
 
 



 

 

Introduction 
During the process of preparing for your wedding, the Parish Marriage Staff, and the 
Parish Wedding Liturgy Coordinators will be meeting with you to help ensure that 
your wedding runs smoothly. 
 
     ​ ​ Clergy 
 
​ ​ Fr. John-Patrick DePalma, Pastor 

Fr. Chad Hill, Parochial Vicar  
Fr. Maurice Mamba, Parochial Vicar 
Deacon Rob Rensel 
Deacon John Bergford 

 
 
​         Parish Staff ​  
        

Rachel Yabut  
Steward for Baptism & Marriage  
ryabut@saintmichaelparish.org  
360-292-7108 
 

​ ​  
Melissa Fletcher 
Steward for Music Ministry  
mfletcher@saintmichaelparish.org  
360-292-7140 

​ ​  
 
Wedding Liturgy Coordinator will contact you no later than 4 months prior 
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Letter from Our Pastor  

May the Lord Jesus Christ, who has drawn you together in love for one another, 

send forth the Holy Spirit upon you both as you prepare for the Sacrament of 

Matrimony. 

Pope Francis reminds us in On Love in the Family (Amoris Laetitia, 73): 

“Christian marriage is a sign of how much Christ loved his Church in the 

covenant sealed on the cross, yet it also makes that love present in the 

communion of the spouses. By becoming one flesh, they embody the 

espousal of our human nature by the Son of God. That is why ‘in the joys of 

their love and family life, he gives them here on earth a foretaste of the 

wedding feast of the Lamb’ (Catechism of the Catholic Church, no. 1642).” 

What a great gift God desires to lavish upon you as you enter into marriage in the 

Church—and what a profound witness of love you offer to the world through your 

free and mutual covenant with one another. 

Please know that this community of faith surrounds you with prayer and stands 

ready to accompany you each step of the way as you prepare to celebrate your 

wedding at Saint Michael Parish and to live out your vocation of holy matrimony. 

Thank you for your “yes” to one another and to a life of faith, love, and commitment 

in Christ.​
 

May God—the union of love who is Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—bring to 

perfection the good work begun in you. 

With every blessing, 

Fr. John-Patrick DePalma 

Pastor 

 

Love is patient, love is kind. It is not jealous, is not pompous, 

it is not inflated, it is not rude, it does not seek its own interests, 

it is not quick-tempered, it does not brood over injury,                                                      

it does not rejoice over wrongdoing but rejoices with the truth. 

Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 

Love never fails. 

 

1 Corinthians 13:4-8 
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Introduction 

We are grateful for your decision to celebrate the Sacrament of Matrimony at Saint 
Michael Parish. 

Marriage is a sacred covenant and a true Sacrament. In every sacrament, Christ is 
present—healing, strengthening, and drawing us more deeply into His life and love. 
Through this grace, couples are empowered to share Christ’s love within their 
marriage and family, and to let that love overflow into the wider community. 

This is the vocation of marriage: through your faithful, self-giving love, you 
become a visible sign of God’s enduring love for the world. Your commitment 
strengthens the Church and offers a powerful witness to all who encounter it. 

To support you as you prepare for this sacred celebration—and for a lifelong, 
grace-filled marriage—we offer this guide. While it may not answer every question, 
it outlines what you can expect from our parish and what the parish asks of you as 
we accompany you toward the Sacrament of Matrimony. 

You are encouraged to take full advantage of the resources and support Saint Michael 
Parish offers. We welcome your questions and, when possible and consistent with 
good liturgical practice, are happy to consider cultural and family traditions. Above 
all, please remember that your wedding or convalidation is first and foremost an act 
of worship. 
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Checklist 
 
6 months or more in advance:  

​Registration Form  
​Address any previous marriages and obtain tribunal paperwork 
​Complete 29.1 - freedom to mary form for bride & groom 
​Complete 29.2 - witness freedom to marry form for bride & groom  
​Submit payment to reserve Wedding date, if applicable (see associated fees) 
​Complete FOCCUS premarital inventory and make an appointment with presider 
to review responses  

​Begin Marriage Preparation process (see page 4) 
 
6 months before: 

​For Catholic party, obtain newly issued baptismal record from parish of baptism  
​For Christian party, obtain baptism record or signed affidavit 
​If applicable, complete all other necessary Church paperwork 

 
2-3 months before: 

​Meet with Wedding Liturgy Coordinator to discuss options for wedding liturgy  
​Review Together for Life and select scripture readings and options 
​Schedule meeting with Steward for Music Ministry to plan music  
​Request lifestream, if desired (see page  

 
1-2 months before: 

​Obtain a marriage license, valid for 60 days (see appendix IV) 
​Complete marriage preparation  
​Prepare, review, and print worship aids or program (if you plan to have one) 
​Discuss parish guidelines with florist, photographer and videographer  

 
2 weeks before: 

​Meet with wedding liturgy coordinator  
​Marriage License package  
​Completed Planning sheet from Together for Life book 
​Finalize procession 
​All associated fees collected 
 

 1 week before: 
​Remind everyone in the wedding party of the rehearsal date and time 
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Marriage Preparation 

1.​ Mentor Couple - At Saint Michael Parish (SMP), those preparing to receive the 
Sacrament of Marriage journey with a mentor-couple model combined with a 
video series titled Beloved, produced by the Augustine Institute. 

You will meet with your mentor couple to discuss each session and reflect on 
how the themes connect to your relationship and faith. These gatherings offer 
valuable guidance, practical wisdom, and the opportunity to learn from the lived 
experience of a married couple in our parish community. 

2.​ FOCCUS (Facilitating Open Couple Communication) Inventory; one-time $25 

FOCCUS is a diagnostic inventory to help couples learn more about themselves 
and their unique relationship. It is not a test nor meant as a predictor of 
success or failure in marriage. It is a tool to help couples identify and work 
through issues before marriage.  

The Presider will go over the results with you. 

3.​ Natural Family Planning (NFP) refers to several methods used by married 
couples to either achieve or postpone pregnancy. These methods are based on 
observing and interpreting the natural signs of a woman’s fertility. 

Rooted in faith, NFP respects God’s design for love and life within marriage. It invites 
couples to grow in communication, trust, and prayerful discernment, recognizing 
fertility as a shared gift and responsibility rather than something to control. 

NFP Course is highly recommended 
https://archseattle.org/living-catholic/marriage/natural-family-planning/ 
https://nfpbasics.com/  
 
Other Marriage Preparation  
The Archdiocese of Seattle also offers other approved marriage preparation 
programs, each with varying costs.  
 
Contact Rachel Yabut to explore these options, if needed. 
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Essential Elements for Marriage 

Marriage, as the Catholic Church understands it, is rooted in four essential elements: 

1.​ A Lifelong Covenant​
Marriage is a permanent, faithful covenant. A husband and wife commit to 
share the hopes and fears, the joys and sorrows, and the daily rhythms of 
life—inviting Christ to be at the heart of their journey together. 

2.​ Mutual Growth and Support​
In marriage, couples help each other grow into God’s purpose, sharing their 
gifts for the good of their relationship and the community. 

3.​ Faithful and Exclusive Love​
Marriage involves a faithful, exclusive sexual relationship between husband and 
wife that endures throughout their life together, reflecting God’s steadfast love. 

4.​ Openness to the Gift of Children​
Children are a natural and beautiful expression of married love. Couples are 
called to reverence the gift of life, to be open to God’s creative plan, and to 
welcome and raise their children with love. 

For Catholics, marriage is a sacred, lifelong covenant—far more than a legal contract. 

Definitions Pertaining to Marriage 
The Sacrament of Marriage 
For two baptized persons, a marriage celebrated in the Catholic Church—before a 
priest or deacon and two witnesses representing the community—is a Sacrament.​
 (When one or both parties are unbaptized, the Church recognizes the union as 
sacred and holy, though it is not considered a Sacrament.) 

Civil Marriage 
From the perspective of civil law, marriage is a legal and social institution in which 
two people enter into a committed partnership. 

Wedding 
A wedding is the public celebration during which a couple makes their lifelong 
commitment of love. It includes the liturgical ceremony and the festivities 
surrounding the wedding day. 
 
Convalidation 
A convalidation is the celebration of marriage in the Catholic Church for a couple who 
is already civilly married. This process involves additional documentation and 
preparation so the couple may enter into a valid Catholic marriage with the grace of 
the Sacrament. 
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Planning the Wedding Liturgy 
 
There are three forms of the Rite of Marriage:  

The Rite Within Mass 
The Rite Without Mass 
the Rite for Celebrating Marriage Between a Catholic and Catechumen or a 
Non-Christian. 

The book Together for Life will help you choose the form of the Rite of Marriage that 
best fits your celebration and guide you through planning the liturgy. 

Weddings at SMP follow the rituals of the Roman Catholic Church. Non-scriptural 
readings are not permitted during the Liturgy of the Word, when we listen to the 
inspired Word of God. If you have other meaningful texts, consider including them in 
your wedding program or sharing them at your reception. 

Your wedding liturgy will follow the same structure as a Sunday or daily Mass, and 
includes: 

 
             Procession 

Opening prayer 
Scripture reading by a lector 

Psalm 
Second scripture (optional) 

Alleluia 
Priest reads the Gospel 

Homily 
Rite of Marriage 
Intercessions 

Liturgy of the Eucharist*  
Nuptial Blessing 
Final Blessing 

 
*(omitted if wedding is celebrated outside of Mass) 

 
When ministers of other Christian denominations or other faiths are taking part, the 
appropriate adaptations will be made after consultation between our pastor, the 
minister, and the two of you. 
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Ministers for the Celebration 
 
In the Catholic tradition, the Bride and Groom are the ministers of the Sacrament 
of Marriage, giving the sacrament to one another. A priest or deacon and two 
witnesses (age 18 or older) must be present. 

Presider 
Weddings at SMP are ordinarily presided over by one of our parish priests or deacons. 
Visiting clergy are expected to follow parish and Archdiocesan liturgical guidelines. 

Music Ministers 
We strongly encourage the use of parish musicians, as they are familiar with our 
worship space, sound system, and liturgical flow. Our parish offers a variety of 
talented music ministers who lead sung prayer and provide instrumental 
accompaniment (organ, piano, guitar, flute, violin, cello, etc.). 
​
The Cantor leads the assembly in song, including the Psalm and Alleluia. 
 
If you invite outside musicians, the Steward for Music Ministry will meet with them 
to review parish policies and music requirements. All music must be live—recorded 
music is not permitted. 
 
Readers 
Proclaim the Old and New Testament readings and lead the Prayers of the Faithful.  

At Mass, the reader must be a practicing Roman Catholic. Parish lectors are also 
available and may be arranged through your coordinator.  

All readers must attend the wedding rehearsal to practice in the worship space. 

Outside of Mass, you may invite Christian friends or family members who can read 
with reverence and clarity.  

Altar Servers and Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion​
Altar Servers assist the priest. In Mass, there will be 3 scheduled. Outside Mass, only 
one will be scheduled.  
 
EMHC distributes Communion, if needed. Parish ministers are available, or trained 
ministers from your families may serve with approval. 
​
All ministers should attend the rehearsal to become familiar with parish procedures. 
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Gift Bearers 
Two people bring the bread and wine to the altar at the offertory during Mass. 
 
Witnesses 
The Maid/Matron of Honor and Best Man serve as the official witnesses to the 
marriage. They do not need to be Catholic. 

Hospitality 
Family members or groomsmen are encouraged to act as Ministers of Hospitality, 
welcoming guests and helping with seating.​
We suggest balanced seating rather than separating guests strictly by “bride’s side” 
or “groom’s side.” 

Ring bearers and flower girls 
Ring bearers and flower girls are not official ministers but may be included in the 
procession if age and temperament allow.​
For safety and simplicity, the actual rings should remain with the Best Man. If the ring 
bearer carries them, he or she should hand them off near the front pew.​
Please note: flower petals may not be dropped during the procession. 
 
Cultural Traditions 
Many cultural customs—such as the arras, lazo, or offering flowers to the Blessed 
Mother—are welcome with prior approval from your coordinator. These traditions 
should complement the liturgy and reflect the unity and equality of the couple. 
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Entrance Procession 
The entrance procession is a meaningful part of the wedding liturgy. It serves as the final act 
of gathering the assembly for worship and follows the order outlined in the Rite of Marriage. 

Both the bride and groom take part in the procession, symbolizing their equality in conferring 
the Sacrament of Matrimony upon one another. Including the parents of both the bride and 
groom acknowledges their role in forming and supporting you throughout your lives and 
beautifully expresses that a new family is being created from two families. 

We are mindful of blended family situations and will gladly work with you to ensure that all 
parents and stepparents feel comfortable and included. 

Option 1​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Option 2 
(front of procession)​ ​ ​ ​ (front of procession) 
Cross Bearer​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Cross Bearer 
Lector​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Lector 
Presider​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Presider 
Groom’s parents  ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Bridesmaids and Groomsmen (as pairs) 
Bride’s parents ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Bride’s witness and Groom’s witness 
Bridesmaids and Groomsmen (as pairs)​ Mother* - Groom - Father* 
Bride’s witness and Groom’s witness​ ​ Mother* - Bride - Father * 
Bride and Groom​                 ​ ​ ​  
​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
Option 3​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Option 4 
(front of procession)​ ​ ​ ​ (front of procession) 
Cross Bearer​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Cross Bearer 
Lector​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Lector 
Presider​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Presider 
Mother* - Groom - Father*  ​ ​ ​ Mother* - Groom - Father* 
Bridesmaids and Groomsmen (as pairs)​ Bridesmaids and Groomsmen (as pairs) 
Bride’s witness and Groom’s Witness      ​ Bride’s witness and Groom’s witness 
Mother* - Bride – Father*​​ ​ Bride - Father* 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ (The Bride’s Mother is seated before procession begins) 
 
*And or close family member/friend 
 
Procession Order and Seating 
In all procession options, ring bearers and flower girls walk in before the bride and are 
then seated with their parents. After the procession, the Cross Bearer and readers take their 
places in the assembly; the Lectors will come forward later to proclaim the readings. 

The Bride and Groom are seated in chairs near the front—either before the center pews or 
to the side.​
For weddings celebrated with a Mass, the witnesses and attendants are seated in the first or 
second pews, and parents are seated in the third pew. 
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The Rehearsal 

Your Wedding Liturgy Coordinator will lead the rehearsal. They will provide an 
overview of the liturgy, highlighting its prayerful nature and explaining each person’s 
role. The wedding party will walk through the procession, Rite of Marriage, and other 
parts of the liturgy. If desired, coordinators can also provide a brief tour of the 
facilities, including dressing areas and restrooms, and review the wedding day 
schedule. 

Parish priests, ministers, and musicians do not attend the rehearsal. However, 
visiting clergy or guest musicians are encouraged to come so they can become 
familiar with our worship space. 

Please remind all members of the wedding party and ministers to attend and to arrive 
on time. If you’d like time to greet one another beforehand, invite everyone to arrive 
30 minutes early.​
 

Rehearsals are typically held the evening before the wedding and last about one hour. 
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Flowers & Decorations 

Environment and Decorations 

The environment of the church reflects the liturgical season. The colors of the season 
are visible in the priest’s vestments, book covers, and altar linens: 

●​ Green – Ordinary Time 
●​ White and Gold – Easter Season​

Red – Pentecost 

Your Wedding Liturgy Coordinator can tell you what the environment will look like on 
your wedding day so you can coordinate your colors. We recommend visiting the 
church at least two weeks before your wedding to see the current environment. 

Permanent liturgical furnishings—including the altar, ambo (pulpit), and 
sanctuary furniture—may not be moved. Please do not attach flowers to the 
processional cross, as they may conflict with the liturgical season. 

Floral Guidelines 
You are welcome to include floral arrangements in the church, in addition to 
bouquets, corsages, and boutonnieres. When planning with your florist, please review 
these parish guidelines and confirm details with your Wedding Liturgy Coordinator 
before placing your order. 

●​ Live flowers and plants are encouraged, as they best complement the sacred 
space and can later be repurposed as gifts or home décor. 

●​ Artificial flowers are discouraged. 
●​ The baptismal font is a sacred space. Floral arrangements may be placed on 

the floor at either end of the font, but not on it. Please keep the sides of the 
font clear for accessibility. 

Floral placements within the church may include: 
●​ Near the ambo (pulpit) – maximum height 42 inches 
●​ Near the presider’s chair – maximum height 42 inches 
●​ On either side of the Crucifix, behind the altar 
●​ By the baptismal font 

Candles: Altar candles are always lit during the wedding. The Paschal (Easter) 
Candle will also be lit.  

Delivery: Flowers should be delivered just prior to photography. No floral 
preparation is permitted inside the church. Please coordinate all deliveries in 
advance—parish staff cannot accept deliveries on your behalf 
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Additional Decorations 

●​ Pew decorations such as bows or flowers may be attached with non-damaging 
pew clips (available at craft stores). Do not use tacks, tape, nails, or putty. 

●​ Decorations should enhance the entire worship space, not only the first few 
pews. There are 11 pews per side of the center aisle. 

●​ Guest book and program tables are available in the Gathering Space upon 
request. You may add a floral arrangement or tablecloth as a welcoming touch. 

●​ Wreaths, garlands, and arches are not recommended. 
●​ Railings may be decorated, provided their use for accessibility is not obstructed. 
●​ The main aisle is concrete; aisle runners are not permitted due to safety risks. 

After the Wedding 
Couples are invited to leave floral arrangements for the weekend liturgies as a gift 
to the parish community or may take them to their reception. Please notify the 
coordinators of your plans in advance. 

Safety and Cleanliness 
Throwing rice, birdseed, confetti, flower petals, or use of bubbles is not allowed, as 
these can create hazards and environmental concerns.  

We appreciate your care in helping maintain the beauty and reverence of our worship 
space. When in doubt, remember the guiding principle: 

In liturgical design, less is more. 
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Planning Music Guidelines 
 
Melissa Fletcher, Steward for Music Ministry  
mfletcher@saintmichaelparish.org  
 
Purpose of Music in the Liturgy 
In Catholic worship, music is prayer. It unites the assembly in giving glory and 
praise to God, the One who calls you into covenant with one another. Wedding 
music should reflect God’s love and the sacredness of the sacrament—not simply the 
emotions of the moment. 

All music must: 
●​ Glorify God 
●​ Support the prayer of the assembly 
●​ Reflect Catholic liturgical and biblical themes 

 
Musicians 
Saint Michael Parish provides trained, vetted musicians: 

●​ Accompanist (piano, organ, or guitar) 
●​ Cantor (leads sung prayer) 

 
Musicians are coordinated through the Steward for Music Ministry.  
Family or friends may participate only if they: 

●​ Understand Catholic liturgy, 
●​ Are approved in advance, 
●​ Contact the Steward for Music at least two weeks before the wedding. 
●​ Cantors must be confirmed Roman Catholics. 

 
Each musician is paid individually.  

Payments are due to your Wedding Liturgy Coordinator two weeks before the 
wedding. 
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Parts of the Wedding Liturgy Where Music Is Used 
Before the liturgy 

●​ Prelude (optional) – instrumental music as guests are seated. 

Entrance 

●​ Processional / Entrance Hymn – accompanies the entrance of the cross, 
ministers, wedding party, and couple. 

Liturgy of the Word 

●​ Psalm – always sung; chosen to match your readings. 
●​ Gospel Acclamation – sung Alleluia; not selected by the couple.​

 
If Mass is included 

●​ Preparation of the Gifts – instrumental or sung. 
●​ Eucharistic Acclamations – always sung (Holy, Mystery of Faith, Amen, Lamb 

of God).​
​
 Our Father is spoken. 
 

Communion 
●​ Communion Hymn – reflects Christ’s sacrificial love. 

Conclusion 
●​ Recessional – instrumental or hymn as the couple and ministers depart. 

 
Printed Program (Worship Aid) 
You are welcome to print a simple program that helps guests participate in prayer and 
song. Approval from coordinator 

Include: 

●​ The order of the liturgy 
●​ Titles of music selections​

 
Samples are available from your Wedding Liturgy Coordinator. 

See Appendix II, page 19,  for Music Selections & Planning Sheet 
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Facilities & Clean Up 
Couples may celebrate the Sacrament of Marriage at: 

●​ Downtown Church: seats approximately 850 guests 
●​ Westside Chapel: seats approximately 400 guests 
●​ St. Joseph Chapel: ideal for small weddings, seating about 24 guests 

Dressing areas are available for both the bride’s and groom’s parties. Please remove 
all personal belongings—especially valuables—before the ceremony. We recommend 
storing them securely in a vehicle or entrusting them to a designated person. 

Your wedding timeline will be finalized with the Wedding Liturgy Coordinators. 
Parish facilities are available two hours before the ceremony and 30 minutes after, 
concluding no later than 3:00 p.m. at the Downtown Campus. 

Due to other parish activities, receptions cannot be held on church property. Any 
adjustments to the schedule must be discussed in advance with your coordinators. 

Please note: 
●​ Smoking and alcohol are not permitted anywhere on parish grounds. 
●​ Alcohol may not be present before or during the rehearsal or wedding. Its 

presence could jeopardize the validity of the sacrament. 
●​ The Wedding Liturgy Coordinators and Presider reserve the right to cancel the 

ceremony if alcohol is present.  
●​ It is the couple’s responsibility to ensure that all members of the wedding party 

are aware of this policy. 

Clean-Up Responsibilities 

You will be asked by your Wedding Liturgy Coordinator to designate at least two 
reliable adults to oversee clean-up after the ceremony. 

Couples are responsible for ensuring that all programs, wrapping, boxes, garment 
bags, hangers, and other items are removed from the Gathering Space and dressing 
rooms. Please also remove bows, programs, guest books, gifts, and decorations from 
the church immediately following the wedding. 

If you wish to donate floral arrangements to the parish, please discuss this in 
advance with your Wedding Liturgy Coordinator. Any furnishings or items moved 
during decorating must be returned to their original placement before leaving. 

Because other parish events are often scheduled in the sanctuary, the space must be 
completely vacated within 30 minutes after the ceremony and no later than 3:00 p.m. 

The clean-up fee is fully refundable once all expectations have been met. 
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Photography, Videography & 

Livestream   
 
Photography & Videography 
Professional photographs may be taken in the sanctuary beginning two hours 
before the ceremony. Please ask your photographer(s) to check in with the Wedding 
Liturgy Coordinator upon arrival. 

The church is sacred space and must always be treated with reverence. 

All photography in the sanctuary must be completed within 30 minutes after 
the ceremony ends. Due to other scheduled events, photo time in the church 
after the ceremony is limited. 

During the ceremony, non-flash photography and videography may be taken 
only from the back of the church. 

●​ No additional lighting or movement throughout the sanctuary is permitted. 
●​ Photographers must remain unobtrusive and may not block aisles, altars, or 

participants. 
●​ The liturgy is a sacred act of worship—not a photoshoot. 

Failure to follow these guidelines may result in the photographer being asked to leave 
and not permitted to return for future parish events. 

Livestream Option 
Saint Michael Parish can livestream weddings held at the Downtown Church for a 
fee of $150, payable to Saint Michael Parish. 
​
A viewing link will be provided within four days of request. Please let the wedding 
liturgy coordinator know. QR Code 

Scan the QR code to request livestreaming (at least 2 months in advance). 

 

 

16 

 



 

 

Associated fees 

Church Fee 
This fee is applied to the costs of the facilities, staff assistance in preparation for your 
celebration, and the ongoing work of the parish.   
 

Partners in the Mission Parishioners* - waived  
 

Non-Parishioners and Non-Partners in the Mission - $500 
 

This fee is due to the Parish Office in order to reserve your wedding date and is fully refundable up to 
two months prior to your ceremony. 
 

 Professional Fees Associated with your Ceremony 
 

_________________________Wedding Liturgy Coordinator (Required) - $250  

_________________________Sacristan (with Mass) - $100 

_________________________Altar Servers - $20 each 

_________________________Organist/accompanist - $250 

_________________________Cantor (leads singing) - $150 

_________________________Solo Musician (Flute, Violin etc.) - $150 

_________________________Clean up Deposit (See explanation on page 13) - $100 

_________________________Livestream - $150 – payable to SMP, downtown only 

All professional fees are due two weeks before your wedding date. Please 
prepare separate payments (cash or checks) for each individual and last meeting with 
your Wedding Liturgy Coordinators, who will distribute them appropriately. If you 
have any questions or financial concerns, please speak directly with the Steward.  

Our parish priests do not accept stipends for sacramental services. If you wish to 
express your appreciation, a gift card is a thoughtful gesture. For a visiting presider, 
please speak with him personally. 

It is not customary to pay Readers or EMHC, though many couples choose to write 
thank-you notes as a sign of gratitude. 
 
*For at least one year, Partner in the Mission - Active, registered parishioners that: 

●​ Participate weekly in the Sunday Eucharist at SMP 
●​ Share their time and talents regularly in parish life 
●​ Maintain current Sacrificial Giving and Time & Talent commitment forms 

(renewed annually) 
●​ Support the mission and ministries of the parish through ongoing financial 

contributions 
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Appendix I 
Wedding Liturgy Coordinator Responsibilities 

 
A. Initial Contact 

●​ Once assigned, will reach out to the couple to answer any initial questions and 
provide their contact information. 

B. Wedding Liturgy Preparation 
●​ Assist the couple in using the Together for Life book 
●​ Help with the selection of readings 
●​ Refer the couple to Melissa Fletcher, Steward for Music Ministry, for music 

planning.​
 Note: Coordinators are not responsible for forwarding music selections 

●​ If livestream is requested, then refer them to the QR code on pg 16 

C. Wedding Day Logistics 
●​ Coordinate the arrival time for flower delivery and designate who will receive 

them. 
●​ Unlock the church and welcome the wedding party and photographer. 
●​ Confirm guidelines with the photographer and videographer. 
●​ Be available to answer questions and provide assistance prior to the 

celebration. 
●​ Confirm the designated individuals for clean-up. 
●​ Check and lock the church after the wedding. 

D. Fees 
●​ Collect and distribute all wedding-related fees to the appropriate person(s). 

E. Rehearsal 
●​ Coordinate the wedding rehearsal, including locking and unlocking the building 

F. Documentation 
●​ Gather the marriage license  

G. Wedding Day Coordination 
●​ Coordinate wedding liturgy on the day of the celebration 

H. Post-Ceremony 
●​ Ensure all completed marriage documents are returned to the parish office​
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Appendix II  
Music Selections & Planning Sheet 

 
Catholic Wedding Music Selections: 
 
Processional: 
(Classical) Air in G (Bach) Bridal Chorus (Wagner) Jesu Joy of Mans Desiring Panis 
Angelicus 
Pachelbel Canon Trumpet Tune (Clarke) Trumpet Voluntary (Clarke) 
(Hymns) Center of My Life Come Thou Font of Every Blessing For the Beauty of the 
Earth 
Love Divine, All Loves Excelling 
(Praise &amp; Worship) Beautiful Things (Gungor) In Christ Alone Love Like This 
(Daigle) You’re Beautiful 
(Wickham) 
 
Psalm: 
34 Taste and See 103 The Lord is Kind and Merciful 116 Our Blessing Cup 128 O 
Blessed Are Those 
Alleluia (Parish Selects): Celtic Alleluia 
 
Offertory: 
(Hymns) Lord of All Hopefulness Love Goes On Love Has Come Loving &amp; 
Forgiving I Have Loved You 
Prayer of St Francis Servant Song When Love Is Found Where Charity and Love 
Abound 
(Praise &amp; Worship) Be Thou My Vision How Beautiful (Paris) Reckless Love You’re 
Beautiful 
 
Communion: 
(Hymns) Bread of Life One Bread, One Body I am the Bread of Life Ubi Caritas 
(Praise &amp; Worship) Behold the Lamb of God O Come to the Altar Remembrance 
(Maher) 
 
Flowers to Mary (optional): 
Ave Maria (Schubert or Bach-Gounod) O Sanctissima Mary’s Song Immaculate Mary 
 
Recessional: 
(Classical) Wedding March (Mendelssohn) Trumpet Tune (Purcell) Trumpet Voluntary 
(Clarke) 
(Hymns) Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee O God Beyond All Praising You Have Called Us 
(Praise &amp; Worship) Build Your Kingdom Here Love Has Come (Maher) Soul on 
Fire (Third 
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Music Planning Sheet  
 
Couple Names: _______________________________________________________ 

Emails: _____________________________________________________________ 

Date met with Steward for Music: ___ / ___/ ___  

Expected Attendance: __________________________________________________  

Musicians Requested  

❏ Cantor ($150)  

❏ Accompanist (Piano / Guitar / Organ) ($250)  

❏ Solo Instrument (Violin / Flute / Other:______________) ($150)  

❏ Other: _________________________________________ ($150)  

❏ Family/Friends are helping. Describe: 

____________________________________________________________________  

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

Music Selections  

Prelude (optional): ____________________________________________________ 

Processional:_________________________________________________________ 

First Reading: ________________________________________________________  

Psalm: ______________________________________________________________  

Second Reading: ______________________________________________________ 

Alleluia (SMP Selects) 

Gospel: _____________________________________________________________ 

Preparation of the Gifts:_________________________________________________ 

Eucharistic Acclamations (SMP Selects)  

Communion: _________________________________________________________ 

Recessional: _________________________________________________________  

Other: ______________________________________________________________ 
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Appendix III 
Marriage License 

Marriage License Information (Thurston County, WA)​
Be sure to obtain your marriage license far enough in advance so that you can bring 
it to the parish office or give it to your Wedding Liturgy Coordinator at least two 
weeks before the wedding.  

A Washington State marriage license is valid for 60 days and includes a 3-day 
waiting period before it becomes active. 

Marriage licenses for couples residing in or marrying in Thurston County may be 
obtained through the Thurston County Auditor’s Office: 

Thurston County Auditor – Recording & Licensing Division​
 2000 Lakeridge Dr SW, Building One, Room 201​
 Olympia, WA 98502​
 Hours: Monday–Friday, 8:00am–4:30pm​
 Phone: (360) 786-5405​
 Fee: Approximately $72.00 (subject to change)​
 Photo ID required. 

Please note that this information may change without notice. We encourage you to 
verify all details directly with Thurston County: 

https://www.thurstoncountywa.gov/departments/auditor/recording-and-m
arriage  

Important: Marriage licenses issued in any Washington State county are valid 
statewide, so you may obtain your license from a different county if preferred 
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Appendix IV 
 

Media Release 

 
 
Photo & Video Permission 
 
 
We, ____________ and ______________ give permission for Saint Michael Parish to 
photograph/video our wedding and to display the photos/videos for parish use.  
 
Circle one:  
 
                                   YES                                           NO 
 
 
Signatures: _________________________                     Date: ________________ 
 
                   _________________________ 
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