judy Son, Leanne Bergford and Jane Lang

A total of six parishioners serve in the Faith & Light ministry. Faith & Light has 14 members, all of whom
received support from the ministry in the form of prayer, gospel sharing and fellowship. From March 2020
thru September 2022, Faith & Light ministry did not meet at all due to Covid. Challenges have included
occasional illnesses of members which preclude them from meeting regularly. Two members could not
attend most meetings because of conflicts with small faith group meetings. We always have a God-sight-
ing experience in each of our monthly meetings. The members share their thoughts, experiences, daily
happenings, and their faith experiences with such simplicity of heart and soul, with such gratitude and joy
to God. We hope to invite more parishioners to join in the ministry and to invite more members who are
disabled through better advertising.



Journey of the Heart
Lead: Dcn. John Bergford

Twelve parishioners have been actively involved, and three trips to El Paso and the Holy Spirit Center have
been offered. Finding volunteers and trip limitations have been challenging. Next year's plan is to find new
leadership.

‘My most touching experience for me this past year was when the group of guys went to El Paso in January to
help Fr. Jarek with some projects at Casa Miguel. It was heartwarming to see all of the volunteers helping the
people who crossed the border and trying to seek asylum. Many of them journeyed hundreds of miles, leaving
much behind, to seek a safe place to raise their families. The volunteers welcomed them warmly and provided
them a safe place to stay and resources to get them to the next step of their journey. -Pat

Men's Shelter
Lead: Kellie Patton

116 volunteers filled 588 volunteer shifts, serving as hosts, chefs, laundry angels, and sack lunch preparers
during the PY24 shelter season. We provided shelter to 46 individuals for 1,951 bed nights. For the coming
year we plan to continue seeking ways to include our shelter guests in the life of the church.

‘What a humane concept: comfort. For these men on this night, it means shelter from the wind and rain. It
means warmth and cushion of our facility. It means a full stomach and the satisfaction of savory food. It
means a hot shower. It means security. With my eyes closed, | quietly confirm | would do everything I could to
ensure my son, sleeping next to me, has those same basic comforts. | pray | can provide it for him, even if he
can't someday provide it for himself. | count my blessings, for the opportunity to serve a room full of sons in the
same manner. My heart fills with gratitude for this ministry and the opportunity to provide comfort to those that
go so often without." - Patrick, Men's Shelter Volunteer

Miscarriage and Loss of Infant (St. Catherine of Siena)
Lead: Bene Reece. Co- leaders: Carla Rudd, Rachel Yabut

This ministry is active. However, miscarriage and loss of infant appears to be a kind of grief that people do
not feel comfortable sharing. A fertility page has been created for the web site and brochures will be dis-
tributed to the parish school teachers to share with parents in need of directives and support.

Parish Health Ministry

Leads: Bene Reece and Sophia Risorto

Nineteen parishioners have signed up to serve this ministry. Approximately ten parishioners have partici-
pated in blood pressure check days serving approximately 40 parishioners. \We have had difficulty recruit-
ing and retaining members as well as difficulty with member commitment. Holiday weekends prove to be
low turnout for both volunteers and parishioners. Parishioners, however, seem to appreciate our interest

in their health. Volunteers feel appreciated that they gave comfort to parishioners with health concerns.
We hope to improve volunteer commitment through reminder emails, calls, and texts to individuals. We
hope to encourage parishioners with health careers to share their health knowledge during blood pressure
check days or other scheduled times.

Pastoral Care/Eucharist to the Homebound
Lead: Bene Reece

There are 79 trained Eucharistic Visitors to the homebound. More than 120 homebound Catholics receive
Holy Communion on a regular basis. The number of homebound Catholics receiving Eucharist grew
throughout the year as people started feeling more comfortable having visitors and facilities opened up to
visittors coming for prayer. In several facilities, Eucharistic Visitors offer a prayer service for anyone willing
to attend, not just Catholics. The ongoing challenge that Pastoral Care ministry faces is the recurrence of
Covid in assisted living facilities, which makes it difficult to reach out to the homebound. In addition, several
EVs stepped down, concerned about their own age and health during the pandemic. Covid greatly impact-
ed the function of this ministry since the sick and homebound are more susceptible to contract illnesses,



including Covid. The thirst and hunger for receiving the Eucharist after so many months unable to do so,
and the joy that it brings to the sick and homebound is immeasurable and overwhelming. Delivering the
Eucharist and witnessing the fulfilling of their desire to receive Chris is humbling and truly a “God-sight-
ing” moment. This year wel contacted facilities with the goal to reach out to more homebound Catholics
and to offer further opportunities to support their faith. In three facilities, EVs showed “The Chosen” on a
weekly basis. At Christmas and Easter all the homebound received a rose and a card made by the school
kids. These are little things that mean a lot to them—their inability to come to Mass should not become an
obstacle to belonging. In fact, their desire to be included is a bold witness to other parishioners.

Pastoral Care & Community Outreach Commission
Members: Bene Reece, Kellie Patton, Judy Witt, Carla Rudd, and John Hipp

The commission’s primary role is to assist Bene and Kellie in determining the most effective approach to
achieving the annual goals approved by Fr. Jim. It is essential for the commission to actively engage with
parishioners to ensure their voices and opinions are heard while fulfilling their responsibilities, aligned with
the mission statement and thematic goals. Additionally, the commission plays a vital role in selecting grant
applicants and deciding how funds should be distributed annually.

The grants approved for the 2024/25 Pastoral Year:

Organization Grant Amount Month of Distribution
Thurston County Senior News & Medical Equipment $6.000 July

Our Common Ground Home Farm $5,000 August

Senior Center $6.000 November

Options Pregnancy Clinic $2,000 January

Michael Brennan $5,000 March

Total $24,000

Community Kitchen $16,000 Monthly

Prayer Shawl Ministry

Lead; Mary Orazem

Sixteen members attend weekly meetings. Of those 16, about 13 come every week and contribute the
majority of shawls. Fourteen members work only from home. Ministry members have made 196 shawls
since last July. Covid did not pose a challenge this year. If one of our members was sick they were able to
make shawls at home and come to meetings when they were well. The participants’ challenge is that they
rarely see the fruits of their labors. Occasionally they get a thank you from a recipient. It is quite a boost
when that happens. Mostly, they are an encouragement for each other, as they really function as a small
group, sharing their trials and triumphs in life and sharing their faith as they support each other. Last year
we started leaving shawls in the adoration chapel. It has been very successful. They leave about four each
week and they are gone by the next week.

Sanctity of Life
Liaison: Kellie Patton

SMP parishioners actively support life through participation in 40 Days for Life, Sacred Heart's Respect Life
group, Human Life of Thurston County, Options Pregnancy Clinic, and Pregnancy Aid of Thurston Coun-
ty. While manning the pro-life booth at the Thurston County Fair last year, we were playing a video to the
public that explained, with real life stories, mothers in various stages of pregnancy (six, eight, ten-weeks

of pregnancy up to the weeks prior to delivery). During one of these videos, a mother-to-be approached
who asked if we could show her what an eight-week-old baby looked like in the womb. When asked if she
was in fact in her eighth week, she responded she was. When we played the video, God's beautiful baby
was there for her and all of us to see. She cried and was so excited because she could see what had been
created in her own body. All those around us were emotional. Everyone cheered and clapped. It was a
very emotional time for everyone. The woman was extremely grateful and thanked us for having the video
available to show her what life was in her at that very moment.



Another God-sighting moment was the dedication of a new ultra-sound machine at Options Pregnancy
Clinic in Olympia, donated by the Knights of Columbus. The machine was dedicated and blessed by Fr.
John Paul Tomassi. What a grand and glorious event! For the coming year we plan to continue the fight
against abortion via a peaceful presence at local Planned Parenthood establishments. We will continue
to train sidewalk counselors in the proper ways to respond to those seeking answers about abortion and
those who remain indifferent to the responsibilities of both motherhood and fatherhood.

St. Vincent de Paul - Home Visits
Lead: Greg Schuler

During the year, our active membership including members who were engaged in Home Visits grew from
29 to 38 members. We had 3 members leave us this year and 12 new members join us. Our home visit
teams served 1,745 neighbors, both in-person and telephone visits. This included 327, generally homeless,
for whom we refilled propane tanks (many through vouchers issued at the Clothing Bank) and 70 for whom
we assisted with ID establishment or replacement.

The biggest challenge facing our ministry was the increase in the numbers of neighbors facing evictions
because of failures to pay rent. Many of them were unable to keep up with rents or rent increases because
of the expiration of Covid rent moratoriums and rent increases. Many landlords were supportive and com-
passionate; but some, although courteous to our volunteers, were not willing to work with us on payment
plans that included partial payments from charities such as SVDP. It can be heartbreaking to be unable to
assist some of our neighbors in this regard. A continuing internal challenge is to avoid drifting into a trans-
actional ministry versus a true face-to-face ministry. Some of our home visitors and volunteers inspire us by
actively bringing the Good News of Jesus to our neighbors and praying with them. This is the Vincentian
model to which we all aspire.

The highlight of this year was the success of our membership drive in February. We had 61 parishioners
indicate an interest in SVDP membership and have initiated 12 of these so far. Many expressed interest in
our Clothing Bank, and their names and contact information have been added to our CB volunteer list. We
are greatly appreciative of the support we received from Father Jim and the parish staff for our drive, es-
pecially permitting us to address the congregations during the Masses on February 3/4. We firmly believe
the action and inspiration of the Holy Spirit was clearly and in many ways the source of the success of our
drive. In the coming year, we will continue working with our new members, developing them into suc-
cessful and effective St. Vincent de Paul volunteers and leaders. We will focus on developing leaders who
can step in and take charge of our conference. For the time being, much of our attention will be inwardly
directed toward member development rather than on an organized membership growth campaign as we
had this past year, but we will pursue replacements for members who leave us and will not hesitate to
bring in individuals who show obvious leadership capability and personal qualities including spiritual focus
that will improve our St. Vincent de Paul ministry.

St. Vincent de Paul - Clothing Bank
Lead: Dan Roy

Approximately 30-40 parishioners regularly volunteer at the SVdP Clothing Bank, ncluding 7th grade stu-
dents from St. Michael Parish School and confirmation students from the parish. For the period July 2023-
May 2024, we served a total of 4,258 neighbors , an average of 387 neighbors per month. Based on the
monthly average, we project serving approximately 4,645 neighbors for the full fiscal year.

We have had to address security issues by constructing new fencing, adding new locks, and most recently,
installing multiple cameras. The parking lot was graded and two speed bumps constructed that have alle-
viated drainage problems during heavy rains. We no longer allow dogs in the premises, however, without
service dog documentation. \We continue to adjust how many items of clothing we can give away based
on our inventory, and have added new signage. We have also revised our data sheets and information is
updated monthly.



One year ago (June, 2023) we served an average of 33neighbors per open day. This May, we served an av-
erage of 49 neighbors, an increase of 49 percent. Since May 11, 2023, the St. Francis House has been open
every Thursday and Saturday. It stayed open on Thanksgiving and offered pumpkin pie and cider to neigh-
bors. With very few exceptions, neighbors are very appreciative of our work and often tell us so. Parishio-
ners who volunteer and those who donate clothing.(over 42,000 items) make the difference in making this
work and ministry possible. In the coming year, we plan to interview some of our neighbors and highlight
them in the SMP bulletin. Under the leadership of Greg Schuler, we will continue to have Associate Mem-
bers of SVdP complete their membership forms and complete Safe Environment training.

Suicide Support Group (Our Lady of Lourdes)

Lead: Bene Reece

This past winter we started offering support to those who lost a loved one by suicide. The number of
suicides increased drastically during and after Covid and several people who lost a loved one by suicide
joined the grief support group last spring. We realized that this kind of grief should be addressed sepa-
rately. Participants were thankful for the opportunity to meet with each other and share their own struggles
and pain, to then find solace and peace of heart through the gift of faith. We watched and discussed a
series of videos offered by Dcn. Ed Shoener, who also joined us via zoom to lead a meeting. We then con-
tinued meeting until June. A cycle of meetings will be offered again this coming year.

Thurston County Food Bank
Liaison: Kellie Patton

Two adult volunteers and several young children helped load and transport the monthly food collection
from the Gathering Space to the Food Bank. Pushing the carts loaded with non-perishable food out to the
parking lot for transport to the Food Bank has been a popular activity with 2-6 year old volunteers, and a
great way to introduce them to serving others!

Thurston County Pregnancy Aid

Lead: Rosie Hoza

29 parishioners served in the Pregnancy Aid facility during the last fiscal year. Many more served by shop-
ping for us, collecting items such as those collected during the coat drive headed up by the Saint Michael
School saint houses, or sewing and knitting baby items. My husband has put in countless hours giving
technical support and providing facilities maintenance. Saint Brigid's Guild at Sacred Heart Church serves
Pregnancy Aid as its primary mission through bake sales, baby showers and other activities. 410 individual
families received assistance from Pregnancy Aid during the fiscal year. The total number of visits by clients
was expected to be about 1014 by the end of June. The greatest challenge Pregnancy Aid experienced
during the past year is that the facility's physical space has diminished to one third of what we had been
using for decades. We are still working on a process for assisting our clients in a way that does not waste
their time waiting in our lobby for too long. Our diminished space only allows for three or four clients at a
time and we have to discern how much time to give them.

The Pregnancy Aid ladies very much enjoyed the new paint and flooring as well as the new furniture we
purchased to create an attractive space for the CGS families and staff. We also appreciated the efforts that
Saint Michael Parish made to keep Pregnancy Aid on the campus. We are truly grateful and certain that
we have much to offer in return. It is easy to take for granted how much our ministry means to our clients.
Many are happily married immigrants with a large social network.

‘Intellectually, we know that a Halloween costume is not optional for a school-aged child and that a pair of
shoes is required in the Pacific Northwest, but it takes a truly needy client to remind us of how critical our
presence is. This morning | had a lady with twin girls come to us from SafePlace. She had just fled an abu-
sive husband and had taken nothing with her. She was extremely appreciative of the few items of clothing
that we provided and her visit was enough to remind us of how important our mission is.” - Rosie Hoza

In the coming year, we hope to increase the number of volunteers, and the number of clients that come

in on Saturdays. We hope to increase engagement from local agencies to draw in more clients who live
close to the parish.



Weekly Dinners for the Hungry
Lead: Kellie Patton

73 chefs prepare meals for residents at the Interfaith Works Overnight Shelter, Plum Village Tiny Homes,
and the Franz Anderson Tiny Homes. We deliver dinner to all three sites every Monday night, as well as
one additional night monthly to Franz Anderson and Interfaith Works. Saint Michael Parish volunteers
prepared a total 8,600 hot dinners for Interfaith Works, Plum Village, and Franz Anderson Village in PY24!
We are continuing to build up our Tuesday night dinner teams to provide additional dinner support for the
residents at the Franz Anderson Tiny Homes. When residents were asked what their favorite SMP meals
were, the collective response was chicken, ribs, and tacos!

‘We had quite a bit of food last Monday for Plum Village. One man cleared the large table and wiped it down.
Two others helped shuttle the food to the Ritchen. After we decided where to place each dish one man said ‘all
of you really spoil us!" That made my day.” - Steve, Plum Village chef



